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ADVERTISEMENT. 


In  this  Third  Volume,  the  Hiftory  of  the  National  Tran* 
bBkm  of  the  Scots,  civil  and  militaryj  is  continued  for 
the  fpace  of  more  than  two  hundred  years, — ^from  the 
acccffion  of  David  Bruce,  to  the  death  of  James  the  Third ; 
the  Hiftory  of  the  Labours,  Knowledge,  and  Enjoyments 
of  the  Scots  in  private  life,  for  more  than  one  hundred 
jearsjr— from  the  acceffion  of  David  Bruce,  to  the  aera  of 
the  return  of  James  the  Firft  out  of  his  captivity  in  England. 

OuuNG  the  lapfe  of  this  period,  the  relations  of  the 
Scots  to  Foreign  Nadons,  became  continually  more  com- 

,  plex  and  more  extenfive  :  Many  perfons  of  .illufirious  cha- 
n&a  arole  in  Scotland :  The  general  courfe  of  events  was 
exceedingly  various,  often  wonderful,  and  peculiarly  inte* 

L  reftiDg :  New  arts  arofe  ;  Civil  policy  was  mightily  improv- 

[  ed:  Even  tafte  and  fcience  began  to  dawn.  •  The  moralift 
cannot  give  better  inftru£tion ;  hardly  can  iht  epic  poet 

.  produce  a  better  aflemblage  of  fpeciofa  mracula  /  than  the 
Hiftory  of  Scotland,  during  the  fourteenth  and  the  fifteenth 

I  century,  is  happily  fitted  to  exhibit. 

I  HATE  done  what  I  could  to  make  this  Hiftory  inftruc- 
i^  tivc  and  entertaining.  They  who  beft  underftand,  how 
t  ^  moral  and  political  fcience  may  be  properly  introduced 
^  into  hiftory  ;  how  far  a  ftyle  varying  in  its  ftnifture  and 
^  coloun  wiih^  the  varying  fubjedls  which  arife,  is  fitted  for 
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htllorical  narration  ;  and  by  what  laws  of  evidence  the  his- 
torian ought  to  try  the  truth  of  his  fa£bs ;  will  be  beft  able 
to  judge  whether  I  have  thus  far  executed  well  or  ill  the 
talk  which  I  have  undertaken. 

iFf  to  difcufs  auttoriiies  with  due  accuracy^  he^ — mt  merely 
to  pore  with  apparent  attention^  over  mufty  maoufcripts,  or 
printed  books  which,  on  account  of  their  tliilliiers,  hare 
become  raf-d ;  Jind  to  refer  withySrtww^  punftilioufnefs  to 
page  and  line  \^>^id  to  ftudy  diligently  the  fcufe  of  each 
fucccffivc  paflage  in  thofc  records  which  afibrd  the  foun- 
dation of  our  narrative ;  to  compare  the  different  contem- 
porary Vrrititigs,  fentelice  by  fentenct^  iand  thought  by 
thought,  tvith  one  another ;  to  eftimatc  the  credibility  of 
the  Vttriotts  Gl'iginal  authors,  by  a  careful  confid^Mtion  of 
confiftency  of  oarrative,^.-^pportunities  of  information, — 
freedora  ffom  the  caufes  x)f  prejudice,  xxi  fubjeftidn  to 
ihcif), — difccrtrmcnt,  t>r  the  want  of  it,*-fobri«ty  6f  judg* 
meftt  and  faithfol  integrity  of  charaftef,  or  a  flightincfe  of 
imagination 'pf one  to  embelHQi  with  fiftion,  aiid  a  loofc- 
nefs  of  morality,  not  reverencing  the  diftinftions  between 
truth  and  falfehood  : — In  tins  cafe^  perhaps,  thafe  who  ere 
lejl  acquainted  fjoiih  tie/uiJeB,  will  find  rcafdh,  not  tb  difl 
approve  of  that  diligence  of  invcftigation  which  has  been 
cxercifed  in  the  compofition  of  this  and  the  preceding  vo* 
liimes.  If  it  be  deemed  farther  neceflary,  in  the  compofi* 
tion  of  a  hiftorieal  work,  from  the  evidence  of  ancitrnt 
chronicles,  epiftles,  laws,  and  charters,— to  judge  of  the 
value  of  your  evidence — ^by  looking  into  the  firft  printiiples 
of  hurnan  charaftcr, — by  confidering  whether  the  acknow- 
let»geu  talents,  accompliflhments,  paf!ion$,  and  habits  of 
th:s  cr  that  man,  give  probabilitv  to  what  is  related  of  him, 
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^by  eiaminipg  whether  the  ftate  of  the  general  fplrk,  xn^ 
tcUigence,  and  miners  of  a  nation,  were  confift^m  witii 
the  accounts  which  we'receive  of  this  or  that  puUie  tran- 
fadion, — ^bf  appiymg  the  philofophj  of  the  Lav  of  Natttre 
and  Nations  to  the  iUufh^tion  of  hiflorical  truth  ;-*//i  tku 
R^k^  it  will  poffiWy  be  found,  alfo,  that  it  has  been  labour* 
ed  with  much  fbhcitude  and  care,  to  give  f^isfaiSioa  to  the 
jvdiciousi  in  tlie  prefent  Work. 

It  b  weU  known  to.  thote  who  read,  not  only  xnodcm 
hlflorical  works,  but  the  ancient  fources,  from  which  the 
infonnation  of  thofe  modern  works  is  drawn ;  that  the  late 
learned  and  truly  refpeAable  Sir  David  Dairymple  ;  that 
the  perfyicuous  and  ingenious  Hume ;  that  even  the  philo- 
f6phic3d,  the  eloquent,  the  interefting  Robertson,  who  has 
conferred  upon  Hiflxwy,  all  that  Unity  of  Defign,  and  tha^ 
bppy  combination  of  charaAers^  paffions,  imagery,  ac- 
dons,  mcidents,  which  give  dignity  and  interefting  power 
to  the  Epos  i  that,  even  thefe  great  Hiftorians  have,  eac/pi 
»  afnv  injhncesj  drawn,  not  only  their  fads,  but  the  refUc-- 
tms  and  general  vinus^  whether  in  ethics,  politics,  or  the 
fdence  of  legiflation,  which  accompany  thofe  h&s^from  the 
ement  wrilirs  whom  they  quote. 

In  this,  however,  I  muft  acknowledge  with  concern,  that- 
I  ha*e  found  it  imppflijble  to  imitate  fuch  illuftrious  exam- 
ples.   My  (a&s  ^Cr  brought,  wLth  tiriJ^  jGdelity,  from  the 
authors  whom.  I  quote.     But,  my  views  of  national  and 
I  pcrfonal  intereftsj  of  the  progrefs  of  policy  a^d  manners, 
,  will  be  found  to  be  invariably  the  abftrafldons  of  my  own 
.  mlnd^ — from  a  careful  examinatjion  of  the  particular  facts, 
I  ^liich  arc  only  generalized  in  thofe  views. 
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I HA7E  again  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude^  the  obliging 
civilities  of  the  Bookfellers,  and  the  Keepers  of  the  Pub- 
lic Libraries.  They  have  readily  favoured  me  with  every 
communication  of  books^  &c.  which  I  found  it  neceflary  to 
requeft.  Mr  Profeffor  Dalzell,  in  particular.  Librarian 
to  the  College  of  Edinburgh^  has  aided  my  refearches  with 
that  ready  kind^efs  which,  was  indeed  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pe^ed  from  a  man  fo  eminently  di{^gui(hed  by  erudition^ 
geniusi  and  amiable  benevolence  of  charafter  ;-^or  good 
men  are  ever  difpofcd  to  favour  thole  arts  in  which  they 
themfelves  ezceL 

iNthe  fiiop^olIeAion  of  Mr  Archibald  ConJlMe^  I  have 
found  a  treafure  of  curious  and  rare  books,  belonging  to 
aU  periods  of  die  Scottifh  Hiftory.  Mr  Conftable  has  ob- 
Uged  me  with  the  free  ufe  of  his  collection,  with  a  ready  li- 
berality which  muft,  at  times,  I  fear,  have  proved  incon- 
venient to  his  piurppfes  of  fale.  I  have  even  been  indebt- 
ed to  his  ikiil  in  BMiographj^  for  references  to  various  va- 
luable authorities  which  would,  otherwife,  have  remained 
entirely  unknown  to  me. 

The  Fourth  and  Ftfth  Volumes,  which  complete  the 
Work,  are  in  the  prefs,  and  will,  afliiredly,  be  ready  for 
publication  in  the  month  of  May. 

With  the  Fifth  Volume  will  be  publiflied  a  Catakgtu 
Rmfmnh  of  all  the  printed  books  and  MSS.  which  I  have 
ufed  m  the  compofition  of  this  Work^-^with  particular' 
ftatements  of  how  much,  and  what— -I  have  derited  from 
each. 

£t)TNtfDaflB,       7 

March  17.  1797.5  R.   HERON. 
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SscTioH  L-^-Chap.  I. 

DAVID    BR  U  C  E, 

Fnm  the  AcceJJion  of  DAriD  Bitrcs,  io  the  Corma^ 
tioH  of  Ej>nrjSD  Baluoi* 


R 


OBERT,  Bruce  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Da- 


vid }  who,  though  akeady  betrothed  in  mar-   a.  d. 
riage  to  the  princefs  Jane  of  England,  had  not  yet  Acceffion 
completed  the  feventh  year  of  his  age.    A  king  of  bomx? 
thefe  years,  might  ferve  to  reprefent  royahy  in  the 
barely  formal  a&s  of  government,  and  to  prevent 
fome  of  the  evils  of  a  long  vacant  throne^  and  a 
difputed  fuccelfion,  but  was  unfit  to  exercife  the 
ener^es  of  fovereign  authority.     Randolph,  earl 
of  Moray^  therefore,  took  upon  him  the  office  of 
RsG£NT  of  the  kingdpm,  under  the  fandion  of 
that  Ail  of  Settlement y  by  which  Robert  Bruce  and 
his  Parliament  had  formerly  endeavoured  to  pro- 
vide equally  againft  a  failure  of  the  royal  line,  and 
Yoh.  III.  A  s^ainft 
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sect.'i.    againft  the  dangers  of  a  minority  in  the  next  pof- 
c*--oo  feffqi  of  the  Crown*. 

A.  D. 
T129. 

Political        The  internal  {isJ:e  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  mif- 

ftatc  of  the       ,  ,  .     •    .  rt        1 

kingdom,  chiefs  which  ftill  diftantly  threatened  it^  from  a- 
broad,  were  fuch  as  to  demand  the  full  exertion  of 
all  the  vigorous  adtivity  and  fteady  wifdom  of  a 
ruler  able  as  Randolph.  After  that  anarchy, 
and  thofe  lon^  wars  ^ich  had  been  but  lately  ter- 
minated J  civil  order  was,  as  yet,  fcarce  perfeftly 
re-eftablifhedv  the, laws  had:  not  yetTecovered  due 
authority,  the  people  ftill  retained  the  turbulent 
apd  ferocious  habits-  of  military  life.  The'  foa  of 
Balliol  furyived,  aad  was  rea4y  to  renew  his 
claims  to  the  Scottifh  Crown  :  There  was  a  nume« 
jpns  party  of  exiles,  whofa  ;M:ta€hment  to  the  Bal- 
liols,  or  to  the  Engliih,  and  averfionfro^a  the  caufe 
of  Bruce,  had  deprived  them  of  their  pofleffions  in 
Scotland)  and  driven  them  from  their  country  ; 
and  who  were,  therefor^^  pa  the  watch  for  an  op« 
portunity  to  obtain  the  redrefs  of  their  own  wroags 
by  overturning  the  prefent  government  of  the  land 
from  which  they  had  been  expelled :  On  the 
'  Englifh  throne,  now  fat  a  monarch  who  was  not 
*lds  ambitious,  politick^  or  martial  than.  Edward 
tl)e^  Firft ;  and  who,  confzderiqg  Scotland,  as  by 
.:  .     .  J-ifiht, 

.  ♦  Fotdun.  L.  XIII.  C.  18  :— Joan.  Major.  L.  V.  C.  10, 
II. ^^-H.  Boeth.  L.  :$V.  Sub  ioitio -.-^Buchan.  L.  IX  ;^ 
Lefl-  L.  VII. 
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right,  a  fieflF  of  the  Englifh  Crown,  was  fecretly  s^cV.  i. 
difpofed  to  employ  every  effort  of  force  or  artifice,  i^„.nrvj 
in  order  to  regain  a  poffeffion  which  his  father's    ^\^\ 
weaknefs  and  folly  had  loft.     Such  difficulties  and 
danger^  coacurred  to  threaten  long  calamities  to 
the  reign  of  David  Bruce,  and  to  opprefs  the  re- 
gency of  Randolph  with  perplexity  and  trouble*.  ' 

YiT,  Randolph  Ihewed  his  virtue  and  abilities  Rcg<^ncjrof 
to  be  not  unequal  to  the  neceflities  of  the  time,   *°  "  ^  * 
and  of  the  fltuation  in  which  he  was  placed*     By 
his  care,  due  refpeft  for  the  majefty  of  the  laws, 
and  ibr  the  king's  peace,  was  vigoroufly  enforced 
in  all  quarters  of  the  Scottifli  dominions.     Provi*  internal 
fion  was  made,  that  the  horfe  of  the  tr^tvellef,  thc*^"'.'"^^- 

'  r-  >  tration. 

plough  of  the  hulbandman,  or  whatever  other  arti- 
cle of  property,  might  be  neceffarily  expofed  in  the 
open  fields ;  ftiould  not-be  idolen,  without  jCift  pu- 
miknient  being  afterwards  infliAed  on  the  thief,  . 
and  due  compenfation  being  made  to  the  perfon 
who  was  pillaged.  In  a  grand  jufticiary  progrefs 
through  the  kingdom,  the  Regent  happily  feized, 
near  Wigton  in  Galloway,  a  company  of  banditti, 
and  forthwith  executed  fummary  jufticc  upon  them. 
Another  notable  inftance  of  ftern  and  wholefome 
jufttce,  was  exhibited  by  Randolph,  at  Invernefs, 

in 

♦  Fordun.  XIIT.  i8:— H.  Boeth.  L.  XV.  Fo.  322:— 
Buchanan.  L.  IX.  Sub  initio : — J.  Major,  L.  V.  C  10  :-* 
Lcflqei.  Pag.  238,  &c.  ^ 
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Sect.  I.  Ja  the  execudon  of  a  man  who,  although  guilty  of 
the  murther  of  a  prieft,  believed  himfelf  fecurefrom 
punifhment,  becaufe  he  had  obtained  a  Papal  abfo* 
lution  from  the  crime.  In  whatever  diftrid,  tur- 
bulent licentioufnqfs^  or  crimes  againft  the  peace 
of  the  community,  demanded  the  chaftifement  of 
public  jqftice;  there,  the  Regent,  with  unwea- 
ried activity  and  vigilance,  (till  {hewed  himfelf 
alike  reiady  to  maintain  dyil  order,  to  proted:  the 
weak  and  innocent,  and  to  punifh  infubordination, 
rapacity,  and  oppreffion.  His  cares  were  fo  far 
fuccefsful,  as  to  reprefs  eSeftually  whatever  difor- 
ders  had  been  excited  by  riiing  contempt  for  the 
infant  reign  :  His  juftice  was  univerfally  revered  ; 
His  aftiyity  and  wifdom  were  edeemed  and  ad- 
mired*. 

But,  in  the  mean  time,  a  ftorm  began  to  ^trifq 
An  inv»-  ^^^  abroad.  The  exiles,  abetted  in  their  purpofe 
-^fion  thrct-by  the  king  of  England,  excited  by  the  correfpon- 
dence  of  Edward  Balliol,  and  guided  by  the  coun- 
sels of  Henry  de  Beaumont,  a  fufferer  in  the  fame 
cauie  with  themfelves  ;  muftered  a  force,  colleded 
money,  provifions,  and  military  ftores,  and  pre- 
pared to  invade  Scotland.  Balliol,  conceiving  fome- 
what  of  that  generous  ardour  which  might  become 

the 

•  Fordun.  L.  XIII.  C.  18,  19:— Major.  L.  V.  C.  10  :— 
Bocth,  h'  XV.  F©.  322;  &c. 
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the  pretender  to  at  Crown,  Mued  from  his  retire- f"*^ '• 
ment  at  his  eiUtes  in  France,  and  aflfumed  the  com- v 


maad  of  the  expedition.  Four  hfindred  warriours  ^^^ 
clad  in  complete  arm6ut,  and  mounted  dn  horf&- 
bock,  with  three  thoufind  foot  foldiers,  more  hn-  ^ 
perfedlj  equipped,  andvarioufly  armed,  appear  to 
bare  eompofed  the  whole  force  of  the  invadersJ 
They  would  have  entered  the  threatened  kingdom, 
by  land)  from  England )  But  the  Englifh  monarch, 
altho-  he  had  not  hindered  them  from  concerthig 
their  meafures,  and  prepariag  dieir  armament  with- 
in his  dominions ;  would  not,  yet,  fo  openly  in- 
fringe  the  treaty  of  Northampton,  as  to  permit 
them  to  march  dired:ly  acrc^s  his  confines,  into 
the  bordering  territories  of  his  infant  brother-in- 
law.  Forbidden  to  proceed  by  land,  they  were 
not,  however  J  driven  to  r^linquilh  their  enterprize ; 
but  embarked  at  Ravenfburgh,  in  Holderhefs,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Ilumber,  aqd  thence,  fet 
fail  for  Scotland** 

Randolph  and  the  Scots  were  not  unapprizedLafi  aOt 
of  the  combination  and  the  hoftile  defigns  of  thefe^R^'*" 
adventurers.    To  repel  any  invafion  of  the  king-^*P^- 
dom,    which  (houkl  advance  from  the  Englifh 
marches,  the  Scottiih  Regent  quickly  aflembled 

the 

♦  Fordun.  L.  XIII.  C.  19,  20,  2I9  22  : — ^Major.  V.  12  :— 
Boetfa.  XV.  Fo.  323  :^-Buchapan.  L.'  IX:— Leffcci.  Hi(t 
239  : — ^Leland  :  Walfingham,  Fcederay  IVt  511,  Sec. 
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Sect.!,  ed,  the  fetal  intrepidity  of  the  Scottifli  hero,  carri- 
ed him  too  fer  in  the  purfuit,  to  a  diftance  from 
the  main  body  of  the  Chriftian  army.  The  fugi- 
tive Moors,  rallying  where  they  faw  themfelves 
followed  only  by  Douglas  with  fome  few  att'en-- 
dants  i  furrounded  the  purfuers ;  and  aflailed  them 
with  rekindling  courage,  which  their  fcanty  num« 
ber  and  exhaufted  vigour  could  ill  withftand^ 
Douglas,  ia  this  laft  extremity,  took  from  his  bo- 
fom,  the  caflcet  containing  his  matter's  heart,  which 
he  carried  conftantly  about  his  perfon ;  and  crying, 
Pafs  thou  onward,  as  thou  waji  wont ;  and  Douglas 
will  follow  thee,  or  die  !  threw  the  cafket  among 
the  thickeft  of  the  foes ;  and  himfelf  rufhing  after, 
with  a  defperate  eflPort,  was  quickly  overpowered, 
and  buried  amid  a  multitude  of  enemies  falling  by 
his  hand*  The  news  of  the  fate  of  Douglas,  being 
received  in  Scotland,  aniid*  the  general  lamentation 
for  the  death  of  Randolph,  and  the  univerfal  con- 
flernation  with  which  the  threatened^  invafion  was 
cxpe£ted ;  fo  enhanced  the  fenfe  of  the  national 
ills  ;  that  it  feemed  as  if  the  whole  kingdom  had 
been,  at  once  deprived  of  all  ability  of  mind,  to 
give  counfel,  and  of  all  ftrength  of  arm  to  execute 
whatever  meafures  of  defence  might  be  requifite 
in  the  flrong  exigency  of  theprefent  circumftances*. 

Mean- 

♦  Fordun.  L.  XIII.  C  20,  21  .—Major.  L.  V.  C.  11  :— 
Bachanan.  L.  IX  :-r-JE^arbottry  Pinkerton's  edition  : '  Mariana 
XV.  21,  &c. 
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Meanwhijue,  Balliol  with  the  exiles  his  confc-8««T.i. 
derate89  and  ail  the  force  which  they  had  mufter- 


cd,  failed,  in  one  fquadron,  into  the  frith  of  Forth,    f'  ^*    ^ 
Their  landing-was,  in  vain  oppofed  by  the  earl  ofBaUioi 
Fife,  with  a  few  followers,  haftily  aflembled.     One  Fife. 
part  of  the  invaders  came  on  Ihore  at  Kinghorn;  ea- 
lily  routed  thofe  by  which  they  were  encountered  ; 
and  after  the  delay  of  only  a  fingle  night,  marched 
onward  to  Dunfcrmling.  While  their  (hips,  coafting 
along  the  eaftern  fhor^s  of  Fife^  entered  the  frith 
of  Tayj    the  army  on  land,  proceeded  rapidly 
northward,  till  they  reached  Forteviot,  oti  the 
fouthem  bank  of  the  river  Erne,  at  the  diflance  of 
between  three  and  four  miles  from  the  town  of 
Perthp  and  within  fight  of  the  ftation  of  the  fleet*« 

At  Perth,  the  Scottiih  Nobles  had,  in  the  niean^„^,^^ 
time,  afTembled  in  a  convention,  to  eled  a  newp'*^*^'^®: 

wa;  and 

Regent.  >Donald,  earl  of  Marre,  nephew  to  Ro-meafures 
bert  Bruce,  was,  after  fome  jarring  debates,  nomi-^pio^ 
nated  to  fucceed  Randolph  in  that  high  office.  He 
inftantly  muftered  a  numerous  and  powerful  force, 
and  from  Perth  advanced  to  Dupplin,  on  the  north- 
em  bank  of  the  Erne ;  where  he  encamped  his  ar- 
my in  a  pofition  oppofite  to  that  of  the  invading 
hod,  and  fo  nigh,  that  the  invaders  could  not  crofs 
the  river,  without  riiking  a  battle.  Nor  were  the 
Voi..  IjUL  B  inhabitants 

*  Fordon*  XIII.  as,  te. 
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•kct.  t.   inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  counties  lefs  alert.     A 

Chap.  I. 

fecond  army,  hardly  iefs  numerous  than  that  which 
was  encamped  at  Dupplin,  was,  at  the  fame  time, 
conduced  by  the  Earl  of  March,  from  Lothian, 
northward,  by  Stirling,  as  far  as  Auchterarder, 
within  eight  miles  of  Forteviot,  and  Balliol's  camp. 
In  cdmparifon  with  the  numbers  of  thefe  two  ar- 
mies which  thus  haftened  to  oppofe  them,  the  in- 
vaders were  but  an  handful ;  the  junftion  of  the 
forces  of  March  with  thofc  of  Marre,  would  great- 
ly augment  the  relative  difparity  of  the  two  hofts 
which  were  immediately  oppofed  to  each  other : 
Nor  could  Balliol  and  his  followers  even  retire  to 
their  (hips,  without  expofing  themfelyes  to  all  the 
evils  of  entire  defeat.  In  thefe  circumftances ;  if  the 
refolution  and  unanimity  of  the  Scots,  had  been 
equal  to  their  apparent  flrength  and  adivity ;  jio  e- 
vcnts  could  be  more  probable,  than  the  fruftration  of 
the  invafion,  and  the  deftruSlon  of  the  invaders*. 

,  Attroft  II.     But,  the  Scots  were  as  (heep  without  a  keeper ; 

^»di2,  the  invaders  wei^  defperately  bold,  as  a  lion  caught 
in  toils.  The  Regent's  army  were,  at  once  dif- 
truftful  of  the  abilities  of  their  leader,  and  ihfo- 
lently  fcornful  of  the  enemies  whom  they  had  to 
encounter  ;  fecure  even  to  the  negled  of  all  dif- 
cipline,  and^amid  their  boldnefs,  not  all  cordially 
faithful  to  the  interefts  of  their  country.     Balliol 

and 
*  Fordun.  XIII.  22  :— Hemisgford  11.  273,  kc. 
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and  his  followers  were  fiiUy  fenfible  of  all  the  dif-^«<^^- 1» 
ficulties  of  their  fituation,  and  were  unanimous  in^ 


their  refolutions  to  do  whatever,  vigilknce,  valour,  f:^* 
and  ftratagem  could  accompliih,  in  order  to  deli- 
ver themfelves  from  danger,  and  to  purfue  their 
enterprize  to  a  fuccefsful  iifue.  When  the  two 
boilile  armies  were  refpe£kively  in  thefe  fituations 
and  difpofitions,  the  invaders  fuddenly  croflfed  the 
rirer  by  night ;  and  while  the  Scots  were  diffolved 
in  fleep,  and  intemperate  riot,  made  an  unexpeAed 
attack  upon  their  unfortified  and  diforderly  camp* 
At  the  firft  alarm  of  the  aflault,  the  young  earl  of  Battieef 
Moray,  fon  to  the  late  Regent,  with  three  hundred  ^"PF"*- 
men  in  full  armour,  haftened  to  meet  the  (hock  of 
the  aflailants.  His  gallantry  being  bravely  fecond- 
ed  by  his  companions,  for  fome  moments  withftood 
the  onfet  of  the  enemy.  But,  the  alarm  was,  in 
the  mean  time,  communicated  throughout  the  Scot- 
tifli  camp }  Marre  and  his  whole  diforderly  and 
ill-appointed  hoft,  were  roufed  to  arms ;  they  rulh- 
ed  onward  in  a  confufed  crowd,  and  in  an  uncer* 
tainty  concerning  the  circumftances  of  the  attack, 
which  made  them  incapable  of  aflion,  and  expof- 
ed  them,  an  eafy  prey  to  the  fury  of  the  enemy. 
Even  the  efforts  of  young  Randolph  and  thofc 
who  fought  by  his  fide,  were  fo  impeded  by  the 
movements  of  this  diforderly  hoft,  which  fhould 
have  fuftained  and  aided  them ;  that  they  could 
»o  longer  make  any  effedqal  oppolition  to.the  ftre- 

naous 
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StcT,  I.  XIU0U6  impulfe  of  BallioPs  troops.  Randolph,  and 
with  him,  the  earls  of  Menteich  and  Carrick,  and 
fome  other  nobles  periflied  in  the  fight.  The  mul- 
titude of  the  Scots  were  trodden  down  in  heaps, 
and  flaughtered  by  the  enemy  without  oppofuion* 
The  havock  dmd  purfuit  of  the  vanquiihed  and  flee- 
ing hoft,  were  prolonged  to  mid-day.  BaHiol's. 
viftorious  army  then  proceeded  to  Perth,  and  took 
poiTeflion  of  that  ftrong  town,  the  centtal  capital 
of  the  kingdotn,and  a  flation  fufEciently  acceifible 
to  their  fleet,  which  now  rode  at  anchor  ia  the 
frith  of  Tay.  Marre,  the  ^cottiih  Regent,  was  in 
the  number  of  thofe  who  had  fallen  in  the  battle^. 

Difperfion  Th£  Earl  of  March  was  now  advancing  with 
ofMrrch'i^'^  army,  from  Auchterarder  to  Dupplin.  A 
»^y-  wounded  foldier  who  had  efcaped  out  of  the  battle, 
met  him  by  the  way ;  but  ere  he  could  diflindly 
communicate  the  tidings  of  the  miferable  overthrow 
of  the  R«gent's  forces,  fell  down,  and  expired* 
March  haftening  ^nxioufly  onward,  foon  came 
yrithin  flght  of  Dupplin-moor,  and  there  beheld 
only  the  flaughtered  remains  of  the  army  which  he 
bad  come  to  fuppprt.  Difappoi^tment,  rage,  for- 
row,  confternation  were  at  the  light  elicited,  with 
ipingled  force  and  emotion,  in  the  hearts  of  the 

Scots; 

•  Fordun.  L.  XIII.  C.  aa:— Major.  L.  V.  C.   ii  :~ 
Buchanan.  L.  IX :«— Lefl.  239^  Jcc. 
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Scots,    They  would  avenge  the  fate  of  their  flain^t^T.  t 
countrymen ;  they  could  not  but  dread  the  ptowefs^^i'^v^^^ 
d  the  vidors,  who,  although  but  an  handful,  had   f^^ 
prevailed  in  fight,  againft  fo  many  ;  they  began  to 
feel  a  fudden  diftruft,  every  one  of  the  courage 
and  fidelity  of  his  neighbour  ;  they  were  ready  to 
defpair  of  a  caufe  which  they  faw  to  be  fo  fatally 
unfortunate;  yet,  fliame  withheld  them  from  a« 
bandoning  the  interefts  of  the  fon  oi  Robert  Bruce^  < 

without  making  at  left  one  trial  of  their  ftrength, 
^[ainil  t^e  enemy.  In  thefe  wavering  and  difcor- 
dant  fentiments,  they  hefitatingly  purfued  the  foot* 
fteps  of  the  vidors  toward  Perth«  But,  when  they 
had  reached  the  north-eaft  flope  of  that  hilly  ridge 
vhich  immediately  fhelters  the  vale  of  Perth,  on 
its  fouthem  fide ;  they  faw  Balliol's  forces  impa- 
tiently awaiting  their  approach,  in  all  the  confi« 
dence  of  vi&ory.  This  fight  was  enough  to  move 
their  already  irrefolute  minds  from  their  firft  pur- 
pofe.  They  halted ;  receded ;  ^d  within  a  (hort 
time^  without  orders,  and  without  confultation, 
difperfed  themfelves  in  univerfal  flight.  Yet,  be- 
fore this  final  difperfion  took  place,  a  faint  attempt 
was,  for  fppie  few  days,  made,  to  reduce  by  a  block- 
ade of  the  town,  thofe  Whom  March  and  his  troops 
diirft  not  aflail  with  one  Vigorous  impulfe.  Crabbe, 
the  Fleming,  who  had  formerly  diftingui(hed  him- 
lelf  in  the  defence  of  Berwick.,  came,  in  the  mean 
iime  with  ten  ibips,  into  the  frith  of  Tay,  and  en- 
gaged 
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•»«T.  I.  gaged  the  Engli(h  fleet,  but  was  defeated,  with  the 
lofs  of  all  his  veflels.  It  was  in  confequence  of 
thefe  continued  difafters,  that  the  general  flight  of 
the  Scots,  left  Edward  Balliol,  for  a  time,  undif* 
turbed  maftef  of  Perch,  and  all  the  adjacent  terri- 
tory of  Gowry,  Fife,  and  Strathern.  Purfuing  the 
advantage  which  his  good  fortune  had  beftowed  ; 
Balliol  convoked  the. principal  inhabitants  of  thefe 
eMcmm-  diilri^ ;  and^n  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  Septem- 
Edward  t^er,  iu  the  year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-two ;  was,  in  their  prefence,  folenmly  crawn^ 
f  d  ELing  of  Scotland,  at  Scone*. 


Chapter  IL 

From  the  Coronation  ofEnwAitD  Baluol^  to  thepe^ 
riod  at  which  be  rejigned  his  pretenfions  to  the  fo^ 
vereigniy  o/ScotlanDj  in  favour  of  the  Engusm 
King. 

obfcn.  Jjy  thefe  fuccefles  of  Edward  Balliol,  and  the  ex- 
the  renew,  lie  adventurers  who  had  efpoufed  his  caufe;  the 
^^f^^  ^^g  ancient  contefl  for  the  fuccefllon  to  the  Scottifh 
ftfcceffion.  Crown  i  and  the  hopes  of  the  Engliih,  to  fubju- 

gate 

•  Fordun.  L.  XIII.  C  22 :— Major.  L*  V.  C.  11  :— 
Boeth.  L.  XV*  Fo.  325  6  :«-Heniingford  IL  2731  lrc» 
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gate  Scotland  by  interfering  in  the  quarrel  j  WereS^^T,  i. 
once  more  renewed.     The  effeft  of  the  toils  andv 


darings  of  Wallace,  of  the  adventurous  enterpnzes    ^-  ®- 
of  Bruce,  of  the  perfevcting  courage  and  fidelity  R«flc*a*- 
of  Douglas  and  Randolph,  the  eftabliihment  forthec^ 
the  fake  of  which  fo  many  thoufands  had  bled,ri^hS^ 
feemed  now  to  be  again  overthrown.     Rcfigning^^""* 
his  authority  into  the  hands  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, and  deferting  the  caufe  of  the  Scottifli  nation^ 
while  they  fought  to  vindicate  their  freedom ;  the 
fxther  of  Edward  Balliol,  had,  by  thofe  ads,  no 
doubt,  abfolutely  forfeited  all  his  rights  to  t\it 
Scottifh  Grown.      His  rights  had  juftly  devolv- 
ed upon  Robert  Bruce,  as  the  next  in  the  or- 
der of  fucceflion,  and  as  a  patriot  and  a  hero 
whom  his  own  exertions,  ;md  the  general  voice  of 
his  countrymen,  had  alike  confpired  to  exalt  to 
the  regal  dignity.     But,  their  own  private  intc- 
refts,  perhaps  their  perfonal  wrongs,  thofe  preju- 
dices which  interefl  and  refentment  eafily  gener- 
ate ;  had  naturally  concurred  to  make  thofe  who 
were  exiles  on  account  of  their  enmity  to  Bruce, 
ftill  efteem  Balliors  the  better  caufe.    Now,  when  - 
flufhed  with  fuccefs,  they  could  not  fail  to  regard 
both  Balliol's  claims  and  their  own,  as  equally  and 
irrefragaWy  juft.    Their  farther  fuccef^  might  eafi- 
ly  turn  the  wi{hes  of  the  whole  nation  from  the  fa- 
mily of  Bruce  to  that  of  Balliol.     How  Ihould  the 
rights  of. an  unprotected  boy^  prevail  againil  the, 

pretenfions 
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V^'  \i  pf eteniions  of  a  man  qualified  to  command  armies^ 


and  to  prefide  in  councils,  who  was  followed  by  a 
^^'    number  of  gallant  and  faithful  warriours,  and 
whofe  enterprizes  were  &voured  with  unlooked- 
for  good  fortune  ? 

1^^^^^^^^^^  Yet,  while  Balliol,  immediately  after  his  coro- 
.^Pcrtk.  nation  at  Scone,  returned  fouthward,  to  open  a 
communication  with  the  Englifh  marches ;  a  party 
of  the  loyal  adherents  to  the  interefts  of  David 
Bruce,  concerted  a  fudden  enterprize  againft  the 
flender  garrifon  left  by  the  ufurper  in  the  town  of 
Perth.  Its  temporary  fortifications  were  unfit  to 
refiil  a  iiege  :  It  was  garrifoned  by  few  elfe,  befide 
the  earl  of  Fife,  who  from  the  prifoner  had  become 
the  partizan  of  Balliol,  with  his  family  and  his  vaf- 
fals.  By  flratagem,  however,  probably,  rather 
than  by  a  regular  aflault,  it  was  quickly  taken  by 
the  befiegers  ;  of  whom  the  leaders  were  James  and 
♦  Simon  Frazer,  and  Robert  Keith.  Murray  of  Tul- 
libarden,  who  was  accufed  of  having  betrayed  to 
'Balliol,  the  fafety  of  the  royal  army  at  Dupplin, 
by  difcovering  the  ford,  at  which  the  invaders 
crofTed  the  Erne,  to  furprize  the  Scottifh  camp  ; 
being  found  with  Balliol's  garrifon  in  Perth ;  was 
furiouily  put  to  death  by  the  conquerors,  as  a  trai« 
tor  to  his  country*. 

Ik 

*  Fordan.  L.  XIII.  C.  25  :•— Knyghton  2562  :•— Major. 
L.  V.  Q.  II ;— Boeth..  L.  XV.  Fo.  326. 
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In  England,  and  upon  the  confines  between  the^==^-  J- 
two  kingdoms,  there  were  now  pafling,  tranfaftions  v 
of  much  weightier  import  to  the  intercfts  of  Scot- 
land.    The  Englifli  King,  from  the  firft,  no  doubt, 
aware  of  the  counfels  and  deiigns  of  Balliol  and 
his  followers ;   was  no  fooner  informed  of  their  ^^jj-^j  ^^ 
growing  fucceffes;    than  he  haftily  came  north-^a»°»«*»e^ 

,t  ...  r    1        ^         ^n     r  •  alliance  o£ 

ward  to  the  vicmicy  of  the  Scottilh  frontiers;  as  ifEugUad. 
of  purpofe  to  take  advantage  of  the  troubles  which 
were  arifing  in  this  neighbouring  kingdom.     BaU 
liel  and  his  adherents,  repairing,  at  the  fame  time, 
fouthward  to  Roxburgh,  entered  eagerly  into  a 
new  negociation  with  the  King  of  England ;  to 
which  they  were  impelled,  equally  by  the  hope  of 
g^ning  his  aid,  and  by  thq  fear  of  his  efpoufmg, 
in  oppofition  to  them,  the  caufe  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  young  David  Bruce.     No  circumftances  could 
have  been  more  favourable  than  thefe,  to  the  am- 
bitious policy  of  England^    Edward  Balliol,  readi- 
ly confenting  to  imitate  the  example  of  his  father  ; 
did  homage  to  the  Englifli  King,  as  lord-paramount 
of  Scotland  j  r^figned  to  him,  by  a  folemn,  writ- 
ten deed,  the  direft  poflefficm  of  the  town,  caftle, 
and  territory  of  Berwick^  and  engaged,  for  him- 
felf  and  his  fucceffors,  that,  if  e&ablifiied  on  the 
Scottilh  throne,  they  fliould,  whenever  fummoned, 
attend  the  kings  of  England  in  all  their  foreign 
wars,  at  their  own  charges,  and  upon  each  diffe- 
rent occafion,  for  the  full  fpace  of  one  year  j — ^Ed- 
VoL.  III.  C  ward 
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Sect.i.  xtrard  Balliol  himfelf,  with  two  hundred  men  in 
complete  armour,-— every  one  of  his  fucceffors, 
with  one  hundred.  In  return  for  this  homage  and 
thefe  engagements,  the  Englifli  monarch  ;  regard- 
lefs  of  the  treaty  of  Northampton,  and  of  his  own 
affinity  to  young  Brucp ;  agreed  to  maintain  Ed- 
ward Balliol  and  his  heirs,  in  the  feudal  and  de- 
pendent fovereignty  of  theScottifh  kingdom.  Thi? 
favour  and  fupport  of  the  Englifli  King,  adde^  to 
their  formeV  fucceffes,  greatly  increafed  the  repu- 
tation of  Balliol's  party  throughout  Scotland.  Al- 
though fo  foon  deprived  of  Perth,  they  were  now, 
however,  maflers  of  almofl  all  the  fouthern  and 
fouth-eaft  parts  of  the  country.  Every  day  brought 
in  new  vaflals  to  do  homage  to  Balliol,  aAd  new 
foldiers  to  light  ynder  his  banners*. 

Amidst  thefe  events,  the  loyal  adherents  to  the 
New  cf-   family  of  Bruce,  began  to  recover,  niore  generally, 

forts  of  the  •  r    ^     •     n    n  •  -r*!       r  /.^,      *^ 

friend*  of  put  of  theif  fir  ft  panic.  By  the  fuccefs  of  the  Fra- 
^'"^^'  zers  and  Keith  at  Perth,  their  friends  and  fellow-  • 
fubjefts  were  encouraged  to  rally,  to  combine  theiy 
efforts,  to  make  head  once  more  againft  the  party 
of  Balliol,  however  fupported  by  the  aid  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  traitorous  or  cowardly  defedion  of  the 
Scots  who  ought  to  have  adhered^  with  unihaken 

fidelity, 

•  Fctdera  IV.  536.  539 :— Fordun.  XIII.  25  :~Bucl»o. 
L.  IX.  .   .  , 
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fiddity,  to  the  fon  of  Robert  Bruce.  The  north- s«ct.  l 
ern  and  north-weft  parts  of  the  Scottiih  dominions,  ;^^v^ 
as  far  as  thefe  were  fubmiffive  to  the  controul  of  ^  ?• 
regular  government ;  with  the  eaftem  and  weftern 
counties  j  were  as  yet,  almoft  every  where  loyal  to 
their  infant  King,  Sir  Andrew  Murray  of  Both-* 
well,  hufband  to  the  fifter  of  Robert  Bruce,  accep« 
ted  the  office  of  Regent,  which  had  been  left  vacant 
by  the  fall  of  the  Earl  of  Marre,  at  Dupplin.  On 
the  eaftern  and  fouthern  marches,  the  Earl  of 
March,  and  Archibald  Douglas  ;  whofe  poflfelHont 
were  either  adually  within  the  power  of  the  ene- 
my, or  at  left  expofed  to  their  inroads ;  feem  to 
have  wavered  between  adherence  to  Bruce,  and 
defertion  to  Balliol ;  and  folicited  a  fhort  truce 
from  the  latter,  in  hopes  of  negociating,  as  they 
iaid,  an  accommodation  of  differences  between 
their  king  and  the  ufurper.  But,  to  this  truce^ 
the  firucian  party  in  general,  who  owned  Murray 
for  Regent,  refufed  to  accede.  Even  Douglas  foon 
returned  to  inftanc  and  hearty  a£tivity  in  the  cauife 
of  his  King.  Aflbciating  with  John  the  young 
£arl  of  Moray  who  had  fucceeded  his  brother,  and 
with  Simon  Frazer,  one  of  the  conquerors  of  Perth; 
Douglas,  with  thefe  chieftains,  afTembled  a  body  of 
horfemen  at  Moffat  in  Annandale ;  and  in  a  fud-_  .   . 

Their  fuc« 

den  and  fecret  enterprize,  came  unexpeftedly  up-ccftat 
on  Balliol,  while  he  lay  in  thoughtlefs  fecurity  at 
the  town  of  Annan }  overpowered  the  refiftance  of 
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Sect.  1.  his  attendants  ;  flew  his  brother  Henry,  and  not  a 
few  other  perfons  of  diftindipn ;  and  had  ahnoft 
made  prifoner,  Edward  Balliol  himfelf ;  who,  with 
difficulty,  efcaped,  naked  and  unattended;  into 
England*. 

Balliol         Notwithstanding  thefe  efforts  of  the  loyal 
fupponcd  Scots,  and  the  fuccefs  with  which  this  laft,  bold 

bj  the  '    ^  . 

EngUflu  enterprize  was  crowned  ;  the  King  of  England 
would  not  fo  foon  renounce  his  engagements  with 
Balliol,  nor  relinquifli  the  hopes  upon  which  thofe 
engagements  were  founded.  Had  Edward  Balliol, 
indeed,  been  flain  or  taken  captive  at  Annan ;  fuch 
an  event  might  have  at  once  compofed  the  troubles 
which  the  profecution  of  his  pretentions,  had  be- 
gun to  excite.  But,  one  of  his  firfl:  a£ts,  after  his 
efcape  into  Cumberland,  was,  to  appoint  commiC- 
iioners,  who  fliould,  in  his  name,  folemnly  ratify 
by  oath,  the  treaty  which  he  had  already  made 
with  the  Englifh  monarch.  Edward  of  England, 
almofl;  immediately  upon  this,  throwing  off  all  dif- 
guife ;  accufed  the  Scots  of  having  violated  the 
treaty  of  Northampton,  by  ads  of  hoflility  upon 
the  Englifh  borders;  encouraged  his  barons  to 
take  arms  with  Balliol ;  and  muflered  a  force,  to 
invade  Scotland,  or  to  repulfe  invafioti.    It  may 

be, 

♦  Fordun.  L.  XIII.  C.  25:— J,  Major.  L.  V,  C.  ii  ^-• 
Bocth.  L.  XV.  Fo.  326, 
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be,  that  Edward  would  rather  have  accepted  thc^^o^'- 

•  '  Chap.  I1« 

fame  conditions  of  homs^e  and  vaffal-fervices  fromuior^^ 
his  young  brother-in-law,  David  Bruce,  than  from  ^J^ 
Balliol,  who  was  not  allied  to  his  family :  But,  the 
adherents  to  Balliol,  were,  men  attached  likewife 
to  the  interefts  of  England  ;  they  who  fupported 
the  family  of  Bruce,  were  the  ardent  votaries  of 
their  country's  freedom  j  the  former  had  forfeited 
their  ancient  inheritances  in  Scotland,  by  taking 
part  with  the  Engli(h ;  the  latter  had  acquired 
their  prefent  pofleifions,  by  the  heroilm  with 
which  they  and  their  fathers  withftood  and  over- 
threw Englifh  ufurpation :  And,  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  the  interefts  of  his  policy  and  ambition^ 
left  Edward  no  room  for  choice  between  the  rights 
of  Bruce,  and  the  pretentions  of  Balliol.  Balliol 
thus  openly  encouraged  and  fupported,  quickly  re- 
turned out  of  his  Ihort  exile,  with  a  powerful  force 
of  Englifh  warriours  ;  and  having  taken  and  burnt 
the  caflle  of  Oxnam  in  Teviotdale ;  fixed  his  head- 
quarters, for  a  time,  in  the  vicinity  of  Roxburgh** 

But,  the  defenders  of  Bruce,  and  of  the  liber-iarcMd  n». 
ties  of  Scotland,  were  not  now  idle.    Archibald^^^^ 
Douglas,  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  fortunate  enter- 
prize  againit  Annan,  was  fent  with  a  force  of  three 

thoufand 

*  Fcedera  IV.  552 :— Hemiogford  IL  274:— KnygktM 
3562 :— -Walfingham  i^z* 
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Sect.  I.  thoufand  men,  to  invadt  the  weftern  border  of 
*  England.  He  accompliflied  his  enterprise  ^;^ith 
full  fuccefs,  ravaged  the  diftrift  of  Gillcfland,  and 
returned  fafely  home  with  abundant  fporls  and 
many  prifoners.  The  invaders  were  quickly  pur- 
fued  by  a  retaliating  incuriion  from  England. 
Near  Lochmaben,  the  Englilh,  led  on  by  Sir  An- 
thony Luqr,  were  bravely,  but  in  vain  oppofed  by 
the  affembled  Scots  of  the  adjacent  diftrifts.  The 
Englifh  prevailed.  .  Of  the  Scots,  Humphry  de 
Bois,  Humphry  Jardine,  and  William  Carlyle  were 
flain,  with  many  others ;  and  Sir  William  Doug* 
las,  afterwards  the  celebrated  knight  of  Liddefdale^ 
with  William  Baird,  and  an  hundred  more,  w^ere 
made  prifoners*.  v 

«r  An-       These  were  but  ravaging  incurfions,  intended, 
^cwMur-Qjj  Y^^Yi  fides,  rather  to  harafs,  and  alarm,  than  to 

ray  m  an  '  '  ' 

•track  on  anfwcr  the  ends  of  any  regular,  confccutivc  plan 
Roxburgh;  of  military  pohcy.  But,  Sir  Andrew  Murray,  the 
^rSmCT.  Regent,  attempted  the  more  important  enterprize 
of  aflaulting  the  encampment  of  Balliol  at  Rox- 
burgh, and  cutting  off  his  flehder  army  before  they 
fliould  be  ftrengthened  by  reinforcements  from 
England.  At  the  bridge  of  Roxburgh,  an  impe- 
tuous onfec  was  made  by  the  Scots^  and  was  vigOi^ 

roufly 

•  Walfmgham  132:— Fordun.   XIII.  27:— Bocth.  L. 
XV.  Fo.  326. 
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roufly  refifted  by  the  troops  of  Balliol.  While  thes^c^.  i. 
confli^  was  earneftly  prefled,  on  both  fides,  a  brave 
efquire*  Ralph  Gblding  by  name,  ftepping  forward 
from  among  the  Scots,  fought  with  aflonifliing  in* 
trepidity^  amid  the  thickeft  of  the  enemy,  till  he 
was  throwA  to  the  ground.  From  the  ranks  out 
of  which  he  had  advanced,  the  Regent  himfelf, 
more  generoufly  gallant  than  became  his  office, 
was  the  firft  to  fly  to  the  relief  of  the  bold  Gold- 
ii^«  By  the  hope  of  making  fo  confiderable  z 
perfoo  their  prifqner,  the  foldiers  of  Balliol^  were 
call^  forth  in  a  larger  number,  and  moved  to  fight 
with  redoubled  ardour.  None,  or  few  of  the  Re« 
gent's  own  foldiers  rufhed  forward,  to  fupport  or 
refcue  him.  He  fought  with  incredible  adivity 
and  vigour ;  but  was  at  laft  compelled  to  furren- 
der  himfelf  a  prifoner ;  althQugh»  even  then,  it  was 
sot  Balliol,  but  the  King  of  England,  whofe  cap* 
tive  he  would  ackAOwlodge  himfelf  to  be' 


•\ 


Edward  the  Third  of  England,  had,  in  the  mean 
time,  fummoned  his  military  vaffals  to  attend  him  of  Eng"^ 
in  arms,  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne;  and  was  withl!J!Ji|i„*c. 
great  activity,  making  every  neceflary  preparation  ^°°.^''^ 
for  the  invaiion  of  Scotland^  in  fulfilment  of  the^^^V' 
treaty  he  had  made  with  BallioL    In  vain  had  the 

French 


«  Fordon.  XIII.  27  :— Bucbaaan.  L,  IX:«— J.  Mayor.  Im 
y.C.  12,  &c. 
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S»CT   1. 

Cbap.  II. 


French  King  endeavoured,  by  his  friendly  interpo- 
fition,  to  divert  Edward  from  his  hoflile  intentions 
IS3?.  againft  David  Bruce  and  his  fubjefts.  Of  the  be- 
nefits of  their  naval  intercourfe  with  Flanders,  Ed- 
ward earneftly  ftrove  to  deprive  them,  by  requeft- 
ing  the  Earl  of  that  country,  to  prohibit  his  fub- 
jefts  from  lending  aid  by  fea  to  thofe  whom  he 
named  the  rebellious  Scots.  Having  taken  every 
requifite,  previous  meafure,  and  having  muftered 
his  forces  at  Newcaftle ;  he  proceeded  on  his 
march  ;  and  in  the  end  of  May,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three,  arrived 
Et  Tweedmouth,  on  the  fouthem  bank  of  the 
Tweed,  and  oppofite  to  Berwick.  BallioT,  with 
his  fmall  army  had  already  laid  (iege  to  this  im- 
portant  town,  the  frontier  ftrength  of  Scotland, 
at  its  fouth-eaft  extremity. 

Nor  were  the  Scots  carelefs  of  the  fate  of  this 
ftrong  place  j  or  flow  to  meet  the  coming  ftorm. 
The  governor  of  the  town  of  Berwick,  was  the 
brave  Alexander  Seton  ;  and  while  this  command 
remained  with  Seton,'  the  Earl  of  March  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  government  of  the  dftle.  By  fea, 
and  on  land,  the  fiege  was  vigoroufly  urged  by  the 
fleet  and  army  of  the  Englilh.  A  gallant  refiftance 
was  made  by  the  befieged ;  many  of  the  Englifh 
fhips  were  burnt  or  funk ;  many  of  their  foldiers 
fell  i  every  aflault  they  attempted,  was  (till  with 
2  heroic 
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heroic    intrepidity  repulfed.      Yet,  at    laft,  the'^cTJ- 
force  and  per&verance  of  the  befiegers,  began  to< 
overcome  the  refiftance  of  thofe  by  whom  they 
were  oppofed  :  William,  the  fon  of  Alexander  Se- 
ton,  a  youth  worthy  of  his  father,  perifhed  in  an 
attack  upon  the  Englifli  fleet :  Each  fucceeding  day 
thinned  the  numbers,  and  diminifhed  the  refources 
of  the  cownfmen  and  the  ^rrifon :  And  Seton  was 
at  lad  obliged  to  folicit  and  accept  a  truce,  on  the 
hard  conditions  of  agreeing  to  furrender  the  town 
to  the  befiegers,  unlefs  it  ihould  before  a  certain 
day,  be  relieved  by  fupplies  from  Scotland }  and  of 
giving  hoftages,  among  whom  was  his  own  only  . 
furviving  fon,  to  the  Englifli,  as  fecurities  for  his 
iaithful  performance  of  the  fl:ipaiated  furrender,  if 
the  fupplies  he  ezpefted,  fliould  fail  to  arrive*. 

Archibald  Douglas,  now  Regent  of  Scotland  The  sects 
for  David  Bruce,  in  confequence  of  the  captivity  JJ^tftth^ 
of  Andrew  Murray,  had,  in  the  mean  time,  affem-g^f^Pf,^. 
bled  a  numerous  army^  and  was  impatiently  advan.»n<*»°^*^« 
cing  to  give  battle  to  the  Englifli,  and  raife  thebcriaud. 
fiege  of  Berwick.  On  the  eleventh  day  of  July,  the 
beiieged  garrifon,  with  infinite  joy,  beheld  the  ar« 
my  of  Douglas  arrive  within  fight  of  the  town, 
and  were  flattered  with  hopes  of  fure  relief,  be- 

Vol.  hi.  D  fore 

•  FoedcralV.  564.  566 :— Fordun.  XIII.  27  :— Exirad 
from  Scaia  Cbromca^  publiQied  bf  Sir  Dav.  Dalrymple,  An« 
aals  Vol.  II.  App.  5,  &c. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^6  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.     [Book  IV. 

»icT.  I.  fore  the  expiration  of  the  truce.  Douglas  with  his 
forces,  croffed  the  Tweed  ;  threw  fome  fmall  fup- 
plies  of  neceffaries,  and  fome  few  auxiliary  warri- 
ours  into  the  town ;  and  after  vainly  driving  to 
draw  the  Englifh  out  to  battle  upon  equal  ground; 
or  to  introduce  by  fome  avenue,  more  effed:ual 
fuppHes  to  the  relief  of  the  befieged  ;  paffed  on- 
ward with  his  army,  to  depopulate  Northumber- 
land ;  and  even  aflfaulted  Bamburgh-caille,  in 
which  Philippa,  the  young  queen  of  England,  had 
then  her  refidence*. 

Truces,  Edward,  however,  dill  kept  his  forces  before 
ty  of  Ed-  ^he  town  ;  rcfolving  to  win  it,  ere  he  would  give 
^*''<^  battle  to  the  Scottifli  army,  unlefs  they  fliould, 
with  fooUhardy  courage,  attack  his  encampment. 
While  Douglas  in  vain  wafted  Northumberland  ; 
the  tfuce  between  Edward  and  the  governor  of  the 
town,  expired ;  and  the  Englifli  King  inftantly 
claimed  that  furrender,  to  fecurc  the  performance 
of  which,  hoftages  had  been  put  into  his  hands. 
But,  fmce  tho.  garrifon  had  obtained  fome  fmall 
fupplies,  in  fpite  of  the  keeneft  vigilance  of  the  be- 
fiegers;  and  as  Sir  William  Keith  who  entered 
with  thofe  fupplies,  had  fuperfeded  Seton  in  the 
chief  command  :  It  was  anfwered  from  the  garri- 
fon, that,  the  town  being  relieved,  could  not  be 

furrendcred  j 

*  Fordun.  XIII.  27.  laS. 
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furrendered  ;  and  the  liberation  of  the  hoftages,  ^ect.  i. 
was  in  turn  required.     Edward  feeing  himfelf  thus  \ 
mocked  by  what  he  deemed  a  deceitful  evafion  ; 
and  enraged  by  thofe  ravages  of  Northumberland 
which  yet  he  would  not  raife  the  fiege  to  check  ; 
was  exafperated  to  the  fury  almoft  of  madnefs,  by 
the  anfwer  of  the  garrifon.     The  hoftages  were  in 
his  hands  ;  they  were  the  children  of  Seton,^  and 
of  the  other  principal  perfons  within  the  town : 
On  them,  therefore,  he  threatened  to  wreak  his 
vengeance.     His  threats  could  not  move  the  Scots 
from  the  terrible  iSrmnefs  of  their  purpofe.     They 
execrated  that  violation  of  the  law  of  nations 
which  he  menaced,  but  would  not  facrifice  the 
duties  of  the  patriot  to  the  feelings  of  the  father* 
Thomas  Seton,  the  fon  of  Alexander,  and  now, 
the  only  furviving  child  of  his  parents,  was,  with 
inhuman  cruelty,  hanged  before  the  walls  of  the 
town  ;  and  the  other  hoftages  were  fpared  only  on 
account  of  their  tender  years,  and  becaufe  it  was 
not  likely  that  the  murther  of  the  reft,  would  pro- 
duce any  better  effedl  than  that  of  young  Seton,  in 
difpofing  the  garrifon  to  a  furrender.     Yet  again, 
Edward  found  himfelf  obliged  to  grant  a  fecond 
truce  to  the  befieged  ;  Sir  William  Keith  was  per- 
mitted to  pafs  out  for  the  purpofe  of  feeking  coun- 
fel  and  relief  from  the  Scottifh  Regent  who  was 
with  his  army  in  Northumberland  j  and  it  was  a- 
greed,  that,  unlefs  a  reinforcement  of  two  hundred 

men 
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sccT.|.  m£n  (hoQld  be  intrdduced  into  the  town^  tc,  jdie 
aid.  of  the  garrifon,  before  the  hour  of  ev^ninfi;* 
prayer,  on  the  ninctflenth  day  of  Jujyi;  the  bofieg- 
ed  fhould  then  deliver  up  the  to^vn  sind  caAle  Ux 
the  Englifh,  upon,  fair  terms  of  bpnourable  capiiUif 
lation*. 

n  ^v'''jT  ' 
Battle  of  The  Scottiih  arrny  were  no  fopn.er  hf.<mtned  of 
tjjiUdon  tj^is  jyu^^^  than  they  haftenod  backward,  to  (ave 
the  town  by  throwing  into  it  new  fupplie^v  oit^by 
giving  battle  to  the  enemy*  The  £ngli(h  aimy 
ilill.  maintained  the  fame  advantages  of  local  £tii8. 
tion,  which  had  before  deterred  the  Sgotg  from  at- 
tacking them*  But,  there  was  now  no  r.Qpm.  &)r 
choice  or  delay.  After  ihp  reft  of  ^  fingle  nigfA, 
the  Regent  drew  out  his  troops  in  order  of  :battie ; 
and  attempted  to  introduce  the  nectary  f^pli^s  ; 
not  without  the  purpofe  of  joining  in  a  general  en- 
gagen>ent,  if  the  relief  of  the  town,  might  Dot  •  be 
more  eafily  accompliflied.  I  lis  forces,  confiiUng 
of  about  fifteen  ihoufand  men,  .qf  ix'hom  the  great- 
er number  were  light-armed,  he  diftfibuted  .into 
four  columns,  which  were  feyerally  commanded  .by 
John  Randolph  the  young  earl  of  Moray,  Robert 
Steward  of  Scotland,  the  Regent  hinjfelf  Archibald 
Douglas,  and  Hugh  earl  of  Rpfg.    The  Scots,  to 

begin 


•  Fordan.  XIII.  27  i-^^caJa  Chronica  in  Dalrytaplc,  Vol. 
II.  Append.  5. 
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begin' the  ^attack,  Md  to  crbfs  the'matfliy  pl^un^^'CT/r 
find  to  afeend  the  hdgbts  of  Hadidon,  beyond  \ 


vhich  the  ^nemy*  awaited  their  approach.    In  a   ^^^* 
firft^fibrt,  the  foU-ahned  foldiers  of  the  Scottifli 
army,  endeavoured  to  break  through  the  polls  of 
the  Engliih,  to  whei-e  they  might  be  received  by  the 
garriibn  itto  the  town.    They  were  repulfed  with 
^eatflMgHter.  Ere  this  time,  however,  the  whole 
ficattkh  army  had  advanced  to  fuftain  that  firft  at- 
tack, ajtd  to  charge  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy. 
The  column  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Rc^s^  af- 
£uKiig  the  flank  of  the  Englifli  army  with  mighty 
impetuofity,  feemed  at  firft  likely  to  make  an  im- 
pteffiofi,  but  were  foon  difordered  and  driven  back. 
The  &g\it  had  now  become  general:  the  Scots, 
cdnftdering  the  fate  of  the  liberties  of  their  coun- 
try,  to  depend  upon  the   event   of  the    battle, 
fought  in  every  part  of  the  fkM,  with  that  defpc- 
rare  intrepidity  which  well  became  the  ancient 
fame  of  their  patriotifm  and  valour.     But,  againfl: 
fuch;oddsi  in  local  circumftances  fo  difad vantage- 
ous,  and  at  the  fame  time  in  oppofition  to  enemies 
Miho  were  not  lefs  brave,  and  were  probably  better 
difciplincd,  and  more  completely  equipped  than 
themfelves,  the  Scots  could  not  prevail.   The  flow- 
er  of  their  nobles  and  warriours  iFell,  bravely  fight- 
ing :  Many  were  made  prifoners  :  The  reft  fought 
their  fafety  in  flight.     Difappointed,  in  this  man- 
ner, of  all  relief,  the  garrifon  of  Berwick  furren- 

dered 
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r"  V  m      ^'^  ^^^  ^^  tnecrfng,  however,  the  Paplitfinent 
of  fialliol,  made  but  little  progrefe  in  the  fettle- 


^•J^'  ment  of  the  afairs,  ort  accoum  of  which  thfey  had 
been  called  togetlier.  Rival  claims  could  not  be 
eafily  adjufted :  there  was  (iiii  in  mens'  tninds^a 
wavering  of  purpo£^5  a  tuvbid  ferment  of  fehtx«' 
ments  and  parens,  which«reiidenedtfae|ixiiioEipa^ 
ble  of  fteady  faith^  or  CGihn  deciflon ;  Bailiol  dm4 
not  proceed  to  eftablifli  himfelf  in  the-d6iiiui{OTi  of 
Scotland  withotit  fulfilling  his  treaty  with  rhecking 
of  Englaiid  ;  and  yet,  a  meafure  fo  degrading  as 
the  confeflion  of  the  fupremacy  of  the  Engtifh 
crown,  and  the  dependency  of  that  of  Scptknd, 
was  hot  to  be  propofcd  in  a  Scotttfii  ParUeaaesit, 
without  extreme  deliciicy  and  caucioiv,  4i  tirithoat 
the  previous  ufe  of  all  the  artifices  of  political  in- 
trigue, in  order  to  fecure  to  it  a.£an^ourable  retep-^ 

Second     tlon.    Within  a  few  monihb,  however,  at  a  fooond 

^\'*'"  meeting  of  his  Parliament,  Balliol  procured  the 
ratification  of  all  his  engagements  with  England. 

concef*    -To  all  that  Balliol  had  formerly  confented  to ; 

Ensland.  fubmiffiou  to  the  paramount  authority  of  England, 
fervice  in  the  Engliih  wars  with  Fradce,  thp  abfo- 
lute  and  final  furtender  of  the  town  and  territory 
of  Berwick ;  his  Parliament  now  gave  their  con- 
currence and  fandion.  Nay,  in  the  written  .deed 
in  which  thefe  were  formerly  exprefled,  the  con- 
ceflion  of  Balliol  was  enlarged,  fo  as  to  include 
the  forefts  of  Jedburgh,  Selkirk,  and  Ettrick  ;  the 

2  counties 
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counties  of  Roxburgh,  Peebles,  Dumfries,  and  E- J^^t.  i 

*^    '  '  '  Chap.  III. 

dinburgh  ;  with  the  conftabularies  of  Linlithgow v 
a!id  Haddington ;  and  all  the  towns  and  cadles 
within  thefe  territories.  Balliol  foon  after  pre- 
fcnting  himfelf  before  the  Englifti  King,  at  New- 
caflle  upon  Tyne,  there  did  homage  for  the  re- 
maining parts  of  the  kingdom-  of  Scotland.  Ed- 
ward reftored  to  Balliol,  the  lands  of  Buittle,  Ken- 
more,  and  Kirkandrews,  ancient  eftates  of  his  fa- 
mily, which  had  been  unadvifedly  included  in  the 
farrender  of  the  territory  of  Dumfries.  Thefc 
tranfaftions  were  finally  clofed :  And  Balliol  having 
fully  gratified  his  potent  ally,  turned  himfelf  to  en- 
joy and  exercife  that  fovereign  authority  which  he 
fancied  his  valour  and  difcretion  to  have  won*. 


But,  the  ftrength  and  \inion  of  Balliol's  party jrjifl.^^. 
were  for  ever  broken  by  thofe  very  events  which  ^°»»  *; 

-     ,     -  mong  thtf 

faemed  to  have  more  than  crowned  their  hopes,  adherent«i 
and  to  have  permanently  eftablilhed  their  interefts*^ 
upon  a  fecure  foundation.  The  Englifh  barons, 
and  the  exiles  who  had  been  the  firft  to  efpoufe  his 
caufe,  could  not  be  eafily  fatisfi^d'that  any  offices 
and  eftatcs  which  he  had  to  confer,  were  com- 
peafations  adequate  to  their  fervices  and  me- 
rits. Scarcely  a  fingle  favour  or  reward  was  be- 
VoL.IIL  E  flowed 


*  Focdrra  IV.   590.  614.  6i6»   618 :— Hemingford  II, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


A.  D, 
1334- 


34  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.      [Book  IV. 

^^^'\u  ^^^^^  "P^"  ^^y  ^^^  ^  them,  without  provoking 
the  envy  and  jealoufy.of  the  reft.     Perfonal  friend- 
Ihip  from  the  King,  the  degree  of  attention  with 
which  their  ancient  claims  were  refpeftively  re- 
ceived, and  the  diftribution  of  the  various  forfeit- 
ed eftates  of  the  Brucian  party ;  were  fo  many  ob- 
jeds  by  which  all  their  angry  paflions,  and  all  their 
mutually  invidious  fentiments  were  kindled,  and 
foon  inflamed  to  furious  hoflility.    Balliol,  fo  lately 
a  needy  adventurer,  like  themfelves  j  even  now,  not 
an  independent  fovereign,  but  a  vaiTal  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  monarch  ;  and  not  yet  enjoying  the  undifputed 
poffeilion  of  all  the  lands  and  cailles  which  the  grafp- 
ing  ambition  of  Edward,  had  left  to  him ;  wanted 
fufficient  power,  to  reftrain  their  contentions.    A- 
midft  other  difcords,  there  arofe  among  them  one 
quarrel  which  quickly  drove  a  haughty  bajon  into 
open  revolt.   Alexander  de  Moubray,  claiming  the 
fucceflion  to  the  inheritance  of  his  deceafed  brother, 
in  preference  to  that  brother*s  furviving  daughters; 
had  his  claims  at  firfl  allowed,  and  obtained  the  en- 
fcoflFment  which  he  demanded.  Upon  this,  De  Beau- 
mont and  De  Hadings,  Earls  of  Buchan  and  Athole, 
and  the  mod  eminent  of  all  the  barons  who  had  fol- 
lowed Balliol  from  England,  efpoufedthe  caufeof  the 
injured  females,  and  in  difgufl  retired  from  Balliors, 
Court.     They  were  courted  back  by  conceffions, 
by  new  grants,  and  by  the  refumption  of  that 
which  had  been  granted  to  Moubray.    But,  Mou- 
bray, 
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bray,  provoked  beyond  mcafure,  by  a  poftponingS^c^-  J- 
of  his  interefts  to  the  wiflies  and  interefts  of  thofe  v 


rival  barons,  which  was  now  more  mortifying  and  f  *  J?' 
contemptuous,  than  if  his  defire§  had  been,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  abfolutely  refufed  ;  now  in  his  turn 
retired  difgufted,  from  BallioPs  Court,  deferted 
that  party  to  which  he  had  hitherto  adhered, 
and  fought  the  redrefs  of  his  wrongs,  by  ftriving 
to  rekindle  the  yet  fmoking  embers  of  the  party  of 
Bruce*^ 

The  feafon  was  fortunate.  The  lately  ebbing  jjcwcf- 
tide  of  Bruce's  affairs,  began  again  to  fwell.  Mur-^^^^^'jjP^^ 
ray  of  Bothweli,  newly  releafed  from  captivity,  andj^*^»d 
probably  not  without  having  fworn  fealty  to  Bal- 
liol,  and  to  England;  eagerly  affociated  himfelf 
with  Moubray.  Another  Moubray,  the  governor 
of  Roxburgh,  foon  revolted  from  the  Englifli  King, 
and  followed  the  fortunes  of  his  kinfman.  Thefe 
infurgcnts  fpeedily  fhewed  themfelves  in  Buchan, 
in  fuch  force,  that,  befieging  Henry  de  Beaumont 
in  his  caftle  of  Dundarg,  they  quickly  reduced  him 
to  a  capitulation,  by  which  he  obtained  liberty  to 
retire,  uninjured,  into  England.  In  the  north- weft 
parts  of  the  ifland,  about  the  fame  time,  Robert, 
the  fon  of  Walter  Stewart  and  Majory  Bruce; 
himfelf,  by  inheritance,  great  fteward  of  Scotland ; 

after 
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i^^^'  m  ^^^^  lurking  fecretly  in  the  ifle  of  Bute,  for  fome 

x^  H  A  P.  ill* 

rime  fubfequent  to  the  battle  of  tlalidon  ;  return- 


f:^'  ed  to  the  caftle  of  Dimbafton  upon  the  mainland  ; 
quickly,  by  the  aid  of  Campbell  of  Lpchow,  won 
the  callle  of  Dunoon ;  by  the  faithful  intrepidity 
of  his  vaflals  in  Bute^  recovered. that  whole  ifle 
from  the  adherents  to  BaUiol ;  and'then  advancing 
inwards  through  the  territory  of  Renfrew,  reduced 
all  its  inhabitants  to  own  the  fovereign  authority 
of  David  Bruce.  De  Rofs,  Balliol's  governor  of 
Ayrfliire,  fubmitted,  without  refxftance,  to  the  cofa- 
queror  of  Renfrew.  The  people  from  all  quarters 
again  crowded  to  join  the  ftandard  of  young  Stewr 
art,  and  to  fight  for  the  fon  of  Robert  Bruce.  The 
young  earl  of  Moray,  returning  from  a  fhort  exile 
in  f^rance,  to  which  he  had  efcaped  softer  the  bat. 
tie  of  Halidon ;  was  immediately  aiTociated  with 
'  Stewart  in  the  Regency  of  the  kingdom  for  Davidl 
Bruce ;  and  without  delay,  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  the  territory  of  Athole,  and  even  gained  its 
earl,  David  de  Haftings,  to  defert  the  caufe  of  the 
ufurper,  and  attach  himfelf  to  thp  fortunes  of  the 
lawful  monarch  of  the  Scots*. 

Exertion?     , 

andfucccf.  BAhhiohj  confounded  and  overwhelmed  by 
lioi,  aidedthefe  new  events,  found  himfelf  helplefaand  irre- 
tngUfli.    folute  as  to  any  mealures  of  pppofition  to  this  ga- 

2  thering 

*  Winton.  Book  VIII : — Fordun.  XIII:  29.  32  : — Buch- 
anan. L.  IX  :— Major.  L.  V:  C.  S3  :^Bocth.  XV. 
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therinir  hoft  rtf  foe«;  He  faw  the  Scots  every  where  ^cct.  i, 
averfe  from  his  governmcat ;;  The. ancient  follow- 
ers of  his  fortune,  began  to  waver  in  their  fidelity, 
and  to  abandon  his  caufe :  Even  of  the  Engliih^  he 
had  not  a  force  at  hand,  which  m^ht  be  fufficient 
for  his  immediate  protedion  and  fupport.  But» 
the  Engliih  King  was  ftill  ready  to-  lend  new  aid  to 
his  royal  y^Ssi.  Edward  BalHol  having  retired, 
for  ibme  ihort  fpace  of  time,  again  into  England, 
was  quickly  fent  bac^  with  an  army,  with  which 
he  was  once  more,  enabled  to  meet  the  adherents 
of  .Brace.  He  fought  them  in  the  diftrid  of  Ren- 
frew; wafted  Avondale  and  the  territories  adja- 
cent ;  and  fpending  fome  Aort  part  of  the  winter 
in  the  royal  cattle  of  Renfrew  ;  .eaiily  recovered  to 
his  allegiance,  not  a  few  of  thofe  whom  Robert 
Stewart  bad  lately  won  to  the  obedience  of  the  ex« 
lie  King.  From  Renfrew  he  pafled  into  Lothian  ; 
and  there  without  oppofition,  executed  fumraary 
juftice  upon  all  rebels  againft  hig  authority,  or' 
violators  of  the  ordinary  peace  of  the  fociety  under 
his  government*. 

Yet,  thefe  were  but  vain  or  petty  afts,  ferving 
Tieither  to  reconcile  to  his  interefts  thofe  of  his  for-r 
mer  adherents  by  whom  he  had  b^en  abandoned, 

nor 

*  Hemingford  11.  277 ;— Foedcrs^  IV.  628  : — Fordun. 
XIII.  29  : — Bucban.  In  IX.  &c. 
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cw  w  ^^^  ^^  extltpitc  the  unalterably  faithful  friends  of 
the  rival  family.    The  northern,  the  weftem,  and 


A.  D. 


.. ,.  einen  feme  of  the  middle  diftrias  of  Scotland,  w^rc 
again  covered  by  his  eneinies.  The  ancient  fouth* 
era  fromie?  of  Scotland  had  beeii,  by  his  own  9l&^ 
delivered  up  to  the  Englifh.  Of  thofe  dominions 
of  which  ht  was  t  nominal  fovereign,  how  fmall  a 
part  aftually  remained  to  him  ?  The  earl  of  IVIarch, 
whom  neceflity  had  conftraitied  to  profefs  himfejf 
for  a  time  the  vaffal  of  Balliol  and  of  England^  no 
fo<mer  faw  new  hopes  arife  to  the  Brucian  party, 
thao^he  returned  to  the  allegiance  of  the  rightful 
Unracce(f. monarch  of  his  country.  Lochleven-caitle,  one  of 
J^^f^^^the  ftroflgeft  fonriffes  which  were  pofleiTed  by  the 
<*^«-  fubjeftd  of  Bruce,  Was  indeed  befieged  for  Balliol 
by  a  powerful  force  under  the  command  of  John 
de  Striveling.  This  caflle,  however,  feated  in  an 
iflet  within  the  lake,  was  not  eafily  acceflible  to  be* 
fiegers.  Yet,  by  the  contrivance  of  damming  up 
with  a  ftrohg  tnound,  the  ftream  of  the  Leven^ 
where  it  liTues  eaftward  from  the  lake,  de  Striveling 
had  at  length  hopes,  which  were  not  far  from  be- 
ing  fulfilled,  of  producing  an  artificial  inundation, 
that  by  fwelling  the  waters  of  the  lake  till  they 
ihould  cover  the  ifle,  might  reduce  the  garrifon  in 
the  caftle  to  the  neceiSty  of  furrendering  to  the. 
beiiegers,  as  their  fole  refource  againft  perifhing 
in  the  flood.  Fortunately  for  the  befieged  garri- 
fon,  the  fcflival  of  the  fainted  (^een  Margaret, 

called 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BoQi^IVO,    HISTORY  QF  SCQTLA.NEk  3^ 

calW  away  many  of  the  befiegera  to  it$  foienm5«ctj.  l 
celebration. at  Dunfermling,  amid  the  operations; 


of  the  liege.  De  Vipoat,  who  commaflbded  in  tho  ^^^^ 
caft4e,  watchfully  feiztng  the  opportunity,  difyatdi* 
ed  four  trufty  foldiers,  vbo  fecretly  approaching 
the  cnound  that  dammed  up  the  oujtkt  from  the 
lake^  fucceeded  in  forming  abreach  in  it,  hy  vrhiak 
the  pent  up  waters  quickly  guflied  forth,  foon  lQaT% 
i^g  the  Jake  at  its  former  lereL  De  Strireli&g  at 
his  return  from  Dunfermling,  beheld  the  ruined 
work  with  .inexprefGble  vexation  and  rage ;  and 
indignantly  vowed  never  to  deiift  from  hii  enterw 
prife,  till  he  fhould  have  taken  the  caftte,  r«zed.it 
to  the  ground^  and  put  the  garrifon  to  the  fword./. 
This  rafh  vow,  however,  aftet  fome  farthec  fruifo 
lefs  efforts,  he  found  himfelf  fhamefully  compelled 
to  leave  unaccpmpliihedt  liOchleven-caftLe  ftiU  ne- 
mained  to  the  Brucian  party  ;  and  its  lafety  wa«: 
by  the  fuperftitioqs  piety  of  the  age,  afcribed  to  Uw 
care  of  Saint  Servanus,  an  ancient  hermit-difciple 
of  Columba,  to  whom  there  was  a  chapel  lacred 
in  an  iflet  of  the  lake.— Thefe  fucceffcs  encourajrparK*. 
ged  the  adherents  to  the  interefts  of  Bnice^.  to  af-^^^lr*^ 
femble  in  a  Parliament,  at  Dairfy  in  Fife,  for  the 
purpofe  of  arranging  the  affairs  of  the  goyernmeitf ,. 
and  in  order  to  concert  new  ineafures  of  de&ncei 
and  offence  againft  their  common  enemies.  But, 
the  fame  jealoufies  and  rivalities  which  had  diilrac- 
ted  the  party  of  Balliol,  here  embroiled  and  di£- 

conc^erted 
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*'^*  DL  <^^certed  ihe  counfels  of  his  oppoiienrs.  'Y6tmg 
u^^^  Stewart  with  Haftings  the  intriguing 'and  tutbuleiit 
f'^'  earl  of  Athol,  were  for  a  moment  fufpeded  oiF  ferhe  • 
dark  defigns  inconfiftent  with  the  Ibyahy  they  pro- 
fefled  to  David  Bruce.  Young  Randolph,  earl  of 
Moray,  and  William  Douglas,  the  Knight  of 'Lid- 
defdale,  now  returned  from  captivity,  fet  themfekes 
in  oppofition  to  the  interefts  and  defigns  of  Stewart 
and  Haftings.  No  regulations  of  government 
could  be  framed,  no  general  plansf  of  warfare  could 
be  concerted  in  this  divided  Parliament.-  The  an* 
gry  barons  fcparated,  in  confufioh,  and  with  (piiils 
lefs  difpofed  to  cordial  union  for  the  fupport  and 
ailvancement  of  one  common  intereft^  than  bdfore 
they  had  affembled** 

Anew  and  '  Meanwhile,  a  new  invafioli  wasfaft  approach- 
Slkirbic'"  ^"S  ^^^^  England.     Balliol  was  but  the  pilny  and 
invafion    temporary  inftrument  of  the  EnglifhKing.     It  'was 
land.       more  for  England,  than  for  himfelf,  he  conquered: 
Without  an  Englifli  force  he  could  do  nothing  j 
neither  his  name,  nor  family^  nor  perfon  could  win 
any  fteady  attachment  of  any  confiderable  number 
among  the  ancient  Scots.  But,  Edward  of  Engiahd, 
would  not  eafily  relinqiiifh  the  profecution  of  that  fa- 
vourite plan  of  policy  in  which  his  grandfather  and 

his 
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his  father  had  J>?en  engaged  fo  long,     Hi^  Parlia-Stcr^  i. 
m^nt^  in  this  inllaAce^  adopted  his  paiTions  andv^v^^ 
political  .views,  and  eagierly  feconded  hijs;  ardour,   ^i^' 
la  v^%.did  the  French  Kjng  offer  his  intermedia-  WRr 
tion  IQ  favour  of  ypung  Bruce  and  his  faithful  ad- 
herevit^.    It  was  fcornfuUy  rejeded.    Edward,  in 
perfoq,  invaded  Scotland  frooi  the  weftern  march- 
e<j  M^ith  a,  powerful  farce.  .  Balliol,  with  the^  earl 
of  Wsirepne,  a^the  head,  of  another  body  of  troops^ 
advanced  almoft.  in  a  parallel  progrefs ;  a  fleet  with 
proviQons  and  military  fl:ores»  failed  at  the  fame 
time  fdong  the  eaftern  coaft ;  and  a  body  of  Fie- 
miib  ibldiers,  commanded  by  Guy,  count  of  Na- 
mur^  and  engaged  as  mercenaries  in  the  fervice  of 
England,  foon  after,  landed  at  Berwick,  and  march* 
ed  northwards  to  Edinburgh,  on  their  way  to  join 
the.grand  Englifh  army.     The  King  of  England, 
and  Edward  Balliol  purfued  their  career,  almod 
uoencountered  by  any  oppofition.     But,  the  FIe.^cfe»*of 
ini(h  mercenaries  unacquainted  with  the  local  cir-miOitiicr- 
cuip/t^ices  of  the  country,  and  ill-informed  con-onThiT 
cecpipg  the  progrefs  of  the  army  which  they  were^^p"^^^' 
procpe^ing  to  joinj  had  fcarcely  reached  Edin-^^*": 
burgh,  when  they  were  furprized  by  the  fudden 
appet^*apce  of  a  hoftile  Scottifli  force,  which  the 
Eafls  of  Moray  and  March,  with  Sir  Alexander 
Ramfay,  led  on  to  attack  them.     Edinburgh  was 
then  open  and  defolate ;  the  caflle  difmantled  ;  the 
town  without  walls.    Count  Guy  led  out  his  troops 
VoL.UL  F  to 
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t^^'^'  ^rVr  ^o  meet  the  Scots  on  the  Borouffh-moor.    A  fierce 
cuAP.  in.  ^ 

u^^v-«o  and  obftinate  engagement  enfued.  Amid  its  hot- 
^^^'  teft  rage,  two  champions  from  th«  two  oppofed 
hofts,  agreeably  to  the  ufages  of  warfare  prevalent 
in  thofe  times ;  Richard  Shaw,  a  Scottifli  efquirc, 
and  an  unknofwn  conibatant  from  among  the  Fle- 
mings ;  challenging  each  other,  engaged  in  (ingle 
combat,  within  fight  of  both  armies.  At  the  firft 
rencounter,  they  were  mortally  transfixed  with 
each  other's  fpears.  When  the  dead  bodies  were 
"  afterwards  ftripped  ©f  their  armour,  it  was  found 
'  to  be  a  woman  who  had  fo  gallantly  challenged  the 
'  Scottifli  efquire.  At  laft,  the  Flemings  were  about 
to  prevail,  when  William  Douglas,  opportunely 
defcending  from  the  heights  of  Pentland,  with  a 
reinforcement  to  his  countrymen,  at  once  decided 
the  viftory  in  favour  of  the  Scots,  The  routed 
Flemings  betook  themfelves  to  the  hill  on  which 
the  caftle  had  ftood,  and  fought  flielter  amid  its 
ruins.  Wiih  the  carcafes  of  their  horfes  flaaghter- 
ed  for  this  purpofe,  they  attempted  to  form  a  ram- 
part againft  the  Scots ;  who,  fall  following  their 
fteps,  furrounded  and  hemmed  them  in  on  all  fides. 
Within  this  ftrange  inclofure,  they  for  fome  time 
bravely  kept  their  enemies  at  bay.  But,  thirft  and 
hunger  compelled  them  to  yield  by  capitulation. 
By  the  Scots  to  whom  they  furrendered,  the  terms 
of  the  capitulation  were  fulfilled  with  punftilious 
honour.    The  Count  of  Namur  and  his  followers, 

fwcaring 
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fwearing  on  their  part,  never  more  to  bear  arms  ^"t.i.^ 
againft  Scotland  in  the  prefent  war,  were  fet  at  li-v.^^>no 
berty,  and  were  carefully  efcorted  by  the  Earl  of  ^^^^* 
Moray,  with  William  Douglas  and  his  brother 
James,  to  the  Englifli  border.     On  their  return, 
tbefe  gallant  chiefs  were  attacked  by  the  Englifh 
warden  of  Jedburgh-foreft ;  their  flender  company 
was  eafily  fcattered ;  James  Douglas  was  ilain ;  and 
the  Earl  of  Moray  m^de  prifoner*. 

While  thefe  jtranFaflions  were  pafTing  in  theP^g^'ef* 
ibuthern  and  fouth-eaft  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  fuchfuccef*  of 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  diftrids,  as  ftill  re-fion!"^*' 
mained  faithful  to  David  Bruce,  in  the  mean  time 
retired  with  their  herds  and  moveable  goods  to  the 
mountains  and  moraffes ;  leaving  the  country  de« 
folate  before  the  invading  armies  of  the  Englifh. 
Edward's  fleet  entering  the  frith  of  Forth,  ravaged 
the  coafts,  facrilegioully  pillaged  the  holy  ifle  of 
Inch-Columb,  and  then  proceeded  northward,  a- 
long  the  coaft,  to  St  Abb's  head.  The  Englifh 
monarch  himfelf,  with  his  main  army,  had,  at  the 
fame  time,  advanced  acrois  the  land,  to  Perth.  No 
Scottifli  army  made  head  againft  him.  Terrified 
by  his  irrefiftible  career,  reduced  by  famine,  or  al- 
lured by  oflFers  eagerly  held  out  to  them,  many  of 

the 
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^^^'  ^'    the  pahizans  of  David  Bruce,  now  voluntarily  fub- 
mitted  themfelves  to  England,  and  to  BalUoI.  The 
Earl  of  Athole,  particularly,  and  young  Robert 
Stewart,  who  ftill  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  guided  by 
Athole*s  counfcls ;  warmly  efpoufed  the  Englifli 
intercfts.     Athole,  pretending  that  the  purpofe  of 
his  former  revolt,  was  folely  that  he  might  find 
more  efFeftual  means  for  promoting  the  fervice  of 
the  monarchs  to  whofe  allegiance  he  now  returned ; 
and  holding  forth  magnificent  promifcs  of  fpeedily 
reducing  all  the  Scottifh  Nobles  to  follow  his' own 
example,  and  own  Balliol  for  their  foVereign]  fiad 
all  his  eftates  in*  Scotland  and  England,  reftored 
and  confirmed  to  him ;  and  was  even  nominated 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  former  kingdom.     A  for- 
mal treaty  was  negociated  between  Athole,  Stewart, 
and  their  friends  and  adherents  on  the  one  hand, 
and  Balliol  and  the  Englifh  King  on  the  other. 
This  treaty  granted  a  free  amnefty  to  all  who  ha- 
ving been  partizans  of  Bruce,  fhould  henceforth 
fiibmit  to  the  authority  of  Balliol ;  fanftioned  the 
liberties  of  the  Scottifh  church,  and  the  ancient 
laws  and  ufages  of  the  kingdom ;  and  excluded 
foreigners  from  all  public  offices  in  Scotland,  ex- 
cept only  the  adminiftration  of  the  royal  domains. 
Perfuaded  that,  by  thefe  fucceffes  and  negociations, 
he  had  at  laft  eftabliflied  on  a  folid  foundation,  the 
authority  of  Balliol  and  of  England,  among   the 
Scots  J  Edward  the  Third  now  returned  fouth- 

ward  ; 
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ward  ;  while  Balliol  turned  himrelf  to  maintain  s^c^.i 

(rfHAP  ill* 

and  ftrengthen  his  intereils  by  his  own  exertions ; 
and  Athole  with  fubtle  policy  and  aAive  vigour, 
prepared  to  fulfil  thofe  fplendid  promifes  by  which 
he  had  procured  his  pardon*. 

But,  -there  was  yet  a  fmouldering  dame  of  fond 
patriotifm,  of  fierce  independence,  of  generous  loy- 
alty among  the  ScotS)  which  fears,  hopes,  interefts, 
and  even  folemn  engagements,  could  not  totally 
extitaguifll.  Murray  of  9othwelI,  Douglas  of  Lid* 
defdale,  and  the  Earl  of  March,  hiding  themfelves 
in  fecret  recefTds,  refufed  all  fubmiflion  to  the  au- 
thority of  Balliol  and  the  King  of  England*  Even 
the  Englifh  barons  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Scot- 
land, and  on  the  border,  facrificing  the  interefts  of 
their  fovereign  to  private  je^oufy  or  friendfhip, 
rather  favoured  than  eameiUy  purfued  thofe  three 
illuftrious  outlaws,  in  their  attempts  to  evade,  and  New  en- 
agaiq  harrafs  the  power  of  BaUiol.  The  caflle  ofofThl*"* 
£ildrummy,  the  poffdEoij  of  Murray,  and  at  this^^^"^  °^ 
lime  the  refidence  of  his  wife  and  children,  being 
befieged  by  Athole,  amid  his  endeavours  to  fub- 
jed  thofe  northern  parts  to  the  authority  which  he 
himfelf  obeyed  ;  intelligence  of  its  danger  was 
quickly  communicated  to  Murray  himfelf  in  the 

place 

*  Fordaa.  XIII.  36 :— Major.  V.  14  :-.Boedi.  XV.  To. 
332:  — Hcmingf.  II,  48  :— Fad.  IV.  664. 
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5ccT.  L    place  of  his  retreat.     Affifted  by  his  two  aSbciates^ 
March  and  Douglas,  Murray  affembled  in  ehe  dif- 


A.  jx  ^j^s  Qf  Merfe  aad  Lothian,  a  fmall  company  of  a- 
bout  eight  hundred  men,  and  with  thefe  proceeded 
northwards  to  attack  Athole's  army,  and  raife  the 
{le^Q  of  his  own  caftle.  Athole's  troops  amounted 
to  the  number  of  three  thoufand  men,  but  were 
indifferently  accoutercd,  and  not  ardently  attached 
to  their  leader.  On  his  march,  Murray  was  joined 
by  three  hundred  men  from  the  diftridl  of  Marre> 
under  the  comnaand  of  John  Craig,  Strengtb- 
ciied  by  this  reinforcement,  and  likevifc  itifornnied 
Death  of  concerfiing  the  difpofition,  the  temper,  and  the  o- 
^°^  "^'perations  of  the  enemy ;  Murray  furprized  Athole 
in  the  foreft  of  Culblane,  adjacent  to  Kildrummy ; 
eafdy  defeated  and  difperfed  liis  whole  force ;  and 
flaying  Athole  himfelf,  thus  delivered  Scotland 
from  the  fickle  and  turbulent  ambition  of  a  young 
baron,  whofe  rcftleffnefs  might  feera  to  render  him 
incapable  of  faixhul  attachment  to  any  party,  and 
^hofe  infiuence  and  abilities  coTild  not  but  make 
him  a  formidable  enemy  towhdmfoever  he'fhould 
oppofe*. 

Th£  immediate  confequences  of  the  death  of 
Athole,  of  the  difperfion  of  Iris  troops,  of  the  re- 

lief 

*  Fordun.   XIII.  36 : — ^Major.  V.  14 :— -Buchanan.  L. 
,  IX  :-~Bocth.  XV  :-«Fo.  332. 
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lief  of  KildruBuny-caftle^  were  highly  fortunate  f^^f,''^''*^^;,, 
the.caufe  of  David  Bruce,  and  of  the  national  li-v 


berty  of  the  Scots,     By  this  fucceft  of  Murray,  the    f.^' 
fcattered  partizans  of  Bruce  ixrere  encouraged,  once 
more  to  defccnd  from  their  mountains,  to  comeSncccir« 

of  tiic  Ra» 

out  from  their  fecret  faftnelTes,  and  to  join  the  gal* gent  and 
bnt  chatnpioxiB  of  their  country.  From  the  dif-^^^*^^^' 
triAs  of  the  North,  they  returned  fouthward  ;  and 
at  Donfermling)  ^fTembled  in  a  folemn  parliament 
in  which  Sir  Andrew  Murray  was  again  recogniz- 
ed as  Regent  of  Scotland,  for  his  nephew  David 
Bruce.  Having  in  this  Parliament  concerted  mea- 
fures  for  the  recovery  of  ihe  caftles  and  territo- 
ries  of  Bruce  out  of  the  hands  of  the  ufurpers, 
they  proceeded  without  delay,  to  the  profccution 
of  new  enterprifes.  The  caftle  of  Dundarg  which 
had  been  not  long  iince  demolifhed,  but  after- 
wards rebuilt,  and  which  was  now  held  by  Hen- 
ry de  Beaumont ;  was  by  him  furrendered  to  the 
Regent,  on  condition,  that  Beaumont  himfelf,  with 
his  followers  fliou Id  be  difmifled  in  fafety  into  Eng- 
land, but  (hould  never  more  voluntarily  ferve  a- 
gainfl  the  Scots.  The  caftle  of  Coupar  in  Fife, 
held  by  William  Bullock,  a  prieft,  for  Baliiol  and 
the  Englilh,  was  befieged  by  Murray ;  but  its 
ftrength,  the  firm  intrepidity  of  Bullock,  and  the 
news  of  a  treaty  of  truce  obtained  by  the  Pope  and 
the  Kings  of  France  from  the  King  of  England  in 
behalf  of  the  Scots  ;  retarded  the  capture  of  this 

caftle  ; 
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i*^'^'  r..  caftle ;  and  the  fiege  was  turned  into  a  blockade. 
cuA9.  in.  '  ^ 


The  caftle  of  Lochindorp,  the  refidence  of  Cather- 
f^^'  ine  de  Beaumont,  widow  of  the  Earl  of  Athole, 
being  likewifp  befieged  by  Murray's  forces,  was 
alfo  faved  from  capture  by  a  truce  to  which  the 
King  of  England  confented,  in  order  that  he  might 
thus  gain  time  to  mufter  forces  for  another  inva- 
fion  of  Scotland*. 

In  the  mean  time,  Edward  and  his  vaflal  Balliol 
employed  had,  by  various  other  tranfaftions  endeavoured  tor 
aDd^thi*°^  ftrengthen  their  power  over  the  Scottifh  dominions. 
Ki'n^for  '^^  J°^^*  ^^^^  ^^  *^  Weftcrn  liles,  the  dcfcen- 
thc  fup.  dent  of  Somerled,  the  anceftor  of  the  Macdonaids^ 
their  pow- offers  were  made  by  Balliol,  fo  advantageous,  that 
^'  the  almofl;  independent,  infular  chieftain  was  in- 

duced to  defert  the  interefts  of  Bruce,  and  to  pro* 
fefs  himfelf  the  vaflal  of  Balliol.  Mull,  Sky,  Iflay^ 
and  Gigha,  with  the  other  more  coniiderable  He- 
budian  iiles,  and  the  diftrids  of  Cantyre  and  Knap^ 
dale  upon  the  Mainland,  as  well  as  the  wardlhip  of 
the  infant-heir  of  the  earldom  of  Athole ;  were 
eagerly  granted  by  Balliol  and  the  Englifli  King, 
to  fecure  the  allegiance  of  fo  potent  a  vaffal.  Bur, 
the  treaty,  as  it  fliould  feem,  rather  flrengthened 
and  extended  the  power  of  the  Lord  of  the  iflcs, 
than  brought  any  accefljon  of  force  and  authority 

to 

•  Fordun,  XIII.  36 : — Fccdcra.  IV.  690. 
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to  Bartiol  and  the  KIngj  of  England.     Edward  at^'cr:  r. 
the  fame  time  ftrove  to  fecure  the  defence  of  thofti 


territories  which  had  been  finally  ceded  to  Eng-  f^^ 
land,  b^  his  treaties  with  BalHol ;  andfor  tfcis  pur- 
pofe,  diftributed  the  lands  in  grants  to  foFne  of  his 
barons,  "who  might  be  expefted  to  fight  with  zeal- 
ous intrepidity  for  the  prefervation  of  poffeffioiis 
which  had  thus  become  their  own.  On  William 
dc  Montague  he  beftowed  the  town  and  (heriffdom 
of  Peebles,  the  towri  and  iheriflfdom  of  Selkirk,  the 
forefts  of  Sclkirfc  and  Ettrick.  To  Henry  Piercy 
he  g^vethe  town,  caftle,  conflabulary,  and  foreft 
of  Jedburgh ;  in  exchange  for  the  caftle  of  Loch- 
maben,  with  the  diftrrfts  of  Annandale  and  Moffat- 
dale,  which  ^etd  refigned  by  Piercy  to  the  King*.    ' 

Bnt,  the  efforts  of  the  Scots  under  the.  Regen- Another 
cy  of  Sir  Andrew  Murray,  the  eameft  folicitations''"''*^'"*- 
of  thofe  who  were  confined  in  the  befieged  caftles, 
and  his  fufpicions  that  a  force  might  foon  arrive 
from  France,  to  'the  aid  of  the  faithful  fubjefts  of 
David  Bruce ;  again  moved  the  King  of  England, 
to  come  northward  in  perfon ;  for  the  purpofe  of 
finally  fubjugating  the  refradory  Scots.  He  came 
at  the  head  of  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men  ; 
and  his  progrefs  by  land,  was,  as  before,  accompa- 
nied by  a  fleet  failing  along  the  eaftern   coaft. 

Vol.  III.  G  While 

♦  Foedera  IV.  711.  671,  672. 
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8»«T.  I.    While  he  led  his  land-army,  with  the  utmoft  hafte, 
toward  Perth  j  his  fleet,  after  entering  the  frith 


^R^  of  Forth,  and  ravaging  the  adjacent  lands  as  far  as 
Alloa  and  Stirling,  then  held  its  navigation  onwards 
to  thefrithof  Tay.  From  Perth, Edward  rapidly  pro- 
ceeded into  the  more  northern  counties  ;  raifed  the 
ficgc  of  the  caftle  of  Lochindorp,  ravaged  the  whole 
diftria  of  Moi-ay,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  Invernefs, 
Thomas  Roflieme,  a  knight  belonging  co  the  fleet, 
landing  about  this  time  near  Aberdeen,  was  eager** 
ly  oppofed  and  flain  by  the  citizens  of  that  town. 
Although  Rolheme  fell,  his  followers  were  vifto- 
fious ;  and  Edward  failed  not  to  puniih  the  ra(h 
Yalour  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen,  by  reducing 
their  town  to  afhes.  Even  this  progrefs  of  £d« 
ward's,  however,  could  not  finally  deftroy  the  par- 
ty of  Bruce :  for,  Andrew  Murray  with  his  fol- 
lowers and  adherents,  neither  meeting  the  Engliih 
in  battle,  nor  yet  coming  to  make  their  fubmiffion, 
were  content  with  retiring  before  the  overwhelm- 
ing temped,  to  their  remote  hills  and  faftneiTes, 
from  which,  after  the  departure  of  the  conqueror, 
they  might  again  rufli  down  upon  the  territories 
which  he  now  over-ran,  and  might  foon  overturn 
all  his  eftablifliments.  However,  to  fecure  his  con- 
quefts  agaiiift  fucb  attacks,  Edward  repaired  and 
garrifoned  the  fortreffes  of  Dunnottar,  Kinclevin, 
Laurieflon,  Stirling,  Botbwell,  Edinburgh,  and 
Roxburgh  j  left  at  Perth,  a  confiderable  body  of 

troops ; 
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troops  ;  and  then  went  fouth ward  whither  he  was  **«"'•  {• 

ClBA^    Ilia 

called  by  the  necei&ties  of  his  other  affairs**  s.^^^y^'^ 

A.  D. 

Aftar  the  departure  of 'Edward,  his  oi(Hcers,Nc^5"* 
foldiers,  and  qther  adherents  continued  for  fomeandfuc- 
time,  indtiftrioufly  to  purfae  the  advantages  he  had.L  An". 
gained  over  the  Brucian  Scots  j  and  inflided  nia-f^y^^**^' 
ny  Tengeful  cruelties  on  thofe  who  unfortunately 
fell  into  their  hands.  Henry  de  Beaumont^  parti- 
cularly, in  revenge  for  the  death  of' his  fon-in-law, 
the  Earl  of  Atbole,  eagerly  hunted  out,  and  put  to 
death,  as  many  as  he  could  pofiibly  difcover  of  thofe 
who  had  fought  on  the  fide  of  Murray |in  the  battle^ 
of  Culblain.  But,  the  Engliih  King  had  not  long 
been  gone,  when  Sir  Andrew  Murray,  again  defcend- 
ing  from  the  mountains  of  the  North,  (hewed  him- 
ielf  with  a  confiderable  force  in  the  territories  which 
Edward  had  fubdued ;  befieged,  took  and  levelled  to 
the  ground,  the  caftles  of  Dunnottar,  Kinneff,  and 
Lawriefton ;  and  for  a  while,  lurking  in  the  woodf 
of  Angus,  made  continual  excurfions  againfl  the 
Engliih  who  had  their  head*quarters  at  Perth^ 
From  Angus,  he  foon  after  pafled  over  into  Fife  ; 
the  Earl  of  March,  Sir  William  Douglas,  and  ma-* 
ny  other  Scotiifli  batons  were  in  his  company; 

having 

*  Foedera  IV.  687  :— Hemiagford  XL  278i-*&a^  Ckro* 
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Sect.  I. 


Chap'.  III.  having  taken  and  demoliflied  the  tower  of  Falk- 
land, they  advanced  to  St  Andrews ;  and  after  they 
had  for  three  weeks  befieged  the  caflle,  they  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  it  by  a  capitulation,  which 
protected  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the  furrendering 
garrifon.  Having  alfo  deftroyed  this  caftle,  they 
with  fimilar  fuccefs  affailed  thofe  pf  Leuchars  and* 
Bothwell.  A  remarkable  piece  of  artillery  which 
they  carried  about  with  them,  was  the  engine 
which  fecured  the  fuccefs  of  ail  thefe  fieges,  here 
by  the  (battering  impreflion  which  it  made  upon 
the  befieged  walls,  therie,  by  the  terrour  which  was 
infpired  by  the  very  report  of  what  its  difcharges 
had  elfewhere  eflFefted.  Only  the  caftles — of  Cou- 
par  which  was  ftill  ably  defended  by  William  Bul- 
lock ;  and  of  Stirling'  for  the  relief  of  which  the 
Englifli  made  fome  aftive  and  alarming  move- 
ments ;  from  among  all  the  places  of  ftrength 
which  the  Scottifh  barons  about  this  time  afTailed ; 
were  held  out  ^gainft  their  attacks*. 


.roUncai        While  thefe  events  were  pafling  in  Scotland, 

news  of  *  *  »j  7 

the  En;r.   the  King  of  England  was,  fortunately  for  the  Scots, 

on  thc"^^  allured  away  by  other  hopes  and  loftier  views  of 

cQniincnt.  ambition,  to  diftant  fcenes  of  war  and  conqueft,  on 

the  continent  of  Europe,     Ever  fmce  the  defcen- 

dents 

*  Fordun.  XIII.  39  :— Buchanan.  L.  IX  ;— -Winton,  Bo«k 
VIII. 
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dents  of  RoUo  had  added  the  kingdom  of  England  s«ct.  i. 
to  the  dutchy  of  Normandy  ;  the  Kings  of  France  u-nr^^i 
had  ceafed  to  view  fuch  potent  vaffals,  with  other  ^'  ^* 
eyes  than  of  jealous  hoftility.  Many  wars  had 
from  time  to  time  arifen  between  the  two  Crowns. 
But,  intermarriages  and  alliances  of  affinity,  had 
been  occafionally  reforted  to,  as  expedients  for 
doling  thofe  wars  in  peace,  or  for  confirming  un- 
certain, precarious  peace,  from  thebofom  of  which, 
war  feemed  ftill  ready  to  burft  forth.  Edward  the 
Third  of  England  wa^  the  fon  of  one  of  thofe  mar- 
riages ;  his  mother  Ifabejla,  being  the  daughter  of 
Philip  the  F^ir,  King  of  France.  The  three  bro- 
thers of  Ifabella,  fukcefHvely  Kings  of  France,  had 
all  died,  without  leaving  male  iiTue.  By  the 
acknowledged  cuftom  and  laws  of  fucceffion  to  the 
French  Crown,  females  were  excluded  from  this 
royal  inheritance ;  and  Philip  of  Valois,  the  coufin 
of  Ifabella  of  England  was,  accordingly  called  to 
occupy  the  throne,  upon  the  death  of  Charles 
the  Fair,  the  laft  furvivor  of  her  brothers.  In 
oppoiition  to  this  deftination  of  the  inheritance 
of  the  French  dominions,  her  fon  Edward  fet  up 
his  own  claims  ;  alledging  that,  however  his  mo- 
ther as  a  female,  might  be  legally  incapable  of  fuc- 
ceeding  to  the  throne  of  France  ;  yet,  was  he  her 
fon,  agreeably  to  the  generally  received  principles 
of  the  feudal  law,  qualified  to  inherit  from  her, 
rights  to  that  throne,  which  could  not  have  imme- 

diatclv 
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s«cT,i.   diately  availed  herfelf.    Stimulated  by  youthful 
ambition,  and  by  the  martial  fpirit  of  the  age ;  led 


^  ^'  on  by  the  counfels  and  invitations  of  fome  dif- 
contented  French  Barons ;  and  provoked  by  vari- 
ous '  petty  ads  of  opening  hoftility :  Edward  f e« 
folved  to  make  good  his  pretenfions  by  force  of 
arms,  and  if  pollible,  to  atchieve  the  conqueft  of 
France.  Full  of  thefe  hopes  and  purpofes,  he  turn- 
ed his  attention  from  Scotland,  the  final  conqueft 
of  which,  if  this  had  been  the  fole  objeft  of  his  am- 
bition, he  might  have  perhaps,  at  length  acconi- 
plifhed  ;  to  exhauft  the  flrength  of  his  kingdom  in 
vain  foreign  enterprizes,  which  were  at  once  to 
impoverifli  the  wealth,  and  thin  the  numbers  of  his 
fubjefts,  and  by  their  natural  coniiequenees,  to  im- 
pair his  own  royal  authority*. 

Naval  While  the  king  of  England  was  thus  cohcert- 

tl^r^'  ing  meafures,  and  preparing  fleets  and  armies  for 
the  invafion  of  France  ;  the  Scottifh  royalifts  ufed 
fome  efforts  ta  procure  from  abroad  that  naval  ar- 
mament which  they  wanted  means  to  equip  at 
home,  for  the  protection  of  their  coafts  from  the 
ravages  of  the  fleets  of  £nglahd«  At  Genoa  they 
hired  fome  gallies  for  this  purpofe ;  which  were, 
however,  feized  and  burnt,  by  order  of  the  Genoefe 
fenate,  aflbon  as  their  deflination  was  known.  From 

France, 

•  Froiflard  j  Rymcr,  VoL  IV.  &c. 
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France,  a  fmall  naval  force  was  fitted  out  by  the'*"-  J- 

Chap.  IW 

partizans  of  David  Bruce ;  which,  if  it  did  not  im«u#nno' 
mediately  fail  for  the  Scotti(h  harbours ;  was,  how-  ,^'^^' 
ever^  not  lefs  ufefuUy  employed  in  infefting  the  . 
£ngli(h  coafts,  plundering  the  ifles  of  Guernfey 
and  Jerfey»  and  capturing  many  Englilh  merchant 
veflels  in  thofe  narrow  fcas.  Yet,  the  Scots  foon 
after  fuffered  a  difafter  at  fea,  which  was  to  them 
much  more  grievous  than  all  the  petty  evils  which 
their  fliips  could  inflid:  upon  the  Englifli.  In  two 
veifels  under  the  command  of  John  Bifliop  of  Glaf- 
gow,  a  number  of  exiles  who  had  formerly  retired 
to  France,  from  the  power  of  Balliol  and  the  Eng- 
lilh, were  on  their  way  home  ;  and  brought  with 
them  military  (lores  and  money,  the  prefents  of  th,c 
French  King  to  his  Scottiih  allies.  At  fea,  they 
were  met  by  the  Engliih  admiral,  John  de  Ros. 
A  defperate  conSid  enfued  ;  the  biihpp  of  Glafgow 
was  mortally  wounded ;  the  Scotti(h  reflTeis  were 
taken;  and  in  them  thofe  fupplies  which  were 
anxioufly  expeded  in  Scotland,  and  many  noble 
youths,  the  hopes  of  the  moft  eminent  families  a« 
mong  the  Scots*. 

Meanwhile,  the  Regent  and  the  other  Scottiih 
Barons  of  the  party  of  Bruce ;  now  matters  of  a 

great 

*  Foedera  IV.  700.  721 : — Fordun.  lY.  ^^^  :— Hcming. 
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riftVp'iii  g^<^t'p6rtion'of  the  midland  diftrifts'of  die^dfi^^ 
dbtrt  J'&nd'hiving'by  the  ca^reof  Botf/w*eII-caftfe, 
ojiehed  to  thihifelves  a  paflage  toward  <He  "^eftern 
border  of  ^EnglanH ;  went  on  an '  enterprt fee  to  re- 
taliate the  invafions  by  whicrH  their  <joiMitty*had'fo 
!bng  beeti  ha'raffed.  They  entered  CtttitefWtidi 
and  wafting  the  country  round  Carliflei  ^turhed 
with  their  booty  fafely  homd*;    *'     *  '  '*     •*  '^'  » • 

Tranfac-  The  fiegc  of '  thc  caftlc  of '  E'di Afjttrgh,  ilow  re- 
Mhiin.  built  and' fortified  by  the  Englifli,  was  the'bWt 
great  enterprize  in  v^ich  Mutray  ind  the  Scofttlfli 
Barons  engaged.  When  they  advanced'  triw^dl 
Edinburgh,  the  inhabitants  of  Eaft,  attU  bf  Mid 
Lothian,  either  awed  by  their  force,  or  glad  tb-fcfr* 
fake  the  Englifh,  afToon  as  they  could  be  pit>tdftyA 
in  the  defertion ;  renounced,  for'the'^eatfer'f>Art, 
their  fealty  to  Edward,  and  ftrbmitted  td  th^  go*, 
vcmment  which  ruled  for  David  Bruce.  But; 
while  the  flege  of  Edinburgh-caftlc  was  eirheftly 
prefled  by  the  Regent's  army  with  faif  hopes  icff 
fttccefs  ;  the  Englifh,  informed  of  its  danger,  haf- 
tened  from  the  border,  in  confiderable  forde,'  ^o 
raife  the  fiege.  At  Grichton  in  Mid  Lothi^A^  they 
were  lencountered  by  ^  body  of  'Scots,  under'  the 
command  of  Wrlliam  Doiigias.'  A  defperate  ac- 
tion was  Ihere  fought,  in  which  neither  party  prcrv- 

2  •  ed 
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ed  decifiyely  vidorious«  Douglas  himfelf  was  grie-^'<^''-  ^ 
voufly  wounded ;  and  Sir  Andrew  Murray,  in  con* 
fequence  of  thefe  events^  found  it  neceflary  £or  a 
time  to  relin^uiih  the  fiege*  Yet,  to  preferyie,  at 
Icftin  part,  that  authority  which  he  had  reeentlj 
acquired  in  Lothian ;  the  Regent  a|4>otnted  Lau- 
rence Prefton  to  be  flieriff  of  the  diftrid.  A  num. 
ber  of  its  inhabitants  ft  ill  adhered  to  David  Bruce: 
Aod  as  the  reft  were  attached  to  the  Englifli  inte- 
rcQs ;  many  mutual  hoftilities  enfued  between  the 
two  parties,  by  which  this  whole  region  was  wafted 
almoft  to  utter  defolation.  The  Englifh  garrifoa 
10  Edinburgh- caftle,  no  fooner  faw  themfelves  re<> 
licved  from  the  fiege  by  which  they  had  been  for 
a  while  forely  prefTed,  than  they  renewed  their  ex« 
curfions  through  the  circumjacent  country ;  plun- 
dering and  cutting  oflF  the  Brucian  Scots  wherever 
they  could  find  any  of  their  goods,  or  could  fur- 
prize  themfelves  in  ftraggKng  parties.  The  un* 
armed  and  helplefs  peafantry,  they  pillaged  and 
mafiacred  with  the  moft  wanton  cruelty*. 

It  was  amid  thefe  tranfaAions,  that  they  wereBoiddefd 
one  day  conduded  by  a  bold  Scot,  whofe  nameprenderl^ 
was  Robert  Prendergreft^  to  the  capture  of  a  rich^^*^^' 
booxy  in  cattle  on  Calder*moor.    Prendergreft  was 
at  once  the  guide  of  the  expedition,  and  the  brav- 

Voh.  III.  H  eft 
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^'^*«.  pft^a&or  in.  its  aecompli(hment.    Yet,  amid  the 

C9U9.  lU.  '  "^ 


feftiTides  of  the  evening,  after  their  return  horoe^ 
'^*  ^"    inftead  of  being  honoured  for  the  good  fervicc  he 
had  that  day  performed,  he  found  himfelf  feated 
at  table  in  a  n^ean  place,  among  the  fervants.    En- 
raged at  the  undeferred  indignhy,  he  fat  fuUenly 
ftill,  without  eating  or  joining  in  the  gaiety  which 
r^eigaed  around  hin^ ;  until  the  marftial,  noticing 
hi$  abftiniqnce  and  itl-humour,  afked  Mm  the  canfe. 
Prendergreft  returned  an  angry,  haughty  anfwer  ; 
itpon  which  the  mavflial  ftruck  him .  on  the  head, 
tUl  hig  bload  gufhed  copipufly  from  the  wound 
which  wa«  thus  infiifted*    The  Scot  with  leeming 
patience  bore  thift  new  injury ;  but  took  th^  iirft 
opportunity  of  retiring  that  evening  from  among 
die  £ngliik  in  the  caftle,  ta  an  inn  in  the  town. 
Mere  he  lay  in  wak  till  the  maribal  with  HotM  fol- 
lowers came  next  day  down  into  the  town,  perhaps 
unarmed,  and  afli^redly  without  expe^ng  any  in-, 
ijktm  danger^    No  fooner,  however,  was  the  mar« 
Ihal  feen  by  the  vengeful  Prendergred,  from  where 
he  awaited  his  enemy^s  approach,  than  the  Scot 
niflied.with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  from  his  con- 
cealment 'y  with  a  drawn  (word  pierced  to  the  heart 
the  proud  Englifbrnan,  by  whom  he  bad  been 
injured  j   mortally  wounded  three  of  the  iriar- 
flial^s  followers  who  attempted  to  feise  or  flay 
him ;  and  then  quickly  mounting  his  horfe  that 
ftood  in  readinefs,  efcaped  unhurt*  to  St  Auguf- 

tine^ 
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tmc*s  chapel,  within  the  &cred  precinfts  of  the^^^-  ^* 
monafteiy  of  the  Hofy-Rmi.    The  E&gHflr  foHow^  v^^p-vw 
ed  furiodly  after,  and  fotsnd  htm  kileeling  befboi    fl^ 
the  altar  m  the  chapeL     But,  venera^n^  the  faiic^ 
dty  of  the  place,  they  durft  not  there  flay  him.  To 
iatiate  their  vengeance,  therefore,  without  the  ^ 
red  'commiffion  of  facrilege,  they  fet  a  guard  upon 
the  door  of  the  chapel,  ftridly  hindered  nseat  or 
diiidc  from  being  conveyed  to  the  refugee  witliln, 
and  even  pricked  his  body  from  time  to  time,  with 
tfad  points  of  their  weapons^  to  prevent  hm  from    * 
receiving  the  refrefhntent  of  ileep.    But,  the  friars 
pitying  his  dtftrefs,  fecretly  brov^  htm  proyi« 
lions  ;  entering  by  night  at  the  twof,  through  pa^ 
£agea  unfeeH  by  the  El^lifli  feidiei s.    For  twelve 
days  astd  twehre  nights,  the  Englifii  kept  Prender* 
greft  tbvs  ftut  up  in  the  chapel ;  dafly  expefthug 
to  fee  Mm  die  by  the  tovitents  of  hunger  ;  while 
the  friars',  each  night,  fupplied  him  with  new  ve*   , 
frefiunents.     At  laft,  on  the  mornuig  ai^er  the 
twettUi  night,  three  of  the  hoCy  brethren^  let  dbwn 
to  htm  a  ftrong  rope;  which  having  fiacftened  about 
his  wsuft,  he  liiras  ifhtts  drawn  up  by  them  out  of 
the  chapel,  and-  fecretly  cooweyed  into  die  mottaf* 
tery.    Here  the  good  friars  without  delay  difguiC- 
ed  him  in  a  friar's  garb,  and  foon  after  carried  him 
out  to  walk  with  them  on  Sali(bury-faeights ;  from 
which  they  fent  him  away  in  fafety.    He  forthwith 
repaired  to  William  Douglas,  who  lay  with  a  par- 
ty 
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'  c**^'^'  \\i  ^y '^^  troQps,  on  the  moors  of  Pent  land  ;(.aiid  coro-i 
municaiied  to  Douglas  fuch  m^eUigf  nee  as  tfiab)ed 


j^5^j  •  him, -oa  the.  IbUowing  night,  to  come  upoHfttbo 
EnglUhj  \fbx\Q  they  lay.  Incautioufly  icattered  ia  the 
town,  and  to  ^&^y  about :  eighty  (pf.themi,  tvithaut 
endangering  his  f^wniafety, .  or  that  of  ;hi£^.folldw>- 
er5%  .    .  ^ .  .  , ;'-, '  . 

Siege  of  To  .relax  for  fome. tiiftc  the  aSive  hoftilityi  of  tha 
ofDunbar.  Scots,  while  m$  loiluary  and  pohtical  ;care».!nkre 
turned  chiefly  toii|rard$  the  continent ;  thjs  EngUfii 
King  now  for'  fome  months  amufed  them  with  ne<^ 
gociations  for  an  armiftice  or  a  final  pacificatiom 
But,  thefe  negociationa  proved  fruitlefs  ;  and  tite 
Engliflr  renewing  their  hoftiUties,  laid  fiege:t9  the 
caiUe  of  Dunbar,  the  principal  fortrefs  that  war 
yet  pofleffed.  by  the  Scots  on  their  eafteara  coaft^ 
William  Montague,  earl.of  Salifhury,  led  an  army 
by  land  frpm  Berwick,  to  b^fiege  this  caftle  ;  cuid 
at  the  fame  time,  two  Genoefe  gallies,  cammanded 
by  John  Doriaand  Nicholas  Fiefca,  wiere  procured 
to  block  it  up  by  fea-  The  paftle  was  brayely  de-  . 
fended  by  the  daughter  of  Randolph,.  Agncfet 
Countefs  of  March,  in  the  abfence  of  her  Lord. 
For  two  and  twenty  weeks,  the  fiege  was  vigorouf* 
ly  jurgtfd  by  the  £nglifb»  and  as  bravely  refifted 
^y  the  ScQ^  within.  By  its  natural  fituattoa  on  a 
.1  rock 
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rockalittoftfurtotihded  bytheTea,  if^aS  MzrY^s^t^r.i. 
imprejjiiable :  It  wai  fottJfled,  befid^s,  vJtli  all  thef"- ^'  ^"^ ' 


ftrength  of  Art !  tiut,  its'  beft  defenccr^a^  foand  ^-^• 
in  the  more  ihart  m^nly  hetdiftir,  tirtft!6fm,  and  tttt 
tWty  of  the'Gountefs,  wh6  has  betn  diftingirfflled 
in  hlftory,iin  tHe  wsty  of  eminenci,  by  tht  familiar 
appellation  of  Black  Agnes.  By  her  example,  <  by 
her  generous  munificence,  by  her  ardent  exhorta- 
tioasV'fhe  ftimulated  the  garrifon  to^a  degree  of 
coofteiftcy  and  mtrcfpidity  of  which  they  fnuft  have 
been  othervnfc  incapable.  When  Montague  im- 
patient'of  the  lengthening  out  of  the-fiege,  profc* 
cutediit  with  eiftreifte  eagernefs,  and  employed  the 
moft  powdrful  engines  to  make  an  Impreffion  tipoti 
the  walh  \  the  countefs  ft  ill  (hewed  herfdf  on 
the  battlements, '  aikl  contemptuoufty  vriped  away 
with  a  handkerchief,  the  duft  with  which  the  ca& 
tle^walls  were  befpattered  by  the  engines  of  the  be* 
fiegers.  Of  thofe  engines  the  moft  remarkable  wai 
oneSrf  thMlpedes  called  ay&wv  but  when  this  was 
advan6ed  to  the  walls,  the  befieged^  by  thedifeffion 
of  the  Countefs,  fufpended  over  it  from  the  battle- 
meats,  a  huge  fragment  of  a  rock ;  and  calling  in 
fcom  to  the  befiegcrs,  that  ih^vtfow  was  about  to 
farrviff!  let  fait  the  rock  upon  the  engine,  and  thus 
crufhed  it  into  a  thoufand  pieces.  Yet,  the  fiege 
was  ftill  earneftly  profecuted ;  the  befiegers  being 
prompted  to  perfevere,  equally  by  refpeft  for  their 
pwn  honour,  and  by  concern  for  the  interefts  of 

their 
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the  gtrrifbn  to  Imtray  the  place,  feemed  to  be  at 
^1^'  fifft  not  unfttcc«&faL  The  foldier  was  perfuaded 
to  accept  the  offers  made  him  from  Momague ; 
entered  into  a  corre^ondence  vith  the  1>efiegiers ; 
and  at  laft  agreed  fecretly  to  open  the  gate  for  tteir 
tdmiflion  mto  die  caftle,  at  a  fixed  time.  Monta- 
gQe>  with  a  party  of  his  Ibldiers,  were  ready  at  the 
gate,  "againft  the  hour  which  had  been  mutuaity 
appointed  between  him  and  die  Seottiftt  fbtdier* 
The  gate  was  opened :  If <mtagtie  himfelf  was  thid 
firft  to  advance ;  yet,  as  he  pafied  in,  one  of  his 
atteltdants,  John  Cofdand  by  name,  preffed  on  be« 
fore  faim :  And  no  fooncr  ^id  thofe  within  difcern 
that  one  man  had  croflfed  the  threfliold,  than  they- 
let  down  the  portculHs ;  thus  at  once  confining 
Copland,  and  exckiding  Montague  with  the  reft  of 
his  party*  Copland  reniaizied  a  prifoner ;  and  the 
firatagem  was  entirely  defisated :  for  die  ibidter  by 
whofe  treachery  the  Engltfli  commander  had  ex* 
pe£bed  to  gaia  poffeflion  of  the  eaftky  had  been 
treacherous  to  acne  but  him ;  and  had  amuled 
liim  with  die  hope  of  admiffion  to  forpciBe  the  gsirw 
rifon,  only  of  purpOfe  to  bring  Montague  himfelf 
into  a  condhMn  io  winch  he  might  be  made  pti*' 
loner.  It  loas  in  coiife<|iience  of  mUblnng'  Cop* 
land  for  Biontague  himfelf,  that  thofe  within  had 
fa  haftiiy  let  the  pcrtculKs  down»  ZXfiippointed 
jdiw  in  every  aflaalt  and  every  fttatagmv  the  £ng* 
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liih  were  at  laft  compelled  to  coiiTert  the  fiege  iiK^^cT.  t 
to  a  blockade;  hoping  yet  to  fubdue  by  famine  ..^>r^ 
and  the  privation  of  all  aeceflary  relief^  thafe  whon  ^^ 
they  could  not  here  by  other  means  conquer.  Yet, 
.  notvithftanding  the  vigilance  vith  which  they 
maintained  this  blockade,  the  brave  Alexander 
RajBofify,  with  forty  chofen  companions,  failing  ta 
a  dark  night  from  the  contiguous  roek  of  the  Bafe, 
mtroduced  themfelVes  into  the  caftle  of  Dunbar, 
by  a  poftem  adjacent  to  the  Tea,  and  thus  fo  re- 
lieved and  ftrengthened  the  garrifon, ,  as  to  enable 
themftill  to  baffle  every  effort  of  their  enemies. 
The  Englifh  defpairing  of  fuccefs,  at  laft  raifed  the 
fiege,  and  mardbed  away  in  difgrace  from  before 
a  cafUcs  to  take  which  all  their  endeavours  had 
beenfruftrated,  chiefly  by  the  wifdom  and  intrepid 
adnity  of  a  woman*» 

The  raifing  of  the  fiege  of  the  cattle  of  Dunbar,  gucceflw 
h  gtoriotts  and  fortunate  to  the  Scots,  effentially^^  ||>«.^ 
contributed  to  animate  their  courage,  and  to  im-ti»c  lootw 
prove  the  union,  and  augment  the  numbers  of  theti«.*^°"*" 
party  of  David  Bruce.    In  the  northern  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  the  chiefbins  and  their  va&Is  were 
lor  the  greater  part,  cordially  attached  to  the  caufe 
of  flrucc,  amd  of  their  country's  freedom.    Even 

ift 
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S'CT.  I.   lA  the  middle  ^partg,  the  Bracian  pdrty  prevalted' 
'  m^re  extenfivelf  than  Balliol  and  the  Engliib. 


\%A  ^^*^  territory  which»  in  the  partition  of  Scotland 
with  hl6  creature  Balliol,  the  Engliih  monarch  had 
r«rerv«d  forhimfelf,  was  again  occupied  or  threat- 
etted  by  tke  Scots.  Tho£e  caftles  and  ftrong-holds, 
by  which  alone,  the  Engliih  ftill  maintained  a  foot« 
ing  in  the  other  parts  of  Scotland,  were  already 
either  adually  befieged  by  the  Scots,  or  were  at  left 
reduced  every  day,  into  greater  danger  than  be*, 
fipre.  Sir  Andrew  Murray,  the  Regent,  about  thi$ 
time  died.  But,  new  heroes  continually  arofe  for 
the  deltver^ce  of  their  country,  and  the  chaftife- 
ment  of  its  oppreflbrs.  Robert  Stewart,  no  longer 
miikd  by  the  perniclbus  counfels  of  the  fallen  Earl 
of  Athole,  was  chofen  to  fucceed  Murray  ip  the 
,  ^  Regency*  Ramfay,  whofe  gallantry  had,  b>  pcri« 
loufly  brought  relief  to  the  garrifon  at  Dunbar, 
now,  with  a  company  of  brave  young  men,  con- 
cealing tbemfelves  in  the  caves  of  Hawthornden, 
fallied  forth  from  time  to  time,  and  harafled  the 
Engliih,  wherever  they  could  be  encountered  in 
tbofe  fouthern  parts,  with  fignal  fuccefs.  In 
one  action,  as  be  and  his  company  were  upon  their 
return  out  of  Northumberland  with  a  large  booty, 
they  led  into  an  ambufcade,  a  confiderable  compa- 
ay  of  Engliih  warriours,  who,  under  the  command 
of  Robert  Manners,  met  or  overtook  them  ;  and 
cut  off  Manners  and  his  party  almoil  to  a  man. 

a  William 
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th*  JMbia  of  Tewotdak*.  .         ^^' 

'.  *  i  .i    •  :  ■ 

*  lyo^ircall  tlM  time,  Edward's  cdocara  ^assuppUct 
t«o>«iiH>iftf%-€Dgrdfl«d  fay  his  affairs  oa<he  coft.^^^;^!^'^^";^ 
tiiMit/^  to*»l«a<it^  hikri  WAirc  for   new.  effosts  toJl^^^s*^"'- 
ntilwitm  aftd-exuind  hi^  power  ia  Scotland.     En^Pmh  and 
d^aftcMiring,  however,  to  ftrengthen  his  fortreffee  '*"^"' 
againfl^the  tnenaced  attacks  of  the  Scots,  he  or- 
dered* ample  fttpplies  of  provifions  and  military 
ftiy^  t^  be  feAt  particularly  to  the  garriions  at 
P^th>  and  Coupar*     William    Bullock  who  hai 
gaUamly  defended  the  latter  of  thefe  places  againft 
the  aftHitfs  of  Sir  Andrew  Murray,  was  cotiti« 
naed  iD'^ibe  comniand  of  it.     But,  Edward  doubts 
fci^^  tke  ftdelity  of  thofe  to  whom  the  cuftody  of 
Perth,  |iad  been  confided,  required  Balliol  now  to 
intrafbttie  government  of  that  important  place  to 
l%omas  Ughtred,  a  man  of  whofe  loyalty  and 
courage'  he  entertained    no  untavoarabte  fufpi« 
cioDSf  ^  ' 

Coofi^AR  and  Perth  were  the  two  places  whichsuccefsfui 
dte  Scot^  at  this  ti«ne«  the  moft  carneftly  defiredeott""^'/ 
to  weever.    Nor  was  it  long  till  Sbcwart  the  oew*'^**'^^^*** 

Vol.  III.  I  Regent^ 
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chI^p  III  ^^g^^^  found  means  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of 
the  former  of  thefe  places.  Bullock,  who  com- 
manded in  the  caftle  of  Coupar,  although  at  this 
time,  accidentally  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the, 
Englifh,  was  in  his  heart,  not  unfriendly  to  the  li- 
berties of  the  Scots.  Stewart  opened  a  fecret  cor- 
refpondence  wjith  him,  and  by  offers  more  tempt- 
ing to  his  private  interefts,  than  any  thing  he  could 
hope  to  obtain  from  the  Englifh  monarch,  allured 
him  to  betray  his  truft,  and  to  furrender  volunta- 
rily to  the  Scots,  that  caftle  which  he  had  fo  gal- 
lantly defended  againft  all  their  attempts  to  take  it 
by  violence.  Thus  mafter  of  the  fortrefs  of.  Cou- 
par,  the  Regent  next  turned  all  his  efforts  againfl 
Perth,  now  the  moft  important  ftrong  place  which 
remained  to  the  Englifli,  in  thofe  parts  of  Scotland. 
In  the  counfels  of  Bullock  alone  he  found  no  mean 
•refource,  to  profper  his  enterprize.  All  the  braveft 
warriours  of  his  party  eagerly  ftrove,  who  fhould 
be  foremoft  in  its  darings  and  dangers.  William 
Douglas  feafonably  returning,  at  this  jundure, 
from  an  embafly  on  which  he  had  lately  gone,  to 
implore  the  aid  of  the  French  king ;  brought  a 
fleet  of  five  (hips  of  war,  and  on  board  thefe,  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  gallant,  auxiliary  warriours, 
all  equipped  in  complete  armour.  Perth  was  there- 
fore clofely  befieged  by  a  formidable  and  well-ap- 
pointed force :  The  French  fleet  guarded  the  m'buth 
of  the  Tay,  to  prevent  the  garrifon  from  fending 

out 
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out  intelligence,  or  receiving  relief  by  fea  :  The^^cT.  i. 

(jHAP-   111* 

Scotdfh  army  puflied  their  affaults  upon  the  town,v 


with  inconceivable  aftivity  and  boldnefs.  Yet,  ^  j^; 
Ughtred,  the  governor,  made  a  firm  and  gallant 
refiftance.  The  fortifications  were  ftfong ;  the 
garrifon  were  abutidanlly  fupplied  with  provifions 
and  all  othet  neceffaries  ;  and  were  little  lefs  zeal- 
ous to  fulfil  their  duty  to  the  King  of  England, 
than  was  tHe  Scottifh  Regent  to  reconquer  the 
place  for  the  fovereign  whofe  authority  he  admi- 
niftered.  At  laft,  however,  after  many  gallant  fdi- 
diers  had  been  flain,  many  dangeroufly  wounded, 
on  both  fides  ;  when  the  befiegers  had,  by  a  mine, 
dtawn  off  the  waters  from  the  trench  furrounding 
the  walls  ;  when,  in  confequence  of  this  fuccefsful 
artifice,  they  had  advanced  their  encampment  clofe 
up  to  the  town,  and  were  preparing  to  make  a  ge- 
neral aflault,  and  if  poffible,  to  take  it  by  ftorm  : 
Ughtred  and  his  garrifon,  aware  that  farther  re-  * 
fiftance  would  be  vain,  agreed  to  a  capitulation, 
and  delivering  up  the  town,  were  themfclves  ho- 
nourably difmiffed  into  England.  Nor  did  the 
Regent,  after  this  fuccefs,  longer  detain  his  French 
auxiliaries ;  but  having  liberally  rewarded  their 
fervices,  he  permitted  them  to  fail  immediately  a- 
way  for  France*. 

Stirling- 

*  Fordun.  XIII.  45,  46. 
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chYp  ni      Stirlino*Castle,  lefs  ftrongly  garrifoned,  but 
u<v>«i  little  lefs  important  to  either  party,  than  Perth, 
■^^,^;    next  drew  the  attention  of  the  Scots.     Stewart, 
sfS*  °^with  all  his  forces,  marche^,  without  delay,  from 
paftic.      the  cpnqueft   of  Perth  to  the  fiege  of  Stirling. 
Thomas  Hokcfby,  its  governor,  with  the  garrifon, 
difpirited  by  the  general  misfortunes  of  their  friends 
in  other  quarters,  and  hopelefs  of  relief  from  Eng- 
land ;  made  but  a  feeble  defence,  and  were  quick- 
ly reduced  to  furrender  to  Stewart  upon  the  fame 
terms  of  capitulation  which  ha4  been  granted  to 
the  EngUlh  garrifon  of  Perth.     The  cuftody  of 
this  caflle  was  th^n  committed  to  Maurice  Mur- 
ray ;  and  the  Regent  no^  mafter  of  all  the  terri- 
tory, towns,  and  caRles  of  Scotland  which   lay 
North  from  the  frith  of  Forth,  went  upon  a  grand 
progreft  through  thofe  parts,  to  adminifter  juftice, 
5Uid  re-eftabli(h  civil  order*. 


Ill  facceff 


Edward  the  Third  of  England,  was,  during  a 
of  r*hcEng- great  part  of  this  time,  abroad  on  the  continent, 
oDthe'"^  profecuting  his  claims  to  the  Crown  of  France. 
contiucnt.  j^g^yjjjg  by  various  artifices  and  conceffions,  ob- 
t;iined  from  bis  Parliament  of  England,  unufually 
large  fupplies  for  the  exigencies  of  the  continental 
wars ;  he  engaged  feveral  German  Princes,  an4 
fome   of  the  llates  of  f  landers,  to   accept  fub- 

fidies 
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fidies  of  his  money,  and  to  furHifh  him  with  forcegS*®^-,^, 

'  Cbap  III. 

and  (tores*  At  length  he  took  the  field  with  anw^v^^ 
army  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  and  threatened  to  o-  ^  ^; 
ver*nm  France  with  an  irr^fiftible  invallon.  Buty 
the  French  King  was  already  prepared  to  meet  him: 
His  Allies  were  more  concerned  to  receive  their 
fubiidies,  than  to  forward  his  enterprize  :  His  pe- 
cuniary refources  already  exhaufted  by  drawing 
his  army  together,  and  equipping  them  in  the  firft 
inflance  for  the  fervice,  were  altogether  infufBcient 
to  fapport  them  even  for  a  fingle  campaign*  He  • 
drew  out  his  army  on  the  fields  of  Vironfofle,  in 
oppofition  to  that  of  Philip  :  The  French  and  the 
Englifh  mutually  defied  each  other  to  combat: 
Yet,  no  battle  enfued.  Edward  withdrew  his  forces 
into  Flanders ;  and  foon  after  returned  to  Eng- 
land, to  contend  with  the  jealoufies  and  the  re- 
fradory  fpirit  of  his  barons ;  and  to  meet  the  un- 
pleafing  news  of  the  misfortunes  fuffered  by  his 
^rmis  iti  Scotland.  Had  it  not  been  for  his  foreign 
enterprises,  and  for  the  difficulties  into  which  they 
led  bim  ;  Edward  might  perhaps  have  accompliih- 
ed  the  final  conqueft  of  Scotland ;  the  Scots,  at 
left,  could  not  have  fo  fpeedily  traverfed  all  his  de* 
figns,  and  fruflrated  all  his  meafures  to  enflave 
them*. 

A 

f  Ff-oiflart>  Hemlngford,  Walfingham,  &c. 
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Sect.l       ^  truce  negotiated,  about  this  time,  betweea 

(^.^^y^  the  Kings  of  France  and  England,  was  intended 

^V^'    alfo  to  comprehend  the  Scots.     But,  the  Scots 

Capture  of  were,*  at  prefent  too  fuccefsful  in  their  efforts  for 

Edinburgh 

caizie.  ^  the  deliverance  of  their  country,  to  be  difpofed  to 
interrupt  thofe  efforts  by  any  temporary  ceffation 
of  hoftilities.  In  an  inroad  into  England^  led  by 
the  Earls  of  March  and  Sutherland,  they  were  re- 
pulfed  by  Thomas  de  Grey.  But,  a  ftratagem 
which  was  foon  after  devifed  for  the  capture  of  the 
traftle  of  Edinburgh,  proved  more  fuccefsfuL  Wil- 
liam Bullock,  whofe  (kill  in  the  arts  and  devices  of 
war,  excelled  that  of  almoft  all  his  contemporaries ; 
was  the  author  of  the  ftratagem  :  William  Doug- 
las, William  Frazer,  and  Walter  Curry  condufted 
Its  execution.  Walter  Curry,  the  mafter  of  the  vef- 
fcl  deftined  for  this  fervice,  received  into  his  Ihip  at 
Dundee,'  the  other  leaders  of  the  expedition;  with 
a  band  of  two' hundred  refolute  followers.  From 
Dundee,  they  ftraightway  failed  to  Inchkeith  in 
the  frith  of  Forth.  There  calling  anchor,  Curfy 
with  only  one  or  two  attendants,  came  immediate- 
ly on  fhore,  and  took  his  way  to  Edinburgh-caftle^ 
His  attendants  bore  fome  leathern  bottles  of  wine 
and  ale,  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  bifcuit ;  which 
Curry  prefented  to  the  commander  of  the  caftle, 
a&  fpecimens  of  a  cargo  of  provifions,  which  he 
pretended  that  he  had  brought  from  England  for 
the  ufe  of  the  garrifon.     A  merchant  bringing 

fuch 
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fuch  a  cargo,  could  uot  meet  an  unfavourable  re*  ^ict.  i. 
ception.  His  requeft  of  permiflion  to  bring  his. 
cargo,  next  morning,  into  the  caille  for  fale,  was 
eagerly  granted.  Returning  to  his  companions  at 
the  fliip,  he  informed  them  of  the  kindnefs  with 
which  he  had  been  received,  and  of  the  unfufped- 
ing  admiffion  which  he  was,  on  the  following 
morning,  to  find  at  the  gates  of  the  caftle.  In  the 
night,  William  Douglas,  with  the  greater  number 
of  the  party,  landing  from  the  veffel,  hid  them- 
felves  in  ambufli,  where  they  might  be  ready  for 
the  enterprize  of  the  morning.  When  the  morn- 
ing dawned,  Curry  himfelf,  with  a  few  others,  re- 
paired itraight  to  the  caftle,  with  burthens  of  thofe 
liquors  and  providons  which  they  pretended  to 
bring  for  fale.  •  The  gates  were  readily  thro^^ii  o- 
pen,  as  had  been  proniifed ;  Curry  and  6is  follow- 
ers threw  down  their  burthens  in  fuch  difordcr  ill 
the  very  gates,  that  thefe  could  not  be  immediately 
ihut :  At  the  founding  of  a  horn,  a  fignal  which  had 
been  previoufly  agreed  upon,  Douglas  and  his 
company  ruflied  out  from  their  place  of  ambuQi. 
Ere  the  foldiers  of  the  garrifon  could  awake  and 
feize  their  arms,  the  Scottifli  band  had,  all,  entered 
the  caftle.  Yet,  a  defperate  conflid  cnfued,  and 
many  of  the  Englifli  were  wounded,  a  number 
flain,  forae  trampled  to  death,  fome  da(hed  head- 
long from  the  walls,  before  the  Scots  could  make 
themfelves  decifively  mafters  of  the  place.     No 

fooner 
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^'^^'  TIT  fooaer  was  the  caftle  theirs^  thaB  th^  townfrnqn 
whom  fear  and  neceffity  bad  alone  fub(je£ie4 1^  the 
Englifliy  offered  their  fervices  10  Douglas,  nj)A]^o^. 
fefied  their  fealty  to  David  Bruce*  .  Tha  cuftpdy 
of  the  caille,  thus  fortunately  recovered,  n9&  xu- 
trufted  to  William  Douglas^  the  baftard .  broths, 
of  William  the  knight  of  Liddefdale^  whp  bad  So 
eminently  ailifted  at  its  cs^ture*. 

Vfi  RY  foon  after  the  capture  of  £dinburgh-caf« 
tim  from  tie,  David  Bruce,  with  Jane  his  queen,  arrived 
France,  j^^jjj  France,  to  aflume  the  government  of  his  own 
dominions  ;  landing  at  Inverbervie  in  the  fliire  of 
Kincardine.  Now  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his 
age,  he  might  be  efteemed  almoft  ripe  for  the  ac- 
tive duties  of  royalty.  His  refidence  in  France 
during  fo  many  of  his  boyiih  years,  had  faved  him 
from  the  danger  of  captivity  with  the  Englifti. 
But,  it  had  alfo  eftranged  him  from  the  manners 
and  habits  of  life  which  prevailed  in  his  own 
country  ;  and  had  left  room  for  the  bold  barons 
whQ  in  his  abfence  maintained  his  caufe,  to  ac« 
quire  an  influence  and  authority  among  his  fub- 
je£^s,  which  it  was  not  likely  that  he  ihould  foon 
be  able  to  counterbalance  or  reduce  within  due 
bounds.    He  returned  info  a  kingdom  of  which 

the 

•  Fordtta.  XIIL  47  :— Bocth.  XV.  Fo.  334>r-Bachan. 
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134*. 


the  greater  part  was  now  once  more  refcued  from^"'^  J: 
the  power  of  his  enemies.  But,  he  returned  to 
purlue  ft  -doubtful  and  perilous  warfare^  of  which 
his  Crown  wa^  to  be  tK^  prize ;  with  foes  whofe 
national  ftrength  if  properly  directed,  was  flill  evi- 
dently  fuffictent  to  crufh  with  little  difficuhy,  all 
the  force  and  exertions  of  him  and  his  faithful 
fubje£b ;  whofe  ambition  for  the  conqueft  of  his 
kingdom,  had  been  inherited  from  generation  to 
generftCion  ;  whofe  policy  was  bold,  fubtle,  artful, 
aarefh^ned  by  ties  human  or  divine*. 


! 
! 
A.  D.         . 


Chapter  IV» 

From  the  return  of  David  Smuqe  out  of  France^  to 
the  time  of  his  being  made  pr if  oner  by  the  Englifh 
at  the  battle  of  Durham^ 

jJavid  the  Second,  with  his  confort,  were  receiv-j^gj^^^ 
ed  by  their  fubjedts,  with  the  fondeft  joy,  and  with^p**^  "^^^ 
loany  loyat  congratulations.     By  him  thofe  faith^vidu  re- 
fulfubjefls  whofe  attachment  to  his  interefts,  had^'^^'^' 
been  proved  by  their  fcorning  for  his  fake,  all  the 
Vol..  in.  K  terrours 

♦  Fordun.  XIII.  49  :~Winton,  Book  VIII :— Buchanan, 
L.  IX  :-*Lcfl.  L.  VII.  p.  241. 
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Sect.  I.    terrours  and  fcduftions  of  danorer,  diftrefs,  avarice. 

Chap.  IV.  ^  ^  ^      \ 

and  ambition,  were  naturally  treated  with  the  mofi: 
grateful  refpect  and  kindnefs,  which  a  man  and  a 
King  could  teftify.  His  coufin,  the  Earl  of  Moray, 
lately  returned  from  captivity  in  England  ;  his  ne- 
phew, Robert  Stewart;  Williaai  Douglas,  the 
bold  and  indefatigably  enterprizing  knight  of  Lid- 
defdale  ;  the  generous  and  gallant  Alexander  Ram* 
fay  ;  the  faithful  Malcolm  Fleming ;  William  Bui- 
lock,  whofe  crafty  counfels  and  unrivalled  Ikill  as 
an  engineer,  had  been  of  the  utmoft  fervice  firft  to 
the  Engllfh,  and  lately  to  the  Scots  ;  with  many 
other  heroes  v;ho  had  gallantly  fought  and  con- 
quered in  the  caufe  of  their  country  and  their  king; 
were  the  firfl:  objefts  of  the  young  monarches  fa- 
vour, the  illuftrious  ornaments  of  his  Court,  the 
fureft  defence  of  his  dominions.  Some  few  months 
pafi'ed  undiilinguifhed  by  any  remarkable  military 
tranfaQions.  But,  David  was  not  of  an  unwarlike 
temper  ;  the  fouth-weft  diftrids  were  ftill  fubjeft 
to  Englifh  ufurpation  :  Moray,  Douglas,  and  Ram- 
fey  were  Lords  of  the  Marches :  Edward  would 
not  yet  withdraw  his  troops,  and  relinquifti  the 
hopes  of  fubduing  Scotland  :  And  the  profecution 
of  the  war,  was  foon,  therefore,  furioufly  renew- 
ed*. 

**  Fcrdun.  Buchanan.  &c. 
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.    In  the  firfl:  months  of  the  year  one  thoufand  three.^^^^-  J- 
hundred  and  forty-two,  the  Earl  of  Moray  led  an  --^v^o 
army  to  invade  the  borders  of  England  ;  anH  in    ^^•^^* 
the  expedition,  his  younff  fovereio^n,  without  ai-^""^"^'^^'"- 
fuming  any  eminent  command,  ferved  under  his  with  van- 
banner.      They   defolated  Cumberland  as  far  as^* 
Penrith,  and  without  meeting  any  difafter,  return- 
ed honie  in  fafety,  with  their  booty. — About  the 
fame  time,  Alexander  Ramfay,  guided  by  the  fug- 
geltion  and  counfels  of  a  man  named  Odo  Ednam^ 
who  was  probably  well  acquainted  with  the  local 
circumftances  of  the  place  ;  took  with  him  a  felect 
band  of  followers  ;  and  fcaling  the  walls  of  Rox- 
burgh-caftle,  valiantly  maftered  the  garrifon  with- 
in, and  thus  expelled  the  Englifli  from  this  impor- 
tant fortrefs  and  the  territory  depending  upon  it» 
The  young  King,  pleafed  with  this  fuccefs  of  his 
arms,  and  charmed  with  the  generous  heroifm  of 
Ramfay  by  whom  it  was  atchieved  ;  rewarded  the 
feryice  by  conferring  upon  the  viftor,  the  cuftody 
of  the  caftle,  and  the  fheriifdom  of  the  adjacent 
diftrid^  the  laft  of  which  offices  had  been  for  fotne 
time  held  by  the  knight  of  Liddefdale.     In  ano- 
ther  inroad  into  England,  almoft  immediately  fub- 
fequent  to  the  capture   of  Roxburgh- caille,   the 
Scottifh  arms  were  foraewhat  lefs  fuccefsful.     The 
King  himfelf  now  led  the  expedition  ;  the  country 
lf?as  wafted  by  his  troops  :  But  five  young  warri- 
ours  of  rank,  on  whom  David  had  recently  confer- 
red 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


y6  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.     [Book  IV. 

s«cT.  I  red  the  honours  of  knighthood,  being  circumvent- 
i^^/^o  ed  in  a  morafs,  at  a  diftance  from  the  ftrength  of 
^'  ^  the  Scottifli  army,  were  made  prifoners  by  Sir  Ro- 
bert Ogle,  who  afterwards  exaded  a  great  fuai 
of  money  for  their  ranfom* 


X34«. 


%* 


Cruel  But,  the  young  King  was  foon  to  experience  in 

AAeundc!^  remarkable  inftance,  the  impotence  of  his  own 
Kamfay  by  authority,  and  the  ungovernable  fiercenefs  of  thofe 
barons  by  whom  he  was  ftipported  on  the  throne^ 
Douglas,  mortally  offended  by  the  lofs  of  that  ftie- 
riffdom  which  had  been  taken  away  from  him,  to 
be  beftowed  upon  Ramfay,  inftantly  vowed  revenge 
upon  the  competitor  who  had  fupplanted  him. 
Yet,  by  the  interference  of  their  mutual  friends, 
the  angry  rivals  had  been  apparently  reconciled. 
On  the  part  of  Ramfay,  the  reconciliation  was  fin- 
cere  ;  biit  with  Douglas,  it  was  unfortunately  o- 
therwife.  Ramfay  foon  after  repaired  to  Hawick, 
there  to  hold  his  Court,  as  fheriff  of  the  diftrift. 
In  the  church  at  that  place,  he  expefted  the  coming 
of  thofe  who  had  been  fummoned  to  attend  his 
Court,  and  to  fupport  him  in  the  execution  of  his 
office.  While  he  there  waited,  flenderly  attended,, 
unarmed,  unfufpefting  and  undefigning  of  mif- 
chief;  William  Douglas  fuddenly  arrived,  with 
a  company  of  armed  followers.     Finding  his  hated 

3  rival 

*  Fordun.  XIII.  49  : — Scala  Chrontcay  apud  Leland, 
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rival  thus  helplefs  againft  his  fury;  Douglas,  un-SRCT.i. 
mindful  of  their  late  reconciliation,  and  of  the  fanc-^ 
tity  of  the  place ;  inftantly  attacked  Ra'mfay,  flew 
feveral  of  his  attendants,  feverely  wounded  himfelf, 
made  him  prifoner,  bound  him  with  fetters,  and  in 
this  captivity  and  confinement,  conveyed  him  to  the 
caftle  of  Hermitage.  At  Hermitage,  Douglas  in- 
humanly cafl:  his  pnfoner  to  perifli  in  a  dungeon  ; 
fuffcring  no  food  to  be  given  him;  alt  ho*,  as  it  is  faid, 
by  picking  up  fome  grains  of  corn  which  he  found 
accidentally  fcattered  in  the  place  of  his  confine- 
ment, the  unfortunate  Ramfay  found  means,  there 
to  protraft  his  miferable  exiftenc«  for  the  fpace  of 
feventeen  days.  Thus  died  by  the  moft  wretched 
and  tormenting  of  deaths,  the  generous  and  gallant 
Ramfay,  than  whom  n6  Scottifh  knight. of  the  age 
in  which  he  lived,  has  been  handed  down  to  pofte- 
rity  with  a  fairer  fame.  None  had  exceeded  the 
deeds  which  he  had  already  performed ;  and  bound- 
Icfs  were  the  hopes  which  his  country  had  conceiv- 
ed of  him- — In  vain  did  David  Bruce  wifli  to  pu- 
nilh  this  s^trocious  a£k  of  lawlefs  cruelty  and  perfi- 
dy.  Douglas,  the  moft  faithful  of  his  barons,  the 
beft  fupporter  of  his  throne,  the  terrour  of  the 
Englifli,  was,  in  the  prefent  junfture  of  affairs,  a- 
bove  all  law.  After  the  firft  ebullition  of  the 
King's  wrath  had  evaporated,  Douglas's  crime  was 
pardoned,  at  the  interceflion  of  Rgbert  Stewart ; 

and 
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Sect.  I.    and  he  was  inftalled  in  thofe  honours  and  poflef- 

CllAP.  IV. 

fions  of  his  murthered  rival,  the  envy  of  which  had 
prompted  him  to  the  guilty  deed*. 


A.  D. 


Fall  of  William  Bullock  foon  after  fell  by  a  fimilar 
Bullock,  fete.  Whether  his  fidelity  were  reafonably  fuf- 
pefted  J  or  he  had  enemies  who  dreading  his  abi- 
lities and  his  influence,  went  about  to  acco^nplifh 
his  ruin  by  falfe  accufations ;  Certain  it  is  that  he 
was  denounced  as  a  traitor,  that  the  accufatiou 
found  credit  with  David,  and  that  Bullock  waa 
feized,  carried  a  prifoner  to  the  caftle  of  Lochea* 
dorp,  and  there  fhut  up  in  a  dungeon,  and  left  to 
perilh  by  hunger  j. 

Another  A  THIRD  expedition  into  England,  foon  after 
iatotng.  followed.  It  was  gallantly  conduced  by  the  King 
^^^'  in  perfon.  By  the  Englifli  of  the  northern  coun- 
ties, he  was  oppofed  fo  vigoroufly, .  as  to  be  pre- 
vented from  penetrating  far  into  the  country,  or 
committing  any  wide  devaftation.  He  returned 
home,  however,  v/ithout  incurring  any  difgrace, 
and  without  fuffering  any  lofs  of  the  numbers  of 
his  army.  The  next  enterprize  attempted  by  the 
Scots,  was  againft  the  caftle  of  Lochmaben.  From 

the 

*  Fordun.  XIII.  50:— Major.  L.  V.  C.  18,  &c. 
t  Fordun.  XIII.  50 ;— Winton,  Book  VIIL 
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I     the  fiege  of  this  impof  tant  fortrcfs,  they  were  com-  sect,  i, 
pelled  to  retire,  by  the  exertions  of  Selby  the  Eng- 


lifli  governor  of  the  caftle,  aided  by  fuccours  expe-    ^-  ^• 
ditioufly  brought  againft  the  befiegers  by  Kirkbyunfucccr^- 
bifliop  of  Carlifle,  and  Thomas  de  Lucy.    Farther  tochma. 
hoftilities  between  thctwo  nations  were  for  a  fhort 
time  fufpended,  by  a  truce"  which  had  been  agreed 
to,  between  the  Kingsr  of  France  and  England,  and 
which  was  framed  to  comprehend  all  the  allies  of 
both*. 


During  the  period  of  truce  which  followed,  fomcDougias 
negociations  were  entered  into  between  the  King  ofof  t^cfche- 
England,   and  William  Douglas,  whofe  faith   to^^^' 
his  country  and  his  fovereign,  had  hitherto  flood 
unfliaken  amidft  every  trial.     Douglas  had,  by  the 
inhuman  murther  of  Ramfay,  probably  loft  that 
confidence  and  cfteem  of  his  King  and  country 
which   his   former    atchievements    had    merited. 
Confclous  of  a  crime  fo  atrocious  and  fo  ungene- 
rous, he  was  perhaps  ill  at  peace  with  himfelf.     A 
man  in  this  fituation  was  fitted  to  become  a  traitor. 
And  yet,  it  is  not  certain  that  Douglas,  ahhough 
fufpefted    by    his    fellow-countrymen,    although 
tempted  by  the  feduftions  of  the  Englifli,  ever  con- 
fented  to  any  propofals  from  Edward.     We  fhall 

fee 

*  Fordun.  XIII.  49 :— Froiffard*  L.  1 :— WJlfingharft, 
ifo,  161. 
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ch""Vv  ^^^.^™  ^S^^  figh^  ^^d  f^ff"sr  in  the  caufe  of  Scot- 
i^^w-^  land  and  of  Bruce*. 

A.  D. 

Prci'ei.t         Edwarb  Balliol  had  now  long  ceafed  to  be  emi- 

condition  ^    o  • 

of  Edward  nently  confpicuous  in  the  conduft  of  thefe  wars. 
Brought  into  Scotland  at  firft  by  men  who  rather 
regarded  him  as  a  fit  tool  for  their  private  purpofes^ 
than  afted  with  any  concern  for  the  rights  and  iu- 
terefts  of  his  family  j  he  had  been  forfaken  by  thofc 
men,  affoon  as  they  found  that  the  King  of  England 
could,  alone,  fupport  them  in  the  profecution  of 
their  claims.  Not  only  had  he  none  among  the  fub- 
jefts  of  BTuce"^  who  were  now  fpontaneoufly  difpofed 
to  favour  his  pretenfions;  but  his  very  name  was  uni- 
verfally  abhorred,  becaufe  his  intercfts  were  confi- 
dered  to  be  incompatible  with  the  independence  of 
his  country.  Compelled  by  the  neceflities  of  his  fitu- 
ation,  to  have  recourfe  from  the  very  firft,  to  the 
fupport  of  the  Englifh  monarch,  arid  to  accept  it 
upoti  conditions  extremely  humiliating  ;  he  bad 
quickly  ceafed  to  have  any  authority  in  concerting 
thofe  meafures,  or  dircfting  thofe  expeditions  which 
.  were  faid  to  be  employed  to  win  for  him  a  king- 
dom, and  to  eflablifh  hini  in  the  poffeilion  of  it. 
His  perfonal  character,  although  not  defpicable, 
was  not  qualified,  like  that  of  Wallace,  or  of  Ro«. 
bert  Bruce,  "  to  bid  help  and  hinderance  vanifli 

before 

'  ♦  Focdera  V.  379. 
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before  him,*'  to  triumph  over  every  difficulty,  to  ^«t-  J-^ 
brave  every  danger,  to  grafp  the  prize  at  which  he  ( 
aimed,  in  fpite  of  all  the  oppolitio'n  of  men,  and 
all  the  malice  of  fortune.  In  confequcnce  of  all 
thefe  circuraftances  of  his  charader  and  fate, 
Balliol  was  no  longer  more  than  an  inconfiderable 
private  perfon,  humbly  dependent  even  for  his  per- 
fonal  maintenance  upon  the  King  of  England's 
bounty.  Edward  had  long  fmce,  firft  lent  him  the 
fum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  afterwards  grant- 
ed him  a  daily  penfion  of  thirty  (hillings  in  time  of 
peace, — of  fifty  daring  war ;  to  be  paid  during 
the  good  pleafure  of  the  donor.  Balliol  held,  at 
this  time,  fome  fubordinate  authority  in  the  North 
of  England  ;  but  was  no  longer  in  a  condition  to 
make  himfelf  in  any  degree  formidable  by  his  own 
refpurces,  or  to  exalt  himfelf  in  competition  with 
David  Bruce*. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  genius,  and  ripening  ex'-Em;ii{haf« 
perience  of  Edward  the  Third,  had  begun  to  gaia**"' 
an  afcendency  in  his  wars  on  the  continent,  over 
the  meaner  talents  of  the  King  of  France.  The 
truce  expired;  and  hoftilities  were  fiercely  renewed. 
Before  the  term  of  its  expiration,  the  Scots  had  zU 
ready  begun  to  make  ravaging  inroads  upon  the 
Vol.  hi.  L  Englifh 

•  Fordun.  Foedcra,  V.  62.  85,  108,  109.  131.  Thcf«ms 
of  thirty  (hillings  a  day  in  time  of  peace,  and  of  fifty  (hillings 
a  day,  during  war,  were  afterwards  enlarged  refpcftively  to 
forty  (hillings,  and  fixty  lhillina;s,  i86» 
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^^*^'^'  ?•    Enelifli  borders.    No  fooner  was  the  war  avowed- 

CHAf.  IV.  ^ 

wv^o  ly  recommenced,  than  David  Bruce  fummoned  all 
^146.   ^^^  military  tenants  of  his  Crown  to  meet  him  in 
arms  at  Perth  ;  and  there  made  a  general  muder 
preparatory  to  a  grand  invafion  in  which  he  had 
hopes  of  conquering  the  northern  provinces  of 
England,  fo  as  to  annex  them  for  ever  to  the  do- 
minions of  the  Scottifli  Crown.     So  tumultuous 
an  aifembly  of  barbarous  clans,  could  not  come  to- 
gether, without  much  diforder,  and  many  fierce 
contentions.  Among  other  barons,  who  reforted  to 
David  at  Perth,  were  two  powerful  chieftains  of  the 
Highland  Clans,  William  Earl  of  Rofs,  and  Ray- 
nald  of  the  Ifles.     There  probably  exifted  between 
them,  at  this  time,  fome  private  feud ;  for  while 
they  lay  with  their  followers  atthe  monaflery  of 
Elcho,  the  Earl  of  Rofs  fent  aflaflins  who  murther- 
ed  Raynald  with  fcven  of  his  attendants  by  night ;  I 
and  early  on  the  morrow,  Rofs  withdrawing  his 
•    troops  from  Perth,  haftily  retired  to  the  mountains, 
to  efcape  the  juft  punifhment  of  the  crime  which 
he  had  perpetrated*. 

D»Tid  in-      But,  the  crime  of  Rofs,  and  his  rebellious  de- 

J^^^*j^°'-parture  with  his  troops,  were  not  to  fruftrate  the 

Una.       defign  with  which  David  bad  aflembled  his  barons 

and  their  followers  at  Perth.     With  a  numerous, 

but  for  the  greater  part,  an  irregular  and  imper- 

fe£kly  equipped  army,  the  King  ardently  proceeded 

fouthward 
•  Fordun*  L.  XIV.  C.  1 :— Winton*  Book  VIIL 
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fouthward  upon  the  invaiion.  which  he  meditated,  ?^«^t.  i. 

,  *  ,  .    Chap.  IV, 

Advancing  by  the  middle  marches,  he  made  his  ^ 
firft  attempt  againft  the  £ngli(h  by  the  fiege  of 
Liddel-caftle,  on  the  very  confine  bettfcen  the  two 
kingdoms ;  which  wafc  held  by  Waher  Selby,  a 
man  notorioufly  guilty  of  thofe  prafb'ccs  of  robbery 
and  ravage^  as  well  in  times  of  truce^  as  during 
war,  and  committed  almdft  indifferently  on  the 
Scots  and  on  the  Engliih,  for  which  his  border* 
fituation  gave  him  opportunity.     The  caflle  was 
taken  by  ftorm ;  and  Selby  being  deemed  unwor* 
thy  of  that  mercy  by  which  the  laws  of  war  ufuaU 
ly  fpare  the  lives  of  the  vaoquiifhed  ;  was  himfelf 
beheaded  ;  while  his  fortrefs  was  razed  to  the  foun* 
dadon.    Even  here,  however,  and  after  this  firft 
fuccefs,  Douglas,  upon  news  that  the  Engliih  were 
not  unprepared  to  meet  and  repulfe  the  invafion  ; 
counfelled  his  fovercign  to  relinquifli  this  enter- 
prize,  and  return  with  all  his  forces  homeward* 
But,  the  French  Allies  of  David,  expefted  him  to 
make  fuch  a  powerful  diverfion  in  Britain,  as  might 
perplex,  weaken,  and  difconcert  the  Englifh  King 
amid  his  military  operations  on  the   continent : 
David  himfelf,  in  the  gallant  ardour  of  youth,  could 
not  endure  the  idea  of  retiring  for  fear  of  enemies 
vho  had   not  yet  approached   to  oppofe  him  : 
Douglas  no  longer  enjoyed  that  unbounded  confi- 
dence of  his  King  and  his  fellow-fubjefts,  to  which, 
before  the  murthcr  of  Rarafay,  his  fervices  had 

well 
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SicT*  I.    ^ell  entitled  him  :  To  fufpeft  him  of  cowardice, 

CoAf.  IV.  '^ 


was  indeed  impodible ;  but  againft  the  imputations 
^*  ^*  of  treachery,  and  of  unpatriotic  felfiflinefs,  he  could 
not  be  equally  fecure.  Befides,  the  whole  army 
having  their  imaginations  filled  more  with  the 
thoughts  of  the  fpoils  which  they  hoped  to  gain  in 
England,  than  with  the  anticipation  of  any  dangers 
to  be  there  encountered,  would  have  been  beyond 
meafure  difappointed  and  enrsgcd  by  any  fudden 
order  to  retreat.  They  were  led  onwards  into  the 
interior  parts  of  Northumberland.  Being  mufter- 
cd  at  the  abbey  of  Hexham ;  their  numbers  were 
found  to  amount  to  no  fewer  than  two  thoufand 
men  in  complete  armour,  with  a  multitude  of  ir» 
regular  and  light-armed  infantry*. 

iMfft  at-        The  Enfflifh.  in  the  mean  time,  had  made  due 

tempt*  dc-  .  . 

fcatcd.  preparations  to  refifl  fo  formidable  an  invafion. 
Edward  was  himfelf  in  France,  now  purfuing  hi? 
claims  to  the  French  Crown,  with  fomewhat  bet- 
ter fuccefs  than  had  attended  his  firft  attempts. 
But,  his  queen  Philippa,  having  the  principal 
charge  of  the  Englifli  government  in  the  abfence 
of  her  lord  ;  with  great  aftivlty  muftered  the  mi- 

r  litary  vaffals  of  the  Crown,  who  refidcd  in  the 

northern  counties  ;  intfufted  the  command  of  the 

2  force 

♦  Fordun.   Lib.  XIV.    i.  2  :— FroifTard  L.  i :— Winton. 
yiII;-.Wamngham,  167. 
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force  thus  raifed,  to  the  arcroifliop  of  York,  and  to-^ecT.  i. 

r  »  Chap.  IV. 

Piercy,  aud  Neville,  two  of  the  moft  confiderablev 


barons  in  thofe  parts ;  and  herfelf,  as  is  faid,  joining  ^-  ^• 
the  army,  communicated  to  the  leaders  and  foidiers, 
the  infpiration  of  all  that  heroifm  with  which  fhe 
^-as  animated.  While  the  Scots,  croiling  the 
Tyne,  urged  their  way  into  the  biihoprick  of  Dur- 
ham; the  Engliih  marched  towards  Sunderland 
bridge,  in  order  to  ftop  their  progrefs.  Ere  the 
Scots  were  aware  that  an  Englifh  army  was  fo  near, 
to  oppofe  them  ;  a  foraging  party  headed  by  Wil- 
liam Doiiglas,  unexpededly  fell  in  with  the  whole 
Englifh  force,  and  after  a  defpcrate  conflift,  loft 
five  hundred  of  ||>eir  number  who  were  flain, — with 
William  Douglas,  baftard-brother  of  the  knight  of 
Liddefdale,  and  others;  who  were  taken  prifoners. 
The  furvivors  with  ^difficulty  efcaped  to  the  Scottiih 
camp ;  and  to  the  confufion  of  their  King  andfel- 
low-foldiers,  communicated  the  firft  tidings,  a^ 
once  of  their  own  difafter,  and  of  the  numbers  and 
prowefs  of  the  Englifh.  At  the  news,  the  Scots 
indignantly  prepared  for  battle  :  Their  King  him- 
felf  afTuming  the  command  of  the  central  column 
of  his  army ;  while  the  Earl  of  Moray  and  the 
Knight  of  Liddefdale  led  the  right  wing  ;  Robert 
Stewart  and  the  Earl  of  March,  the  left.  Flufhed 
with  their  firfl  fuccefs,  the  Englifh  advanced  to  meet  ' 
the  invaders  at  Neville's  crofs.  And  in  oppofitiont 
to  them,  the  Scottifh  army  was  quickly  drawn  out 

on 
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?^^cT.  1.    on  ground  which  wft  unluckily  iuterfedled  with 
ditches  and  inclofure&*. 


A.D. 
XJ46. 

paTid  When  the  two  armies  were  ready  to  join  in 

made  pri- 

foner.  battle,  John  Graham  a  Scottifli  knight,  gallantly 
propofed  to  his  Eai|g,  that  with  only  an  hundred 
fulUarmed  men,  if  fo  many  would  follow  him  up- 
on the  hardy  enterprize,  he  would  difperfe  the 
whole  Englifh  bowmen,  whofe  attack  was  the  firft 
formidable  oppofition  the  Scots  had  to  encounter, 
in  joining  battle.  Not  a  man  in  all  the  army, 
thought  the  ptopofal  fufficiently  pra&icable,  or  fo 
moderately  dangerous,  as  to  be  induced  to  follow  the 
gallant  Graham.  Alone,  and  unamended,  he  bold- 
ly ruflied  forward  amid  the  thickeft  of  the  Englifii 
archers,  before  they  could  ftun  or  wound  him  with 
their  arrows ;  and  then  riding  furiouily  about  a- 
mong  them,  and  wielding  his  weapons  with  terri- 
ble dexterity  and  force,  laid  many  dead  or  wounded 
upon  the  earth;  till  at  lall  their  arrows  which  could 
not  pierce  hit  armour,  mortally  wounded  his  more 
defencelefs  horfe ;  fo  that  he  with  difficulty,  made 
his  way  back,  on  foot,  into  the  ranks  from  which 
he  had  fo  heroically  advanced.  Ere  Graham  had 
rejoined  his  friends,  the  Englifh  had  aflailed  the 
left  wing  of  the  Scottifh  army,  which  came  on,  un« 
der  the  command  oiF  the  Earl  of  Moray.    Attack. 

ed, 

.    *  Fordun.XIlI.  t,  3. 
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ed,  not  attacking;  on  ground  which  its  divided  Sect.  i. 
and  unequal  furface  made  difadvantageous  ;  and  v^^^nr^' 
not  yet  entirely  recovered  from  the  furprize  and  ^-  ^• 
confufioji  with  which  they  had  been  ftruck  by  the 
recent  defeat  of  their  fkirmiihing  party  :  the  Scots 
did  not  ikilfully  or  fteadily  refift  the  impetuofity  of 
the  affault  by  the  Englifli.  Moray  was  flain ; 
Douglas  made  prifoner;  the  entire  right  wing 
of  the  Scottifli  army  which  .  thefe  warriours  led, 
was  foon  thrown  into  diforder,  driven  from  its 
ground,  fcattered  in  general  flight.  The  center 
of  the  Scottifli  army  was  next  to  meet  the  career  . 
of  the  Englifh.  On  the  flank,  it  was  galled  by  the 
archers  ;  in  front,  it  was  fore  preflfed  by  the  impe- 
tuous onfet  of  the  men  at  arms.  Yet  for  feveral 
hours,  the  fortune  of  the  battle  hung  in  fufpenfe : 
David  bimfelf  fought  with  all  the  gallantry  of  a 
brave  young  monarch,  whofe  life  and  honour  were 
at  ftake  :  His  barons  vied  with  their  King  in  va« 
lour,  with  one  another,  in  faithful  loyalty.  They 
fought  in  vain.  After  a  long  conteft  and  prodigi- 
ous flaughter,  David  himfelf  was  made  prifoner  by 
an  Englifli  knight  of  the  name  of  Copland  ;  whom 
even  while  he  feized  him,  the  Scottifli  King  wound- 
ed feverely  in  the  face ;  ftriking  out  two  of  Cop-^ 
land's  teeth  with  his  iron  gauntlet.  Seeing  the 
right  wing  thus  broken  and  fcattered,  the  central 
column  almoft  wholly  cut  in  pieces,  their  King 
taken  prifoner ;  Stewart  and  March,  who  yet  re- 
mained. 
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sicT.  I.  mained,  with  the  left  wing,  endeavoured  only  to 
effeO:  their  retreat  with  as  little  lofs  as  poffible. 
Had  they  fooner  advanced  to  fupport  the  main  ar- 
my fighting  under  the  King,  the  fortune  of  the 
day  might  perhaps  have  inclined  to  the  Scottifh 
fide.  With  difficulty,  and  with  no  inconfiderable 
lofs,  they  accompliflied  their  retreat ;  but  the  Eng- 
lifh  were  now  too  much  occupied  in  fpoiling  the 
ilain,  and  fecuring  their  prifoners,  to  urge  the  pur- 
fuit  with  eager  aftivity*. 

^^^^         Great  was  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Scots  in 
qucDcct    (his  unfortunate  battle  of  Durham.     The  Earls  of 

of  the  bat- 

tic^fDur- Moray  and  Strathern,  Hay  Conftable,  Keith  Mar- 
fhal,  Peebles  Chamberlain,  and  Charteris  Chancel- 
lor of  Scotland,  with  many  barons  of  eminence, 
and  a  multitude  of.  meaner  foldiers,  fell  in  the  en- 
gagement. The  King  himfelf,  with  the  Earls  of 
Fife,  Menteith,  and  Wigton,  the  Knight  of  Liddef- 
dale,  and  about  fifty  other  barons  were  made  pri- 
foners. The  barriers  of  Scotland,  were  laid  open 
to  the  Englifh,  who  eagerly  haftened  to  occupy  the 
fouthern  diitrids  of  the  kingdom,  and  again  to  ex- 
tend the  limits  of  England  to  where  they  had  been 
fixed  by  the  treaty  between  Edward  and  Balliol. 
Balliol  who  had  lately  refided  for  fome  time  upon 
his  patrimonial  eftates  in  Galloway,  at  his  caftles 

of 

.*  Fordun.  Froiflard,  Walfingham^  ut  fupUi  &c. 
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of  Buittle  and  Kenmore ;  being  now  joined  by^ecr.  i. 
thofe  two  eminent  Northumbrian  barons,  Piercyv 


A.  D. 


and  Neville ;  made  a  fuddcn  expedition  into  Lo-  ^  ^ 
thian,  to  aid  the  progrefs  of  the  Englifh  in  that 
quarter ;  and  then  crofGng  the  country  to  the  dif- 
trict  of  Renfrew,  returned  back  through  Ayrfhire 
into  Galloway.  In  his  progrefs,  he  laid  wade,  ra- 
ther than  fubdued  the  country ;  maffacring  the 
peafantry,  and  deftroying  the  crops,  houfes,  and 
cattle  upon  the  eftates  of  thofe  enemies  whofe  op- 
pofition  to  his  tyranny,  had  the  mod  provoked  his 
revenge ;  but  neither  winning  the  caftles,  nor  efta-^ 
blifhing  his  own  authority  over  the  country.  To 
the  eaftern  and  to  the  weftern  fea,  however,  on  the 
one  fide,  nearly  as  far  as  Ayr,  on  the  other,  to  the 
vale  of  Lothian,  the  Englifh,  almoft  without  oppo* 
fition,  extended  the  authority  of  their  jurifdiftion^ 
and  the  terrour  of  their  arms*. 


♦  Fordun.  XIV.  3  ;— Buchao.L.  IX  :-.Winton.  B^  VIII. 


Vol.  hi.  M  Chap. 
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Sect.  I. 
Chap.  V. 


A.  D. 
1346. 


Chapter  V. 

Frmn  the  battle  of  DurhaMj  to  the  death  of  Dafid 
the  Second. 


profpcas  ^  HE  unfortunate  event  of  the  battle  of  Durham, 
z^\\a\  ^"^  ^^^  immediate  confcquences,  might  feem  at  firft 
to  threaten  the  total  overthrow  of  the  liberties  of 
Scotland,  and  the  final  expulfion  of  the  family  of 
Bruce  from  the  Scottiih  throne.  If  with  a  force 
comparatively  fmall,  and  in  the  abfence  of  their 
King,  with  the  flower  of  their  warriours;  ^he  Eng- 
li(h  could  fo  fuccefsfully  prevail  over  the  collea- 
ed  military  ftrength  of  the  whole  Scottiih  na- 
tion :  Would  not  Edward  in  perfon  aiToon  as  he 
ihould  return  from  the  French  war,  with  his  brave 
fbn,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  be  eafily  able^  at  laft  to 
atchieve  the  final  conqueft  of  all  Scotland^ 

RcfourcM      ^^'^>  misfortunes,  fuch  as  that  of  the  battle  of 
of  the      Durham,  were  no  longer  new  to  the  Scots  ;  nor 

Scots.  '  r  7  • 

did  example  reprcfent  them  as  irretrievable.  For-  | 
mer  difafters  of  a  fimilar  nature,  and  no  lefs  cala- 
mitous, had  ftill  left  Scotland  free.  To  provide 
for  the  adminiftration  of  the  government,  during 
the  captivity  of  their  King,  the  Scottifh  barons  im- 
mediately appointed  his  nephew  Robert  Stewart  to 

^  the 
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the  Regency  of  the  kingdom.  In  the  fhire  ofs^cT^L 
Wigton  and  in  Carrick,  Alan  Stewart  and  JohAv 
Kexipedy  ftiil  remained  in  their  allegiance  to  David 
Bruce,  and  fo  harafled  the  Galwegian  vafials  and 
adherents  of  Balliol,  as  to  reftrain  thefe  from  lend- 
ing any  confiderable  aid  to  the  Englifh  arms  in  o- 
ther  quarters.  William  the  fon  of  Archibald  Doug- 
las^ formerly  Regent,  returning  about  this  time 
out  of  France  in  which  he  had  fpent  his  earlier 
years,  and  made  his  firil  effays  in  arms ;  began  to 
diftinguifii  bimfetf  by  eminent  proofs  of  that  va- 
iour  and  patriotic  activity  which  had  already  con- 
ferred the  mod  illuftrious  fpleodour  on  the  name 
of  Douglas ;  quickly  expelled  the  Engliih  from 
Douglaklale ;  made  himfelf  mailer  of  £ttrick-fo- 
reft;  and  defeating  Copland  governor  of  Rox- 
burgh, who  ftrove  to  defend  Teviotdale  againfl: 
his  incurfions  ;  refcued  this  diftrid  likewife, 
from  the  pofieilion  of  the  iuTaders.  Succefies 
fo  confiderable  revived  the  courage  and  loyalty 
of  the  Scots ;  and  the  young  heir  to  the  earldom 
of  Douglas,  appeared  not  unworthy  to  fupply  to 
his  country  all  thofe  gallant  offices  which  might 
have  been  expelled  from  the  Knight  of  Liddefdale, 
had  he  not  been  abient  in  captivity**^ 

In  the  mean  time,  the  King  of  England  was  pn> 
fecuting  abroad  his  wars  againft  France,  with  ri£> 

ing 
*  Fordun.  XIV.  5,  Sec. 
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Sect,  l    jj^g  fucccfs.     From  Guientie,  the  firft  objed  of  his 

u«oro  expeditions,  he  had  more  lately  been  induced  to 

i^m6.    transfer   his  invafion   ratlier   againft   Normandy* 

EngiiOi  af- The  change  was  fo  fortunate,  that  he  foon  over- 
fairs  on  .  . 

the  conti-  ran  the  whole  province  ;  took  Caen,  its  moft  opu- 
lent town ;  and  fpread  general  alarm  and  difmay 
to  the  very  gates  of  Paris.  Philip,  the  French 
King,  aflembling  an  army  of  more  than  an  hun- 
dred  thoufand  men,  advanced  at  their  head  to  give 
battle  to  the  far  inferior  force  of  the  invaders :  And 
had  it  not  been  for  a  very  adventurous  pafTage  at  a 
ford  of  the  river  Somme,  when  the  French  had 
nearly  encompaffed  and  hemmed  him  in  within 
difficulties  from  which  efcape  would  have  been  ini- 
prafticable  ;  Edward  and  his  whole  army  muft 
have  become  the  captives  of  their  enemies,  or  have 
perilhed,  all,  in  defperate,  unavailing  fight. .  Hav- 
ing,  however,  thus  broken  through  the  toils  in 
which  they  had  been  nearly  caught,  the  Englifh 
immediately  chofe  a  favourable  pofuion  on  a  gen- 
3attic  of  tie  afccnt  in  the  fields  of  Crecy  ;  awaited  the  at- 
^'^"^'  tack  of  the  French ;  and  by  the  fuperiority  of-  dif- 
cipline,  heroic  valour,  and  maflerly  gcneralfhip  o- 
ver  imprudence,  difordcr,  and  folly  vainly  antici- 
pating in  imagination  what  it  could  not  atchieve  ; 
obtained,  after  a  long  and  obftinate  conflid,  one 
of  the  moft  decifive  viftories  that  have  ever  been 
won,  over  more  than  three  times  their  own  num- 
jber  of  Frenchmen.     Thus  greatly  victorious,  the 

Englilh 
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Englifli  monarch,  next  proceeded  to  lay  fiege  toS«T.i. 
the  ftrong  fea-port^town  of  Calais*  For  near  twelve  w^*v-«o 
months,  the  townfmen  and  thegarrifon  held  brave-  f*^' 
\y  out  againit  all  his  alTauIts*  At  lafl:,  however, 
their  numbers  were  fo  greatly  thinned,  and  they 
were  fo  forely  pinched  by  famine  ;  that  the  place 
was  neceffarily  furreadered  to  the  befiegers,  in 
whofe  hands  it  became  an  important  key  by  which 
they  might  at  any  time  make  an  hpftile  entrance 
into  the  territories  of  France.  In  Guienne,  fimi- 
lar  fuccefles  now  alfo  crowned  the  Engliih  arms. 
Such  a  feries  of  difafters,  at  the  fame  time  while 
the  arms  of  their  Scottiih  allies  were  in  Britain  a« 
like  unfortunate,  made  the  French  eagerly  accept 
a  truce,  which  was  mediated  by  the  Pope's  legates 
between  them  and  their  too  potent  foes.  Tlie 
Scots,  as  allies  of  France,  were  comprehended  in 
the  treaty  of  truce*. 

It  was  amid  the  career  of  his  perils  and  vido- 
ries  in  France,  that  Edward  received  the  news  of 
the  defeat  of  the  Scots  at  Durham,  and  of  the  cap- 
tivity of  David  Bruce  and  many  of  his  nobles. 
The  royal  captive  and  his  companions  were  care- 
fully guarded,  but  not  unkindly  treated.  Only, 
the  Earls  of  Fife  and  Menteith  who  had  formerly 
fworn  allegiance  to  Edward,  were  now  regarded 

not 

•  Froiffard  Lib.  L  &c. 
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Sect.  I.    jjot  as   captive  enemies,  but  as  traitors ;    were 

Chap.  Y.  '^  '  ' 

v«^<v^«j  brought  to  trial,  condemned  to  death,  and  the 
f^^'  Earl  of  Menteith  beheaded.  During  the  truce, 
Ncgotiati-  ji^g  Scottilh  queen,  fifter  to  Edward,  was  permit- 
peace,  ted  to  vifit  her  huiband  in  his  confinement ;  and 
negotiations  for  the  ranfoming  of  the  captive  King 
were  commenced.  A  peflilence  which  fpread  from 
the  torrid  climates  of  Afia  over  all  Europe  ;  cut- 
ting off  about  a  third  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
<  Scotland  and  England  ;  thus  tended  perhaps  to  aU 
leviate  the  mutually  exafperated  and  inveterate 
rage  of  the  two  nations ;  difpofing  them  to  conti- 
nue in  the  peaceable  obfervance  of  the  truce,  and 
even  to  feek  means  of  conciliating  one  another's 
atffeflions  in  a  perpetual  peace.  The  death  of  the 
King  of  France  calling  Edward's  ambitious  cares 
onc£  more  to  the  continent ;  made  him  willing  in 
the  mean  time,  fo  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  Scotland, 
that  the  Scots  might  not  be  provoked  again  to  in- 
vade and  harafs  England  in  his  intended  abfence. 
Jane,  his  fifter  too,  might  have  fome  influence 
with  her  brother  and  his  fons,  fo  as  to  perfuade 
them  rather  to  grant  eafy  terms  of  peace  and  liber- 
ty  to  her  lord,  than  to  detain  him  in  perpetual  con- 
finement, or  to  harais  his  kingdom  to  utter  ruin. 
Nor  is  it  improbable  that  Edward,  the  wifeft  and 
moft  politic  monarch  of  the  age,  might  now  dif- 
cein  the  impoffibility  of  finally  fubjugating  the 
Scots  J  and  might  therefore  be  defirous  to  have 

thofe 
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diofc  for  friends,  rather  than  enemies^  whom  he^'^<^^*^* 
could  never  reduce  to  be  his  Haves.     However  u^nro^' 
thcfe  things  might  be ;  the  Scots  were  foon  led  to    ^'  ^; 
hope,  in  the  progrefs  of  their  negotiations  for  the 
deliverance  of  their  King;  that  they  might  obtain  a 
peace  on  conditions  by  which  the  pretenfions  of 
Balliol,  fhould  be  wholly  relinquifhed  on  the  part 
of  England,  and  David  Bruce  reftored  to  reign 
without  a  rival  on  the  throne  ot  his  fathers*. 

Yet,  ere  this  negotiation  could  be  perfe£ted,Prop-cfe 
new  tranfaaions  were  engaged  in,  and  new  events  a»d£ng- 
took  place,  on  the  continent,  as  well  as  in  Britain, ^^^^^'^ 
which  had  a  tendency  to  influence  the  political  re^ 
lations  between  the  Scots  and  the  Engliih.  The 
French  war,  renewed  with  John  the  fon  of  Philip^ 
did  not  at  firft  promife  an  happy  iflue  to  the  £ng- 
li(h ;  but  at  length  in  the  famous  battle  of  Poidiers, 
made  the  French  King  a  prifoner  tathe  prince  of 
Wales,  and  brought  him  to  meet  David  Bruce  in 
captivity  at  London.  In  Scotland,  all  thofe  difor-^ 
ders  reigned,  which  might  be  natirrally  expei^ed 
to  arife  in  a  fierce,  lawlefs,  and  barbarous  age,  in 
an  uncivilized  country,  and  at  a  period  when  the 
royal  authority  could  not  be  vigorouily  maintain^ 
ed,  and  when  almoft  every  man  enjoyed  an  uncon« 
irculed  licence  of  doing  what  feemed  good  in  his 

own 

♦FocdcraT.V.  6i8>5cc. 
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c"^"  V  ^^^  cyes»  David  Bruce, .  in  his  impatience  to .  Jdc 
rgftored  to  hi$  own  country,  began  to  difcover. 
fomething  of  a  difpofition  to .  yield  to  the  Engliih. 
all  that  they  had  exaded  froBi.  Balliol :  Balliol 
ccafing  to  be  neceffary  or  ufeful  to  promote  the  de- 
figns  of  the  Englifh  King,  was  flighted  and  ne- 
gleded  by  him,  and  was  at  length,  perfuaded  to  re«. 
fign  into  Edward's  hands,  all  his  pretentions  to  the 
fovereignty. of  Scotland*  The.  captive  Knight  of 
Liddefdale,  was  entangled  in  a  new  and  equivocal 
treaty  with  the  Englijh  monarch,  in  which,  for  the 
recovery  of  his  liberty,  he  was  induced  to  devote 
himfelf  fo  wholly  to  the  fervice  of  England,  that 
all  his  former  defervings  from  hh  country,  might 
well  appear  to  be  cancelled  by  the  fickle  treachery 
of  this  lad  ad.  At  home,  Stewart  and  the  barons 
who  wei«  about  him,  ftrove  now  to  ftrengthen 
themfelvcs  in  the  government,  probably  not  more 
againft  the  Englifh,  than  againft  their  own  King, 
and  the  barons  v;ho  were  abfent  in  captivity  with 
him.  However  indifferent  they  might  be  as  to  the 
deliverance  of  their  monarch ;  yet  the  wifhes  of  the 
nation  could  not  be  long  withftood.  A  treaty 
for  the  ranfom  of  David  Bruce,  was  at  lafl  con- 
cluded at  Newcaftle,  on  the  thirteenth  (lay  of  Ju- 
ly, in  the  year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fifty-four.  The  ranfom  fixed,  was  ninety  thou- 
fand merks  Sterling,  to  be  paid  within  nine  years, 
in  the  proportion  of  ten  thoufand  merks  for  each 
2  year 
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jar.    Until  the  final  payment  of  this  whole  fuijJ,*»<^'^-  }^ 
k  was  agreed  that  there  ihould  be  peace  betweenui^v^ 
Scodand  and  England ;  coniprehending  in  its  ad*   ^'^ 
▼antages,  all  the  Allies  of  the  latter  country.  Twien- 
ty  young  Scotdih  noblemen  were  to  be  delivered  in- 
to  the  hands  of  the  EngUih,  as  fecuritie^  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  ranfom,  and  the  obfervance  of  the  truce  j^ 
and  for  both,  all  that  was  honourable  and  impor- 
tant among  the  nobles,  the  clergy,  and  the  com- 
mons of  Scotland,  were  to  become  bound,  in  con- 
ju]i£don  with  their  King.    But,  the  intrigues  of 
France  prevented  this  treaty  from  taking  effe£i*. 

BtroRE  David  Bruce  could  obtain  liberation  ^'^^'ift/^'i)^ 

of  William 

from  his  captivity,  the  knight  of  Liddefdale  had£>ougUt. 
becR  releafed,  and  had  returned  home.  During 
hit  abfence,  however,  ftill  retaining  that  ferocious 
and  iavage  fpirit  which  fo  cruelly  cut  off  the  gal- 
lant Ramfay ;  he  had,  in  revenge  for  the  murther 
of  his  iMrother  Sir  John  Douglas,  procured  the  af- 
iaffinatioa  of  Sir  David  Berkley^  by  whom  that 
murther  had  been  perpetrated.  This  new  aflaili- 
nation  committed  at  Douglas's  command,  even 
while  he  was  himfelf  a  captive  in  a  foreign  king- 
dom, greatly  contributed  to  alienate  from  him  with 
iUIl  riiing  abhorrence,  the  minds  of  his  countrymen 
at  home,  by  whom  he  had  been  once  admired  as  a 
Voju.  III.  N  patriot 

*  F^edcra  y.  686,  699.  700*  711.  722.  727.  727.  793,  8cc. 
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*»CT- 1-  patriot  and  a  hero.  He  came  now  to  be  regarded  a^ 
p#nrs^.  a  ihonfter  capable  of  every  odious  crime,  of  perfi- 
f'^'  dy  to  his  country,  and  of  thofe  atrocious  afts  of 
guilt  in  private  life,  which  changed  the  generous 
and  gallant  knight:  into  a  fiend,  the  enemy  of  the 
humankind.  There  had,  befides,  arifen,  during 
his  captivity,  new  political  parties  in  Scotland  who 
were  unwilling  to  admit  the  knight  of  Liddefdale, 
whofe  abilities  they  dreaded,  of  whofe  faith  they 
were  now  fufpicious, — to  that  pre-eminent  influence 
In  the  government  which  he  had  before  enjoyed  ; 
and  concerning  which  it  was  not  likely  that  he 
would  fit  quietly  down,  without  grafping  at  it  once 
Itiore.  Reyenge,  abhorrence,  fear,  and  political 
praft  thus  confpired  the  deftrudion  of'  William 
Douglas,  aifoon  as  he  returned  from  captivity. 
j^Ior  had  he  been  long  at  home,  when  ?is  he  wag 
hunting  in  the  foreft  of  Ettrick,  his  kinfman  and 
godfon,  William  the  heir  to  the  earldom  of  Doug- 
las, waylaid  and  cut  him  off,  by  an  ad  of  perfidy- 
pot  unlike  to  thofe  by  which  his  own  charader 
had  been  too  often  ftained.  He  was  a  brave  war- 
riour,  whofe  charafter,  fierce,  intrepid,  ambitious, 
.fickle,  vengeful,  may  be  efteemed  a  ftriking  exam- 
ple of  the  manners  and  fpirit  generally  prevalent 
in  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  While  force  wa&  e- 
very  thing,  while  law  was  nothing,  when  education 
and  the  arts  of  peace  did  not  confpire  to  mitigate 
the  paflions,  and  to  polifii  the  charader ;  it  was 

impopible 
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iinpoflU)le,  that  there  (hould  not  be  in  fociety,  ma*^'^^-  ^ 
ny  fuch  men  as  the  knight  of  Liddefdale*,  c«^-v<^ 

A.  p. 

About  the  fame  period,  David  Ihould  have  ar*T**«  »««<>- 
nved  once  more  m  bis  kingdom  and  native  coun-forOayid*t 
try^     His  fubjeds  had  undertaken  to  pay  for  hisancJb7o- 
libcrty,  a  ranfom  which,  in  the  ravaged  ftate  of '^'^  °* 
their  country,  could  not  but  be  enormoufly  burtheh- 
fome ;  land  his  barons  had  engaged  to  ftake  for 
its  payment,  the  deareft  pledges  they  had  to  givc^ 
But  the  treaty  was  for  a  while  fruftrated;    Nor 
would  David  have  been  now  received  with  the 
fame  fond  congratulations  as  had  formerly  awaited 
him  at  his  return  from  France.    His  Queen  was 
barren ;  and  Robert  Stewart,  his  nephew,  but  el- 
der than  he,  havirig  begup  to  look  forward  to  the 
inheritance  of  the  Crown,  Was  imprefied  with  fuf« 
picions  that  David  might  perhaps  be  won  to  lend 
himfelf  to  £ngli(h  intrigue,  in  a  manner  injurious 
to  the  hop^s  and  interefts  of  Stewart#    Between 
England  and  France,  the  war  was  (till  prolonged  ) 
and  the  French  King  now  fent  an  ambaflador  into 
Scotland  with  a  fmall  body  of  foldiers,  and  a  con*» 
fiderable  fum  of  money,  for  the  purpofe  of  infti. 
gating  the  Scots  once  more  to  take  arms  againft 
the  Englifh,  and  to  aid  them  in  their  military  en- 
terprises.     The  friendfliip  and  the    money    of 

France^ 

*  Fofidera  V.  738 :— Fordun.  XIV.  8,  &c. 
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B«cT.  1.   France,  had  greater  weight  with  the  Scottiih  barionss 
than  the  fandity  of  the  truce^  to  which  they  bad<a« 


0»AP.  V. 


A.  D.  greed,  the  care  of  delivering  their  King,  or  aay  ad* 
*^^^"  vantages  which  might  be  derived  from  lafting  ami* 
ty  with  England.  They  were  eager  to  tabe  uparms  $ 
and  David,  whatever  his  wifhes  for  liberty,  Cimld 
not,  while  abfent,  refift  the  general  impuLfe*. 

War  >^as  therefore  renewed.     Galloway  aad 

Succefsfoi  Nithfdale  were  recovered  out  of  the  bands  oif  tho 

tc?  wilh'  Englifli.   In  the  fouthern  parts  alone,  of  Scotlasad  $ 

lUh  «°^"  did  they  retain  arty  of  thofe  lands  and  cafties  wbich 

NcibjL     htid  been  ceded  to  them  by  Balliol,  or  taken  by  th^r 

krmsi    The  firil  expedition  undertaken  in  violation 

T)f  the  truce,  and  at  the  inftigatioh  of  Oar^citn-es, 

the  ambaflador  of  France,  was  led  by  William  the 

fucceflbr  of  Alexander  Ramfay,  in  obedience  to  the 

commands  of  the  earl  of  March,  the  warden  of^the 

eaftern  border,  againft  Norham  in  Northumberland, 

to  defhoy  that  place,  and  depopulate  the  adjacent 

territory.  Ramfay  burnt  the  village,  and  laid  wafte 

the  country.  But  perceiving  that,  agreeably  to  their 

hopes,  Thomas  Gtey,  governor  of  Norham-caftle^ 

fallied  out  ac  the  head  of  his  garrifon,  tb  attack  and 

chafe  away  the  fpoilers ;  the  Scots,  in  feeming  ter* 

rour,  fpeedily  fled.    Not  aware  of  any  ftratagcm 

in  the  defign  of  their  flight,  the  Engliib  furiouOy 

purfued. 

♦  Fordun.  XIV.  9. 
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pul'fecd.  At  NdWt  in  the  Mcrfe,  the  Scots  having  sw.  i. 
noir  Ifed  the  ptrrftiers  into  a  deftined  fnare,  turned  ^.^^v^ 
and  met  theb  attack :  For  March  and  Garencieres  ^'  ^- 
wcfe  here  With  a  troop  to  fupport  the  company  of 
Rail]iky«  The  £nglt<h^  although  thus  enfnar^c}  and 
kfpTtzdiy  yet  fcorned  to  flee ;  a  defperate  confl\d 
followed. '  Orey  making  his  horfemen  difmount, 
led  them  to  fight  on  foot,  where  their  horfes  would 
hate  been  ufelefs.  On  both  fides,  illuflrious  va^ 
iour  was  difplayed  j  blood  was  prodigally  fpilt ;  a 
number  of  M'aniours  fell ;  and  among  others,  on 
the  fide  of  the  Scots,  Sir  John  Haliburton  who  had 
often  diftinguiihed  himfelf  by  inveterate  animofity, 
and  bold  vdour  againfl  the  Englifh.  Grey  him- 
felf, with  others  of  his  followers,  were  at  laft  taken 
prifoners.  Of  hii  company,  but  few  made  their 
efeape.  The  prifoners  were  honourably  treated  j 
for  the  Scots  could  not  help  admiring  that  valour 
which^  in  fuch  circumflances,  they  had  found  it  fo 
hard  to  conquer*. 

Hostilities'  being  thus  renewed,  with  a  de- capture 
gree  of  fuccefe  which  naturally  encouraged  farther  »^.^^ 
hopeft  j^  Ae  Scots  with  indefatigable  adivity  pur-thcSc^tu 
fued  tkb  firft  blow  which  they  had  ftruck.     Ber- 
wick was  the  next  objed  of  their  attempts.     Stew-  , 
art  earl  of  Angus,  affembling  a  fleet  of  fmali  vef- 

fels, 

*  Fordun.  XIV.  9  i^$cQla  Chronica  apad  Leland^  I.  456. 
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Sect.  I.    fds    manned  them  with  a  confiderable  number  of 

Cbaf.  v.  '  / 

troops,  and  in  concert  with  the  earl  of  March,  fail- 
ing unexpededly  by  night. into  the  harbour  of 
Berwick,  landed  unperceived,  and  refted  till  day- 
break before  the  walls  of  the  town.  By  the  dawn  of 
day,  they  had  fixed  their  fcaling^ladders  ;  afcend- 
ing  tne  wails,  had  mattered  the  oppofition  of  the 
watchmen ;  and  ere  thefe  could  fpread  the  alarm^ 
had  entered  the  town  in  confiderable  force.  The 
Englifh  who  were  in  the  town  then  took  refuge  ia 
the  caftle ;  and  the  Scots  remained  mailers  of  the 
place.  No  fooner  was  this  event  known  among 
the  Englifh  inhabitants  of  the  furrounding  diilrift, 
than  they  fought  affiflance  from  John  Copland 
who  commanded  for  their  King,  on  the  eaftern 
marches;  and  came  with  him  to  reinforce  the 
garrifon  in  the  caftle,  in  hopes  of  yet  recovering 
Berwick.  A  fort  called  Douglas-tower  afforded 
yet  a  free  communication  between  the  caflle  and 
the  town.  From  it,  Copland  attempted  to  break 
out  and  overpower  the  Scots.  They  were  pre- 
pared to  Tefifi:  his  fally,  repulfed  him  with  .vig* 
our,  and  even  won  the  tower,  but  in  vain  attempt-^ 
ed  to  make  themfelves  tnaflers  of  the  caflle.  Af- 
ter this  fervice,  the  French  auxiliaries  who  had  e* 
minently  affifted  in  the  capture  of  Berwick,  being 
honourably  difiniffed,  left  Scotland^  and  returned 
to  France*. 

But, 
*  Pordiui.  XIV.  IP. 
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BtJT,  King  Edward  was  now  in  England  j  and^Ecr.  i. 
he  thought  the  progrrfs  of  the  Scots  too  formida-v^^^Xj 
ble^  not  to  be  immediately  checked  by  himfelf  in   ^-  ^* 
perfoo.    Ere  the  Scots  could  fufficiently  ftreagthen  Edward 
the  fortifications  of  the  town  of  Berwick^  he  ap-ag^niUl^ 
peared  before  its  walls.     Unable    to  naake  eflfec-s*^^^j 
tual  refiflance,  thofe  within  the  town  quickly  a» 
greed  to  a  capitulation,  by  which  they  were  allow*     - 
cd  to  depart  in  fafety  with  all  their  goods.     From 
Berwick,  Edward  advanced  to  R  oxburgh,  where 
he  received  Balliol's  furrender  of  all  his  rights  and 
pretenfions  to  the  fovereignty  of  Scotland.     Vain 
hopes  of  the  general  fubmifiion  of  the  Scottiih  ba- 
rons, detained  the  invader  for  fome  days  longer 
of  fruitlefs  delay  at  Roxburgh-    When  he  advan- 
ced onward  with  his  forces  into  £a(t  Lothian,  he 
found  the  country  wafted  before  him,  and  deftitute 
of  every  thing  that  could  ierve  for  fuftenance  to 
his  troops.     A  fleet  with  ftores  and  provifions  had 
coafted  ^ilong  by  fea^  in  attendance  uppn  his  army 
marching  on  land.     But,  a  ftorm  arifing,  fcattered 
and  wrecked  his  ihips.     His  army  began  to  fuffer 
all  the  miferies  of  famine :  The  Scots  prudently 
avoided  encountering  him  in  any  pitched  battle, 
yet  continually  harafled  his  troops  by  coming  up- 
on them  in  fldrmifhing,  flying  parties  :  Infuriated 
by  difappointment  and  perplexing  diftrefs,  he  com- 
manded to  raze  the  country  to  utter  defolation, 
without  fpiaring  even  thofe  edifices  which  were  fa- 

crcd 
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«icT.  I.   c«d  to  the  purpofes  of  n\ivtk>n :  And  after  this 

CUAP.  V.  ^        *^  " 


impotent  expreflion  of  his  rage,  was  compelled  to 
^•j^;  tura/his  march  backwards  to  England*  While  the 
EngUih  army  retreated.  Lord  Douglas  attacking 
fome  part  of  them  fuddenly  in  Ettrick-foreft,  made 
great  flaughter  among  tbefe  fpoilers,  and  turned 
their  retreat,  for  a  time,  into  ail  the  diforder  of 
fearful  flight.  One  of  Edward's  laft  ads  relative 
to  Scotland,  as  he  returned  from  this  invafion, 
was,  the  emiflion  of  a  proclamation  by  which  he 
declared  his  refolution  to  maintain,  inviolate,  all 
the  ancient  laws  and  ufages  of  that  kingdom  :  A 
declaration  by  which  he  might  hope  either  to  con* 
ciliate  the  good-will  of  that  part  of  the  Scottiih  na» 
tion  who  were  faithfully  attached  to  the  liberties  of 
their  country,  although  little  concerned  as  to  the 
pretentions  of  Bruce  or  of  Balliol ;  or  might  mean 
merely  to  fpothe  his  own  mortified  feelings,  and 
to  bide,  for  as  much  as  was  poffible,  the  difgrace 
>  of  his  arms  from  his  fubje£ts  in  Englan^^  ^^  ^^^ 
his  enemies  abroad* 

En  lifliaf.    Ei>wAaD's  attention  was  again  withdrawn  to 

fairton    the  more  glorious  field  which  France  prefented  for 

tineat.     his  ambitiou*    Again  defirous  to  leave  England 

quiet  at  its  northern  confine,  he  profeflfed  a  will- 

ingnefs  to  renew  the  interrupted  negothtions  for 

2  to 

*  Wioton.  Book  VIII  :^Fordu»,  ut  fupra ;  FederaVol,  y. 
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the  deliverance  of  the  Scottilh  monarch,  and  tlie^*<!T-  '• 

■  CtfAP    V 

derelidkm  of  all  the  claims  of  the  Engliih  Crowav.^^y^ 
to  tile  fupreme  aominion  over  Scotland.  A  ttticc  f  i^' 
li^as  concluded  :  And  the  negotiations  w^re  renew* 
ed.  Meana^hile,  the  En'glifh  were  purfuing  thehr 
tonquefts  in  France  with  heroic  vatoCtr^  with  grett 
nHiitary  fkill,  often  rafhly,  and  often  through  the 
moft  threatening  dangers;  Of  the  ScottiQi  warn* 
ours^  Lbrd  Dougbs  and  fome  otherg  impatient  of 
the  inaftivity  of  the  truce  which  for  a  time;  with- 
held them  from  military  enterprises  at  home; 
went  abroad  to  oppofe  the  Engliih  in  France^  and  . 
fought  in  the  battle  of  Poidiers,  with  an  unavail* 
ing  heroifm  which  could  not  prevent  the  triumph 
of  the  Engliih,  nor  the  rain  of  the  greateft  army 
with  wbich  the  French  monarchy  could  at  that 
time  oppofe  the  invaders:  It  was  after  this  battle 
that  the  Engliih  King  faw  himfelf  >mafter  at  once 
of  the  perfons  of  the  two  Kings  of  Scotland  and 
France.  The  negotiations  for  the  liberation  of  the 
Scottiih  tnonarch  ftill  proceeded,  and  at  lail  were 
happily  clofed ;  liotwithftanding  the  intervention 
of  feme  caftal  and  petty  hoflilities  on  the  part  of 
the  Scots,  which  were  overlooked,  or  but  ilij^htly 
rcft#ted  by  Edward.  It  might  have  been  expeded 
that  Edward  fceiftg  himfelf  now  triumphant  over 
all  hi^  enemies,  and  exalted  to  a  pitch  of  glory  a- 
hove  what  any  former  EngliQi  monarch  of  his  fa- 
mily, had  obtainedi  iliould  have  refumed  the  idea 
Vol.  III.  .   O  of 
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Chap.  V. 


A.  D. 

US7' 


of  conquering  Scotland,  and  fhould  have  attempted 
to  over-run  it  by  another  expedition.  But,  age 
and  the  viciffitudes  of  a  fortune  which  although 
often  profperous,  had  been  Kkewife  often  ad- 
verfe ;  feem  to  have  before  this  period  mellowed 
his  ambition.  His  knowledge  of  the  temper  of 
the  Scots,  made  him  hopelefs  of  fubduing  them  : 
Or  afFeftion  for  his  fifter,  and  the  afcendency 
which  he  had  acquired  over  the  mind  of  David, 
made  him  at  once  unwilling  to  ruin  the  fortunes 
of  his  brother-in-law,  and  hopeful  of  accomplifhing 
his  purpofes  by  gentler  and  more  politic  means. 
Liberation  The  negotiations  for  the  deliverance  of  David,  re- 
Bruce?  ftored  him  to  his  country,  in  the  month  of  Odobcr 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  flfty- 
feven.  But,  the  conditions  now  exafted  from  the 
Scots  were  more  fevere  than  thofe  which  had  been 
ftipulated  in  the  former  treaty.  A  ranfom  of  an 
hundred  thoufand  merks  was  required  for  the  li- 
beration of  their  King,  and  was  to  be  paid  in  in- 
ftalraents  of  ten  thoufand  merks  a  year.  Hoftages 
were  delivered  into  the' hands  of  the  EngHih  as  fc- 
curities  for  the  faithful  payment  of  the  ftipulated 
ranfom ;  and  the  Scottifli  Parliament  gave  their 
faridion  to  the  treaty  by  which  thofe  conditions 
were  mutually  agreed  to*. 

David 

*  Fordun.  XIV.  13  :— Winton,  Book  VIII :— Knyghtoa 
261 1,  &c  : — F«idera,  V.  46. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Book  IV.]      HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND,  107 

David  was  now  releafed  from  imprifonment.SECT.  1. 
But,  his  heart  was  aliena^ted  from  the  manners  and  ^^-v^o 
modes  of  life,  which  prevailed  in  his  native  land  :    f^'^^' 
His  fubje&s  now  little  accuftomed  to  fee  him  fight ^^^'^  f^- 
at  their  head,  as  his  father  had  done,  had  in  a  great  home  but 

-  r  1      f      •  t  r  1   •  ^**on  rcvi- 

mealure  transferred  tlieir  attachment  trom  Jiim  tOiVs£ng- 
Stewart  and  the  other  barons  by  whom  his  power **^^* 
was  adminiftered  in  his  abfence.  He  had  not  long 
lived  at  freedom  in  his  own  kingdom,  when. he 
fought  Edward's  permiflion  to  revifit  England ; 
and  fpent  again  in  the  pleafures  which  that  coun* 
try  afforded,  nearly  a  year,  which  might  have  been 
more  wifely  and  ufefuUy  employed  in  rcdrefling 
the  grievances  of  his  people,  and  re-cftablifhing  the 
authority  of  his  government*, 

Th£  Scots  began,  in  the  mean  time,  to  feel  thc-rhc  scot. 
ranfom  which  they  had  ftipulated  to  pay  for  the  li-^cncw^V^ 
berty  of  their  King,  as  if  it  had  been  the  weight  of  ^ar  with 
a  millftdne  tied  about  their  necks.  They  would  have 
refufed  the  payment  of  it,  and  would  have  indignant- 
ly violated  the  truce ;  but  their  hoftages  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  Engli/h.     Even  that  freedom  from 
being  farther  haraflfed  by  the  pretenfions  of  Balliol 
which  this  truce  feemed  at  lad  to  fecure  to  them, 
was  but  uncertain  and  fufpefted  ;  fince  they  began 
to  look  upon  David  Bruce  as  almofl  as  much  Eng- 

lifli 

♦  Focdera  VI.  39.  46  :  VI.  6S.  89. 
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secT.  I.    ii(h  in  his  heart,  as  the  BallioU  had  been.  .  There 

Chap.  V.  ^ 

was  a  party,  at  the  head  ofwhich  were  Stewart  and 
Douglas,  who  were  ftill  attached  to  the  interefts  of 
France,  in  preference  to  thofe  of  England,  and 
with  whom  a  great  jpajority  of  the  nation  were  in- 
clined to  take  part.     In  thofe  difficulties  therefore 
which  arofe  from  the  inability  of  the  Scots  to  make 
fpeedy  payment  of  the  ranfom  of  their  King  ;  they 
had  recourfe  to  the  friendfhip  of  France  for  aid. 
The  war  between  France  and  England,  was  ftill 
prolonged :  And  the  Scots  eagerly  offered  to  re- 
new on  their  part,  the  war  with  England,  if  the 
French  nation  woul^  firft  fupply  them  with  money 
for  the  payment  of  their  King-s  ranfom,  and  the 
recovery   of  their   hoft:\ges.      But,   the  Kipg  of 
France  was  himfelf  ftill  a  prifoner  in  England  ; 
and  his  fon,  the  Dauphin^  with  the  gobies  who 
aided  him  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  government, 
during  his  father's  unfortunate  abfence ;  made  an- 
fwcr  that  they  could  not,  at  this  feafon,  conveni- 
ently fupply  fo  large  a  fum  as  was  alked  ;  gent- 
ly blamed  their  ancient  Allies  for  negleding  to 
include  France  in  their  truce  with  England  ;  and 
contented  themfelves  with  encouraging  the  Scots 
by  general  promifes  of  fubfidy  and  aid   to   be 
granted  them,  as  circumftances  might  allow,  if 
they  would  break  through  all  their  engagements 
with  England.     Both  the  French  and  the  Scots, 
however,  were  cordially  inclined  to  embrace  the 

I  propofals 
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propofals  mutually  made  between  them^  fo  farstcT.i. 
as  their  refpeftive  interefts  would  permit.      Thcj, 


French  agreed  to  pay  fifty  thoufand  merks  fterling  ^^• 
for  the  difcharge  of  the  ranfom  of  David  Bruce  : 
The  Scots  accepting  this  fubfidy,  engaged  to  renew 
hoftilities  againft  England. — A'  peace  wai,  howe- 
ver, not  long  after  concluded  between  France  and . 
England,  by  the  conditions  of  which  the  French 
monarch  abandoned  all  alliance  with  the  Scots; 
while  the  Englifh  King,  in  return,  renounced  his 
connexions  with  the  inhabitants  of  Flanders*. 

Thes£  tranfa£Uons  ferved  to  indicate,  what  aweaknef« 
rancorous  fpirit  of  hoftility  againft  England,  fti^^^,Ho^'i!**y' 
reigned  among   the   Scots :    and  the  difpofition*'  ^o"«- 
which   the  Scots  had  fliewn  to  renew  the  war, 
might  perhaps  enable  the  French  to  procure  more 
favourable  conditions  of  peace  from  the  Englifii, 
than  would  otherwife  have  been  granted  them:  But 
no  infradion  of  the  truce  with  England  followed. 
David  Bruce  had  returned  from  his  vifit  of  fond 
recolleftion  to  the  land  of  his  late  captivity  j  and  • 
now  lived  as  a  fovereign  among  his  own  fubjefts  ; 
little  efteemed,  indeed,  or  beloved  by  them,  and 
withont  any  ardent  confidence  in  their  kindnefs  or 
loyalty.  An  incident  of  no  great  magnitude  occur- 
red to  fhew  the  power  and  barbarous  refentments  of 

■his 

*  Fordun.  XIV.  2i,«cc. 
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his  nobility,  and  to  convince  them,  that  a  King, 
powerful  by  the  mere  authority  of  his  royal  office, 
was  but  weak  before  thein.  Catherine  Mortimer 
a  favourite  miftrefs  of  David's,  whofe  amorous  at- 
tachments were  not  exclufively  confined  to  Jiis 
queen;  had  accompanied  him  from  England.  la 
Scotland  flie  continued  to  engrofs  his  afFeftions,. 
and  almoll  to  fliare  his  power.  By  the  nobles  of 
his  Court,  fhe  was  hated,  as  a  ftranger,  an  Eng- 
Jiili woman,  an  adulterous  ufurper  of  the  bed  of 
their  CHieen,  and  a  rival  who  intercepted  that  fa- 
vour with  the  monarch  which  fome  of  his .  courti- 
ers might  have  hoped  to  enjoy.  Her  murther  viras 
trcacheroufly  refolved  upon..  While  the  King  was 
abfent  from  the  place  of  her  refidence,  two  ruffians 
were  fent  to  her,  as  from  him,  and  as  they  pre- 
tended, of  purpofe  to  conduft  her  to  him.  She 
believed  their  meflage,  and  committed  herfelf  to 
their  guidance.  On  the  dreary,  folitary  way  be- 
tween Melrofe  and  Soltra,  they  perpetrated  the 
murther  which  they  had  undertaken,  and  left  her 
a  lifelefs  corpfc.  David,  foon  informed  of  the 
murther  of  his  beloved  miflrcfs,  honourably  inter- 
red her  body  in  the  chapel  of  the  monaflery  of 
Ncw^-Battlc.  Stewart  earl  of  Angus,  fufpeded  as 
having  contrived  the  murther,  and  hired  the  affaf- 
fms,  was  imprifoned  in  the  caflle  of  Dunbartcn, 
where  he,  not  long  after,  died  of  the  plague*. 

The 

*  Fordup.  XIV.  24:— iSf^/j  Chronica^  apud  Lcland,  J.  978. 
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The  plague  now  again  breaking  out  in  Stot- ^,=cis  i. 
hnd,  after  fo  many  calamities  of  war^  famine,  and ; 
a  former  peftilence ;  cut  off  no  fewer  than  a  third 
part  of  the  furviving  inhabitants,  and  among  thefe, 
many  pcrfons  of  rank.  Fleeing  its  fury,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  providing  for  the  careful  diltribution  of 
juftice  throughout  the  kingdom,  Dayid  Bruce  with 
the  nobles  attending  in  his  Court,  retired  to  the 
northern  counties  of  Scotland.  By  feme  aft  of  re- 
bellion,  perhaps  by  correfpondence  with  his  fove- 
reign's  enemies,  perhaps  by  fome  fiidden  fally  of 
paffionate  outrage  againft  the  royal  authority,  the 
earl  of  Marre  having  provoked  the  King*s  wrath, 
was  bcfieged  in  his  caftle  of  Kildrummy,  made  pri- 
foner,  and  fent  in  exile  out  of  the  kingdom.  It  was 
not  long  after  thefe  incidents,  that  David  received 
from  England  the  news  of  tne  death  of  Jajie,  hisj^^^^^^^j 
Queen,  who  had  fome  time  before,  retired  thither,  Q'-^''^^ 

^^  .  Jane. 

probablr  in  difcontent  with  her  hufband,  and  had 
remained  with  her  brother  and  other  relations,  till 
the  term  of  her  life,  was  now  over.  She  brought 
David  no  children ;  but  flie  appears  to  have  been 
to  him  a  dutiful  and  faithful  wife.  She  became  the 
play-mate  even  of  his  infancy :  Of  all  his  calamities 
flie  was  the  companion.  Her  barrennefs,  however, 
perhaps  the  homelinefs  of  her  form,  or  her  beauty 
withered  or  grown  familiar  to  him,  might  contri- 
bute to  eftrange  him  from  her  bed  :  And  it  is  not 
likely  that  fhe  would  with  patience  endure  thofe 

iniidelities- 
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Sect.  t.    infidelities  of  gallantry  to  which  David's  tempera- 
^,«#p-v-^o  ment  and  charafler  appear  to  have  inclined  him^* 

A.  D. 

136*. 
David  en-      David,  childlcfs,  and  perhaps  hopelefs  now  of 

to  alter     having  children ;  jealous  of  his  potent  nephew, 

fion  "o^thc  Robert  Stewart ;  and  perhaps  bound  by  fonie  fe- 

crown.     ^^gj  engageraejits  in  which  he  might  have  been  at 

one  time  or  another,  entangled  by  the  politic  Ed- 

ward ;  •  propofed  to  his  nobles  in  a  Parliament, 

which  was  affembled  at  Scone,  not  long  after  the 

death  of  his  Queen  ;  that,  in  the  event  of  his  own 

deceafe  without  iflue ;  they  fhould  chufe  for  his 

fucceffor,  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  or  at  left  another 

of  the  fons  of  Edward  tlie  Third*     As  a  powerful 

inducement  to  perfuade  them  to  agree  to  this  def- 

tination  of  the  Crown,  he  reprefented  that  Edward 

would,  in  this  cafe,  renounce  all  his  pretenfions  to 

the  fovereignty  of  Scotland,  that  Clarence  would 

be  able  to  affert  the  independency  of  the  nation, 

and  that  happy  peace  and  profperity  would  be  chc 

neceflary  refulis  of  fo  wife  a  meafuref . 

Such  a  propofition  was  heard  with  fcorn  and 
rage.  Robert  Stewart  had  been  formerly  acknow- 
ledged to  be,  after  David  Bruce  and  his  defceh- 
dents,  the  next  heir  to  the  Crown.     His  family, 

hwr 

♦  Walfingham,  1 79,  &c. 
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his  friends,  his  vaffals  were  numerous  and  power-  s«ct.  i. 
fuL     Strong  alfo  was  that  inveterate  and  rancorous  wv-^^ 
hoftility  of  fenfiment  which  fuch  long  wars  had    f^^^ 
naturally  generated  in  the  minds  of  the  Scots,  a-  oppofi- 
gainft  the  Englifh.     The  Scotiifli  barons  in  general  stewart 
abhorred  every  idea  of  fubmitting  to  the  govern- p^^tyw 
ment  of  an  Englifli  prince.    They  appealed  to  thofe  q£*V?^^^^ 
acis  of  the  Parliaments  of  Robert  Bruce,  by  which  Brwcc. 
the  order  of  the  fucceffion,  had  been  finally  fettled: 
They  vowed  that  no  Englifliman  fliould  ever  reign 
over  them  :  They  declared  their  refpeft  for  the  a- 
bilities  and  virtues  of  Stewart  and  his  fons,  as  not 
unworthy  of  a  throne.     Not  content  with  obliging 
David  to  defift  from  his  purpofe,  and  ftill  fearful 
of  what  the  King  fupported  by  the  ftrength  of 
England,  might  accompliih  againd  their  national 
liberties ;    they  entered  into  aflbciations   for   the 
fupport  of  Stewart's  riglits,  and  for  the  mainte- 
nance and  mutual  proteftion  of  one  another  in  the 
meafures  which   they   had    concerted.      Stewart 
particularly,  aflbciated  himfelf  by  formal  deeds,  for 
this  purpofe,  with  the  earls  of  March  and  Douglas, 
and  even  with  his  own  fons.     Thus   combined, 
they  were  ready  to  fet  their  King  at  defiance,  how- 
ever he  might  be  aided  by  the  power  of  England* 
They  took  up  that  lofty  language  in  wfiich  the  ba- 
rons of  thofe  days  were  often  accuftomed  to  talk 
to  their  fovereigns ;  and  fpoke  of  forcing  David 
Bruce  publicly  tr>  difclaim  the  illegal  propofition 
Vol.  hi.  P  which 
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SicT.  I.    vhich  he  had  made,  or  even  of  drivmc:  him  from 

CUAP.  V.  ,  . 

his  dominions.  From  afibciation,  from  threats, 
they  proceeded  to  take  np  arms,  feized  the  perfons 
whom  they  fuppofed  friendly  to  the  King^s  defigns, 
plundered  tht^ir  eftates,  and  divided  the  fpoils^  as 
if  they  had  been  taken  from  a  foreign  enemy*. 

But,  David  had  not  yet  fo  entirely  forfeited  the 
David  re-  aSedtion  and  allegiance  of  all  his  fubjeds,  as  to  be 
rcbcufoii  altogether  deferted  by  them,  amidft  his  prefent  dif- 
phew."*^  ficulties.  The  wealth  and  the  influence  of  Eng- 
land, were  ready  to  be  employed  for  his  fupport, 
and  for  the  accompliflimerit  of  thofe  meafures  of 
policy  in  which  he  had  engaged.  Although  his 
premature  acceffion  to  the  throne,  and  his  eftrange- 
ment  by  exile  and  captivity,  from  the  manners  of 
his  native  country,  had  hitherto  prevented  him 
from  diftinguifhing  himfelf  as  a  monarch  great  in 
the  arts  of  either  war  or  peace,  and  had  perhaps 
given  his  charaftei^  a  bias  to  indolence  a^d  other 
habits,  ineonfiftent  with  exalted  ability  as  a  warri- 
our  or  a  ftatefman  j  yet,  was  he  not  deftitute  of 
perfonal  courage,  nor  incapable  of  being  roufed  to 
vigorous  exertion  upon  extraordinary  emergencies. 
To  oppofe  Stewart  and  the  rebellious  barons,  he  now 
fummoned  all  thofe  of  his  fubje£ts  who  fUll  remain- 
ed fledfaft  in  their  loyalty.  They  haftened,  eager,  to 

I  protefl: 

*  Fordun.  L.  XIV.  C.  25,  26,  27  :— J.  Major.  L.  V.  C. 
23  : — H.  fioeth.  L.  XV.  fub  fine,  Fo.  340  >-» Buchanan.  L. 
IKi'^Winton.  B.  VIII  :~Lefl.  Res  Ge&^,  L.  VII.  p.  2^^ 
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proteft  their  King,  The  money  of  England  was  nots«cT.  i. 
withheld ;  and  was  largely  expended  by  David  in 
the  railing,  equipment,  and  fupport  of  his  troops. 
Within  a  very  fliort  time,  the  King  faw  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  an  army  fo  ftrong  and  fo  faithfully  loy- 
al, that  Stewart  and  his  adherents  durll  not  meet 
him  in  the  field.  Difappointed  in  their  hope  per- 
haps of  reducing  their  King  to  their  own  terms, 
without  the  neceifity  of  ftriking  9  blow  in  dired 
.war  againft  him ;  and  aftonifhed  to  fee  fo  great  a 
majority  of  the  nation  averfe  from  their  bold  coun- 
fels ;  the  itifurgents  began  to  be  divided  among 
themfclves,  to  waver  in  their  purpofe,  to  hefxtate 
between  defperate  daring  and  timid  fubmiflion. 
Their  numbers  melted  away  ;  their  union  was  dif- 
iblved ;  they  at  lafl  fought,  all,  their  fafety  in  the 
mercy  of  their  oSended  fovereign.  David  had  fafr 
ficient  wifdom  to  dijcern,  that  the  part  of  mercy 
was  the  mofl  prudent  which  he  could  in  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  aft.  If  drivea  to  defpair,  the  infur- 
gents  might  yet  become  more  formidable  than 
they  now  were.  Nor  could  it  be,  in  any  cafe,  for 
his  intereft  to  profecute  a  civil  war  which  might 
lay  both  himfelf  and  bis  opponents  at  the  mercy 
of  the  Englifli.  Stewart  and  his  accomplices  ob- 
tained their  pardon,  on  condition  of  renewing  their 
oaths  of  allegiance,  renouncing  that  aflTociation  in- 
confiftent  with  their  duty  to  their  fovereign,  in 
l^tiich  they  had  combined,  and  vowing  never  more 
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s^cT.  L  to  enter  into  any  fimilar  confederacies.  Againft 
Stewart  himfelf,  it  was  with  his  own  confent  de« 
nounced,  that,  if  he  fhould  afterwards  rife  in  any 
fuch  rebellion,  he  fliould  by  that  ad  forfeit  all 
his  rights  to  the  fucceffion  to .  the  Crown,  fliould 
forfeit  even  his  private  eftates  arid  all  the  inheri- 
tance of  his  family,  fliould  be  branded  with  indeli- 
ble infamy,  as  a  falfe  and  perjured  traitor.  And 
fuch  was  the  end  of  a  rifing  rebellion  which  had 
almoft  threatened  to  hurl  David  from  his  throne^. 

^'fili^En'  Scotland  was  no  longer  dear  to  David's  heart, 
land.  Here  he  had  around  him  none  but  turbulent  ba- 
rons, whom,  although  neither  gratitude  nor  policy 
would  permit  him  to  cut  them ,  off,  yet  he  could 
not  love,  becaufe  he  could  not  retain  them  within 
the  bounds  of  a  fubjeft's  duty.  In  England,  he 
had  fpent  in  captivity  thofe  years  of  his  opening 
manhood  in  which  are  ufually  formed  habits 
whether  of  aftivity  or  of  enjoyment,  which  are  ne- 
ver to  be  fhaken  off,  during  future  life.  Although 
a  captive,  he  had  betn  treated  with  no  harfhnefs, ' 
except  that  alone  which  he  could  not  but  feel  in 
reftraint  from  returning  home  at  pleafure.  In  his 
prefent  fituation,  opprtffed  by  the  cares  of  aftual 
royalty,  and  fick  of  the  paflions  and  difgufts  which 
he  had  continually  to  encounter  among  the  fierce 
and  reftlefs  nobles  of  hi&  Court ;  he  often  longed 

f  Fordun.  L.  XIV.  C.  25,  26,  27,  &c. 
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for  that  quiet  and  indolent  luxury  which  he  had^'CT.  i. 
enjoyed,  while  a  captive.  Soon  after  humbling  s 
his  afpiring  nephew,  and  bringing  him  back  to  his 
duty,  David  repaired  to  England,  and  was  gladly 
afid  honourably  received  at  the  Court  of  Edward. 
The  kindnefs  of  the  reception  he  met,  and  his  own 
averfion  to  his  nephew  Stewart,  foon  difpofed  him 
to  enter  intQ  new  and  fecret  negotiations  with  the 
Englifli  monarch  ;  negotiations  altogether  unwor^ 
thy  of  the  fon  of  Robert  Bruce,  of  a  King*of  Scotr 
land,  even  of  a  man  who  had  once  aflforded  fo 
much  better  hopes  of  his  character,  as  David  ba4 
done** 

Op  thefe  negociatlons  the  main  purport  was, secret  ne« 
that,  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  the  King  of  the^ft^'j^. 
Scots  without  male  iffue  ;  the  King  then  reigning **"**• 
in  England,  fliould  fucceed  on  the  Scottifli  throne; 
that  if  the  Scottifli  nation  would  agree  to  this  pri- 
mary condition,  then  would  the  King  of  England, 
without  delay,  deliver  up  to  the  Scots  all  towns, 
territories,  and  caftles,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Roxburgh, 
Jedburgh,  and  Lochmaben,  which,  although  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  £ng)iih,  properly  belonged  to 
the  dominions  of  the  Scottifli  crown  ;  that  the  re- 
mainder of  the  ranfom  due  for  the  Scottifli  King 
fliould,  upon  the  fame  fundamental  condition,  be 

^  held 

*  Fcedcra  VI.  426,  427. 
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Sect.  I.  held  to  bc  difchargcd  without  the  exaftion  of  far- 
ther payment,  the  hoftages  fet  at  liberty,  and  the 
written  obligations  cancelled ;  that  the  King  of 
England  fliould,  without  difturbing  the  Scottifli 
barons  in  the  poffeffion  of  their  prefent  eftates, 
make  fatisfadion,  himfclf,  out  of  his  own  lands  and 
treafures,  to  all  fuch  of  his  fubjeds  and  adherents, 
as  had  claims  to  eftates  in  Scotland,  which  the 
Brucian  party  refufcd  to  admit,— ^to  the  earl  of 
Athole,  the  Lords  Beaumont,  Piercy,  Ferrars,  and 
others  ;  that  the  King  of  Scotland  himfelf  fhould 
alfo  be  put  in  immediate  poifeiQon  of  almoft  all  the 
lands  which  his  anceftors.  Kings  of  Scotland,  had 
held  in  England,  and  fhould  perform  for  them  the 
homage  which  thofe  anceftors  had  performed ; 
that,  fucceeding  to  the  immediate  fovereignty  of 
Scotland,  the  Kings  of  England  (hould  flill  govern 
the  new  dominions  as  a  diftind  kingdom,  indepen* 
dent  of  England,  and  fhould  afTume  the  denomina- 
tion oi  Kings  of  ScQtland  and  England  ;  that  all  the 
ancient  laws  of  Scotland,  the  conditution  and  li- 
berties of  its  church  and  ftate,  its  magiflracies,  ci- 
vil and  military  dignities,  and  forms  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  fhould,  in  this  cafe,  be  (till  religioufly  main- 
tained, inviolate,  as  they  cxifted  under  its  ancient 
Kings ;  that  no  grants  which  might  have  been  made 
by  David  or  any  of  his  fucceflTors,  fhould  be  revok- 
^  by  any  Englifh  king  fucceeding  to  him  in  the 
govjprnment  pf  Scotland }  that  Scots  alone  fhould 
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be  always  employed  in  the  offices  of  the  Scottiih  Swt.  i. 
government;  that  the  dominions  of  Scotland  fhould  < 


never  be  alienated  by  any  Englifli  monarch  j  that  ^- ^ 
the  interefts  of  merchants^  barons,  and  ecclefiaftics 
belonging  to  Scotland,  ihould  be  as  facredly  guard- 
ed from  oppreffion  or  rapacious  violation,  as  if  no 
coalition  with  England  had  taken  place ;  finally, 
that  the  advice  of  the  Englifli  King's  council,  and 
the  confent  of  the  Scottiflt  nation,  fhould  be  requir-i 
ed  in  order  to  the  final  ratification  of  this  treaty^* 

This  was  the  refult  of  the  negotiations  ^hichR^fl^.^!. 
were^  at  this  time,  fecretly  carried  on  between  the®"'®'?  ^^ 

'  ,  ncgotUH 

King  of  Scotland  and  the  Englifli  monarch,  while  tioa. 
the  former  was,  for  a  time,  voluntarily  refident  at 
the  latter's  Court.  It  was  but  the  fcheme  of  a  pro- 
jected treaty,  which  circumftances  rendered  it  then 
neceflary  to  keep  profoundly  fecret,  and  which  wag 
never  to  be  finally  ratified,  or  carried  into  execu* 
tion.  For  Edward,  fully  aware  of  all  the  advan* 
tages  which  England  would  derive  from  an  union 
with  Scotland,  it  was  natural  (till  to  purfue  that 
fevourke  plan  of  policy  whicb  his  forefathers  and 
he  himfelf  had  fo  long  fondly  cheriflied,  and  which, 
although  for  ever  baffled  in  all  their  attempts  to 
iccomplifli  it,  the  Kings  of  England  could  not, 
however,  be  perfuaded  to  relinquifln  And  whe- 
ther it  were  weaknefs,  timidity,  or  refentment  that 

*  Foedcra  VI.  426,  4^7. 
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Sect.  1.  led  David  to  engage  in  fuch  a  negotiation  ;  per- 
\>i->no  haps  in  the  circumftances  in  which  he  and  the  na« 
^^'  tion  over  which  he  reigned,  then  flood,  no  other 
conduct  could  have  been  in  its  ^ffefts  equally  be* 
neficial  to  them.  It  was  neceffary  to  temporize 
with  Edwafd  now  at  the  height  of  his  power,  in 
order  to  prevent  him  from  etobroiling  the  affairs  of 
Scotland  by  intrigues  with  fubjefts,  and  from  again: 
letting  loofe  upon  it,  all  the  furies  of  invafion  and 
y^zr.  Childlefs  as  David  was,  and  befet  by  the  po-i 
tent  family  of  the  Stewarts  eagerly  grafping  at  the 
fucceflion  to  the  Crown ;  it  became  neceffary  for 
him  to  conciliate  to  himfelf  the  favour  of  the  Eng* 
lifti  faftion,  and  the  friendlhip  of  England,  in  or- 
der to  his  protefkion  and  fupport  againft  the  tur- 
bulence of  a  great  party  of  his  own,  and  the  ambi- 
tion of  ^he  members  of  his  own  Hotife.  The  .ablefi: 
policy  could  not  well  have  fuggefted  different  mea- 
fures  in  the  fame  circumftances  :  Yet,  it  might  be 
narrownefs,  not  enlargement  and  perfpicacity  of 
inind,  that  guided  David. — ^Whatever  the  feeming 
utilities  of  the  policy  by  which  he  was  engaged  in 
thofe  negotiations ;  rt  was,  however,  undeniably 
an  aft  of  treafon  againft  the  Scottifh  nation,  be- 
caufe  its  tendency  was  to  overthrow  the  fundameh=- 
tal  principles  of  the  ConftitutioA  of  their  State- 
Hardly  could  the  King  and  Parliament  ading  in 
unanimous  concert,  have  been  jiiftified  in  facrific-i 
ing  that  national  independence  for  which  their 

fathers. 
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fathers  had  fo  long  fought  and  bled.  A  negotia-^^Y;  v 
tion  by  the  King  alone  for  the  purpofe  of  furren-  u*^-v^o 
dering  this  independence,  was  an  aS  by  which  he  f^^^' 
might  havtf  been  juftly  accounted  to  have  forfeited 
his  Crown,  if  the  negotiation  had  become  public. 
Was  it  not  eafy  to  fee,'  that  after  availing  them- 
felves  of  any  apparently  extravagant  conceflions 
which  they  might  be  perfuaded  to  grant,  as  a  bait, 
a  net,  to  bring  the  Scots  within  their  power,  and 
to  fix  them  in  fervitude;  the  Englifli  monarchs 
would  foon  find  pretences  for  violating  their  cngage- 
ments,  and  for  retracing  whatever  fliould  appear 
to  have  been  too  prodigally  yielded  to  their  ancient 
foes  ?  Fortunately  for  David,  thefe  negotiations 
were  never  revealed  to  his  fubjefts  in  Scotland ; 
and  therefore  ferved  to  affure  him  of  the  favour 
and  fupport  of  Edward,  but  without  irritating  a- 
new  againft  him  the  Stewarts  and  the  other  Scot- 
tilh  barons. 

After  his  return- to  Scotland,  the  fecret  treaty ^*^'d 
with  England,  was  neceflarily  abandoned  as  being  Margaret 
impollible  to  be  carried  into  execution.  David  yet    **^* 
flattering  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  offspring,  was 
then  induced  to  take  in  marriage,  Margaret  Logie, 
a  young  woman  of  Angular  beauty,  the  daughter 
of  a  knight  named  John  Logie-     But,  the  party  of 
the  Stewarts  being  adverfe  to  thi»Ynarriage,  had  ill 
oflices  done  to  them  by  the  new  Queen,  in  confe- 

VoL.  III.  C^  quence 
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c*"*  V  ^"^'^^^  ^^  which  they  were  incited  to  employ  fome 
i^nr%«;  difcreditable  artifices  for  the  purpofe  of  producing 
^25?'  a  variance,  to  divide  her  from  the  King.  Their 
artifices  fucceeded.  She  had.  not  been  above  a 
year  the  wife  of  David,  when  fiich  diffenfion  began 
to  arife  between  the  royal  pair,  as  threatened  a 
diffolution  of  their  mutual  union.  Yet,  they  con- 
tinued to  live  on  together  for  fome  years,  till,  at 
laft  David  applied  to  his  clergy  for  a  divorce  from 
this  wife  of  his  choice.  The  marriage  had  brought 
no  children,  to  difappoint  the  expeftation  of  the 
Stewarts,  and  inherit  the  Crown.  It  is  therefore, 
probable,  that  in  a  country  where  at  this  time, 
ftate-necefEty  was  held  to  be  the  fupreme  law,  lit- 
tle lefs  in  ecclefiaftical  than  in  civil  affairs  ;  the  di- 
vorce which  David  fought,  might  have  been  ob- 
tained from  his  clergy.  But,  Margaret  carried  her 
caufe  Jby  appeal  before  the  Papal  Court  of  Avignon. 
The  Pope  appears  to  have  declared  in  her  favour : 
But  the  determination  of  the  affair  was  protrafted, 
till  the  death  of  David  anticipated  its  judicial  iffue. 
The  rupture,  however,  and  the  profecution  for  the 
divorce,  fufficiently  anfwered  the  purpofes  pf  the 
Stewarts.     Robert  and  his  three  fons  were  upon 

her 
♦  Fordan.  XIV.  28  i-^Sada  Chrgm^a,  apud  Leknd,  I.  579  : 
— Foedera  VI : — ^Margaret,  while  abroad,  had  contraiftcd  con- 
fidcrablc  debts  2  And  there  exifts  in — Foedcra  VI.  727. — jl 
bond  or  obligation  in  >;phich  (he  ackno^'ledges  a  debt  of  dif- 
ferent fnms»  to  certain  citizens  of  London,  and  pledges  al) 
her  lands  and  goods,  for  the  payment  cf  it. 
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her  difsrace  releafed  from  the  confinement  intoS'CT.i. 

•  Chap  V 

which  they  had  been,  fome  time  before  thrown  atu.*^^ 
her  inftigation*.  ,^^^^^ 

/ 

In  the  mean  time,  no  new  wars  had  broken  outparther 
between  the  Scots  and  the  Englifli.  The  French/J*^[*^:,,, 
whofe  affairs  were  no\  longer  in  a  flourifhing  con-^s**°**^ 
dition,  could  not  offer  to  the  Scots  any  rewards  for 
the  violation  of  their  truce  with  England,  which 
might  be  adequate  to  compensate  the  evils  which 
renewed  war  would  bring  upon  their  country. 
David  had  ever  fmce  his  captivity,  been  at 
heart  more  friendly  to  the  Englifli  than  to  the 
French.  His  ranfom  was,  as  yet,  far  from  being 
entirely  paid ;  and  theholtages  which  had  been 
delivered  in  pledge  for  it?  payment,  remained  ftill 
in  the  hands  of  the  Engli(h.  David  himfelf  with 
his  confort,  once  more  vifited  England  during  this 
period.  When  the  negotiations  for  the  entail 
of  the  fucceffion  to  the  Scottifli  Crown  upon  the 
Kings  of  England,  had  failed ;  the  regular  payment 
of  the  different  inftalments  of  David*s  ranfom,  was 
then  more  preffmgly  demanded.  New  conditions 
of  future  payment  were  then  fettled  j  and  the  truce 
was  renewed  and  prolonged. 


In  the  interior  government  of  his  kingdom,  Da-Dayid't 

fovern- 
ment  in 
he  lattei 
eari  6f 


vid  feems  to  have  been  about  this  time  tolerably  S*7nY?n 
happy.     The  great  barons,  indeed,  even  in  the  in-^^^^'**'^' 
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sbct.  l  '  terior  parts,  ftill  poffeffed  and  ezercifed  a  powerful 
and  often  uncontroulable  jurifdidtion  :  On  the 
Engliih  marches,  and  towards  the  veftern  and 
northern  extremities  of  the  country,  all  was  too 
often  lawlefs  diforder,  or  licentious  yet  tyrannical 
mifrule :  But,  the  diforder  was  perhaps  lefs  than 
had  exifted  at  any  former  time  (ince  the  death  of 
Alexander  the  Third.  His  Parliaments  frequent- 
ly aiTembled  at  his  fummons ;  and  new  laws  were 
from  time  to  time  enabled,  to  meet  the  rifing  exi- 
gencies of  private  and  public  affairs.  During  thefe 
laft  years  of  his  reign,  the  nation  enjoyed  a  free- 
dom from  warfare,  which  was  highly  neceifary  to 
recruit  its  wafted  ftrength,  after  fo  many  and  fuch 
long-continued  wars,  and  thefe  occafionally  accom- 
panied with  famine,  peftilen(;e,  and  all  the  mod 
terrible  of  thofe  evils  with  which  the  wrath  of 
heaven  at  times  chaftifes  erring  mankind*. 

Death  and  David  at  laft  died,  in  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh, 
•f  David^  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  February,  hi  the  year 
one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ferenty-one,  in 
the  forty.feventh  year  of  his  age,  the  forty-fecond 
of  his  reign.  He  cannot  be  accounted  to  have  been 
•a  great  prince.  But,  the  defefts  of  his  charafter, 
and  the  errours  of  his  reign,  are  eafily  to  be  traced 
to  the  unhappy  circumftances  in  which  he  was 
compelled  to  fpend  his  youth,  and  even  the  prime 

of 
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of  hw  maturcr  years.  Born  to  riyalty,  he  was^^r.  r. 
taught  from  his  childhood  to  confider  himfelf  as ; 
being,  independently  of  any  great  exertions  on  his 
own  part,  the  darling  and  pride  of  the  Scottifh  na- 
tion, whom  the  companions  and  admirers  of  his  fa- 
ther's heroifm  would  fupport  upon  the  throne,  what- 
ever the  demerits  of  his  own  character,  however 
perilous  and  trying  the  circumftanc^  of  the  times. 
By  the  early  death  of  his  iUuftrious  father,  he  was  . 
left  to  be  from  infancy  in  the  hands,  and  under  the 
tuition — of  men,  who  were  intercfted  rather  to  make 
him  their  property  which  they  might  employ  to 
their  private  advantage,  than  to  give  him  fnch  an 
education  as  fiiould  form  him  to  true  manlinefs  ami 
vigour  df  chlrafter.  In  France  he  probably  re- 
ceived the  fame  mtKtary  inftitution  in  which  the  * 
young  French  nobles  of  that  age,  were  ufualfy 
trained  :  But,  it  was  in  the  fccurity  of  peace,  ^  a- 
mid  the  luxuries  which  furround  royalty,  with  the 
perfuafion  continually  imprefied  upon  his  mind, 
that  his  fubjefts  would  recall  him  to  the  govern- 
ment of  his  kingdom,  after  they  fhould  have  deli- 
vered it  from  his  enemies,  without  being  aided  by 
any  perfonal  exertions  of  his  own :  Nor  was  this 
an  age  in  which  any  Important  education  could  be  . 
obtained  otherWife  than  by  an  early  initiation  into 
the  adtual  praftice  of  affairs ;  for  the  arts  of  in- 
ftitution  and  difcipline  were  flill  fo  imperfeftly 
known,  and  fo   negligently  exercifcd,   that    the 

young 
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?^«T'  ^  young  prince  or  noble  who  was  not  even  in  his 
boyiih  years,  led  out  upon  the  enterprizes  of  war, 
could  fcarcely  ever  be  other  than  meanly  clowmfli^ 
and  grofsly  profligate^  Yet,  at  his  return  to  Scot- 
land, David  difplayed  a  military  fpirit  which  want, 
ed  nothing  but  experience  in  that  peculiar  warfare 
which  was  exercifed  between  the  Scots  and  the 
Englifli,  to  have  merited  all  the  praife  of  his  fa- 
ther's talents  for  war.  In  his  civil  adminiftration, 
he  uifcovered,  at  the  fame  period,  nothing  of  weak- 
nefs  or  imprudence  but  what  may  be  reafonably 
attributed  to  his  ignorance  of  the  ilate  of  parties, 
and  to  his  inexperience  in  a£live  government.  It 
was  his  captivity  that  proved  fatal  to  the  expanfion, 
the  cultivation,  and  the  full  growth  of  thofe  abili- 
ties for  war  and  civil  government,  which  might  6- 
tfaerwife  have  perhaps  fignalized  his  reign*  After 
feeling  bitterly  for  fome  time  at  firft,  the  ignominy 
and  the  fatal  difadvantages  attending  his  con^ne- 
ment ;  he  then  mofl  probably  turned  himfelf  to  the 
folace  of  fttch  pleafures  as  his  fituation  could  afford, 
and  forgot  the  captive-monarch  and  the  unfortu- 
nate warriour,  in  the  enjoyments  of  love  and  wine. 
The  artifices  of  Englifh  policy,  and  the  jealoufies 
.with  which  he  was  taught  to  regard  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  his  nephew  and  other  barons  in  Scotland ; 
tended  to  warp  his  underftanding,  and  to  four  his 
temper,  to  impair  at  once  his  redicude  and  his 
wifdom*    That  period  of  his  life  which  he  paffed 

in 
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in  captivity,  was  the  period  in  which  are  ufuallySscT.i. 
formed  and  confirmed,  thofe  habits  of  life,  andu^v^ 
that  part  of  thinking  which  are  not  to  be  fhaken  ^'  f ' 
oif,  but  with  the  lofs  of  life  itfelf.  After  his  return, 
he  could  no  longer  afpire  to  equal  the  glory  of  his 
father's  atchievements,  or  completely  to  reftore  the 
honours  of  his  own  reign.  In  the  latter  years  of 
his  life,  he  feems  to  have  approved  himfelf  to  be  a 
good  eafy  man ;  habitually  indolent,  and  therej^re 
fubmitting  to  be  guided  by  others  ;  yet  not  inca- 
pable of  roufing  himfelf  to  meet  the  difficulties  of 
any  extraordinary  emergency,  with  vigour  and  wif- 
dom  in  his  defigns,  as  with  adivity  in  his  enter- 
piizes  ;  having  his  foul  perverted  from  that  high 
and  generous  patriotifm,  which  had  been  the  rul- 
ing paflion  in  his  father's  character ;  yet  not  fo  as 
to  tyrannize  over  his  fubjefts,  or  to  feck  the  direft 
ruin  of  his  country.  But,  his  mind  was,  at  no  pe- 
riod in  his  life,  capable  of  thofe  grand  and  compre- 
henfive  views  which  embrace  a  vafl  fyflem  of  po- 
licy, conned  every  purpofe  and  event  with  its  pro- 
fecution,  and  forego  all  other  paffions  and  interefts 
for  the  fake  of  accoinplifhing  it. 


GliAF« 
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Chapter  VI. 

Robert  the  Second* 

From  the  Accejfion  io  the  death  of  Robert  the  Second. 

/ 

^^'^'  \r.   1  o  David  Bruce,  fuceeeded  his  nephew  Robert 

C«AP.  vi.  '  ^ 

Stewart,  the  fon  of  Walter  Stewart  and  Marjory 


^*.^;   Bruce ;  to  whom,  next  after  David  and  his  off. 
Spring,  the  regal  fucceflion  had  been  fecured  by  the 
fettlements  anxioufly  framed  in  the  latter  Parlia- 
ments of  the  reign  of  Robert  Bruce.     Mature  in 
years,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  ftrufture  and 
the  adminiftratioii  of  the  Scottifh  government ;  Ro- 
bert Stewart  might  naturally  be  expeded  to  rule 
the  kingdom  which  he  thus  inherited,  with  wifer 
policy  and  higher  authority  than  had  ever  been  ex^ 
ercifed  by  his  ill-fortuned  uncle.    Many  circum- 
ftances  concurred  to  augur  profperity  to  his  reign. 
^Tli^    Balliol  had  relinquilhed  all  his  pretenfions  to  the 
ciominre-fovereignty  of  Scotland  j  even  the  Englifli  had,  for 
forcigL^    a  time,  at  left,  abandoned  the  idea  of  fubjiigating 
c^nnc^   the  Scots  by  force  of  arms ;  the  exiles  whofe  claims, 
ions.        and  whofe  indignant  vengeance  had  been  the  four- 
ces  of  all  the  calamities  which  afflifted  their  coun- 
try during  the  reign  of  David  Bruce,  had  either 
perifhed  in  the  viTir,  or  had  ceafed  to  urge  their 
2  pretenfions, 
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pretenfions,  or  having  joined  the  adherents  to!  tbp^*^^\:, 
caufe  which  they  once  oppofed,  had  tt^eir  claims  al-v 


lowed,  and  their  refentments  now  foothed,  Robert  ^*  V' 
va3  the  father  of  a  numerous  family  of  fons,  fo 
that  the  naiioui  when  they  fav  his  houfe  upon  the 
throne,  could  fear  no  fudden  evils  from  a  failure 
of  the  royal  line,  and  a  contefted  fuccjsifion  to  the 
Crown.  There  was  Qow  no  rival  family,  which 
might  difpute  the  rights  of  Stewart  and  his  fons^ 
aod  drive  to  difturb  their  reigns  by  adverfp  pretcn-  , 
fions.  Edward  the  Third  of  England  w|ts  now  old^ 
and  far  lefs  fanguine  and  ardent  than  he  had  beeq 
in  his  earlier  years,  in  his  projeds  of  conqueft  and 
ambition :  his  heroic  fon,  the  Black  prince,  was 
PC  more }  and  his  grandfon  the  heir-apparent  to 
his  Crown,  was  but  a  boy  who,  whenfoever  he  might 
fucceed  his  grandfather,  muft  long  be  immature  for 
the. wife  and  vigorous  difcharge  of  the  fuaftions 
of  government.  The  inveterate  hoftility  between 
France  and  England,  might  at  times  languish 
becaufe  the  ftrength  of  both  parties,  was  then 
weariied  out  ^d  exhaufted;,  but  could  never  be  ex* 
tinguifhed,  and  therefore  ierved  to  preferve  in  the 
Frex)ch  a  fteady  ally  to  the  Scots,  and  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  a  potent  and  relentlefs  foe.  The  truce  which 
had  fubfifted  between  England  and  Scotland  du- 
ring the  latter  years  of  David's  reign,  had  not  yet 
expired  ;  and  ere  it  fhould  be  at  an  end,  new  ex- 
pedients  migb.t  be  devifed  for  prolonging  the  tran- 
Vofc.  III.  R  quillity 
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quillity.  which  it  afforded,  or  for  renewing  the  war 
with  fonie  decifive  advantages. 

N.)R  wa&  the  internal  condition  of  the  kingdom, 
fco^dom.  to  the  fov^rcipnty  of  which  Robert  Stewart  now 
fucceeded,  lefb  aufpicious  in  its  afpeft  with  regard 
to  the  future  fortune  of  the  opening  reign,  than  the 
ftae  of  Its  political  relations  to  its  neighbours.  The 
nobles  were  all  faithfully  attached  to  the  ieterefts 
of  their  country,  and  t-o  the  rights  of  the  family  of 
Stewart*  David,  in  thofe  few  peaceful  years  which 
doled  his  reign,  had  laboured  not  without  fuccefs^ 
to  eftahlilh  the  authority  of  law  and  government 
over  the  rude  clans  in  the  northern  and  weftern 
Highlands,  and  in  the  Hebudian  Ifles ;  and  the  cef- 
fation  of  the  civil  war  between  the  partizans  of  Bal- 
liol  and  thole  of  Bruce,  had  reftored  order  in  the 
middle  and  caftern  diftrifts  of  the  kingdom ;  while 
the  rruce  with  England  reftrained  the  ravages  on 
the  fouthern  border  The  nation  in  general  being 
weary  of  the  mii'eries  of  anarchy  a^d  war,  were 
perhaps  more  difpofed  than  they  had  been  at  any 
former  time,  to  cherifli  the  bleflings  of  tranquillity. 
None  of  the  great  barors,  unlefs  perhaps  the  al- 
ready potent  family  of  Douglas,  was  fufficiently 
powerful  and  eminent  in  the  kingdom,  to  rival  or 
contemn  the  authority  of  the  monarch. 

Stbwart  fucceeding  to  thcScottilh  Crown,  with 
thefe   advantages,  was  folemnly  inaugurated  at 

Scone 
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Scone  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  in  the^^cT.  i. 
year  one  thoufand  tt^ree  hundred  and  fevent;y-one.u*^-v^i«> 
A  thronging  concourfe  of  the  nobles  and  people    f'^^[ 
attended^  to  do  homage  ro  the  new  King,  and  to^'®"?- 
ailift  in- the  joyful  celebration  of  this  auguft  cere-R-oberttbo 
mony.     Williara  Douglas,  the  moft  powerful  of  ^^^ 
the  vaflals  of  the  Crown,  feemed  at  fird  to  fee  with 
jealoufy  and  diflike,  a  man  raifed  to  be  his  fove-^ 
reign,  who  had  been  but  lately  his  fellow-valTaL 
But,  tne  marriage  of  the  grand-daughter  of  the  new 
King  to  James  Douglas,  the  elded  fon  of  William, 
foon  reconciled  the  Douglafles  with  full  cordiality, 
to  the  royalty  of  the  Stewarts*.  ^ 

With  England  there  was  ftill  peace,     flut,  theCircum. 
death  of  Darid  Bruce,  and  the  eafy  mcceflion  of  tending  to 
Robert  Stewart  upon  the  Scottifli  throne,  fceme J  r^cacia? 
tofruftrate  all  thofe  hopes  which  the  Englifli  King^^^^^^^J^f 
bad  founded  upon  his  fecret  negotiations  with  Da-i^»<^- 
vid ;  and  would  therefore  make  him  lefs  careful  to 
maintain  the  truce  to  the  end  of  the  S;vhole  period 
through  which  it  was  framed  to  extend.     Robertas 
interefts  had  long  been  in  oppofition  to  the  views  of     y 
the  Englifli ;  and  all  his  partialities  were,  for  this 
reafon  in  favour  of  the  alliance  of  France.     It  was  - 
impoilible  long  to  reftrain  the  turbulent  hatreds  of     * 
the  vulgar  of  the  two  nations,  and  the  favage  ra- 
pacity 

*  Fordm.  XIV.  36  i^Buchan.  L.  IX  :-i.MajorrL.  V,  C. 
2ii  ftc. 
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sicT.  1.    pjicity  df  ihe  border-tribes,  within  thofe  ftria  Knrits 
of  muiual  forbearance  which  the  faithful  obfer- 

D. 

1371 ' 


^  \  Vaftcc  of  the  trtice  prefcribed.     There  ^ere  ftill  in 


the  hands*  of  the  Englifli  feveral  caftles,  and  an  ex- 
tent  of  tefiitory  "which  had  fronl  time  immemorial, 
been  regarded  by  thfc  Scottifh  Kings,  as  making 
properly  a  piitt  of  thdr  domihiCfhS';  and  it  is  there- 
fore  probable  that  Robert  a&d  noft  a  few  of  his  pa- 
triotic and  Wal-like  barons  might  not  be  arerfe  to 
fee  a  renewal  6f  hoflilities  againft  the  Engliih, 
which  fhould  afford  them  another  chance  of  reftor- 
ing  their  frontier  16  its  ancient  boondaries. 

The  trace  NoT  long  therefore  after  Robert  Stewart's  ac- 
ceffion,  the  petty  hoftilitles  of  the  Scottiih  and  £ng- 
liih  borderers  began  to  bccbme  mntaally  thore  fre- 
quent and  more  veications  than  they  had,  for  fome 
time  before  been.  Juftice  teas  at  firft  reciprocally 
done  upoii  the  aggreflbrs,  at  the  complaints  of  the 
fufferers,  by  the  wardens  of  the  marches,  agreeably 
to  the  provifions  of  the  treaty  of  trucfe.  But,  it 
foon  happened  at  a  fair  in  Roxburgh,  which  was 
at  this  time  held  by  the  Englifh,  that  a  fquire  of 
the  name  of  Dunbar,  in  the  fervic'e  of  the  earl  of 
March,  was  in  a  fray  circumvented  and  llain  by  the 
Engliih.  The  earl  demanded  juftice  to  be  execut- 
cd  upon  the  aflaffihs,  Perfu'aded,  it  Inay  be,  that 
Dunbar  had  deferred  his  fate,  or  contemning  the 
refentment  of  March,  and  willing  to  provoke  the 

hoftilities 
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hoftilities  of  the  Scots ;  the  Englifli  anfwered  theS«t*-  '■ 
EarPs  complaints  with  derifion,  and  refafed  thev 


fatisfaftion  he  required.  But,  March  would  not  y^',5«. 
forego  his  revenge.  At  the  return  of  the  next  fair 
at  Roxburgh,^  he  fecretly  afiembled  a  troop  of  arm- 
ed foilovrers ;  approached  the  town ;  and  when 
the  moment  arrived  of  the  fulleft  affcmblage  of 
people  bemg  congregated  t:atelef8ly  in  die  feir ; 
then  ruflied  out  of  amboifa,  and  attacking  them  un- 
aware and  unfuifpicious  of  danger ;  deftroyed  thehi 
with  a  genettil  and  unfpating  flaughttt-.  This  en- 
terpriise,  which  more  than  retaliated  the  murthcr 
of  March's  fetvant,  was  however  fo  flagrant  an  in-^ 
fr^aioii  of  the  frucfe,  ^  could  not  but  be  followed 
by  indignant  and  gcnetal  hoftfUty,  on  thepart  of  the 
Engliih.  The  lofs  of  his  fervant  by  an  accidental 
rencounter  in  a  fray,  could  never,  even  with  all 
thofe  circumftanices  df  additional  provocation  with 
vfhjch  it  was  accompanied,  jullify  the  perfidy  and 
cruelty  of  this  maflacre  at  Roxburgh.  From  the 
caflle  and  from  their  other  contiguous  pods,  the 
Englifli,  without  making  any  peaceable  demands 
of  redrefs,  fpeedily  miiftered  a  powerful  force  j  , 
and  making  a  fudden  incu'rfion  into  the  territory 
of  Berwick-fliire,  ^here  it  was  occupied  by  the 
Scots,  fpread  terrour  and  defolation  "wherever  they 
advanced ;  burning  tlie  cottages,  maffacring  the 
peafantry,  driving  away  the  flocks  and  herds,  and 
deftroying  whatever  fpoils  they  could  not  carry 

•  with 
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'*'?■•  ^  with  them.     By  this  inroad,  the  lands  of  John 

Chap.  V i« 

c^-v-^o  Gordon  of  Gordon,  were  more  efpecially  ravaged 
^' ^'  and  laid  wafte.  To  revenge  the  injury,  Gordon 
vtrith  another  troop  foon  made  a  furious  incurfion 
into  the  territories  of  the  £ngli(h.  Not  unaware 
of  his  approach,  they  affismbled  to  oppofe  and  chaf« 
tife  the  fpoilers,  in  numbers  greatly  fuperior  to 
Gordon's  force.  Their  leader  was  a  valiant  knight, 
,  named  Sir  John  Lilburne.  The  two  parties  met 
and  encountered  each  other  in  fight :  the  combat 
was  long,  obdinate,  and  bloody  : ,  at  length  the 
Scots  prevailed  :  wounded  and  obliged  for  five 
times  fucceffively  to  feek  his  fafety  in  flight,  Gor- 
don ftiil  manfully  returned  to  charge  the  foe,  un- 
til a  great  part  of  the  Englifh  had  fallen.  Lilburne 
their  leader,  with  his  brother,  and  not  a  few  others 
were  made  prifoners;  and  there  remained  none  up* 
on  the  field  to  difpute  the  vidory  with  the  brave 
Scots*. 

Ridicuiouf     The  truce  was  now  violated  on  both  fides  be- 
thc  EnV  yoi^d  the  poflibility  of  an  cafy  ceffation  of  hoftili- 
^^*'        ties.     From  bne  fide  of  the  ifland  to  the  other, 
from  the  Tweed  tp  the  Solway,  the  alarm  of  war, 
was  loudly  founded.     Piercy,  earl  of  Northumber* 
land  muttering  the  whole  military  force  of  his 
county,   entered   the   Scottifh  border,  as  far   as 
Dunfe,  to  avenge  and  repair  the  difafter  fuffered 
by  Lilburne.     On  the  firft  evening  of  his  expedi- 
tion, 
•  Fordun.  XiV.  37  :— Bocth.  XV. 
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don,  while  he  lay  encamped,  with  his  troops  in  the^'*^^-  ^ 
wood  of  Dunfe  ;  the  peafantry  who  had  fled  from^ 


the  approach  of  the  Englifh,  to  the  heights  of  I.am-  ^'  ^' 
mermoor;  contrived  to  make  fuch  a  noife  by 
foundkig  the  rattles  with  which  they  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  roufe  or  frighten  away  the  wild  beafts  of 
the  hills  and  forefts  ;  that  the  invaders  were  alarm- 
ed by  the  found,  as  if  it  had  been  the  noife  of  a 
mighty  hoft  advancing  to  attack  them ;  and  their 
horfes  for  the  moft  part  breaking  loofe,  fled  in  wild 
terrour  over  the  country ;  thus  leaving  their  rid- 
crs  unfit  to  purfue  their  expedition.  All  night  the  ' 
Englifli,  in  anxious  yet  not  timid  fufpenfe,  awaited 
the  aflfault  of  tfie  enemies  from  whom  they  fancied 
that  terrible  and  ftunning  noife  to  proceed.  When 
day-Kght  appeared,  they  firft  perceived  that  there 
was  no  formidable  danger  nigh  ;  and  then^  upon 
farther  enquiry,  to  their  ihame  and  utter  confufion, 
learned,  how  ridiculous  had  been  the  caufe  of  their 
alarm !  For  want,  however,  of  their  horfes,  now 
ftrayed  to  a  diftance,  they  were  forced  to  defift 
from  the  enterprize,  and  to  return  difappointed 
home.  In  the  mean  time,  Mufgrave,  governor  of 
Berwick,  coming  with  a  part  of  hiygarrifon  to  join 
the  expedition  of  Piercy,  was  intercepted  and  flain 
by  the  brave  Gordon,  the  conqueror  of  Lilburne« 
On  the  weftern  marches,  the  gallant  Johnfton  and 
others  oppofed  and  harafled  the  Englifli  with  equal 
I  '   boldnefs 
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tuoute  w4  fpleo^id* 


sicT.  L   boldnefe  apd  af^ivity,  apd  witfe  fuccefc  not  lefe  for- 


A.  r>. 
A  nc'^         Amidst  thefe  military  tranf^^ions  l)y  which  the 

treaty  ot-  ^  '  ' 

fcnfiTc  >yaj  with  England)  w^s  not  unfuccef&fully  renew- 
Cvc  Trlth°\?d  i  Robert  bad  not  ncgkfted  to  rraew  alfo  by  a 
Trance.  {q\^j^j^  embaffy  to  France^  the  ancient  alliance  be- 
tw^em  the  French  and  Scocti^h  nations.  Cardinal 
Wardlaw,  bifhop  of  Glafgow,  who  went  upon  thi^ 
auiTKtfk,  found  that  Charles  the  Sixth  had  now  af- 
c^ndf d  the  throne  of  Fr^uice ;  fucceeding  to  his 
father  John,  who  had  died  in  captivity  in  England, 
Short  truces  might  occafionally  interrupt  the  war 
between  Frimce  and  England}  but  ^dward  ftill 
profecut^d  his  preteniions  to  the  French  Ci^own  ; 
the  houfe  of  Valoi^  {\\\\  firmly  maintained  thofe 
rights  by  which  they  poflefled  it ;  and  final  peace 
was  as  yet  far  diftant.  To  the  French  King^ 
therefore,  the  alliance  of  the  Scots  could  not  £iil 
to  be  at  this  tim^  pisculi^rly  4ccept4>Ic.  A  new 
treaty  was  folemnly  concluded  between  the  French 
monarch  and  the  Scottiii  ambafladors.  It  was  a- 
greed  that  the  French  and  Scots  ihould  in  concert 
renew  the  war  with  {lf\gla«d  i  that  they  fhould  a- 
gree  to  no  feparate  pea^  with  iheir  cQinmioo  ene- 
my ;  that  the  King  of  France  ihould  guarantee 
that  order  of  fucce^ficm  to  the  Scottidi  throne, 
which  had  be»  alr^dy  (^abUihed,  or  rather  what- 
ever 
♦  ftrdan.  XIV.  39,  Sec 
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ever  prder  King  Robert,  and  his  Parliament  might  s«ct.  i. 
think  fit  to  prefcribe.     If  the  French  would  riot^ 


contribute  money  to  the  Scots  for  the  payment  of  ^'^'^ 
tlie  arrears  of  the  ranfom  due  for  the  liberation  of 
their  late  King  from  captivity  ;  they  could  howe- 
ver prompt  them  to  vindicate  themfelves  by  their 
fwords  from  the  farther  Fulfilment  of  a^  condition 
fo  humiliating.  Having  fuccefsfully  accomplifli- 
ed  the  purpofe  of  his  embaffy ;  Wardlaw  with 
his  attendants  fpcedily  returned  to  gratify  their 
King  with  an  account  of  thefe  negotiations.  He 
was  not  flow  to  ratify  the  treaty.  Ere  they  arriv- 
ed, war  was  already  kindled  up,  on  the  confines 
between  the  two  kingdoms.  The  events  of  each 
fucceeding  day,  inflamed  the  animofity,  and  fpread 
it  widen  The  hopes  of  the  aid  and  fteady  fupport 
of  France,  encouraged  the  Scqttifli  nation  in  gene^- 
ral  to  take  up  arms  with  eager  indignation  againfl: 
their  proud  and  hated  neighbours*. 

Ik  the  prime  of  his  youth,  while  he  was  yet  on-j^^^^^ 
]y  Steward  of  Scotland,  Robert  had  obtained  a  pa-  i>tcwart*f 
pal  difpenfation,  to  enable  him  to  efpoufe  Eliza- ana  off-   , 
beth  the  daughter  of  Adam  Muir  of  Rowallan.  ^^'^^^'     -  ^J^m 
By  her   were  born    to    him    four    fons,    John,    '  ^* 

Walter,  Robert,  and  Alexander;    befide  feveral 
daughters.     But,  Elizabeth  dying  before  his  ac-  '        , 

ceSioa  to  the  throiie ;    he  had,  fmce  her  death 
taken  to  wife  Euphemia,  the  daughter  of  Hugh, 

Vol.  III.  S  earl 

♦  Fordun.  XIV.  44  :-^Fadera  T.  VL  &c. 
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Sect.  I.    carl  of  Rofs ;   who  bore  to  him  two  fons,  David 
CuAP.  VL  '  .        ', 

u-^v^o  and  Walter,  and  a  daughter  already  given  in  mar- 

1^72^90.  "^S^  '^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  Douglas.  That  Eu- 
pheraia  might  duely  Ihare  the  royal  honours  of  her 
lord,  flie  was  now  foiemnly  crowned  Queei^  of 
Scotland  at  Scone,  by  the  miniftration  of  the  bifhop 
of  Aberdeen*. 

While  the  Scots  and  Englifh  were  harafEng 
one  another  with  inceffant  inroads  of  ravage  and 
depopulation,  upon  the  borders  j  and  were  mutu« 
ally  threatening  mightier  and  more  formidable  en- 
tcrprizes  ;  the  French  and  Englifli  began  to  find 
their  fortunes  fo  equally  balanced  in  the  war  upon 
the  contin6nt>;  that  a  peace  became  alike  eligible 
Truces,  to  both  nations.  Truces  were  fucceffively  agreed 
to  ;  being  continued,  one  ilill  as  the  period  of  a 
former  expired  ;  till  a  treaty  of  lading  amity  fhould 
be  finally  concluded  between  them.  Thfefe  truces 
comprehending  with  the  French,  alfo  their  Scot- 
tifh  Allies  ;  interrupted  for  feveral  years,  the  pro- 
fecution  of  thofe  hoftilities  which  the  Scots  had 
eagerly  commenced :  The  interval  of  uncertain 
tranquillity,  however,  afforded  leifure  to  the  Scot- 
tifh  monarch  to  turn  his  cares  more  particularly  to 
the  adminiftration  of  the  internal  government  of 

his 

*  Fordun.  XIV.  39  :— De  Nupiiis  Robcrti  Sencfcallt  Dif- 
fertatio,  GoodalPs  Fordun.  T.  I : — Hay's  Effay'  on  the  ori- 
gin of  the  Stewarts,  Edinburgh  1793  :— Chalmers's  life  •£ 
Ruddiman,  2C|  Sec.  Sec. 
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his  dominions  ;  and  by  jufticiary  progrefles,  to  re-^*^^-.^ 
prefs  licentious  violence,  and  to  maintain  peace  andv 


order  among  his  fubjeds*,  ^  if?^^  q. 

But,  the  truces  between  France  and  England,  ^"^"a^ 
ended,  without  having  produced  that  permanent  between  * 
peace  for  the  purpofc  of  negotiating  which,  they  and  Engt 
had  been  at  firft  agreed  to.     Even  before  the  term*'^^'* 
of  the  lad  of  thofe  truces,  had  expired,  the  caftle 
of  Berwick  was  retaken  from  the  Englifli,  by  a' 
ftratagem  contrived  and  executed  by  a  few  com- 
mon men  of  the  county  of  Merfc.     A  more  for- 
midable cnterprize  wa§,  foon  after,  undertaken  and 
boldly  executed  by  William  earl  of  Douglas  ;'  who, 
affembling  a  powerful  force,  entered  England  on 
the  fide  of  the  weftern  marches ;  furprized  many 
of  the  unarmed  inhabitants  of  Cumberland  at  a  fair 
in  Penrith ;   feized  the  merchandize  which  was 
there  expofed  to  fale ;  rifled  the  town ;  and  then 
fettingit  on  fire,  retired  homeward  with  his  troops 
loaded  with  fpoils.     They  returned  home  in  fafe- 
ty.    But,  it  was  not  long  till  the  Englifli  with  ^n 
army  of  fifteen  thoufand  men,  came  to  retaliate 
upon  the  Scots  the  injuries  which  Douglas's  in- 
road into  Cumberland,  bad  inflifted*     The  invad- 
ers  extended  their  ravages  far  and  wide  through  the 
weftern  difl:Ti.as  of  Scotland.     But,  ere  they  could      "  '. 
march  back  into  their  own  territories  with  their 

booty ; 
♦  Ford.  XIV  :-HoIlin.  and  Hook.  III.  4©9,  &c.  FoeJera  VL* 
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Sect,  I.  l)ooty ;  the  Scots  who  had  aflfembled  in  a  body  to 
repel  the  invafion ;  made  a  fuccefsful  ftand ;  drove 
the  diforderly  invaders  into  flight;  and  purfued 
them  fo  furioufly  to  the  Solway,  that  while  many 
were  flain  in  flight,  many  periflied  in  their  trem- 
bling  attempts  to  fwim  or  wade  acrofs  the  Solway, 
near  Bo-nefs.  The  Scots  remained  exulting  vic- 
tors over  the  proud  foes  by  whom  they  had  been 
fo  threateningly  invaded*.  .    , 

Ciiures  of  Nor  were  thefe  the  only  advantages  about  this 
ority"of"'time  obtained  by  the  Scots  over  the  Englifli.  Ed- 
the  Eng-  ^^j^  jj^g  Third  was  pow  no  more :  His  grandfou 
Richard  wa&  but  a  weak  and  giddy  youth  :  The 
uncles  of  Richard,  the  younger  fons  of  Edward 
the  Third,  were  the  minifters  and  tutors  of  the 
young  monarch  ;  but  were  more  attentive  to  ad- 
vance their  private  interefts,  than  faithfully  to  fervc 
the  nation  and  their  King.  To  its  very  extremi- 
ties, the  government  of  the  whole  kingdom  felt 
the  mifchiefs  of  this  mal-adminiftration.  Vigour, 
vigilance,  prudence,,  heroic  ardour,  ceafed  to  be 
difplayed  \n  the  counfels  and  in  the  military  con- 
duft  of  the  Englifli.  In  the  many  inroads  and 
fltirmlflies  by  which  the  Scots  and  Englifli  now 
inceflantly  harafled  each  other,  upon  their  fron- 
tiers, the  Scots  were  for  the  mofl:  part  viftorious  ; 

defeat, 

•  Fordun.  XIV.  43  :— {lollinfhed  and  Hoolcer'*  Chronicle, 
p.  420  : — Lcfl.  Res  Gcfiae,  250. 
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defeat,   and  difgracc  were  the  portion  of  thcir'^^cT.T. 
foes.   The  warrtours  on  both  fides  were  the  fame  :v 


But,  their  Kings,  their  leaders,  their  zeal,  their  ^^•^^• 
hopes  were  no  more  fo.  While  the  reign  of  Rich- 
ard began  to  be  entangled  in  difficulties,  and  fur- 
roimded  with  troubles  ;  his  council  and  minifters 
were  induced  to  advife  him  to  feek  peace,  or  at  left 
a  temporary  truce  with  the  Scots.  His  uncle  John 
of  Lancafter  came  northwards  to  Berwick  for  this 
purpofe*  And  whether  it  were  through  ficklenefs 
and  leYity,  or  t|i  confequence  of  negle&  fuffered 
from  the  French,  or  in  compliance  with  the  nccef- 
fides  of  their  affairs ;  the  Scots  fhewed  themfelves 
not  unwilling  to  liften  to  his  prppcfals^. 

It  was  during  the  ftay  of  Lancafter  at  Berwick,  infurrcc 
that  the  flame  of  infurreftion  among  the  '^'i^l^i^^^zlli^d. 
foccage-vajfals^  and  meaner  burghers  j  being  fud- 
denly  kindled  up  by  the  feverity  with  which  fome 
new  and  enormous  taxes  were  levied  ;  foon  fpread* 
itfelf  over  a  very  great  part  of  England.     Lancaf- 
ter, who  had  been  lately  the  moll  confpicuous  a- 
gent  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  royal  authority, 
was  the  moft  hated  object  of  the  fury  of  the  infur- 
gents.     Fortunately  abfent  upon  the  negotiation 
of  the  truce  with  the  Scots  ;  he  thus  efcaped  from 
falling  the  viftim  of  their  rage.     But,  while  they 
entered  London,  and  made  the  young  monarch 

tremble 

•  Fordun.  XIV.  46 : — Hollinflicd  and  Hooker's  Chroni- 
cle, ut  fupra.* 
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c'lV  VI  ^^^^'^  ^^  h^s  throne ;  they  failed  not  to  deftroy 
^-•nro  the  property,  fince  they  could  not  reach  the  perfon 
w v^jjo.  of  ^^s  abfent  uncle.  A  truce  for  three  years,  was 
in  the  mean  time  fuccefsfully  negotiated  with  the 
Scots*  The  hopes  of  recovering  the  once  ufurped 
fovereignty  of  Scotland,  were  forgotten,  Lancaf- 
ter,  fearing  perhaps  for  his  peffonal  fafety,  and  a- 
ware  that  his  prefence  might  irritate  the  infur- 
gents,  but  could  hardly  ferv^  to  quafh  the  infurrec- 
tion,  accepted  the  courteous  dflFers  of  Scottifli  hof- 
pitality  ;  and  permitting  the  earls  of  Douglas  and 
Murray,  by  whom  the  negotiations  for  the  truce 
were  managed  on  the  part  of  the  Scots,  to  conduQ: 
him  northward  to  Edinburgh  ;  was  there  magnifi- 
cently entertained  in  the  caftle  or  at  the  monaftery 
of  the  Holy-Rood  ;  until  the  fettlement  of  the  do* 
medic  difturbances  in  his  own  country  allowed 
him  to  return  in  fecurity  home*. 

Upon  the  expiration  of  the  truce  which  h^d 
been  fo  amicably  negotiated  with  the  Duke  of  Lan- 
cafter,  the  war  was  again  renewed.  Lochmaben- 
caftle,  the  moft  northern  fortrefs  poffeffed  by  the 
Englifli  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  ifland,  was  held 
by  a  garrifon  under  the  command  of  Sir  William 
Teatherftone,  whofe  fallies  for  forage,  pillage,  and 
the  conftant  hoftile  annoyance  of  the-  Scots  inha- 
biting the  circumjacent  country,  were  found  to  be 

exceedingly 
•  Fofdun.  XIV.  j^6. 
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cxceedii^gly  wafteful  and  afflicUve.     To 'deliver  sect.  r. 
tlie  country  from  their  ravages,  Archibald  the  bro^v 


ther  of  William  Douglas,  and  by  inheritance  from  j'^jj^- 
the  family  of  Comyn,  lord  of  Galloway,  projefted^ap«"«"c 
a  brave  enterprize  for  the  fiege  of  the  caftle.    Thcmabcn-' 
Galwegians  who  had  fuffered  the  mod  from  the"  ** 
hoftilities  of  the  garrifon,  eagerly  followed  the  ban- 
ner of  their  lord.     An  opportunity  was  vigilantly 
feized  when  the  garrifon  were  weak  and  almoft 
deftitute  of  necefifaries.    Featherftone  being  fum- 
raoned  to  furfender,  could  not  diffemble  the  diflSc- 
uhies  and  diftrefs  of  his  fituation,  but  fought  and 
obtained  a  truce  with  the  befiegers  for  eight  days, 
on  condition  that  if  not  relieved  within  this  fpace 
of  time,  the  garrifon  fhould  on  the  ninth  day  deli- 
ver up  the  caftle.    It  was  in  the  month  of  ^^l^rua-p^^^jj^^^ 
ry,  in  a  winter  unufually  cold  and  ftormy  ;  and  tbe^c^'■«*^'^• 
befiegers,  during  this  interval  of  truce,  were  to  re- 
main in  arms  before  the  caftle,  and  almoft  without 
flielter  from  the  feverity  of  the  feafon.     Thefe  dif- 
ficulties  were  not,  however,  fufficient  to  divert 
them  from  their  purpofe.     They  remained.     No 
relief  came  to  fave  the  garrifon  from  falling  into 
their  hands.     The  caftle  was  yielded,  and  by  the 
fuccefsful  befiegers  levelled  to  the  ground.     In  ac- 
compliihing  this  important  enterprize,  the  earl  of 
Galloway  was  >ided  by  the  counfels  and  martial 
aftivity  of  the  earls  of  Dunbar  and  Douglas*. 

2  Alarmed 

*  Fordun.  XIV.  47, 
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5i:cT.  1.  Alarmed  by  the  vigorous  a£Kvity  of  the  Scots 
^^^iylio  which  could  chufe  the  depth  of  winter  for  fuch  an 
^'  ^-  enterprize ;  and  by  the  fuccefs  with  which  they  had 
Richard  rccovcred  one  of  the  moft  important  fortrcffes  on 
iicoUwid.  the  wcftern  frontier  :  the  Englifli  now  prepared  to 
invade  Scotland  with  a  great  army,  fuch  as  fhould 
fuRfciently  chadife  the  Scots  for  the  hoftilities 
which  they  had  lately  committed  againil  England, 
and  f^iould  reduce  them  to  that  humiliation  to 
which  they  had  often  been  fubjc^ted  by  the  fuc- 
cefsful  invafions  of  the  Edwards.  To  ftrengthen 
Roxburgh  agaJnft  a  fiege,  they,  in  the  mean  time 
fent  the  baron  of  Grayftock  with  troops,  and  with 
a  long  train  of  waggons  and  beads  of  burthen, 
loaded  with  provifions,  arms,  and  other  necefTaries 
for  the  ufe  of  the  jgarrifon  in  the  town  and  caftle. 
Aware  of  the  approach  of  Grayftock,  the  earl  of 
March  intercepted  him  by  the  way  ;  and  in  a  def- 
perate  conflid,  routed  his  party,  left  many  of  them 
dead  on  the  field,  made  not  a  few  prifoners, — and  a- 
mong  thefe  laft,  Grayftock  himfelf,  whom  he  cour- 
icoufly  conduced  to  his  caftle  of  Dunbar,  In  the 
caftle  of  Dunbar,  he  feated  his  captive  at  a  famptu- 
ous  entertainment  at  his  table,  in  which  Grayftock 
had  the  mortification  to  fee  himfelf  ferved  in  the  rich 
plate,  and  with  the  wines  which  he  was  conveying  to 
Roxburgh  for  the  ufe  of  his  friends,  when  encoun- 
tered by  the  earl  of  March.  But,  an  army  of  thirty 
thoufand  men,  led  by  King  Richard  himfelf  in  per- 

fon 
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fon  and  by  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  advanced  with-^*^'^^,, 

'  '  ClIAP.  VI. 

a  menacing  career,^  through  Northumberland,  en-v-^^r-^ 
tered  Scotland  on  the  fide  of  the  caftern  marches ;    ^'J^' 
and  proceeded  onward  as  far  as  Edinburgh ;  w|iile 
a  fleet  accompanied  their  progrefs  by  fea,  and  fail* 
<jd  triumphantly  into  th^  Frith  of  Forth*, 

But,  the  Scots  faw  the  blaft  approach,  without 
^y  fearful  alarm.  Willing,  if  poffible,  to  occupy 
the  military  forcea  of  the  Englifli  fo  much  within 
their,own  ifland,  that  they  mighjt  not  think  of  pro-f 
fecuting  the  war  on  the  continent  with  any  power- 
ful  efforts  :  the  French  King  had  fent  to  the  aid* 
of  his  Scottifh  alKes,  John  de  Vienne  admiral  of 
France,  with  a  fleet  of  not  a  few  Ihips,  having  on 
board  two  thoufand  armed  warriours,  a  large  fum 
of  money,  suid  ^  confid^rajble  quantity  of  fpear^ 
and  other  a;rmour>  Aid  fo  po^yerful  was  gladly 
receivied  by  the  Scottifh  monarch  and  his  barons. 
A  counter-invafion  of  England  was  quickly  deter- ^^'^""g^^^^ 
mined  upon,  as  the  beft  means  for  compelling  the^"fi'»n<*- 
Englifh  to  retreat  from  the  invafion  of  Scotland.' 
From  the  eaftem  marches  de  Vienne  with  the  earl 
of  Douglas  made  fome  fuccefsful  incurfions  into 
England ;  and  took  s^nd  demoUihed  fome  coniider-r 
able  cailles  in  ^9[orthumberland.  On  the  weftern 
fide,  the  fame  auxiliaries  ai|ded  the  earl  of  Gallo- 
way in  an  inroad  into  Cumberland*    But,  the  cap*     . 

Y04-.  III.  T  ture 
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s«cT.  r  turc  of  Roxburgh,  being  confidered  as  the  moft 
c^-v-N^  ufeful  enterprize  that  could  be  undertaken ;  the 
^g^'  congregated  force  of  Scotland,  with  the  French  aU 
lies,  affailed  this  place,  and  had  hopes  of  reftoring 
it  to  the  frontier  of  the  Scottifli  dominions,  which 
made  them  profecute  the  liege  with  lingular  a6tivi- 
ty  and  zeal.  Yet,  while  they  were  urging  this 
fiege,  the  French  commander,  and  the  King's  fons 
the  principal  leaders  of  the  Scots,  were  led  into  a 
foolifh  difpute  concerning  the  property  of  the  be- 
fieged  town  and  caftle ;  whether  it  fliould  if  taken  be 
reftored  to  the  dominions  of  Scotland,  or  ihould  not 
rather  become  the  property  of  the  French  King. 
This  difpute  rofe  fo  high  that  the  Scots  and  the 
French  would  no  longer  ferve  together  in  the 
fame  expedition.  The  Scots  did  not  now  eameft- 
ly  drive  to  retain  the  French  in  their  country ; 
for  the  fpirits  of  the  two  nations  did  not  well  ac- 
cord ;  and  the  French  having  delivered  the  fub- 
iidy  which  they  brought,  could  not  after  this, 
long  retain  the  favour  of  the  proud  and  hungry 
Scots*. 

The  expedition  of  the  Englifli  was  fortunately 
defeated,  as  well  as  the  purpofe  with  which  the 
French  allies  had  come  into  Scotland.  Their 
fleet,  as  former  fleets  had  done,  made  various  de- 
fcents  upon  the  coafts,  and  efped^Uy  in  the  Frith 

of 
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of  Forth,  ravaged  the  iflcts,  and  fpoiled  the  religious  s«ct.  l 
houfes.     But,  ftorms  afofe  j  fome  of  the  Englifli 
veflels  fuffered  (bipwreok ;   and  St  Columba  was 
beliered  to  hare  thus  miraculoufly  interpofed  for 
the  puoifiiment  of  that  facfilege  by  which  his 
(hrines  had  been  violated*    Oh  land,  however,  the 
invaders  had  not  met  with  the  fame  difafters ;  al- 
though  they  had  ravaged  the  diftrift  of  Lothian  The  (horct 
with  unfparing  fury,  and  without  any  dlftindiouporth 
in  favour  of  things  facred  to  religious  ufes,     The^P®****** 
town  of  Edinburgh,  with  its  church  confecrated 
in  honour  of  Saint  Giles,  ihared  the  fame  &te« 
The  alarm  of  the  Scottifli  invafion  of  England^ 
ferved  to  recall  Richard  from  the  fieirther  profecu- 
tion  of  this  enterprize ;  although  the  Scots  with 
their  aUies,  had  already  returned,  ere  the  Engliih 
army  could  be  ready  to  intercept  their  retreat*. 

BiPdRB  theEnglifh  had  long  returned  from  invad-  Ezpedi- 
ing  Scotland  ;  ere  the  French  allies  commanded  by  elTrUf^*** 
Dc  Vienne  had  been  long  gone  forthe  continent  jj^'jj^^ 
the  Scots  made  a  fecond  inroad  into  the  borders  of 
Cumberland ;  and  retaliated  thofe  mifchiefs  which 
Richard  hadinfliSed  upon  Lothian«  Nor  were  the 
Scots  content  with  haralEng  their  potent  enemies  in 
England  alone,    William  the  baftardfon  of  Archi* 
bald  earl  of  Galloway,  who,  by  his  father's  ccmcefli- 
on,  obtained  from  the  King  theearldom  of  Nithfdale» 

and 
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Sect.  I.  and  a  wife  of  the  royal  family,  was  one  of  the  moft 
heroic  knights  of  the  Age.  To  avenge  himfelf,  his 
father,  and  his  Country  upon  the  Engllfli  for  the 
mifefies  which  they  had  inflifted,  efpecially  upon 
Galloway,  partly  by  incurfions  from  the  weftern 
border  of  England,  and  in  part  by  piratical  expe- 
ditions from  the  Irifh  coaft ;  this  gallant  youth,  al- 
ready diftinguiflied  by  exploits  atchieved  in  repul- 
fmg  and  retaliating  the  invafion  of  the  inveterate 
foes  of  his  country ;  muftered  a  company  of  brave 
companions  j  and  failed  Co  attack  the  Englifh  power 
in  Ireland.  Landing  at  the  town  of  Carlingford,  he 
befieged  that  place,  and  fummoned  its  inhabitants  to 
furrender  it.  Taken  thus  unexpeSedly,  and  not  in 
a  condition  to  withftand  a  fiege,  they  affeded  to  lif- 
ten  to  his  propofals,  and  entered  into  a  treaty  for  a 
capitulation*  Secure  as  to  their  fucccfs  againft  the 
town,  the  Scots  detached  a  large  part  of  their  force 
to  ravage  the  adjacent  country ;  a  part  had  been  left 
on  board  their  ihips.  But,  having,  in  the  mean  time^ 
concerted  a  ftratagem  to  over-reach  and  furpri^^c 
the  befiegers ;  the  townfmen  fexrrctly  fent  mcffen- 
gers  to  Dundalk,  demanding  immediate  aid  ;  and 
promifing,  that  with  a  moderate  reinforcement, 
they  ihould  be  aUe  to  cut  off  the  whole  Scottifh 
force.  The  aid  which  was  demanded,  inftantly 
marched.  Before  the  Scots  were  aware  of  their 
danger,  no  fewer  than  eight  hundred  horfemen 
were  feen  to  approach,  for  the  relief  of  the  town 
,  befieged. 
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befieged.     .The  townfmen  iflued  in  great  num-s«cT.  t. 
bers  from  their  gates,  to  join  this  friendly  hoft.v 


A  fierce  engagement  enfued  ;  the  Scots  being  ^^'  ^* 
now  but  two  hundred  in  number,  againft  fo  ma« 
ny  foes.  Of  the  Irifh  troops  one  part  turned  to 
purfue  the  fpoilers  who  had  difperfed  themfelves 
over  the  country ;  while  the  reft  attacked  Doug- 
las with  his  company,  immediately  before  the 
town.  At  lad,  the  Scots,  on  all  quarters  vie* 
torious,  even  againft  fuch  odds ;  fpoiled  the  town 
and  caftle ;  and  then  fetting  the  buildings  on  fire, 
and  feizing  fome  veflels  which  lay  in  the  har- 
bour, failed  away  in  triumph,  with  all  the  rich 
booty  which  they  had  fo  bravely  won.  On  their 
paflage  homeward,  they  niade  a  defcent  upon  the 
Ifle  of  Man,  which  was  at  this  time  in  the  hands 
of  the  Engliib ;  and  having,  laden  their  veifels  with 
fuch  additional  fpoils  as  it  could  afford ;  again 
continued  their  vayage,  and  landed  fafely  in  the 
bay  of  Lochryan  in  Gallpway*. 

Scarcely  had  the  brave  William  Doyglas, 
-with  his  companions,  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Gallo- 
way, when  they  learned,  that  almoft  all  the  flower 
of  the  Scottiih  youth,  were  then  engaged  in  an  in- 
curfion  into  England,  led  by  the  earls  of  Fife,  Dou- 
glas, Galloway,  March,  and  Moray.  William  and 
his  brave  comrades  flew  with  eager  hafte  to  (bare 

the 

*F«xI^n.  XIV.  51,52. 
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Sect.  I.    the  atchieYemeiits  and  the  glory  of  the  enterprize. 


This  army  had  invaded  England  in  two  divifions, 
w8i^».  ^^^  ^^  which  wa3  commanded  by  the  earh  of  Fife 
and  Galloway  ;  while  earl  Douglajl^  with  the  earls 
Marth  and  Moray  led  on  the  other.  On  the  fide 
of  the  weftern  marches,  u'ere  the  earls  of  Fife  and 
Calloway,  with  the  troop«  which'  followed  them  ; 
while  the  force  led  by  the  earl  of  Douglas  pene- 
trated through  Northumberland  as  ht  as  Newcaf- 
tie  upon  Tyne.  They  befieged  this  town,  and  at« 
tempted,  but  itl  vain,  to  take  it  by  dorm.  While 
they  lay  before  it,  news  was  brought,  that  all 
the  military  force  of  Northuniberland,  led  by  the 
gallant  Henry  Piercy  foh  to  the  earl  of  the  county, 
and  in  allufion  to*  his  ardent  valour^  diftihguifhed 
by  the  name  of  HoTsi^'uit,  was  approaching  to  en- 
gage the  Scottifh  army,  and  raife  the  fiege  of  New- 
caflle.  At  this  news,  the  Scots  already  defpairing 
of  fuccefs  agaitift  the  town,  and  having  from  the 
firft,  made  it  the  objeft  of  their  expedition,  rather 
to  ravage  the  country,  than  to  rilk  the  fortune  of 
a  pitched  battle ;  decamped  ffom  before  Newcaf^ 
tie,  and  proceeded  on  their  way  homeward*  The 
Englifii,  led  on  by  the  furious  Hotfpur,  followed 
hard  after.  In  the  evening,  while  the  Scots  were 
carelefsly  encamped ;  while  their  warriours  were^ 
for  the  mod  part  difarmed)  while  the  earls  of 
Douglas,  March,  and  Moray,  unaware  of  any  im- 
Boediate  danger,  were  fitting  down  in  the  comman- 
der's 
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dcr*8  tent,  to  fupper ;  the  alarm  was  fuddenly  giv-SecT.i. 
en,  that  the  Englifh  were  near  at  hand,  and  wereL-^y^* 
about  to  rufli  furioufly  upon  them.    Upon  this  a-  ^f^^' 
larm,  the  Scots  in  hafte  took  their  arms,  and  en-^^^^co^ 

Otts%- 

deavoured  to  make  a  brave  refinance.  Douglas  boa*. 
afliamed  to  have  thus  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  fur- 
prized  by  the  Englifii,  waited  not  to  array  himfelf 
in  complete  armour,  but  flew,  carelefs  of  his  per* 
fonal  fafety,  to  rellft  the  firft  imprefllon  which  the 
attack  would  naturally  make  on  the  diforder  of  his 
followers.  While  the  light-armed  and  diforderly 
followers  of  the  Scottifli  army  betook  themfelves  > 

to  fudden  flight,  and  were  purfued  by  a  part  of  the 
Englifli:  the  more  diftinguifhed  and  fulUarmed 
warriours  boldly  oppofcd  the  force  by  which  they 
were  aflailed,  and  like  their  adverfaries,  availing 
themfelves  of  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  tura- 
isd  upon  them  with  defperate  impetuofity;  and 
ufing  here  ftratagem,  there  all  the  rage  and  firm- 
nefs  of  defpair  ;  at  length  broke  the  force  of  the 
attack  of  the  Englifli,  compelled  them  to  recede, 
drove  th(sm  into  general  flight,  and  purfuing  the 
fugitives,  made  a  terrible  flaughter,  and  took  ma- 
ny priibners.  In  the  attack  made  by  the  Scottifh 
fpearmen,  they  fpund  a  refiftance  from  the  enemy 
which  they  could  not  matter,  till  at  lafl:  John  Swin- 
ton  a  brave  Scottifli  knight,  inftead  of  pufliing 
with  his  fpear,  raifed  it  aloft  at  one  fide,  and  with 
a  mighty  ftroke^  brake  the  ihafcs  of  fo  many  of  the 

i^ears 
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Sect.  I.-  fpears  in  the  hands  of  the  foremoft  colamn  of  the 

Chap.  VI. 

Engliih^  that  the  column  was  there  thrown  into  dif. 


^'g^'  order,  and  an  in^preilion  was  inftantly  made,  which 
being  vigoroufly  purfued,  gave  the  vidory  to  the 
Scots.  Among  the  prifoners  were  young  Harry  Pier^ 
cy,  with  Ralph  his  brother.  Of  the  £ngli(h  fifteci| 
hundred  were  ilain ;  and  thofe  who  periflied  on  the 
fide  of  (he  Scots,  were  even  more  numerous.  But, 
in  Douglas,  who  fell,  mortally  wounded  in  the 
head  and  neck,  in  confeqiience  of  that  want  of 
complete  defenfive  armour,  in  which  he  had  ruflii- 
ed.  out  to  the  fight, — in  him  even  alone,  the  Scots 
fcemed  to  themfelves  to  have  loft  an  hoft.  With 
him  fell  alfo  two  diftinguiflied  warriours^  Robert 
Hart  and  John  Towers*  Tidings  of  the  battle 
and  of  its  event  were  quickly  carried  to  the  earls 
of  Fife  and  Galloway,  where  they  lay  with  their 
forces,  within  the  we(lern  border  of  England*  La- 
menting the  fate  of  Douglas,  and  of  their  other 
fellow> countrymen  who  had  periihed  in  the  battle; 
but  exulting  in  a  viftory  fo  glorious,  and  as  to  the 
comparative  ftate  of  the  forces  on  the  Scottifh  and 
the  Englifh  fides  of  the  marches,  fo  decifive ;  they 
muftered  their  forces,  and  returned  ftraightway 
home.  The  battle  of  Otterburn  was  fought  on 
the  fifth  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  one  thoufan4 
three  hundred  and  eighty-eight*. 

THg 

•  Fordun.  &c.  Frolflkrd :— Picrcy's  Reliqaes  of  Ancient 
PocU'j,  Vol.  II. 
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The  old  age  and  bodily  infirmities  of  Robert  sect.  i. 
the  Second  now  rendered  him  unequal  to  thea^iveu^-v-w' 
cares  of  government.     But,  prince  John,  hiseldeft  j^^^'^ 
fon,  beinff  lame  in  confequencc  of  a  ftroke.acci- The  carl 

of  fife  CO* 

dentally  received  upon  his  thigh  from  an  unruly  vcrnor. 
horfe ;  and  poffefling,  bcfides,  but  feeble  abilities, 
and  an  indolent  temper  of  mind  ;  was  unfit  to  dif* 
burthen  his  father  of  the  weight  of  adminiftration. 
Robert,  earl  of  Fife,  a  man  of  si  bolder  fpirit  and 
more  vigorous  talents,  had  been  ever  fmce  his  fa- 
ther's acceffion  to  the  throne,  the  chief  minifter  of 
all  his  counfels.  The  King  himfelf,  now  retiring 
more  abfoliitely  than  beiFore,  from  all  the  aftive 
cluties  of  royalty,  therefore  rcfigned  jthe  reihs  of 
government  wholly  into  the  hands  of  the  earl  of 
Fife,  his  fecond  fon,  and  formally  nominated  him 
to  be  governor  of  the  kingdom,  Robert,  with  no 
kfs  zeal  than  he  had  before  difplayed,  foon  fought 
an  opportunity  to  fignalize  his  adminiftration  by  a 
new  inroad  into  England.  The  opportunity  which 
he  fought,  quiclcly  occurred':  For  the  earl-marfhai 
of  England,  deriding  the  Piercies  on  account  of 
the  defeat  which  they  had  fuftained  at  Otterburn  5 
propofed  himfelf  to  rcftore  the  honour  of  his  coun- 
try, by  an  expedition  into  Scotland  that  ihoiild 
more  than  avenge  the  ravages  which  the  Scots  had 
lately  Jnfiided,  and  the  carnage  which  they  had 
made.  Accompanied  by  Archibald. earl  of  Gallo- 
vay,  and  now.alfo  of  Douglas,  young  Robert  Stew- 
Yoi.  iq.  U  art 
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•'CT.  I.  ^t  eagerly  led  an  army  into  England^  to  anticipate 
u-^->ro  the  threatened  invafiqn.  The  flower  of  the  §cot« 
ii^^Qo.  ^^^  warriouTi  were  in  the  army  of  Stewart.  At 
their  approach)  the  earl-marihs^l  fenfible  of  the  in* 
feriorlty  qf  the  force  which  he  led  ;  and  being  ei- 
ther too  cautious,  or  top  timid,  to  meet  the  Scots 
with  unequal  numbers ;  chpfe  a  poficion  for  the 
encampment  of  hi$  army,  from  which  he  could  not 
be  forced  to  6ght  at  a  difadvantage.  In  v;un  did 
the  Scots  provoke  him  to  meet  tbeiti  on  equal 
ground.  He  faw  them  ravage  the  country  around ; 
heard  them  fcoiSngly  fummon  him  to  battle ;  and 
bore  even  the  fcorning  infultg  of  his  own  foHowcra 
whofe  ardour  he  reftrained,  without  being  moved 
to  forego  thofe  advantages  which  his  favourable 
pofition  fecured  to  him*  The  Scotj  after  ravaging 
the  country,  and  in  vain  firiying  to  draw  out  the 
£ngli(h  to  battle,  retreated  back  into  their  own 
country  ;  and  even  accompliftied  their  retreat  with- 
out being  at  all  annoyed  by  the  forces  of  the  Eng- 
liih.  The  Scots  might  now  boafl;  that  they  had 
terrified  the  £ngh(h  commander  fo  as  tp  make  him 
forget  his  infolenc  threats  j  and  had  ravaged  the 
territories  of  England,  unreGiled,  in  the  face  of  an 
Englifli  army.  The  Englifli  migfet  fcorn  the  lead- 
er who  had  not  yielded  to  the  headlong  impulf^  of 
their  martial  ardour,  when  they  were  in  prefence 
with  the  Scots.  But  the .  earl-marflial  had'  proba* 
bly  a£ted  the  part  of  a  wife  and  able  general  in  re- 

fufing 
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fufmg  to  fight  in  circumftances  in  which  he  could  ^*<^-  ^ 
not  hope  for  viftory.     Stewart  and  Douglas  had  ^.^n^-^o 
equally  aflked  the  part  of  able  leaders  by  gratifying  ^^' 
the  bold  ardour  of  their  troops,  and  yet  condu£t- 
ing  them  home,  w^'^o^^  ^^7  needlefs  wafte*. 

A  TRUCE  between  Franc*  and  England  ptodu-ocatiof 
cedifoon  after  a  cefTation  of  hoftilides  equally  bc-^^*^**** 
tweeh  the  Englifh  and  the  Scots ;  for  the  Scots 
were  at  this  time  infeparably  attached  to  all  the  a- 
mities  and  enmities  of  their  continental  Allies,       '   - 
The  triice  was  to  laft  for  the  fpace  of  three  years. 
But,  Robert  the  Second  was  not  to  furvive  to  fee  up- 
on its  termination,  the  renewal  of  the  wai*.     He  di- 
ed in  his  cafUe  of  Duntlonald,  in  the  month  of  A- 
pril,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
ninety ;  in  the  feventy-fifth  year  of  his  age ;  and 
after  a  reign  of  fomewhat  more  than  nineteen 
years. 

Robert  the  Second  was  the  child  of  high  ex-Hiscba^ 
peftation,  and  his  infancy  was  dandled  in  the  lap*^*  "' 
of  royalty.  But,  the  birth  of  David  Bruce,  re- 
moving  him  from  the  profpefl:  of  the  dircft  inheri- 
tancc  of  the  Crown,  had  thus  ferved  to  favour  his 
being  educated  to  manly  exertion,  and  to  that  vi- 
gour and  aftivity  of  charafter,  without  which  high 
birth,  wealth,  and  external  honours  are  but  una- 
vailing 
•  Fotdun.  &c. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


*5«  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.     [Book  IV. 

f-^"'  \n  vailing  names.  Yet,  he  atiained  hot  to  that  difcem- 
\-#-v-%^  men(t,  firmnefs,  and  promptitude  of  mind,  which 

>3S8^9D.  "^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  *°^  ^"^  '^S^*  ^^  ^^^^  fuperior 
in  almoft  every  great  quality  to  his  uncle  David 
Bruce,  but  greatly  inferior  to  Wallace,  Robert 
Bruce,  the  Firft  and  tl^e  Third  Edwards  of  Eng- 
land, and  t6  feveral  of  the  heroes  of  the  race  of 
Douglas,  who  adorned  this  age.  He  was  not  defi- 
cient in  valour  ;  a  quality  iu  which  indeed  the 
Scots  of  this  sera  were  rarely  wanting  :  He  poffeff- 
ed  alfo  that  candour,  opennefs,  and  dignity  of  man- 
ners which  rarely  fail  to  acquire  popularity  to  a 
man  of  high  rank :  but,  he  was  unaccuftomed  to 
judge  for  himfelf,  and  to  take  his  part  with  the  de- 
cifion  of  a  man  whofe  fortune  depended  ultimate- 
ly upon  his  own  conduft  alone.  A  weaker  man 
would  have  been  unable  to'  aft  that  ufeful  and  im- 
portant part;  which  Stewart  afted  while  guardian 
of  the  kingdom  in  the  abfence  of  David  Bruce  : 
A  man  of  more  eminent  abilities,-  would  probably 
have  withheld  all  power  from  DaVid  after  his  re- 
.  turn  out  of  Englai;id  ;  and  would  never  have  adu- 
ally  furrendered  the  authojity  which  had  been  fo 
long  left  in  his  hands.  It  muft,  howeyer,  be  con- 
feffed,  that  the  abilities  of  Robert  Stewart  were 
depreffed  and  thrown  into  the  fliade  in  his  earlier 
years  by  the  dependence  upon  his  uncle  in  which 
he  was  neccffarily  placed, — in  the  latter  part  of  his 
life,  by  the  rifing  powers  and  the  bold  ambition  of 

his 
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his  own  fons.  Of  the  Scots  in  general  of  this  pe-^'^cT.  t, 
nod,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  they  rather  yielded  ^ 
to  the  impulfe  of  events,  and  fwam  unrefifting 
down  the  curreut,  than  difplayed  that  bold  origi- 
nality of  genius  by  which  Wallace,  Bruce,  Doug- 
hs, and  Randolph  had  condufted  thofe  councils 
and  military  entcrprizes  which,  in  the  jperiod  im- 
mediately preceding,  refcued  Scotland  from  under 
the  yoke  of  £ngli&  ufurpation. 

In  the  period  extending  from  the  acceffion  of 
Malcolm  Canmore  to  the  death  of  Alexander  the 
Third,  it  had  been  the  primary  objed  of  the  poll- 
cy  of  the  Scottifli  monarchs,  to  reduce  all  the  petty 
chieftains  within  the  limits  of  their  dominions,  to 
an  entire  fubjedion  under  the  royal  authority  of 
the  Crown.  From  the  death  of  Alexander  the 
Third  to  the  prefent  time,  the  objefltof  all  the  po- 
licy and  all  the  wars  of  the  Scottifh  nation  had 
been  to  refift  the  conquering  ambition  of  the  Eng- 
lilh.  The  extirpation  of  almoft  all  the  families  of 
the  ancient  independent  chieftains  of  the  fouthern 
and  middle  parts  of  Scotland,  had  raifed  the  Scot- 
tifli  monarchs  to  the  ordinary  power  and  dignity 
of  feudal  fovereigns.  But,  to  refift  the  force,  and 
the  policy  of  England,  required  efforts  even  great- 
er and  more  defperate,  than  thc^e  which  had  be^n 
formerly  exercifed  for  the  eftablifliment  of  domcf- 
tic  ord«r.     Yet,  this  objeft  was  at  length  almoft 

I  (;cmpletely 


Digitized 


by  Google 


i58  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAM).     fBook  iV. 

I'^V  VI  ^^"^P^^^^^y  accompliflied.  Wallace  firft,  and  then 
\,g0^>r*>mj  Robert  Bruce  had  traverfed  all  the  deep  fchemes 
1^90*  ^^  Edward  the  Firft  :  the  wcaknefs  of  Edward  the 
Second  oppofed  to  the  experience  and  enthufiaftic 
energy  o£  Robert  Bruce  and  his  adherents,  at  laft 
left  SCotiatid  in  poffeflion  of  its  ancient  freedom  : 
the  ambition  and  high  talents  of  Edward  the  Third 
finding  an  apt  inftrumeiit  in  the  younger  Balliol^ 
while  there  was  none  but  a  boy  to  hold  the  Scot- 
tifh  Crown  for  tjie  family  of  Bruce,  had  almoft  ri- 
tetted  anew  thofe  chains  from  which  Robert  Bruce 
had  delivered  his  country-  But,  the  laft  efforts  of 
that  generous  fpirit  of  patriotifm  which  WAllace 
and  Bruce  bad  kindled  ;  the  fortuniite  diverfion  of 
Edward's  ambition  to  the  theatre  of  the  continent ; 
the  confequent  interpofition  of  France  to  fupport 
the  Scots  agatnfl:  the  Englifli ;  even  the  happy* 
t^rgiverfation  of  David  Bruce  which  had  withheld 
the  Engliih  from  profetuting  in  war,  what  they 
hoped  to  accomplifli  by  {Policy  ;  and  at  laft  the  un« 
certain  counteis  of  the  minority  of  the  Englifh 
Richard  the  Second;  had  again  almoft  wholly 
fruftrated  the  defigns  of  Edvrtrd  the  Thitd  agaitifl: 
the  independency  of  Scotland,  juft  as  the  fcherncsf 
of  bis  grandfather  had  been  fruftrated  beforfc.— *The' 
intervention  of  France  in  the  wars  between  the 
Scots  and  t^he  £ngli(h,  had  now  drawn  the  Scoti 
in  foroc  degree  within  the  fphere  of  continentaf 
politics.     Already  did  that  fyftem  of  policy  begin: 
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to  be  formed,  which  was,  afterwards  to  combine  smt.l 

Cii\p.  VL 

^11  the  nations  in  the  middle  and  fouthern  parts  of v 


Europe,  into  one  circle  of  conftantly  mutual  friends  ^^^  ^' 
or  enemies,'  France,  and  j£ngland  were  long  tb 
contend  for  the  friendfhip  of  the  Scots,  who,  at 
times,  were  able  to  hold  the  balance  between  chem; 
And  France  was  to  itrengthen  herfelf  againft  the 
fuperiority  which  the  approaching  union  of  Scot* 
{and  with  England,  would  neceifarily  beftow  upon 
the  latter  in  her  coatefts  with  the  French, — ^folely 
by  wrefting  from  the  FngHih  Kings  in  happy  hour^ 
^1  their  dominions  within  the  bofom  of  France,^* 
andbyfubje£ting  her  own  overgrown  nobility,  to  the 
uQrefifted  power  of  the  throne. — Still  did  the  £ng« 
jiih  helitate,  even  in  the  feeble  reign  of  Ricbardy 
to  relinquiih  thofe  rights  which  they  fancied  them- 
felves  to  have  acquired  to  the  paramount  fovereign* 
ty  of  Scotland*  But,  although  nomins^Uy  retain- 
ed, thofe  pretended  rights  were  however,  as  it 
ihould  fepm, .now  virtually  relinquiflied :  And 
it  was  a  war  of  .mutual,  inveterate,  in^xtin- 
guiOiable  malignity  fomented  by  the  artifices  of 
France^— ^not  a  war  excised  on  either  part  by  the 
hopes  of  iaiting  conqueft,—- which  now  prevailed 
between  the  Scots  and  the  Englifli.  The  Scots  had 
learned  the  arts  of  defence);  and  were  confcious, 
ths^t  all  the  force  of  flngland  could  n^ ver  entirely 
fvib^uc  thenu 

Chap. 
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Chapter  VII. 
Reign  of.  Robert  the  Thiri>^ 


1  o  Robert  the  Second  of  this  name,  the  firft  of 
'  ^^'  vTi  '^he  race  of  Stewarts  who  fat  on  the  Scottifh  throne, 

CHAr.  VII.  ' 

c--y^o  fucceeded  John  earl  of  Carrick,  his  eldeft  fbn  by 
f"^;    Elizabeth   More.      John  was  folemnly   crowned 
^^^"^^°  King  of  Scotland  at  Scone,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
tbc  riiird.Auguft,  irt  the  year  one  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  ninety.     On  the  day  following,  the  fame  ho- 
nours of  coronation  were  alfo  conferred  upon  An- 
nabella  Drummond  his  Queen.     But  the  name  of 
Jt)HN  was  unknown  in  the  catalogue  of  the  former 
fovereigns  of 'Scotland:   That  name  which  had 
been  held  by  the  firft  heroic  Bruce,  was  dear  to  the 
Scots  jibove  all  other  names  :  and  John  was  there- 
fore perfuaded  to  affume  the  appellation  of  Robert 
the  Third ;  calling  himfelf  after  his  great  grandfa- 
ther, and  hxs^  father.     A  great  concourfe  of  the 
Scottifh  clergy,  burgeffes  and  barons,  with  their 
refpedive  followers,  thronged  to  congratulate  their 
King  on  his  acceflion,  to  aflift  at  the  ceremony  of 
his  coronation,  and  to  meet  him  in  Parliament  for 
the  tranfaftion  of  the  legiflative  bufineft  of  the 
ftate.     Confent  fo  joyfully  unanimous  feemed  to 

promifc 
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promife  to  the  new  Kmg.a  fortunate  reign,  ftrongSKcV.i. 
kithc  harmony  and  loyaky  of  his  fubjeft^i*,  u-^y^w  * 

.     A.  D. 

The   mutual  hoftililies  of  Scotlalid,    France4 state  of 

national 

and  England  were  ftill  fafpended  by. a  truce, affair. ia 
to  tl»e  obfervance  of  which  with  doe  fidelityyEngiaBdj 
the  new  King  fblemnly  {wore  €ven  before  the 
ad  of  his  coronation  was  formally  confummated. 
Richard  ftifl  young  and  unikilled  in  the  arts  of  go<i 
Terament,  was  wholly  occupied,  in  pleafures,  in 
lefiftitig,  or  yielding  to^  the  cabals  of  his  nobles 
tad  flgii  tiers,  and  in  other  cafes  which  left  him 
Ihtle  at  leifure  to  renew  the  war  with  Scotland,  or 
with  France^  Robert  the  Third,  pacific  in  his  na- 
tm-al  temper,  and  now  tod  infitm  in  body  for  the 
toilfome  enterprises  of  warfare,  was  mpre  difpofed 
to  maintain  foch  a  cefiation  from  boftiiitiesasf  might 
iiiflFer  tiie  indaftry  of  bis  fubje£k$  and  the  fertility 
of  fats  kingdom  to  be  revived,  than  to  ru(h  with 
rafli  in^etuofity  into  the  mifchiefs^  of  new  warsj. 

But,  the  fpirits  cfpecially  of  the  northern  Scot  j^Di^urtan^ 
as  yet  uncivilized,  and  inured  to  continual  "^ars^^"^^^^^ 
covld  not  quietly  enjoy  that  reft  from  foreign  con*^^i^<^<* 
tefts  which  the  trace  with  England  now  afforded 
thenu     The  horthern  clans  ftill  lived  in  a  ftate  ap- 

VojL.  IIL  X  preaching 

♦  Fordun.  XIV :— Winton.  Book  VIII. 
f  Fordun ;— Wintonv 
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^^^'  viT  preaching  more  nearly  to  favage  than  to  dvil  life, 

V^ HAP*  Y  I !• 

and  were,  even  in  this  age,  much  more  barbarous 
than  the  inhabitants  upon  the  middle  and  fouth- 
eaft  coafts  of  the  kingdom.  In  the  government, 
too,  of  fuch  a  prince  as  Robert  the  Third,  there 
was  neceffarily  a  want  of  energy,  but  too  favoura- 
ble to  domeftic  feuds  among  his  turbulent  barons 
and  diforderly  clans.  At  the  moment  of  inter- 
regnum which  paffed  between  the  death  of  Robert 
the  Second  and  the  coronation  of  his  fucceffor ; 
Alexander  Stewart,  earl  of  Buchan^  and  fon  to  the 
deceafed  King  by  Elizabeth  More,  had,  in  revenge 
for  fome  flight  injury  or  affront  from  the  bifhop  of 
Moray,  purfued  him  te  his  epifcopal  feat  at  Elgin, 
itnd  failing  to  get  the  bifliop  within  his  power,  had 
fet  on  fire  the  cathedral  of  Elgin,  and  furioufly 
burnt  it  to  the  ground.  Perhaps  this  violence  had 
been  retaliated  ;  and  the  Stewarts  were  moved  to 
revenge  the  retaliation :  Perhaps  it  might  be  on- 
ly the  fame  fierc^nefs  and  turbulence  of  character 
exerting  itfelf  in  a  new  direftion :  But  however 
this  might  be  ;  the  inauguration  of  the  new  mo- 
narch had  not  Iqt^g  been  celebrated,  when  Dun- 
can, fon  to  the  earl  of  Buchan,  with  the  armed 
vaffals  of  his  father,  in  fcornful  violation  of  the 
King's  peace,  made  a  fudden  inroad  into  the  coun- 
ty of  Angus.  At  Glenbrereih  they  were  oppofed 
by  Ogilvy  flicriff  of  Angus,  and  his  uterine  brother 
"Walter  Leighton  at  the  head  of  the  armed  force 

of 
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of  the  county.    A  defperate  conflift  took  place  :^*<=''-'' 
The  fpoilers  prevailed  ;  and  Ogilvy  and  his  bro- 


ther Leighton  were  flain,  with  about  fixty  of  theif  ^t' ^,\ 
comrades.     Nor  does  it  appear  that  the  Stewarts 
of  Buchan  were  immediately  brought  to  juftice*. 

On  the  marches  between  Scotland  and  Eng-Afiain  on 
land,  tife  truce  now  prolonged  for  a  farther  termj^^^^^'" 
of  fome  years,  was  dill  faithfully  obferved*  Pier* 
cy,  earl  of  Northumberland,  and  James  earl  of 
Douglas,  were,  at  this  time  the  principal  comman« 
ders  on  the  borders  for  the  Englifh  and  the  Scots 
refpeftively.*  While  ads  of  rapine  and  of  fud« 
den  outrage  were  occafionally  committed  upon 
both  fides;  fuch  impartial  juftice  was  however 
done  equally  to  Scots  and  Englifh  by  both  the 
Lords* Wai;dens,  that  the  guilt  and  diflfenfions  of 
individuals  were  prevented  from  kindling  up  un- 
feafonable  hoftilities  between  the  two  rival  nations. 
Single  combat  was  not  yet  excluded .  from  the 
modes  of  trial  and  decifion  authorifed  by  law: 
And  of  this  a  remarkable  inftance  was  now  exhi- 
bited in  a  combat  fought  between  Struthers  an  Eng-* 
lilhman,  and  Inglis  a  Scotfman,  in  the  prefence  of 
Douglas  and  Piercy,  for  the  folemn  decifion  of  a 
quarrel  between  the  two  champions.  The  £ng« 
liftman  fellf. 


A 


*  Fordun ;— Leiloi :— Wintoiu 
f  Fordniu 
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€h7p  vn      -A  CONTEST  between  too  fierce  northern  clanf 

u^^v-^-  produced  another  judicial  appeal  to  the  fortune  of 

i^o  J^o  combat,  at  Perth,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  three 

bc^ti^cn    **^^<*^^^  ^^^  ninety.fix.     The  hoftile  clans  were 

two  ciani  the  Clankayy  with  their  chieftain  Scheabegy  and  the 

iforih.     Clan-quhele,  whofe  chief  was  Chri/ii-Jonfon.     No 

'i^rtiu      e^ifiet-  expedient  could  quell  or  pacify  the  feud  fub- 

fifting  between  the  two  rival  tribes.     Wfth  diffi* 

culty  did  the  King's  judiciaries  perfuade  them  to 

fubmit  the  determination  of  their  quarrel  to  the  i£^ 

fue  of  a  combat  between  a  certain  number -of  cho* 

fen  watriours  from  the  one  clan,  and  an  equal 

number  from  the  other,  to  be  fought«t  Perth,  in 

the  prefence  of  the  King  and  his  Court.     From  all 

parts  of  the  kingdom  there  was  a  concourfe  of 

fpeftators  to  fee  the  combat.     Battle-axes,  f words, 

with  bows  and  arrows  were  the  weapons  which  the 

combatants  agreed  to  ufe.     Thirty  out  of  the  one 

tribe  were  oppofed  to  thirty  out  of  the  other.     It 

was  on  the  Monday  immediately  before  MichaeU 

mas,  that  they  met  in  arms  on  the  beautiful  plain 

nkmcd  the  Nortb-Inebj  on  the  foutbern  bank  of  the 

Tav,  and  contiguous  to  the  town  of  Perth.   When 

thefe  champions  flood  ready  for  the  word  to  begin 

the  mutual  attack,  one  coward  from  among  them 

ftrinking  from  the  danger  and  the  glory,  threw 

him  felt  into  the  Tay,  and  fwimming  acrofs,  left 

his  comrades  to  fight  or  flee,  how  they  chofe.    By 

this  diminution  of  the  number  upon  one  fide,  the 

combat 
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combat  was  for  fome  moments  delayed,  tiU  a  brave  5,'^^- 1;„ 

^       '  Chap.  VII. 

fellow  advancing  from  among  the  furroundingu^v^Nj 
crowd,  offered  for  the  fmall  reward  of  half  a  merk,  ^'2* 
to  fiipjJy  the  place  of  the  fugitive,  and  to  rifk  his 
life,  a&  a  mercenary,  in  a  contefl  in  which  he  had 
no  previous  concern.  His  proffered  aid  was  ac- 
cepted. The  combatants  aflailed  each  other  with 
terrible  fury  ;  prolonged  the  engagement  with  all 
the  moil  defperate  exertions  of  rage,  intrepidity, 
ftrength,  and  addrefs ;  nor  ceafed,  till  of  the  van- 
quiihed  Clan«kay  only  one  furvived,  of  the  Clan- 
quhele,  but  eleven.  The  ftranger  who  had  with 
fuch  favage  indifference  to  life,  joined  the  combat, 
had  the  wonderful  good  fortune,  after  acquitting 
himfelf  manfully,  to  furvive  the  fight  without  a 
wound.  The  event  of  this  combat  quieted,  for  a 
time  the  clifturbances  of  the  northern  Highlands** 

But,  the  lame  indolence  of  cjbarafber,  the  fameDomeiiic 
infirmity  of  body  and  weaknefs  of  mind,  which  onhmi^ 
bad  rendered  Robert  the  Third  when  earl  of  Car-^;'^^^ 
rick,  and  in  the  latter  years  of  his  father's  life,  lefs^^*  '^^'^ 
fit  than  his  brothels  Robert  earl  of 'Fife,  for  reliev- 
ing his  father  of  the  toils  and  cares  of  the  admi- 
niftration  ;  made  him,  even  now,  averfe  from  the 
acUve  duties  of  government,  and  but  ill-qualified  to 
exercife  thdm.     The  earl  of  Fife,  flill  direded  the 
royal  counfels,  and  adminiftered  the  King's  power ; 

while 
*  Fordun  ;*— Winton :— Conflifts  of  the  Clanc. 
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5kct.  I.    while  the  King  himfclf  paffed  much  of  his  time  in  in- 

\„00-r^^  dolent  retirement  at  a  favourite  caftle  which  he  pof* 

f^os!'    f^ffc^  ^cstr  Logier^ite  in  Athole.  To  gratify  the  am» 

Dakc*  firftbition  of  the  carl  of  Fife,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 

created  m  •  n 

Scotland,  grace  young  David  the  King's  eldeft  fon  ;  the  ho- 
nours of  Dukes  of  Albany  and  Rothfay,  were  con* 
ferred  upon  the  uncle  and  the  nephew,  at  a  folemn 
meeting  of  the  Scottiih  Parliament  at  Perth,  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 
Not  that  the  title  of  Duie  could  confer  any  higher 
power  than  the  title  and  office  of  earK  But  Duke 
was  a  title  which  had  been  lately  conferred,  with 
fome  degree  of  profufion.by  King  Richard  of  Eng- 
land, upon  fome  of  his  favourite  courtiers :  And 
fince  it  might  ferve  as  well  as  that  of  Count  or  Ear/, 
to  diflinguifh  a  nobleman  as  enjoying  the  principal 
freehold  pofTefEon,  with  the  jurifdi6tion  civil  and 
military  within  a  certain  diflrid  ;  it  was  therefore 
natural  that  the  influence  of  fafhion  and  of  novel- 
ty, fhould  be  fufFered  to  recommend  this  new  title 
as  more  augufl  and  dignified,  than  that  which  lotig 
ufe  had  made  familiar.  With  the  titles  were  alfo 
beftowed  -tfie  jilrifdidion  and  perhaps  the  freehold 
property  of  the  two  dukedomsy  the  heights  of  Al- 
bany or  Braidalbane^ — and  the  caflle  of  Rothfay 
with  the  ifle  of  Bute.  Feflivities  for  which  the 
tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  on  the  fide  of  Eng- 
land,  no^v  afforded  leifure,  and  fuch  as  were  not 
incompatible  with  the  rude  fimplicity  of  the  Scot- 
I  tifb 
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tifh  court ;  were  celebrated  in  honour  of  the  occa-s^^cr.  i. 

chaf.  vn, 
fion.     The  fourneament,  the  chace,  the  banquet,  v^i^vn^a 

were  means  of  entertainment  fitted  for  the  amufe-   ^'  ?• 

ment  of  the  aflemblage  of  the  Scottifh  barons  at  the 

court  of  their  fovereign^  and  for  the  expreflion  of 

their  joy  in  the  profperity  of  his  family*. 

Such  public  tranquillity  was  not  to  be  long  en- 
joyed. The  rivalry  and  overgrown  power  of  the 
nobles^  was  foon  to  raife  up  new  mifchiefs  from  the 
very  bofom  of  harmony  and  peace.  The  defcen- 
dents  of  thofc  chieftains  who  had  fought  for  their 
country  with  Bruce  and  Wallace,  hid  now  ftruch 
firm  root  in  the  kingdom.  Not  for  their  country 
alone  had  thofe  warriours  fought }  for,  the  eftates 
of  rebels,  traitors,  and  fugitives,  with  large  granta 
out  of  the  ancient  domains  of  the  Crown,  had  been 
the  compenfations  of  their  fervices.  PoiTeiling  fuch 
eftates,  being  for  the  greater  part  men  of  ability 
and  valour,  enjoying  that  influence  .which  the  deeds 
of  their  fathers  and  their  own  naturally  acquired  to 
them,  in  the  ftate ;  they,  with  thefe  advantages^ 
became  unavoidably  formidable  even  to  the  Crown. 
The  fiefs  of  the  feudal  nobility  had,  before  this  pe« 
riod,  become  fixedly  hereditary  throughout  Eu- 
rope ;  fo  that  a  baron  who  was  difagreeable  to  his 
fovereign,  could  no  longer  be  dripped  at  pleafurc, 
of  his  lands  and  honours.  Of  the  nobles  of  Scot- 
land 
♦  Bachanan  :— Fordun :— Winton* 
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Skct.  I.    land  who  had  profited  of  thefe  circumftances,  the 
mod  powerful  and  eminent,  next  after  the  Stewarts^ 


^'  ^*  were  the  Douglaifes,  and  the  Dunbars.  The  earl- 
doms of  March  and  Moray  were  united  In  the  lat-« 
ter  family :  The  pofleifions  of  the  former  were  flill 
Marriage  more  cxtcnfive.  It  was  from  the  family  of  the 
dukrof  earl  of  March,  that  the  King  or  the  prince  himfclf 
Roihfay.  ^jj^fg  ^  wifefor  yDong  David,  duke  of  Rothfay,  who 
had  now  advanced  beyond  the  age  of  puberty,  and 
was  rifing  faft  to  the  nutnrity  of  manhood.  March 
proud  of  the  alliance,  confented  to  pay  a  vaft  dow^ 
ry  with  his  daughter  to  her  royal  bridegroom :  The 
virgin  was  already  efpoufed  \  the  confummation  of 
the  nuptials  was  fpeedily  to  be  celebrated.  But^ 
the  earl  of  Douglas  and  Galloway,  Archibald, 
denominated  the  Grim^  jealous  of  the  advantages 
which  this  marriage  promifed  to  beftow  upon  a  fa- 
mily whofe  pre-eminence  in  the  ftate  already  rivall- 
ed that  of  his  own ;  protefted  againft  the  efpoufal  of 
the  prince  to  the  daughter  of  Donbar,  without  the 
confent  of  the  eftates  in  Parliament ;  by  his  in- 
trigues at  the  court,  alienated  the  minds  of  the 
King  and  the  prince  from  the  intended  marriage  ^ 
and  then  offering  to  David,  his  own  daughter  Mar- 
jory, with  a  dowry  greater  than  had  been  paid  by 
the  earl  of  March,  procured  the  duchefs  of  Roth- 
fay to  be  chofen  out  of  the  houfe  of  Douglas,  in- 
ftead  of  that  of  Dunbar.  The  marriage  between 
David  and  Marjory  Douglas  was  folemnly  celebrat- 
ed 
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cd  in  the  church  of  Both  well.     Yet,  before  Us^=^^-^\ 

'  ,       Chaf.  VII. 

final  confummation,  March  indignantly  halteningUK^-v^«^ 
into  the  prefence  of  the  King,  warmly  demanded,, ^^g^J^*,^ 
that  his  own  daughter  fhould  either  be  flill  prefer- 
red, or  at  led  the  marriage-portibn  reftored,  of 
which  he  had  already  made  payment.  His  com* 
plaints  and  reproiaches  were  too  angrily  urged  to 
obtain  a  patient  hearing,  or  a  foothing  anfwer. 
Perhaps  the  money  was  already  appropriated  to 
other  ufes.  The  King  was  perhaps  but  a  paffive 
inftrument  in  the  hands  of  his  fon,  his  brother, 
and  the  earl  of  Douglas.  March  thus  difappoint- 
ed,  robbed,  and  fcorned ;  vowed  to  revenge  the  in- 
jury }  withdrew  in  rage  from  the  court ;  and  re- 
tiring haftily  to  England,  entered  into  a  traitorous 
correfpondence  with  the  fervants  of  the  Engliih 
King :  Treafon  which  might  well  find  an  excufe, 
if  it  were  lawful  to  facrifice  the  intcrefls  of  our 
country  to  our  private  pafTions !  The  flighted  mai- 
den, by  name  Elizabeth  Dunbar,  retired  tg  hide 
her  fhame  and  difappointment  in  a  cloifter*; 

In  England,  meanwhile,  the  fovereign  had  found  Engiini 
himlelf  not  lefs  weak  againft  the  power,  the  in-^  ^'^^' 
trigttes,  and  the  rebellion  of  his  great  vaffals.    Du- 
ring the  earlier  part  of  his  reign^  King  Richard, 
the  fon  of  the  celebrated  Black  Prince,  was  guided 
chiefly  by  the  influence  of  his  uncles  the  dukes  of 

Vox..  UI.  Y  York, 

*  Fordun.— Wintoii. 
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c**^^  VII  ^^^^^'  Lancafter,  and  Gloucefter.  Emancipating 
v,i.«^v^%j  himfelf,  as  he  grew  up,  from  their  authority,  he  did 
la^s-Mia"^^  however  become  hisown  minifter,  norintruft  the 
affairs  of  his  government  to  wifer  and  more  faithful 
counfellors.  His  meafures  were  imprudent ;  his 
favourites  were  mean  and  weak  men.  He  offended, 
and  alienated  from  him,  the  minds  of  his  barons, 
without  diminiihing,  or  rather  after  he  had  aug- 
mented— their  power.  He  degraded  the  majefty  of 
the  throne  without  winning  that  populauty  which  he 
might  perhaps  expcd  to  become  the  prize  of  the  le- 
vity of  his  manners.  In  thefe  circumftances  he,'  firft, 
baniihed  his  coufm  the  duke  of  Hereford,  and  after- 
wards upon  the  death  of  that  prince's  father,  Lancaf- 
ter, dripped  him  of  his  inheritance.  Hereford  foon 
feizing  the  opportunity  of  Richard's  abfence  upon 
an  expedition  into  Ireland,  landed  from  Flanders 
upon  thp  north-eaft  coafl  of  England ;  prevailed  with 
the  Piercies  of  Northumberland  to  efppufe  his 
caufe.;  and  after  pretending  at  firfl:  that  he  fought 
only  th^  reftitution  of  the  inheritance  of  which  he 
had  been  deprived  j  afpired,  when  he  found  him- 
felf  borne  along  upon  a  tide  of  fuccefs,  to  fnatch 
the  crown  from  Richard's  head.  The  objed  of 
his  ambition  was  foon  accompliihed  ;  and  Richard 
periflied.  In  confequence  of  this  revolution,  Ifa- 
bella,  the  daughter  of  the  French  King,  who  al- 
though yet  a  child,  had  been  efpoufed  to  Richard, 
returned  a  widow  to  her  father.    The  bond  of  cx- 

peScd 
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peded  peace  and  harmony  between  France  and?,*'''-^- 
England  was   broken ;  and  a  renewal  of  war  be-  c«^-->r%^ 
tween  the  Englifti  on  one  fide,  and  the  Scots  and,  Af^\^ 
French  on  the  other,  was  foon  to  take  place*. 

The  treafon  of  Dunbar  concurred  with  the  wifli- war  with 
cs  of  the  Englifh,  and  with  the  temper  efpecially  of 
the  borderers,  and  the  lord-warden  of  the  marches. 
Dunbar  had  not  been  long  in  England,  to  which 
he  had  at  firft  gone  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of 
having  bufmefs  to  tranfafl;  there ;  when  bis  nephew 
Robert  Maitland,  who   was  intrufted   with    the 
cuilody  of  Dunbar-caftle,  during  the  earl's  abfence; 
furrendered  it,  through  fear  or  treachery,  to  young 
Archibald  Douglas,  the  fon  of  Archibald  earl  of 
Douglas  and  Galloway.     In  vain  did  the  earl  of 
March  alledge  that  he  had  gone  into  England  un* 
der  a  pafiport,  for  the  tranfadtipn  of  fome  private 
affairs  ;  and  without  prejudice  to  his  allegiance  to 
the  Scottifli  King.     The  Douglafles  and  Stewarts 
knew  that  they  had  injured  him ;  and  would  not 
now  truft  his  profeffions,  fo  far  as  to  arm  him  again 
with  means  to  hurt  their  intereils  and  thofe  of  his 
country,  of  which  they  had  already  artfully  depriv- 
ed him.    By  this'fecond  injury,  March  was  provok- 
ed to  the  utmoft  ;  he  no  longer  heiitated  to  take 
pan  with  the  Englifh  in  open  hoftilities  againft 
Scotland.      His  fons,  his  fervants,  his  kinfmen 

fhared 
♦  HoUinfhcd's  Chronicle,  &c. 
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Sect.  I.    (hared  his  refentments,   and  efpoufed  his  caufe. 

Chat.  VU.  '  ^ 


They  repaired  in  great  numbers  to  join  him  on  the 
j^gf^j^ border  of  Northumberland;  and  thence  coming 
in  frequent  inroads,  ravaged  the  whole  territory 
of  Berwickfl;ire  wherever  it  was  hoftile  to  them, 
and  of  Eaft  Lothian,  as  far  as  Haddington,  with 
terrible  devallation.     They  were  wont  to  iffue  out 
in  Imall  bands,  and  to  come  by  ilealth  upon  the 
bur^effes  and  peafantry,  fo  that  their  attacks  being 
unforefeen,  could   not  well  be  guarded  againft,  or 
eluded,  and  being  inceffant,  were  more  harafling 
and  deftrudlivc  than  the  wafting  career  of  a  great 
An  Eng-  armv  could  have  been.    Nor  was  it  long  till  March, 
fiondJ-*   ^o^  fativ-fied  with  the  eft'cft  of  fuch  petty  inroads, 
fcatcd.      came  upon  a  grand  expedition  againft  his  native 
country.    With  thofe  from  among  his  own  vaffals, 
who  ftill  followed  his  fortunes,  came  alfo  a  feled 
company  of  warriours,  Engliflimen  of  fTorthum- 
berland,  who  were  commanded  by  young  Harry 
Piercy,  the  fiamous  Hotfpur.     The  invaders  advan- 
ced far  through  the  counties  of  Scotland  ;  laying 
all  wafte  before  them,  with  the  ufual  ravage  which 
attended  fuch  inroads.     But,  young  Douglas,  who 
was  now  with  the  garrifon  in  Edinburgh-caftle, 
was  warned  of  the  approach  of  the  Englifh,  and 
made  hafte  to  meet  them.     While  they  lay  en- 
camped between  Linton  and  Prefton,  unaware  of 
any  approaching  oppofition ;  they  were  alarmed 
with  the  fuddcn  cry,  that  the  Scots  were  advancing 

within 
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within  fight.  At  this  cry  of  alarm*  Dunbar  andS"T.  i- 
Piercy  were  compelled  to  break  up  their  camp  inv^^^-y^^u 
the  utmoft  hafte  and  confufion.  They  knew  nLO^i3^*.J^'x» 
what  numbers  of  the  enemy  came ;  and  even  a  few 
might  prevail,  if  they  came  ardent,  vigorous,  and 
alert,  againft  men  whofe  fecurity  expofed  them  to  be 
routed  by  panic  fear.  Leaving,  therefore,  the 
fpoils  which  they  had  colleded,  the  half-drefled 
meat  which  tbey  had  nearly  made  ready  for  their 
evening  meal,  and  moft  part  of  whatever  baggage 
they  had  with  them  ;  the  Engliih  inftantly  fled  in 
all  the  diforder  of  route  and  difmay.  The  Scots 
eagerfy  purfued,  and  in  Colbrand's  path,  and  on<v 
ward  to  the  very  gates  of  Berwick,  made  a  great 
ilaughter  among  the  fugitives.  The  banner  and 
fpear  of  Sir  Thomas  Talbot,  were  brought  away  as 
proud  trophies  of  the  faccefs  of  this  eventful  night*. 

Other  evils  ftill  arofe  to  counterbalance  what- 
ever advantages  were  gained  in  fuch  rencounters 
with  foreign  foes.  Archibald  earl  of  Douglas  and 
Galloway,  who  although  turbulent  and  ambitious, 
had  been  ever  gallantly  faithful  to  the  interefts  of 
his  country^  and  to  the  rights  of  the  houfes  of 
Bruce  and  Stewart ;  died  by  difeafe.  His  fon-in-  ^ 
law,  prince  David,  advancing  in  years ;  wanting  a 
friend  fo  powerful,  a  counfellor  fo  faithful  as^Dou- 
glas ;  and  beginning  at  once  to  view  with  jealoufy 

his 
♦  Fordun.— Hollinfhed. 
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Sect.  I.  his  UHcle,  the  earl  of  Fife,  and  to  become  the  ob- 
u^-v*o  jefl:  of  that  uncle's  fear  and  hatred  ;  was  exj>ofcd 
it98-i4ia^^  opening  intrigues  which  his  ill-managed  oppofi- 
invafion  tion  fefvcd  but  to  ftrengthcn  againft  himfelf,  and 
land  by  of  which  hc  was  to  fall,  at  laft,  the  vidim. — Henry 
Fo^urtL^^^the  Fourth  of  England,  the  murtherer  arid  fuccef- 
for  of  Richard,  being  now  firmly  eftablifhed  on  the 
throne,  was  excited  by  the  perfuafions  of  Dunbar 
and  the  Piercies,  and  by  the  unwearied  hoftiKties 
of  the  Scots,  to  fummon  his  military  vaiTals,  and 
undertake  a  grand  expedition  into  Scotland.  The 
march  of  his  land-army  was  accompanied  by  a  fleet 
at  fca,  which  coafted  along  the  Ihore  fo  as  to  fur- 
iliih  from  time  to  time,  the  neceflary  fupplies  of 
pfovifions  to  the  troops-  His  march  was  by  Ber^ 
wick,  onward  to  Haddington,  and  thence  to  Leith. 
Edinburgh  at  that  time  powerfully  garrifoned  by 
troops  under  the  command  of  the  young  duke  of 
Rothfay  and  the  earl  of  Douglas  his  brother-in- 
law  ;  was  in  vain  aifaulted  by  the  invaders.  The 
whole  military  force  of  the  Scottifh  dominions  was, 
in  the  mean  time  aflembled  under  the  command 
of  the  duke  of  Albany ;  and  advanced  as  far  as 
Calder-moor,  to  refift  the  fiarther  progrefs  of 
the  invaders.  In  confequence  of  the  difcords 
fubfifting  between  Albany  and  young  Rothfay; 
or  rather  probably  in  purfuance  of  that  policy 
for  the  difcomfiture  of  an  invafion,  which  had 
been  now  long  familiar  to  the  Scots ;  the  duke 

of 
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of  Albany  advanced  not  nearer  with  hxs  forces, s«ct.  i. 
to  engage  the  enemy.  But,  Henry  with  hisv.«i^v-x««; 
army,  having  probably  confumed  all ,  thofe  (lores  ^^jj^^^ 
which  their  fliips  had  brought,  were  now  compel- 
led to  think  of  turning  their  faces  homeward* 
The  country  was  defolate ;  Edinburgh  could  not 
be  taken :  The  Scots  would  neither  fight,  nor  make 
their  fubmiilion^  What  then  could  he  do,  more 
than  had  been  done  by  hi$  predeceflbrs  ?  He 
led  his  anny  backward  to  flngland,  without  ha- 
ving infli^ed  more  than  Ibme  inconsiderable  mif- 
chiefs  upon  the  invaded  country.  His  retreat  was 
however  fa  performed,  bs  not  to  be  in  any  confi- 
dcrable  degree  haraffed  by  the  purfuit  of  the  Scots. 
And,  if  he  gained  by  the  invafion,  little  military 
glory,  ai)d  no  permanent  advantages ;  he  did  not 
however  di%race  his  chara&er  by  facrilege  and 
barbarous  cruelty,  fuch  as  former  invaders  had  u- 
fually  exercifed.  The  churches  and  monafteries 
were  facred  from  the  violation  of  his  troops,.  Who- 
ever fought  bis  proteftion,  from  among  the  petty 
barons,  the  burgefles,  or  the  peafaniry,  without 
difficulty  obtained  it.  The  independency  of  Scot- 
land was  as  little  impaired  by  this  expedition  of 
Henry  the  Fourth,  as  by  the  ridiculous  enterprizes 
of  his  great-grandfather,  Edward  the  Second* 


4* 


But  Scotland  and  the  family  of  its  monarch, 
had  enemies  within  their  own  bofora,  whofe  mif- 

chievous 
♦  Fordun. — HoUinflicd,  &c. 
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t*^^'  I;.,  chievous  eflforts  threatened  irretrievable  ruin  to 

Chap.VII. 


thier  profperity.     Robert  the  Third,  now  old,  and 
^' ^'    dill  more  and  more  infirm,  becan^e  daily  lefs  and 
lefs  capable  of  attention  to  the  funftions  of  govern- 
ment.    His  brother's  power,  and  with  it,  his  am- 
bition were  continually  augmented  by  the  ezercife 
of  that  delegated  royalty  with  which  he  had  long 
PrinccDa-been  intruded.     The  haughtinefs,  the  imprudence 
7odeathltof  the  prince,  hh  impatience  of  reftraint,  and  bis 
Faikiind.  j^j^jQ^fy  of  his  uHcle,  rapidly  grew  with  his  grow- 
ing years.     He  beheld  with  indignation,  while  his 
father's  authority  was  engroffed  by  the  governor. 
He  fought  to  form  a  party  for  Albany's  overthrow. 
But,  being  incapable  of  the  artifices,  the  diflimula- 
tion,  the  extended  and  intricate  contrivances  which 
would  have  been  neceflfary  to  the  accomplifhment 
of  fuch  a  purpofe,  againfl:  a  man  of  experience, 
profoundly  crafty,  and  pofleffed  of  almoft  all  the 
efficient  power  of  the  foverdgnty ;  he  employed 
only  fuch  means  as  ferved  to  betray  his  hatred,  and 
to  difappoint  it  by  alarming  his  adverfary.     With 
this  refentment  againfl  his  uncle,  the  young  prince 
fuffered  alfp  the  light  and  giddy  paflions  of  untu- 
tored, diflipated  youth  to  prevail  over  his  mind 
and  condudl.     His  mother,  the  amiable  Annabella 
Drummond,  whofe  maternal  counfels  had  the  hap- 
pieft  influence  upon  his  fpirit ;  died  at  the  very 
feafon  when  her  authority  and  advice  might  have 
been  the  mofl  ufeful  to  her  fon.     Ta  reflrain  the 
1  exceffes 
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excefles,  and  regulate  the  imprudence  of  the  youth,  s*ct.  1. 
tutors  and  counfellors  were  placed  about  him  by 
his  fathet ;  but  in  vain.  He  was  at  the  fame  time 
furrounded  by  the  fpies  of  his  uncle  ;  who  failed 
not  to  report  to  the  governor,  every  rafh  word  and 
zSt  of  the  young  man,  with  fuch  aggravations  as 
fpies  are  wont  to  ufe,  in  order  to  enhance  the  value 
of  their  communications.  Even  the  confidential 
advifers  and  friends  of  David,  finding  it  at  lafl  un- 
fafe  to  attach  themfelves  t6  a  weak  and  raih  youth 
in  oppofition  to  the  difcefning,  crafty,  relent- 
lefs,  and  almoft  all-powerful  duke  of  Albany  ;  be- 
gan to  forfake  and  betray  him.  John  Remorgq- 
ney,  in  particular,  a  lawyer,  was  fuppofed  to  have 
firfl  counfelled  David  to  feize  his  uncle's  perfon, 
and  to  put  him  to  death  in  confinement ;  and  then, 
finding  David  wanting  in  the  courage  or  the  wick- 
ednefs  necefTary  to  fo  bold  a  crime  ;  to  have  for 
the  fake  of  his  own  fafety,  infmuated  the  fame  di- 
abolical counfel  againft^the  life  of  the  prince  him- 
feJf,  into  Albany's  ear.  '.  Albany  was  lefs  fcrupu- 
lous.  The  old  and  weak-minded  King,  whofe 
mind  was  perhaps  alfo  ppifoned  with  fome  vain  fuf- 
picions  of  criminal  and  afpiring  views  in  his  fon, 
granted  at  the  inftigation  of  Remorgency  and  fome 
other  fuch  evil  counfellors,  orders  by  which  the 
duke  of  Albany  had  the  fatisfa^ion  to  find  himfelf 
authorifed  to  put  young  David  for  a  time  in  confine- 
ment, and  thus  to  correct  by  chaftifement  hi^  tern- 
VojL.  III.  Z  >er 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


178  HlSl'ORY  OF  SCOTLAND.     [Book  IV. 

s.«cT.  1.    p^r  and  his  manners.     The  bird  was  now  in  the 
fnal-e  of  the  .fowler.     David  at  the  fuggeftion  of 


^'S,'  Remorgeney  and  William  Lindfay  of  Rofly,  had 
been  perfuaded  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  the  caftfe  of 
St  Andrew's^  at  this  lime  in  confequence,  of  the 
recent  death  of  bifhop  Trail,  occupied  only  by  ad- 
miniftrators  for  the  Crown.  He  was  on  his  way 
thither,  with  a  few  attendants,  and  unthinking  of 
danger,  when  the  order  for  the  feizure  of  his  per- 
fon  which  had  been  wrung  from  his  anxious  fa- 
ther, was  by  thofe  very  men,  executed  againft  him, 
at  the  immediate  command  of  Albany.  He  was 
dragged  to  the  caftle  of  St  Andrew's ;  was  for  fome 
days  there  detained,  until:  Albany  and  his  council 
then  at  Culrofs,  fhould  determine  how  to  difpofe  of 
him ;  and  was,  at  length,  conveyed,  in  a  mean  garb, 
and  upon  a  pitiful  horfe  to  the  tower  of  Falkland, 
into  clofe  confinement.  Albany  and  the  young  earl 
of  Douglas,  with  a  (Irong  guard  to  prevent  any  at- 
tempts which  might  be  made  to  refcue  the  royal 
prifoner ;  were  liis  condudors  from  St  Andrew's 
to  Falkland.  In  the  tower  of  Falkland^  he  was 
lodged  in  a  fmall  chamber,  under  the  cuftody  of 
two  wretches,  Wrycht  and  Selkirk ;  who  within 
no  long  time  reported  to  their  mailers  and  to  the 
world  that  he  had  died  of  a  dyfentery.  The  ge- 
neral belief  that  he  liad  by  them  been  ftarved  to 
death,  at  the  command  of  Albany,  wa-s,  however, 

much 
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much  more  probable.     Such  was  the  unhappy  end  s^ct.  l 
to  which  young  David  was  hurried  by  his  own  fol.u..i-v^i^ 
ly,  and  by  the  guihy  ambition  of  his  uncle !  So    f'^' 
weak  was  the  King,  to  redrain  and  to  protecl  his 
fon !  So  dark  and  criminal  were  the  intrigues  con- 
certed even  at  the  Ample  and  humble  court  of  Ro- 
bert  the  Third*  1 

The  borderers,  in  the  mean  time,  Scots  and^c"^^^^- 
Engliih,  haraued  one  another  in  continual  lkirmifh-b(  rdcrs. 
t$  and  inroads.  Dunbar,  earl  of  March,  fince  his 
rebellion  againft  the  Scottiih  King,  had  aided  the 
Englifh  to  inflict  many  more  mifchiefs,  and  thofe 
much  more  fevere,  upon  the  Scots  of  the  frontier 
counties,  than  the  £ngli(h  themfelves  could  poHi- 
blyhave  exercifed.  March,  di/honoured  and  aa 
exile,  was  relentlefs  in  his  vengeance,  and  unwea- 
ried in  his  hoililities :  the  Piercie$  of  Northum- 
berland,-efpecially  the  impetuous  Hot/pur ^  were 
leaders,  by  their  military  talents  and  their  pailion 
for  unceafmg  warfare,  peculiarly  formidable  to  the 
Scottiih  barons  who  had  to  oppofe  them.  But, 
thefe  barons,  among'  whom  the  chief  was  the 
earl  of  Douglas,  who  ftill  held  the  caftle  of  Dun- 
bar, were  not  negligent  to  refift,  nor  flow  to  reta- 
liate the  hoftilities  of  Dunbar  and  his  Engli(h  con- 
federates. Haliburton  of  Dirlton,  conducted  a  pil- J'^^e  32d. 
jlaging  expedition  againft  the  £nglifli,  in  which  he 

and 
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Sect.  t.  ^nd  his  tTooD  {mccefsfully  advanced  to  a  coitrider- 
able  diftance,  into  the  enemy's  country,  fpread 
devaftation  wherever  they  paffed,  and  returned 
with  a  large  booty,  home.  Andther  fimilar  expe- 
dition was  not  long  after  led  by  Patrick  Hepburn 
of  Hailes,  but  with  different  fortune.  Hepburn 
and  his  company  ravaged  and  laid  wafte  with  ter- 
rible deftruftion,  thofe  territories  of  the  Englifli, 
through  which  they  paffed,  and  might  have  alfo 
retreated  in  fafety,  had  not  their  leader,  contrary 
to  the  advice  of  his  friends,  protracted  the  time  of 
their  ftay  for  a  day  longer  than  had  been  original- 
ly intended.  The  earl  of  March  and  the  warriours 
of  Northumberland  thus  gained  time  to  take  arms, 
and  haftened  to  intercept  the  fpoilers  in  their  re- 
turn. On  Ncfbit-iftore,  the  Scots  found  an  Eng- 
liih  force,  under  the  command  of  March,  awaiting 
their  approach.  Both  parties  inftantly  rufhed  into 
conflict:  they  fought  with  foricus  rage,  w^ith  fteady 
lirmnefs :  the  event  was  long  doubtful,  yet  feemed 
at  laft  about  io  be  unfavourable  to  the  Englifli. 
Jilft  then  came  up  George  Dunbar  fon  to  the  carl 
of  March,  with  a  troop  of  thirty  horfes,  and  on 
each  two  riders,  to  his  father's  aid.  The  feafona- 
blc  appearance  of  this  reinforcement  determined 
the  viftory  againft  the  Scots.  H«?pburn  bimfelf 
and  not  a  few  of  the  braveft  of  his  companions 
fell :  two  knights  of  the  name  of  Haliburton,  two 
pf  the  name  ef  Cockburn^  with  Robert  Lawder  of 
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the  Bafs,  and  many  gallant  efquires,  were  macleS«cT.  l 
priicmers*. 

Such  an  overthrow  was  not  to  be  long  left  un« 
revenged  by  the  Scots.  The  earl  of  Douglas^  now 
poSe&ngj  next  after  the  duke  of  Albany,  the  chief 
authority  in  the  kingdom,  was  impatient  to  diftin« 
guifli  himfelf  by  leading  fome  grand  enterprizes  a- 
gainft  the  Englifh.  In  his  hands  were  the  caftles 
of  Edinb.urgh  and  Dunbar  ;.  almoft  all  the  military 
force  of  the  border-counties,  was  ready  to  obey  his 
fummoQS.  Albany  encouraged  his  ardour  y  the 
flower  of  the  young  nobility  haftened  to  (hare  the 
glory  of  a  grand  ezpeditionj^  upon  which  Douglas, 
at  the  command,  or  with  the  approbation  of  the 
King  and  the  governor,  prepared  to  go.  This  hoft 
proceeded,  rejoicing,  upon  their  enterprize.  The 
bordering  parts  of  Northumberland  were  without 
protection  againfl:  their  ravages  :  and  they  advan- 
ced with  an  exulting,  deftroying  career,  as  far  as 
Newcaftle.  But,  Dunbar  and  the  Piercies  in  th^ 
mean  while,  muttered  their  forces,  and  awaited 
the  return  of  the  fpoilers,  at  Milfieid.  Afcending 
the  heights  of  Homildown,  on  their  way  home- 
ward, the  Scots,  with  fuddeo  confufion,  there  be- 
held the  Engliih  hoft,  ready  in  array,  to  intercept 
their  march.  The  Englifh  were  moved  with  un- 
controulable  fury,  at  fight  of  the  fpoilers.  Yet, 
Punbar,  with  difficulty,  perfuaded  the  impetuous 

Hotfpur 
•  Fordan.XV.  13,  &c 
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sccT.  I.    Hotfpur  not  to  riik  the  danger  of  leading  his  fpear* 
euAp.  viL        *       111..  t«o  1 

y^it^y^^  men  up  the  declivity,  to  attack  the  Scots  on  the 

^  ^'  heights  J  but  only  to  dired  the  Englifli  archers 
Battle  of  with  their  long  bows,  to  gall  the  Scots  from  a  dif- 
4ewa.  tance ;  fince  the  Scots  were  either  unarmed  with 
bows,  or  had  bows  of  which  .the  range  was  far  from 
being  fo  wide  as  that  of  the  bows  of  the  Engliih. 
His  <x>unfel  was  followed  ;  the  Scots,  unwilling  to 
forego  the  advantages  of  their  pofition,  and  to  de- 
fceod  into  the  {dain,  were  for  a  while  annoyed  with 
terrible  efFe£t  At  iaf];,  the  brave  Sir  John  Swin- 
ion,  unable  loager  to  endure  the  attack  without 
reiiftaoce,  called,  with  a  laud  fliout  of  rage,  upon 
his  fellow-foldiers,  to  follow  him  down  the  decli- 
vity, where,  if  tfaey  ihould  fall,  they  might  at  leaft 
not  fall  unrevenged.  His  voice  was  heard  with  fym- 
pathetic  enthufiaf m  by  all  around ;  infomuch  that  A- 
dam  Gordon  of  Cordon,  one  of  the  braveft  men  in 
the  hoft,  and  until  now^  the  mortal  foe  of  Swinton; 
now  eagerly  kneded  before  his  bold  adverfary,  in^ 
treated  his  forgivenefs,  and  requefted  the  honour  of 
being  invefled  with  the  .eniigns  of  knighthood  by 
Swinton's  hands,  as  by  the  bands  of  the  braved 
tnan  within  the  ifle.  No  fooner  had  this  enthufiaftic 
reconciliation  between  Swinton  and  Gordon  pafled, 
than  thefe  two  knights  with  an  hundred  brave  com- 
rades, who  eagerly  joined  them,  rufhed  down  into 
•clofe  combat  with  the  Engliih,  in  which,  after  ex- 
erting themfelves  with  incredible  valour,  and  mak- 
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ing  a  terrible  havock  among  the  enemy,  they  werc^wT.  l 
themfelves  at  lad  all  ilain.  After  their  fall,  thev 
reft  of  the  Scottiih  army  was  eafily  broken  and 
fcattered  in  flight.  Great  was  the  flaughter  of  the 
Tanqnifhed  Scots ;  and  a  multitude  were  made  pri- 
foners.  Douglas  himfelf,  the  leader  of  the  expe- 
dition ;  Mordac  Stewart,  eldeft  fon  to  the  duke  of 
Albany  ;  the  earls  of  Moray  and  Angus  ;  with  a 
Yery  great  number  of  diftinguifhed  barons ;  and 
indeed  all  the  flower  of  the  Scottiih  hoft,  who  out- 
lived the  battle,  were  taken  captives*^. 

PiERCY  ardently  purfued  his  viftory  into  Scot- 
land ;  and  while  the  Scots  amid  their  firft  confter- 
nation,  were  incapable  of  effedual  reiiftaince ;  ra- 
vaged the  counties.contiguous  to  the  border,  made 
himfelf  matter  of  feveral  cailles  of  inferior  ftrength, 
and  laid  fiege  to  that  of  Cocklaws  in  Teviotdale. 
AiTailing  this  caftle  with  the  proper  artillery,  and 
with  all  that  impetuofity  which  he  had  exercifed 
in  the  field,  he  fooa  made  fuch  an  impreflion  upon 
it,  as  convinced  the  garrifon,  that,  if  not  relieved, 
they  muft  be  quickly  brought  to  a  furrender.  The 
fears  of  the  garrifoti  on  the  one  hand ;  and  on  the 
other,  their  gallant  defence  which  in  fpite  of  all 
Piercy's  eflforts,  retarded  beyond  his  expedation^ 
the  final  fuccefs  of  the  fiege  :  Thefe  circumflances 
together,  difpofed  both  parties  to  defire  a  fliort 

truce. 
*  Fordan. — HollixUbed. 
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s«cT. »/  tfoce.    A  truce  of  fa  wedcs  was  ^agreed  upon,  un- 

^^^r^^  der  thk  condition,  that  i#  the  garrifon  were  not 

uJs.*    ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  relieved  by  aid  froai  Scotland, 

Hotfpor   the  caftle  ifaould  then  be  delitered  into  the  hands 

the  Scot-  of  the  £ng)i(h.    Piercy's  ambition  and  refentment, 

to  aTcUi.i>t  the  mean  time,  drove  him  into  rebellion  againft 

^i^  his  ^^*  ^^^  fovereign ;  and  the  profecution  of  the 

foTereijtt.  g^ge  of  the  caftle  of  Cocklaws  was  forgotten.  The 

duke  of  Albany  muftered  an  army,  marched  footh- 

ward  againft  the  Englilh,  while  they  were  no  loog^ 

ready  to  oppofe  him,  relieved  the  garrifon  of  Cock* 

laws  within  the  term  fpedfied  in  the  truce,  and  re* 

covered  all  thofe  places  which  had  been  yielded  to 

Piercy,  in  confequence  of  his  vi£lory  at  HomiU 

down.    Thefe  fuccefliss  of  Albany  in  part  confoled 

the  nation  for  the  late  difafter*. 

Meanwhile,  the  Pierci^s  had  taken  arms^ 
and  marched  in  hoftile  array  againft  their  king. 
Not  many  years  had  elapfed,  fince  the  earl  of 
NiM'thnmberiand,  with  his  brother  and  fons,  had 
been  the  firft  to  join  the  duke  of  Hereford  in  fais 
attempts  againft  King  Richard,  and  throughout 
the  enterpri.'ze,  the  moft  ardent  to  pufli  it  to  its  full 
BCGomplifhment  in  the  depofition  of  Richard,  and 
the  exakation  of  Henry  upon  his  throne.  Honours, 
dfices,  eftates  beftowed  with  royal  liberality,  had 
rewarded  thofe  feafpnabk  and  guilty  fervicet  of 

the 
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the  Northambriafi  chiefs.  •  But,  from  bencfisi^ofs,***^^;  1^^^ 
they  knew  act  how  to  defcend  to  the  humble  fub-v 


miiSion  and  obedience  of  fubjefts :  remembering,  ^^'J^ 
that  but  for  them,  Henry  had  not  been  a  King ; 
they  feemed  to  fancy,  that  he  ought  to  reign  only 
for  the  purpofe  of  gratifying  their  wifhes,  and  mak< 
ing  himfelf  fubfervienc  to  their  interefts  :  he  could 
not  grant  every  thing,  nor  could  they  endure  re- 
fnfal.  A  mutual  coolnefs  foon  enfued  between 
thofe  nvho  had  been  once,  mod  clofely  knit  toge- 
ther :  Henry  became  jealous  of  the  greatnefs  and 
pride  t>£  the  Piercies ;  ^nd  they  became  fufpicious 
of  hh  defigns  againft  their  fafety.  Their  fuccefTes 
againft  the  Scots ;  his  feverity  to  fome  of  their  re- 
latioK ;  and  at  lait  his  demand  of  the  prifoners. 
they  had  taken  at  Homildown,  and  Hotfpur's  an- 
gry refufal ;  brought  matters  to  an  extremity  be- 
ivetn  thole  potent  barons  and  their  foverdgn; 
and  drove  tbetn  into  open  rebellion.  No  fooner 
bad  the  Piercies  taken  their  refolution  than  they 
conciliated  tibe  aiiiafice  of  their  Scottiih  prifoner, 
the  earl  of  Douglas ;  relinquiflied  the  profecotion 
of  hoitilities  againft  the  Scots ;  by  correfpondeace 
with  Owen  Glendower,  fomented « a  rebellion  in 
Wales ;  folicited,  and  not  without  fuccefs,  many 
of  the  other  northern  Englilh  barons  to  joia  them; 
and  tbed  with  one  army  of  about  twelve  thodaad 
mes,  which  was  to  be  followed  by  powerful  rein^ 
forcements,  young  Piercy  marched  to  meet  his 
Vol.  Ill,  A  a  King 
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^«cT.  I     King  in  battle  at  Shrewlbury.     A  bloody    battle 
v...^-v*w  was  there  fought,  in  which  Douglas  fighting  on 
i4o»^o  *^^  ^^"^^  ^f  Piercy  his  former  antagonift,  diilin- 
T^«  '^^**Kui(hed  himfelf  by  afts  of  mat  chiefs  valour ;   Picr^ 
Piercns    cy  fought  with  the  mod  heroic  intrepidity ;  an4 
by  both  armies  Aie  conteft  was  obdinately  and  6« 
qually  maintained,  till  Piercy  fell,  mortally  wounds 
ed  by  an  unknown  hand,  and  his  followers  then 
confounded  by  his  fall,  and  thinking  it  vain  to  re* 
new  the  combat ;  gave  way,  and  fled  on  all  hands* 
The  rebellion  was  prolonged  by  fome  fubfequent 
attempts  of  the  old  earl  of  Northumberland  and 
the  other  confederates.  But  Henry  at  laft  triumph- 
ed over  all  his  rebel-barpns,  rfeftjred  his  authoritjr 
throughout  all  the  counties  of  his  kingdom,  and 
drove  the  furvivlng  Fiercies  to  feek  refuse  in  Scot« 
land*. 

Influence       This  civiI  waT  in  England  greatly  weakened  th^ 
ofthefee  ftrength  of  theEnglifhon  the  borders:  and  not- 
the  coodiwithltandrng  the  captivity  or  lo  many  of  the  Scot- 
$c9u.  *  *^tifli  nobles,  virtually  reftored  to  the  Scots  thofe  ad- 
vantages which  they  had  loft  by  the  unfortunate 
event  of  the  battle  of  Homildown.     While  the 
Fiercies  fought^aid  out  of  Scotland  againft  their 
fovereign  ;  Henry  was  glad  to  pacify  the  hoftility 
qf  the  Scots  by  a  truce  which  might  for  a  time  fave 
die  northern  diftricls  from  their  inroads.      Th^ 

Scots, 
*  HolHofhed  : — FoeJeraVITl.  289.292.  313,  3J4.  32#w 
SUt  kc.  >— J.  Major.  Lib,  Vl.  C.  8. 
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Scots,  to  recover  fome  of  their  nobles  from  capti-^/^^-V,.. 
vity,  were  not  unwilling  to  fpare  the  t.nghm  in  thev 
feafon  of  their  inteftiae  calamities. — The  fall  p(  the 
Piercies  was  fortunate  to  the  Scots :  for,  that 
greatnefs  to  which  they  had  arifen,  had  proved  a 
bulwark  to  England,  againll  Scottifh  ibvafion ;  and 
by  their  ruin,  this  bulwark  was  beaten  down*. 

Robert  the  Third  had  many  years  fince  funk 
into  all  the  bodily  infirmity,  and  the  weaknefs  of 
];nind,  incident  to  extreme,  old  age ;  although  he 
bad  not.  yet  attained  to  that  very  advanced  term  of 
life.  His  parental  affedions  furvived  the  vigour 
q£  his  underflanding.  The  unhappy  death  of  his. 
elded  fon,  David,  left  a  deep  and  afBiding  impref* 
(ion  upon  his  mind.  He  lamented  the  follies  of 
the  unfortunate  youth ;  bitterly  reproached  him- 
felf  for  having  fo  eafily  yielded  to  put  him  into  th^ 
power  of  his  enemies  ;  regarded  Albany  with  ab- 
horrence and  dread,  as  the  enemy  of  the  lives  of  ^ 
his  children,  the  murthercr  of  his  fon,  and  yet  too 
potent  to  be  puniflied,  or  even  to  be  removed  from 
that  adminiftration  of  the  government  which  he 
had  fo  long  exercifed.  James,  the  King's  fecpnrf 
foil,  ftill  furvived,  but  was  too  young  to  guard  his 
own  life  againft  his  uncle's  arts ;  if  Albany  were 
indeed  difpofed  to  open  for  himfelf,  accefs  to  mount 
the  throne,  by  the  murther  of  his  brother's  child. 
IVembling  under  thefe  fears,  Robert  determined  to 

fend 
♦  Eoftdcra  VIIL  321. 
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*«cT.  I,  fend  the  prince  abroad  to  France,  where  he  might 
receive  the  education  befitting  his  high  hopes,  and 
might  remain  in  fafety  at  the  court  of  a  faithful 
ally,  until  he  fliould  attain  the  full  maturity  of 
manhood.  It  was  in  the  profped  of  his  own  fpeedy 
diflblution,  that  Robert  contrived  this  fcheme  for 
the  fafety  of  his  fon  ;  for  he  was  willing  rather  to 
abandon  the  kin^om  for  a  while  after  his  deceafe, 
to  the  fway  of  his  brother,  than  to  leave  the  life  ot 
its  heir  alfo  at  hi^  mercy.  At  the  command  of  the 
King  therefore,  but  without  his  brother's  know- 
ledge, Sinclair,  earl  of  Orkney,  with  a  fditaUe 
number  of  attendants,  prepared  to  conduft  the 
prince  to  France.  A  company  of  gallant  Scottifii 
gentlemen  cfcorted  them  to  the  Bafs,  where  they 
for  fome  time  waited  an  opportunity  to  fail.  They 
jamc»  of  fet  fail ;  but  alas  I  before  they  could  begin  to  hoW 
taken  "  ftway  from  the  Britifh  coafl,  were  unfortunately  in- 
byiiilf'  tercepted  by  an  Englilh  (hip  of  war,  and  in'  their 
EogiiA.  veflel,  were  with  their  prince,  carried,  as  prifoners, 
into  Flamborough-Head*^. 

The  news  of  the  captivity  of  his  fon,  quickly 
reached  the  ears  of  good  King  Robert.  A  truce 
at  this  time  fubfifted  between  England  and  Scot- 
land. But,  for  fuch  a  prize  as  the  Scottiih  prince, 
the  Englifli  monarch  could  without  fcruple  violate 
his  plighted  faith.     Robert,  already  near  to  the 

clofe 

*  Fordun.  L.  XV-  C.  18  :— J.  Major.  L.  VI.  C.  8  ;-• 
Buchanan.  L.  X  :— Lcfl.  res  gcfUc.  P.  257. 
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clofc  of  his  life,  could  not  fupport  the  idea  of  theS«cT.  i. 
ihiftration  of  his  parental  care,  and  the  perhaps  «,.#%^^«a^ 
perpetual  captivity  of  his  only  fon.  He  languiflied  j\?^. 
for  a  few  days,  and  then  expired,  in  his  caftle  of 
Rothfay  in  theifle  of  Bute,  in  the  year  one  thoa- 
fand  four  hundred  and  fix,  the  fixteenrh  of  his 
rdgn.  Bodily  infirmities,  and  the  indolence  of 
his  difpofition  had  withdrawn  him  from  almoft  all 
public  affairs,  fince  a  period  even  prior  to  his  ac« 
ceifion  to  the  throne.  During  his  whole  reign, 
the  government  was  adminiftered  almoft  ezclu- 
fivdy  by  the  duke  of  Albany  and  the  earls  of 
Douglas.  He  was  tall,  ftately,  and  graceful  in  hh 
perfonal  form.  His  manners  were  gentle  and  a^^ 
miable :  fo  far  as  he  was  at  all  capable  of  refolu* 
tion  and  exertion  ;  his  condud  was  humane  and 
Tirtuous :  but  the  feeblenefs  of  his  character,  hin« 
dered  his  virtues  from  being  eminently  beneficial 
to  his  kingdom*. 

*  Forduo.  L.  XV.  C  19* 


Chap. 

i  •  '. 

i    I 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^  KBTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.     [>ookTI^ 

fccr.  i.  '  V* 

^..^-v^a-  Chai^terVIIL  '^ 

from  the  diatb  §f  Romemt  the  TmJtify  tg  f^e  retur/ff 
of  Jamb^  the  fiz^r^  fnm  bis  captivity  t«jE»jff^ 
land.  '  , 

ixncoi         ^  change  in  the  adminiftration  of  jthe  ,^Gp(tifl|i 
«fceg^-     government,  ebfued  from  the  deat))  pf  t^  J^fQEV 
after  the  while  hift  fon  and  heir  was  abfent  in  cap^xffit^«r 
Robert     Albany  continued  to  exercife  without  co^trouL 
.thai  authority  which  had  long  been  in  his  hvuis : 
the  nobles  Acknowledged  him  regent  of  ,tfae  king- 
dom,  and  profefled  to  obey  him,  but  lived  every 
one  notwithftanding)  on  his  own  eftates,  in  a  cpn^ 
dition  of  almoft  entire  independence ;  the  diftant 
clans  of  the  Northern  Highlands  and  the  Hebodin 
an  Ifles,  fiili  contemned  the  powers  of  government^ 
as  they  had  done  before  :  with  the  Englilh,  a  war 
of  ikirmiihes  an  J  incurfions  contin^efl  tp  be  fiilU 
from  time  to  time,  carried  oal^. 

After  various  enterprizes  of  mutual  hoftility^ 
^TdJino-^'^  which  neither  nation  gained  any  important  ad* 
liiioD  of   vant<^ge ;  the  Scots  at  lafl  made  themfelves  maf- 
(4iUc/     ters  oi  the  caftle  of  Jedburgh,  which  had  remained 
in  the  pofftffion  of  the  Englifh,  ever  fince  the  on- 
fortunate  battle  of  Durham.     It  was  difmantled 

and 
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and  levelled  to  the  ground ;  a  latbour  which  could  S^>«T.f. 
&ot  be  e&ded  without  great  difficulty »  on  account  v 


of  the  maffioefs  of  it$  walls,  and  the  almoil  rocky  ^^ 
cobefioa  of  the  cement  with  which  they  had  been 
built.  The  reftoration  of  the  forfeited  earl  of 
Duqbar  to  his  eftates  and  honours,  foon  after  fbU 
}owed.  He  bad  made  his  peace  with  Archibald 
earl  of  Douglas,  the  moft  potent  of  his  enemies : 
The  prince  whofe  marriage  had  ofiended  him  ;  the 
Xing  againft  whom  he  had  rifen  in  rebellion,  were 
no  more :  Albany  was  defirous  to  conciliate  to 
himlelf  'and  his  own  family  as  general  favour  a$ 
poffible  among  the  nobility  :  And  the  fer  vices  of  the 
Dimbars  and  their  adherents  were  {till  greatly 
Wanted  Sot  the  defence  of  the  eaftern  marches 
Within  no  long  time  after  the  Dunbars  ^crc  re* 
ftored  to  the  pofleffion  of  the  earldom  and  caftle  of 
Dunbar;  Faftcaftle  was  recovered  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Englifli  by  a  mafterly  and  boldy  executed  ' 
flratagem  of  Patrick  Dunbar,  the  earl's  fon.  Hoi- 
den,  ks  captain,  who  had  long  annoyed  the  Scots 
with  Angular  activity  both  by  fea  and  land,  was 
fortunately  made  prifoner*. 

.A  TEMPEST  arifing  from  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  ifland,  foon  after  threatened  to  fpread  de- 
vacation  far  and  wide  over  the  Scottifli  territories. 
Donald,  lord  of  the  Hebudian  Ifles,  claiming  the 

earldonx 
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bect.l    earldom  of  Rofs  in  inheritance,  had  his  claims  re- 

Cb.  VIII. 


fufed  by  the  Regent.  He  rcfolved  to  right  himfelf 
jf^'  by  force  of  arms,  took  pofft^ilion  of  Rofsfhire,  and 
then  defcended  with  an  army  of  ten  thoufand  men, 
I  levied  out  of  Rofs  and  the  Hebadae,  to  invade  and 
ravage  the  didriAs  lying  fouth  and  ea^  from  the 
lattieof  territories  of  which  he  was  lord.  At  Harlaw  in 
HarUw.  jyjj^yyg^  i^g  ^j^  oppofed  by  the  carl  of  Marrc,  the 
Iheriff  of  Angus,  and  all  the  troops  which  they 
could  aifemble  to  oppofe  the  invafion.  A  defpe- 
rate  and  bloody  battle  was  there  fought,  with  ter- 
rible  flaughter  on  both  fides,  but  en«ling  in  the 
defeat  of  the  invaders.  The  Regent  himfelf  hat* 
ing  aflembled  a  numerous  army,  foon  after  purfued 
Donald  to  his  caftle  of  Dingwall  in  RofsflHre;  took 
chat  caftle  in  tlie  end  of  autumn  ;  and  in  the  enfu- 
ing  fpring  returning  with  his  forces  to  perfed  the 
object  of  the  expedition,  reduced  the  ifland-chief- 
tain  at  laft  to  entire  fubmiffion ;  compelling  him 
to  do  homage,  to  fwear  allegiance,  and  to  giv<; 
hoftages*. 

During  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  who  had 
now  fucceeded  his  father,  Henry  the  Fourth,  on 
the  Engliih  throne ;  France  was  again  the  great 
theatre  of  the  military  adventures  of  the  Englifh. 
llie  unhappy  alienation  of  mind  under  which  the 
French  King,  Charles  the  Sixth,  occaiionally  la- 
boured ', 

•  Fordun.  XV.  C,  21  :— J.  Major.  Lib.  VI.  C.  10;- 
Buchanan.  Lib.  X. 
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boured  ;  and  the  diiTenfions  with  which  his  nobles  ^^ci**  i* 

C«.  VIII. 

diftrafted  the  court  arid  kingdom  ;  invited  Henry  v^^iv^ 
of  England  to  feize  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  j^'^* 
of  renewing  thofe  claims  which  Edward  the  lliird 
and  his  brave  fon  the  Black  Prince  had  fruitlefsly, 
although  glorioufly,purfued,at  an  immenfe  expence 
of  blood  and  treafure.  On  the  Scottifh  confines, 
therefore,  the  Englifli  unwillingly  fuBfered  the  lifual 
hoftilities  to  languifh.  The  Scottish  Regent,  and 
the  other  nobles  of  the  kingdom,  amid  their  anxi- 
ety to  recover  from  captivity  their  fons  and  rela- 
tions whom  the  defeat  at  Hpmildown  had  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  Englifli ;  were  willing  to  paufe, 
for  a  time,  from  that  eternal  warfare  which  the 
Scots  feemed  to  be  doomed  to  exercife  againft  their 
fouthern  neighbours.     France  folicited  the  aid  of  ^^tcr- 

courfc 

the  Scottifli  warriours,  and  fondly  received  thofe  with  Eng- 
unquiet  and  martial  fpirits  from  Scotland,  who^ 
being  capable  to  enjoy  life  only  amid  the  ardour 
and  the  perilous  aftivity  of  war,  impatiently  haften- 
ed  to  feek  thofe  military  enterprizes  abroad,  from 
which  they  were  for  fome  moments  withheld  at 
home.  But,  the  French  were  themfelves  too  com- 
pletely occupied  in  their  own  country,  to  fend  any 
forces  into  Scotland  for  the  purpofe  of  exciting  the 
Scots  to  the  infradion  of  their  truces  with  the! 
Englifli,  and  of  aiding  them  in  the  invasion  of  the 
Englifli  territories.  Nay,  the  young  King  of  the 
Scots  himfelf,  however  carelefs  his  tmcle,  the  Re- 
VoL.  III.  B  b  ^  gent, 
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Sect.  I.  gent,  might  be  of  his  perfonal  welfare,  was,  ncver- 
thelefs,  from  the  confideration  that  the  eyes  of  all 
the  Scots  were  turned  towards  him,  a  pledge  in  the 
hands  of  the  Englifli  monarch;  pofleiCng  which,  he 
might  aiTure  himfelf,  that  no  very  formidable  hofti- 
lities  would  be,  in  the  mean  time,  atchieved  by 
the  Scots  againft  England.  Some  petty  ads  of 
warfare  were,  however,  mutually  exercifed,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  period,  between  the  two  rival  nations* 
Douglas  liberated  from  his  captivity  }  and  having 
obtained  the  earldom  of  Annandale,  in  exchange 
for  the  caftle  of  Dunbar,  furrendered  to  its  ancient 
lord  ;  made  an  inroad  into  the  weftern  counties  of 
England,  and  burnt  the  town  of  Penrith.  The  in- 
juries of  this  inroad  "were  foon  again  retaliated  by 
the  Englifh,  in  an  expedition  in  which  they  wafted 
Annandale  and  Nithfdale^  and  deflroyed,  by  fiire^ 
the  town  of  Dumfries.  Haliburton  of  Faftcaftle 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  Werk-caftle  in  Northumber- 
land, by  a  fudden  flratagem*  But,  Sir  Robert 
Ogle,  with  a  confiderable  Englifli  force,  comings 
foon  after,  againfl;  it,  fent  fome  of  his  men  to  fcale 
the  walls  upon  one  fide,  while  he  himfelf  amufed 
the  Scots  within,  with  a  parley  on  the  other ;  and 
having  thus  trcacheroufly  recovered  the  caftlej  put 
to  death  all  the  Scots  within  it,  and  threw  their 
dead  bodies  ignominioufly  from  the  walls.  By 
ranfom  or  by  exchange,  moft  of  the  Scottifli  nobles 
whom  the  battle  of  Homildown  had  made  prifon- 

ers 
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crs  to  the  Englifli,  were,  at  length,  recovered  to^'^T.  i. 
the  fervice  of  their  country.     Murdac,  the  Regent's  v-...^v-nJ 
eldeft  fon,  was  liberated  in  exchange  for  Henry  ,^J^' 
Piercy  the  fon  of  Hotfpur,  whom  his  grahdfather 
had  brought  into  Scoiland  for  refuge  from  the 
wrath  of  Henry  the  Fourth ;  who  had  been  de-    ' 
tained  in  Scotland  a  prifoner,  yet  at  the  fame  time 
liberally  entertained,  and  carefully  educated  ;  and ' 
whom  the  returning  favour  of  Henry  the  Fifth  now 
recalled  into  England  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring 
him  to  the  honours  and  pofieiTions  of  his  forefa- 
thers.    An  effort  was  made  by  the  earl  of  Douglas, 
at  the  head  of  one  divifion  of  a  numerous  army, 
to  wreft  the  town  and  caftle  of  Roxburgh  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  ^ngliflij  while  the  Regent  him* 
ielf,  with  the  oth^r  divifion  of  (he  fame  army,  laid 
iiege  to  Berwick.     But,  by  whatever  means,  both 
thefe  attempts  were  fruftrated,  and  the  leaders  and 
their  followers  returned  home  with  the  difgrace  of 
having  atchieved  nothing  worthy  of  the  prepara- 
tions they  had  made,  and  the  expectations  which 
they  had  excited  *t 

It  was,  comparatively,  a  period  of  tranquillity 
and  rich  plenty  which  the  Scots^  in  the  mean  time, 
enjoyed  at  home.     Free  from  thofe  invafions  which 
had  haraffed  their  country  in  the  days  of  Robert  . 
and  of  David  Bruce  j  they  could  feed  their  flocks 

and 

*  Fordun.  XV.  2^.  31:— Fccdcra,  VIII.  345.  457.  635:— 
Kollinflicd,  545,  &c. 
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Sect.  I.    and  hcrds,  plough  their  fields,  and  inhabit  their 

Ch.  VIH.  .  ^         ,  r   r  T.  r 

cottages  m  peace  and  farety.     £xcuriions,  inroads. 


1^66^    and  fkirmilhes,  upon  the  borders  could  not  depo- 
pulate  and  lay  wafte  the  land,  as  thofe  invafions 
had  done,  which  penetrated  into  its  interior  parts, 
f^  and  alnioft  to  its  remotefl:  northern  extremities; 

Epidemical  difeafcs,  at  times,  cut  off  the  people  in 
multitudes ;  tempefts  occafionally  deftrpyed  the 
hopes  of  the  harvefl: ;  famine  added  its  evils  in 
fome  feafons,  to  the  ordinary  miferies  of  rude  life  : 
But,  as  in  the  days  of  the  two  former  monarchs  of 
the  Stewarts  race,  fo  in  the  period  while  Albany- 
was'  Regent,  and  his  nephew^  James  a  captive  ii^ 
England  ;  wealth  fe^ms  to  have  been  continually 
augmented,  and  the  condition  of  focial  life  im- 
Tntcftine  proved  ju  Scotland.  Yet,  frequent  feuds  ftill  arofe 
a^ccf.  among  the  clans,  and  the  families  of  rival  barons. 
People  who  knew  no  trade  but  war,  were  ever 
ready  to  draw  their  fwords  ;  and  while  they  fan- 
cied that  they  well  knew  how  to  right  themfelves 
when  injured,  conftantly  fcorned  the  interference 
of  public  juftice  for  the  fettlement  of  their  differ- 
ences. A  remarkable  inftance  of  this  fpirit  was 
exhibited  ia  the  murther  of  Graham  earl  of  Stra- 
thern,  by  his  vaffal  Drummond  of  Concraig  j  who, 
in  violation  of  friendly  vows  which  had  been  re- 
cently  exchanged  between  them,  and  of  the  ties  of 
brotherhood  contra£led  by  the  marriage  of  Drum- 
mond to  the  fitter  of  Graham  j  bafely,  affaffinated 

the 
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the  carl  at  the  town  of  Crieff  in  Strathern.    In  theS«cT.  i. 
diftant  Highlands^  private  wars  were  inceffantlyu^^v^ 
waged,  and  rapine  and  Siffaffination  were  ftill  mu-  ^f^^^* 
tually  exercifed  between  rival  clans..    In  the  year 
fourteen  hundred  and  fix,  a  famous  engagement 
of  this  nature,  was  fought  on  the  confines  between 
Rpfs  and  Sutherland,  by  a  band  of  the  Mackays ' 
from  Sutherland,    purfuing  a   company  of   the 
Macleods  of  Lewes,  who  had  fpoiled  their  coun- 
try.    The  widow  of  Mackay  being  alfo  the  fifter 
of  Macleod  of  Lewes,  was  unkindly  ufed  by  his 
brother  whom  he  had  left  tutor  to  his  children.    . 
Her  brother  Macleod  coming  to  vifit  her  and  re- 
drefs  her  wrongs,  fpoiled  a  wide  diftrid  in  Suther<* 
land,  chiefly  the  property  of  the  Mackays,  in  re- 
venge for  the  injuries  done  to  his  filler.     He  was 
purfued  on  his  return  towards  his  own  ifle  by  the 
men  of  Sutherland.    A  defperate  conflict  took 
place;  Macleod  with  his  company  were  flain ;  and 
the  Mackays  returned  exulting  in  the  deftrufbioa. 
of  their  foes,  and  fcornful  of  all  efforts  which  the 
governor  and  his  oflicers  might  be  excited  to  make 
for  the  puniihment  of  the  diforderly  turbulence  of 
either  the  vidors  or  the  vanquiflicd*. 

Otheh  difcords  were,  in  the  fame  period,  ex- Religious 
cited  in  Scotland^  by  fchifms  in  religion,  and  bySonr**' 
ambitious  contefts  among  the  princes  of  the  Ro- 

mifli 
*  Fordun :— Confli<as  of  the  Clam. 
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s«cT.  I.    mifli  hierarchy.    The  conqucfts  of  the  barbarians, 
by  whom  the   Roman  Empire  was  overthrown. 


j^^'  long  fufpended  by  their  malignant  influence,  every 
thing  like  Kterary  ami  fcientific  purfuits,  even  in 
the  convents  of  the  clergy,  the  only  fchools  of 
learning  which  were  left  in  Europe.  It  was  not 
until  thofe  barbarians  had  been  univerfally  con- 
verted to  Chriftianity  ;  till  after  Charlemagne  had 
again  comprehended  Germany,  France,  and  Italy, 
in  one  empire ;  till  the  Romifh  hierarchy  had  di£- 
fufed  itfelf  in  full  vigour  over  all  the  weftern 
world  ;  till  the  crufades  had  renewed  the  intcr- 
courfe  between  the  eaft  and  the  wefl ;  that  learning 
and  fcience  began  to  be  revived  in  the  fchools  of 
the  Romifti  monafteries.  They  were  revived  ia 
the  forms  of  theology,  amufing  herfelf  with  diJf- 
quifitions  into  the  nature  of  God,  angels,  and  (in- 
ful  man  ; — of  cafuiftry  and  ecclefiaftical  jurifpru- 
dence,  defining  the  different  meafures  of  crimes 
and  atonements,  and  maintaining  and  exercifing 
the  authority  and  privileges  of  the  church ;— of 
dialedical  logic  borrowed  from  the  Arabians,  and 
the  modern  Greeks; — of  legendary  lore,  com- 
memorating tales  of  vifions,  miracles,  combats, 
enchantments,  and  whatever  elfe  could  excite  won- 
^er,  or  impofe  upon  credulity  ;— of  fcriptorial  di- 
ligence, multiplying  the  copies  of  books,  which 
had  been  preferved  from  antiquity,  or  recently 
^mpofed  J — of  civil  law  dra.wn  from  the  recovere4 

^olle&ions 
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colleftions  of'  Juftinian,  and  eagerly  cultivated  foTp^^-  ^• 
the  improvement  of  the  policy  of  modern  Europe.  w^->rsj 
That  (lability  of  exiftence  which  the  kingdoms  of  ^^^^' 
Europe,  and  the  hierarchy  of  Rome  gradually  ac- 
quired, foon  aided  and  proted^ed  this  revival  of 
fcience  and  learning.     The  neceffity  of  employ- 
ment in  the  many  monafleries  in  which  fuch  a 
multitude  of  ecclefiaftics  were  fecluded  from  inter- 
courfe  with  the  world,  drove  many  among  them  to 
feek  in  the  purfuits  of  literature,  a  relief  from  the 
tedium  of  indolence  and  folitude.     They  medita- 
ted and  difputed,  and  wrote,  and  preached,  until* 
they  began  to  ftrike  out  fome  fparks  of  genuine 
light,  amid  the  thick  mental  darknefs  in  which 
they  were  immerfed.     Some  of  their  firft  difcover- 
ies  were  naturally  in  that  theology  in  which  they 
were  more  converfant  than  in  any  thing  clfe. '  It 
began  to  be  difcerned  that  religion  had  degenera-t    . 
ted  during  the  preceding  ages,  into  grofs  and  ab-. 
furd  fuperllition.     The  Albigenfes  in  France ;  ia 
Germany,  more  lately,  John  Hufs  and  Jerome  ; 
and  in  England,  the  famous  Wickliffe ;  had  be* 
gun  to  proteft  againft  the  ufurpations  of  the  hier- 
archy, and  the  abfurdities  of  the  Romifli  fuper- 
ftition.     Wickliffe  himfelf  had  been  fuffered  to  livii 
and  die  in  peace.     But,  the  fimplicity  of  the  gof- 
pel  to  which  he  ftrove  to  reduce  the  dodrines  and 
the  worfliip  of  Chriftianity,  was  too  inconfiflent 
with  the  prevalent  forms  and  opinions,  iiot  to 
I  alarm 
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»tcr.  I.    alarm  and  enrage  the  clergy.    His  followers  were 


eagerly  perfecuted  ;  their,  heretical  opinions  were 
I'^fiJi-  foon  conneded  with  crimes  againfl:  their  fovereign 
and  the  flate ;  the  fincerity  of  their  faith  was  tried, 
and  their  opinions  were  in  vain  endeavoured  to  be 
extirpated  at  the  flake,  the  block,  and  the  gibbet. 
From  Englahd,  even  amid  the  wars  which  divided 
the  two  nations,  the  herefy  of  Wickliffe  found  its 
way  into  Scotland*  In  Scotland,  as  in  England, 
the  zeal  of  the  clergy  foon  fprang,  with  eager  fury, 
to  fupprefs  it.  James  Refby,  an  ecclefiaftic,  ori- 
ginally from  England,  having,  with  great  applaufe, 
taught  in  Scotland,  the  dodrines  of  Wickliffe,  and, 
in  particular,  that  the  Pope  was  hut  z  pretended f 
vicar  of  Chrifl ;  and  that  none  but  a  man  of  holi- 
ncfs  in  heart  and  life,  could  be  either  Pope  or  Vi- 
car of  Chrifl  y  was  fummoned  before  an  aflembly 
of  the  clergy,  convidled  of  LoUardifm,  and  con- 
demned to  die  for  his  herefy.  This  trial  was  re- 
markable, as  being  the  firfl  endeavour  made  in 
Scotland,  to  extinguiih  the  kindling  flame  of  reli^ 
gious  reformation,  which  was  not  yet  to  break 
forth  with  any  flrong  ardour.  But,  it  ferved  not 
to  djgftroy  the  lurking  feeds  which  Refby's  preach- 
ing had  fown ;  for  t hefe  were  fondly  cherifhed  among 
,  the  people,  and  continued  to  be  preferved,  till  the 
fuperftitions  of  Rome  were  more  completely  ripen- 
ed for  their  overthrow*. 

#Noa 
*  Fordun.  XV.  20,  &c. 
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Nor  was  this  the  only  important  ecclefiaftical  ^«*^^-  '• 
tranfadion  that  took  place  in  thefe  times.     Theu«^v«>w 
Uriiverfity  of  St  Andrew's,  was,  in  the  year  one  j^^^' 
thoufand  fofpr  hundred  and  ten,  founded  by  the  Umveriity 

n  *rn  '         t^  r  of  Sr.  An- 

venerable  bilhop  Wardlaw.  Mimonanes  lent  from  drew'i 
the  general,  ecclefiaftical  Council  of  Conilance, 
and  from  the  two  rival  Popes,  Benedid  and  Mar- 
tin, of  whom  the  former  was  depofed,  the  latter 
exalted  by  that  council ;  came  to  engage  the  Scots 
to  take  part  in  a  qqarrel  which  had  already  divided 
almoft  all  the  reft  of  Europe*.  Albany  himfelf  was 
inclined  to  adhere  to  the  caufe  of  Benedid,  who 
had  been  before  reverenced  and  obeyed,  as  Pope. 
At  the  command  of  the  Regent,  Robert  Harding, 
I  mafter  in  theology,  undertook  to  maintain  the 
caufe  of  Benedict.  Againft  Harding,  and  in  fupport 
of  the  authority  of  the  Council  of  Conftance,  and 
the  validity  of  Martin's  eleftion,  the  whole  Uni- 
verfity  of  St  Andrew's,  arofe  with  one  voice.  The 
clergy  and  laity  of  the  kingdom,  ,were  divided  into 
two  parties.  An  aflembly  of  the  national  church 
met  at  Perth,  to  decide  in  a  matter  of  fuch  mag- 
nitude. Harding  there  ftrcnuoufly  maintained 
that  caufe  of  which  he  had  already  afTutned  the 
defence :  He  was  no  lefs  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  a 
monkof  the  name  of  Foggo.  His  pofi tions  were  at  laft 
condemned :  The  Univerlity  of  St  Andrew's,  the 
Council  of  Conftance  prevailed;  and  the  Scots  trans- 
fmed  their  veneration  from  Benedict  to  Martin*. 

Vgt.IIL  Cc  W«u-E 

•  Fordim.  XV.  U.  ' 
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Sect.  t.        WfirLE  thcfc  tranfa£lions  pafied  in  Scotland  : 

Cfi.VIH.  ^ 

Henry  the  Fifth  of  England  was,  in  France,  pnr- 
fuing  a  career  of  viQorics,  more  glorious  even 
Afl'airs  of  than  thofc  which  his  great-grandf;^ier  Edward 
the  Firft,  and  his  grand-uncle  the  Black  Prince, 
had  atchieved  in  the  fame  land.  Many  gallant 
Scots  had  already  repaired,  with  heroic  eager nef^, 
to  the  aid  of  the  ancient  allies  of  their  nation,  and 
had  fignalized  themfelves  in  the  war  by  manyilluflri- 
ous  deeds.  But  aid  more  powerful  \vas  yet  wanted  to 
avert  the  fall  of  the  Frcnch  n^onarchy.  At  the  ear- 
neft  rcqueft  of  the  King  pf  France  and  his  miiiifters, 
the  Scottifli  Regent  c|ifpatphed  his  own  fecond  fon, 
John,earlofBuchan,  with  young  Archibald  Douglas, 
earl  of  Wigton,  at  the  head  of  feven  thoufand  cho- 
fen  men,  to  wreak  their  hatred  againft  the  Englilb 
in  that  foreign  land,  and,  if  poflible,  to  fi:uftrate 
Henry's  ambitious  hopes  of  conquering  France. 
Henry  had,  however;  partly  by  the  incredible  fac- 
cefTes'of  his  arms,  particularly  in  the  famous  battle  of 
Azincour,  partly  by  the  difloyalty  and  diflenfions  of 
theFrench  nobles ;  reduced  the  French  King  to  accept 
fuch  a  peace  as  he  chofe  to  dictate,  before  jhe 
French  could  derive  any  efleftual  fupporr  from  the 
aid  of  their  Scottifli  allies.  Yet,  the  Dauphin,  the 
elded  fon  to  the  King  of  France,  finding  himfel/ 
not  only  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  treaty, 
but  by  its  conditions  wholly  bereft  of  his  expected 
inheritance,  flill  prolonged  the  war  even  againil 
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his  father's  mimfters  as  well  as  the  Enelifli,  with  def-'^*^^.  i. 

•^      '  Cu.  VII r. 

pcrate^  and,  for  a  while,  unavailing  eflbrts.   To  him  ^ 

the  fuccours  of  the  Scots  were  as  aid  from  heaven. 
He  eagerly  tngaged  them  to  efpoufe  his  caufe,  ho- 
noured theif  chiefs  with  the  higheft  commands  in 
his  amiies^and  the  prime  confidence  in  his  councils, 
and  be£an  fondly  to  hope  that  the  Englifli  muft  yet 
yield  to  the  Scots,  by  whom  they  had  been  ac- 
cuftomcd  to  be  conquered.  Nor  were  his  hopes 
liifappointed.  Henry  the  Fifth  dying  prematurely 
by  difeafe,  the  fame  diflcnfions  and  divifion  of 
counfels  which  had  ruined  the  affairs  of  the  French 
King,  now  confpired  to  fubvert  the  profperity  of 
the  Englifli  arms,  during  the  minority  of  Henry 
the  Sixth.  At  this  very  period,  the  powerful  aid 
of  the  Scots  enabled  the  French  to  make  new  ef- 
forts, of  which  they  could  not  otherwife  have  been 
capable.  The  tide  of  fuccefs  was  turned ;  and  in 
fpite  of  the  moft  heroic  atchievements  by  thofe  ve- 
teran warriours  who  had  fought  under  Henry  the 
Fifth  ;  the  Englilh  became  every  day  more  unfor- 
turfate  ;  and  their  vidories  in  France  were  rapidly 
blafled  by  a  reverfe  fimilar  to  that  which  had  ftill 
overthrown  their  power  in  Scotland.  At  Bcauge,Battici  of 
Stewart,  Douglas,  and  the  Scottiih  troops  under and"vtr. 
their  command,  with  fome  detachments  of  French "^"*^' 
foldiers^  obtained  a  fignal  viftory  over  the  Englifli, by 
which  the  afpeft  of  the  affairs  of  the  French,  was  con- 
fiderablv improved.  At  Verneuil,  however,  an  army 

«f 
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f,^^\'J.\  of  fourteen  thoufand  men,  of  whom  one-half  were 
Scots^and  which  was  led  by  Stewart  and  Douglas,  with 
fome  French  noblemen  ferving  under  them  ;  after 
performing  the  important  fervice  of  capturing  that 
town ;  riiked  an  engagement  with  an  Englifli  army 
equal  in  numbers  ;  and  were  totally  routed  with  a 
great  lofs ;  though ;  not  without  performing  many 
ads  of  the  mod  heroic  valour.  That  fame  fuperiori ty 
of  the  Englifli  archers  which  had  determined  the 
event  of  the  battle  of  Homildown,  obtained  theoji 
alfo  the  vidory  at  Verneuil.     Stewart^  and  the 
earl  of  Douglas,  fell  in  the  adion:    many   of 
their  valorous  followers  ihared  their  fate*     Sttch 
a  misfortune  feemed,  for  a  time,  to  threaten  ab- 
folute  ruin  to  the  caufe  of  Charles.    But,  the  fa- 
mous Joan  of  Arc  foon  arofe  to  infpire  the  French 
with  new  ardour  in  defence  of  their  country's  in- 
dependency }  the  furvivors,  and  the  new  reinforce- 
ments of  their  Scotrifli  allies,  were  ftill  the  foremoft 
to  brave  every  danger,  to  encounter  every  diffi- 
culty r  And  as  the  conqueft^  of  the  Englifh  conti^ 
nued  to  be  wrefted  from  them,  piece  by  piece  ; 
and  as  the  young  King  of  France  proceeded  to  re- 
eftablifli  himfelf  ftill  more  and  more  firmly  on  the 
throne  of  his  fathers  ;  the  French  ftill  gratefully  re- 
membered that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  feafonable 
aid  of  the  Scots,- the  Englifli  might  have,  at  the  firft, 
fo  effectually  fixed  their  authority  over  vanquiflied, 
bleeding  France^  that  all  future  efforts  to  refcue 

it 
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it  from  their  oppreflion,  fhould  have  been  fruit- s><^t-  i- 


A.D. 

In  Scotland,  in  the  mean  time,  there  were  car-Progre& 
Tied  on,  hardly  any  remarkable  tranfaftions,  niili.|)^^2r 
tary  or  civil.    The  abfence  of  the  flower  equally  of^*^ 
the  Scotti(h  and  of  the  Englifli  warriours,  preclud- 
ed the  poifibih'ty  of  any  great  military  enterprizes 
on  the  marches.     The  captivity  of  James  was  ftill 
prolonged ;  while  his  uncle  was  little  anxious  to 
ranfom  a  nephew,  whofe  return  into  his  own  coun- 
try, mull  dived  the  Regent  of  his  office  and  power  j 
and  the  Englifh  conceived  it  ufeful  to  unnerve  the 
hands  and  difconcert  the  counfels  of  the  Scots,  by 
detaining  from  them  a  young  monarch  who  had 
already  appeared  to  be  endowed  with  the  moft 
diftinguilbed  talents  for  the  arts  of  both  war  and 
peace.    lu  vain,  however,  had  the  Englifh  attempted 
to  detach  the  Scots  from  fighting  in  fupport  of  their 
French  allies,  by  perfuading  James  to  impofe  upon 
the  eatl  of  Buchan  and  his  companions,  his  com- 
mands to  that  purpofe.    The  Scots  indignantly  re- 
fufed  to  yield  fuch  obedience  to  a  King  who  was  the 
captive  of  their  enemies. — At  length,  in  the  year  Death  of 
one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  nineteen,  died  Ro-^f^^bany, 
bert,  duke  of  Albany,  earl  of  Fife  and  Menteith, 
and  governor  of  Scotland.     Since  the  period  al- 

moft 

•  Fordan.  XV.  31.  33.— HoUinflicd,  Henrj  V.  and  VL 
to  P.  588,  ice,— J.  Major,  Fo.  127. 
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sicT.  I.  moft  of  his  father's  acceffion  to  the  throne,  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  goverpment  of  the  kingdom 
had  been  in  his  bands.  More  politic,  more  active, 
more  capable  of  decifion  and  energy,  than  either 
his  father  or  his  elder  brother  ;  he  had  approved 
himfelf,  during  all  this  time,  the  main  fupport  of 
the  fortunes  of  the  houfe  of  Stewart.  To  his  ne- 
phew David,  his  tonduft  was  perhaps  unjuftifiably 
treacherous  and  cruel.  But,  the  young  man*s 
follies  had  already  loft  to  him  the  favour  of  the 
nation ;  his  dreadjd  intentions  againfl  the  power 
and  pcrfonal  liberty  of  his  uncle  were  either  to  be 
prevented,  or  to  be  t:imely  fufxered  to  take  effect ; 
and  the  firuation  in  which  the  duke  of  Albany,  at 
that  time,  ftood,  in  regard  to  the  family  of  his 
brother,  and  the  hopes  of  the  throne,  was  one 
above  all  others  fitted  to  tempt  a  man  of  wavering 
virtue,  to  the  dark  crimes  of  ambition.  Whatever 
his  purpofes  when  he  caft  young  David  to  perifli 
by  famine  ;  whatever  his  brother's  fears,  when  he 
fecreily  fent  young  James  out  of  the  kingdom: 
CevMiin  it  is,  that  Albany  from  the  departure  and 
c?.:v*vIt\tof  James;  whether  repenting  of  the  ef- 
fvci.  of  his  guilty  ambition,  or  believing  that  he 
h::!  lone  enough  to  fecure  to  his  own  fons  the 
fLrr'^iFion  to  the  royalty  ;  did  not  vigoroufly  fol- 
ic a\'  out  thofe  views  which  he  had  once  been  fuf- 
pL'.tcd  to  entertain.  He  adminiftered  the  govern- 
ment j  he  left  James  to  languilh  in  captivity  j  but 

he 
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be  took  no  other  meafures  to  transfer  the  Crown  s^ct.  r. 
to  himfelf  and  his  fons.  Albany  was  ever  a  fa-  .,^-vn.J 
vourite  with-he  nation,  over  which  he  ruled.  The  ,^'^' 
(lately  form  of  his  father  and  brother,  the  fame 
pleafing  features,  in  his  old  age  made  more  vene- 
rable by  fnow-white  hairs,  graced  his  mind  with 
an  exterior  afpect,  not  unbecoming  the  exaltation 
of  fovereign  command.  His  temper  was*gentle 
and  mild  ;  his  manners  courteous  and  affable ;  that 
diiHmulation  which  is  often  accounted  among  po- 
Uticians,  equivalent  to  talents  and  virtues,  was  ra- 
ther a  prominent  feature  in  his  charadter  :  Crimes 
and  diforders  which  he  had  not  power  to  punifh 
or  reftraln,  he  was  accuftomed  feemingly  to  over- 
look, until  the  fc^ifon  j^rrived  when  the  energies  of 
government  could  be  effectively  cxercifed  againit 
them.  In  this  age,  when  boundlefs  hofpitality  to 
their  vaffals  and  retainers,  was  efteemed  the  firft 
pacific  virtue  by  which  the  charaQier  of  a  prince  or 
great  baron  could  be  adorned  ;  Albany  was  hofpi- 
table,  and  fplendidly  liberal  in  his  expences,  above 
every  contemporary  Scottifh  baron.  He  died  at  a 
good  old  age,  having  furvived  beyond  the  term  of 
eighty  years.  He  was  buried  at  Dunfermling  in 
the  ufual  repofitory  of  the  remains  of  perfons  be- 
longing to  the  family  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland.  In  • 
addition  "to  the  other  excellencies  attributed  to  his 
charafter,  it  is  related,  that  his  abilities  (hone  in 
converfation  and  debate  j  there  was  in  his  words  a 
2  charm 
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skct.  r.   charm  of  chearfulnefs  and  Inoffenfiye  wit«  which 

Ch.  Vlll. 

made  wifdom  flow  from  his  lips,  mended  by  the 


«ac* 


^^    graces  in  which  he  arrayed  it*. 

Admini-  To  Robert  duke  of  Albany,  his  eldeft  fon  Mor- 
of  Mor-  DAC  fucceeded  in  the  vicegerent  government  of 
the  kingdom.  But,  the  reins  of  government  which 
had  been  exceedingly  llackened  in  the  hands  of 
Robert,  feem  to  have  dropped  almofl  entirely  from 
Mordac's  grafp.  Before  his  father^s  death,  Mor- 
dac  had  already  pafled  the  prime  of  his  faculties 
and  of  his  age.  His  talents  had  never  equalled 
thofe  of  his  father.  The  nation  became  impatient 
of  the  fway  of  the  family  of  Albany,  and  alraoft 
4Hniverfally  longed  for  the  return  of  their  young 
King  out  of  his  captivity.  In  refped  to  inter- 
courfe  with  France,  Mordac  purfued  the  lame  po- 
licy, and  exercifed  the  fame  fteady  faith  which  his 
&ther  had  exercifed.  New  reinforcements  were 
fent  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  French  againft  the 
Engliih  ;  new  adventurers  were  encouraged  to  re- 
pair in  fearch  of  dlftin£tion  in  arms,  to  that  theatre 
of  danger  and  of  martial  glory.  But,  in  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  domeftic  government,  Mordac  foon 
became  altogether  contemptible.  He  had  three  fons, 
Walter,  Alei^ander,  James ;  boifterous,  paffionate, 
imprudent  young  men,  who  fcorncd  the  feeble  cha- 
tafter  of  their  father :  thought  themfelves  to  be, 

in 
*   ♦  Fordun.  XV,  37,  &c. 
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in  confequence  of  their  relation  to  the  Crown,  J"^^- 
above  all  law  and  reftraint ;  yet  renewed  not,  thati^^v-«i^ 
the  elevation  of  their  rank  neceffarily  impofed  ,^^}, 
upon  them  duties  proportionately  arduous  and  im- 
portant :  who  afpired  to  exclude  the  rightful  prince 
from  the  throne  from  which  he  was  now  withheld 
by  captivity  {  yet  difdained  to  pradife  thofe  a£Uve 
and  popular  virtues  which  might  perhaps  have  r&- 
coociied  the  nation  to  their  ufurpation  of  his  rights* 
Throughout  every  diftrid  of  the  kingdom  too,  the 
fame  licence  prevailed,  as  within  the  governor's 
family :  the  order  of  law  was  flighted  and  violated, 
becaufe  its  fan&bns  could  not  be  enforced.  The 
chieftain  of  the  Hebudian  Ifles  ditregarded  the 
authority  of  the  Scottifh  Regent.  While  the  flow-^ 
er  of  the  noble  youth,  and  even  the  molt  eminent 
from  among  thofe  of  maturer  years,  were  abfent 
in  Frwce;  there  was  none  at  home,  whofe  perfonaL 
gravity  and  influence  might  have  happily  fupplied 
what  the  Regent  wanted,  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 
the  law  and  of  the  kingly  office.  The'  bands  of 
fociety  were  loofened  }  and  that  general  diforder 
which  had  preceded  the  sra  of  the  acceflion  of 
Malcolm  Canmore,  feemed  to  be  faft  feturning*. 

In  theie  circumftances,  the  eyes,  the  hopes,  thejyrord«<^ 
wiflies  of  all  the  Scots,  were  turned  with  one  ac-r^' 
cord  towards  England^  and  their  captive  prince.  ^^r^^*9* 

Vol.  UL  D  d  Ilt'*'''^' 

*  For(>jn«  XV.  37  :~Major.  LolL  Buchyaaa,. 
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clT  v?ii  '^  *^  related,  perhaps  not  fo  much  in  certain,  un- 


queftionable  truth,  as  becaufe  forae  fuch  ftrtking 
.^^-^i.  anecdote  might  be  eafily  and  natnrally  connefted 
with  the  circumftances  ;  that  Mordac  was  at  laffc 
moved  to  open  a  negociation  for  ranfoming  his 
•fovereign  from  captivity,  particularly  by  one  ad  of 
-lingular  infolence  with  which  this  weak  and  impru- 
dent father  was  abufed  by  his  eldeft  fon.  The 
•  matter  was  a  trifle,  although  the  paffions  on  both 
(ides  were  furioufly  high.  Mordac  had  a  favour- 
ite folcon  ;  and  in  this  age,  fuch  birds  were  among 
the  moft  coftly  objefts  of  the  fportive  amiifeinents 
of  the  great.  Often,  but  ftill  in  vain,  had  his  el- 
deft fon,  Walter,  begged  the  favourite  bird  from 
the  trifling  old  man.  At  kft,  the  nngraciotis 
youth,  refolving  that  his  fiattber  fiiould  not  himfelf 
long  enjoy  what  -he  would  not  bcftow  npon  him, 
fnatched  the  falcon  from  his  father*^  hand  ;  for  it 
was  lifual  to  carry  thefe  birds  about,  perched  upon 
the  fift  of  the  owner  ;  and  twifl:ing  about  its  aeck, 
-put  it  to  <leath,  before  Mordac^s  eyes.  This  was 
not  to  be  borne  by  a  father  of  Mordac's  cafl  of 
mind.  He  vowed,  that  in  Rant,  to  bring  home 
James  out  of  captivity,  whofe  return  would  at  once 
difappoint  the  hopes,  and  reftrain  the  infolence  of 
this  rebeilicJus  fon.  The  angry' refolution  of  the 
Regent,  concurring  fortunately  with  the  eamcft 
•defire  of  the  j)eople,  was  eagerly  encouraged  by  the 
'Ikioft  eminent  barons,  who  had  accefs  to  his  coun- 
cils. 
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cils.     Aa  embaffy  was  quickly  difpatched  i^^oSKr^i-^ 
Eagland,.  for  the  purpofe  of  negociating  the  re-  \ 


AD. 


feafe  of  the  young  Scottifh  King,     Happily  for  the  ^.^^^ 
fuccefs  of  their  negociadoo^  the  miaiflerft  who  now. 
in  the  minority  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  conduced 
the  government  of  England,  were  already  well  in<4 
cliaed  to  liften  to  any  reafonable  propofals  for  this 
ranfom  of  James.     While  their  captive,  he  poffef- 
fed  no  authority  among  his  own  fubjecbs  ;  could 
not  hinder  the  Scots  from  fighting  under  the  ban- 
ners of  France,  to  fave  that  finking  ftate  ;  could 
not  bring  a  fmgle  county  of  Scotland  to  fubmit  to 
the  immediate  or  paramount  dominion  of  the  Eng* 
lifh  Crown,     On  the  other  hand,  having  been  li- 
berally entertained  in  England,  having  married  a 
wife  who  was  allied  to  the  Englifli  fovereign,  hav- 
ing adopted  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  even 
acquired  a  local  partiality  for  the  very  country  ; 
it  might  be  that  James,  if  fet  at  liberty,  and  reftored 
to  the  throne  of  his  fathers,  would,  like  his  prede* 
ceffor,  David  Bruce,  continue  ever  after  the  faft 
friend  of  the  Englifh,     James  himfelf  fo  behaved 
as  artfully  to  encourage  thefe  fond  expeftations  in 
the  minds  of  his  hofts.     For  the  fum  of  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  merks,  partly  paid,  and  partly  pro- 
mifed,  under  the  fccurity  of  hoftages,  the  Englifli 
liberated  James  from  the  tedious,  but  not  unufe- 
ful  captivity,  in  which  he  had  io  long  lived  among 

them. 
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Sect,  l    them.    Hc  returned  home,  without  having  tram- 


melled  himfelf  in  any  fuch  engagements,  open  or 
uo^\'  ^^^^^^9  ^^  ^^^^^  which  had  fettered  the  hands  of 
David  Bruc^in  the  latter  years  of  bis  reign,  and 
had  made  one  of  the  moft  amiable  of  princes 
and  of  men,  odious  to  a  great  part  of  his  pwt^ 
fubjeSs*. 

f  f ordua.  XVI.  i :— Tcpdcra,  ^c, 


BQQ8. 
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SECTION  n. 

Hj/lor]^  of  the  lamum^  XNOwuiDGSy  and  fNjor^ 
AfENTs  of  the  Scots  in  the  FOURrjuLirTH  and  in 
the  beginning  oftbf  fifteenth  century. 

ilow  flow  the  progrefs,  how  almoft  impercq>ti-itciee. 
blc  to  the  eye  of  the  contempors^ry  obferver,  ^^ti?li^ 
the  fluduations  of  fcience.  induftry.  arts,  and  inan*pr<>pcfii 

of  IBMp 

ners,  in  any  country :  They  are  as  the  changes  onoem 
the  face  of  nature,  as  the  alterations  in  the  familiar 
fcenes  of  private  and  domeftic  life*  The  hill  which 
bounds  the  profpeft  from  the  windows  of  my  ordU 
nary  dwelling,  the  wood  that  fhelters  it  behind,  the 
riv^r  which  meanders  down  the  bordering  vale, 
the  ragged  wild  (hrubbery  fcattered  over  the  decli* 
Titles,  feem  to  my  eye$  to  be  ftill  the  fame  to-day 
as  they  yefterday  appeared,  to  frown  on  each  re<* 
turning  winter  with  the  fame  defolation  and  gloom, 
to  fmile,  each  fucceeding  fpring,  with  the  fame 
laughing  bloom  ;md  verdure,  as  on  the  laft.  Such 
is  the  feemingly  unchanging  afped  which  the 
fcenes  of  nature  prefent  to  the  eye  of  him  who 
conftantly  lives  within  the  fame  narrow  fpace,  and 
views  ftill  the  features  of  one  landfcape  with  the 

fame 
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^*!Jl°^  took  place  in  the  period  intervening  between  the 
A.  D.   9g^  of  Sdpio^  and  the  age  of  Auguftus^  than  the 

^^^'^•^alterations  which  wereflowly  accomplifhed  between 
the  aera  of  the  ezpuUion  of  Tarquin  by  Brutus, 
and  that  of  the  overthrow  of  Hannibal  at  Zama,  by 
Scipio !  The  Greeks  for  three  hundred  years  after 
their  fettlement  in  the  country  which  they  were  to 
render  fo  illuftrious,  remained  buried  in  the  mife* 
rable  obfcurity  of  barbarifm :  But  the  materials 
were»  in  the  mean  time  prepared  to  catch  the 
flame  :    the  Perfian  invafion  ftrock  a  kindling 
fpark  through  the  mafs }  and  ardour,  and  light, 
and  fplendid  radiance  fprang  forth  out  of  darknefs, 
and  with  augmenting  glory,  continued  ftill  to  glow 
and  ihine»  till  they  had  eflfufed  an  illumination  that 
was  long  to  enlighten  the  world-    The  changes  of 
fifty  years  fubfequent  to  the  Perfian  invafion,  were 
more  tham  equal  to  tbofe  of  all  the  three  hundred 
which  preceded  it.    It  is  fo  likewife  in  the  hiftory 
4>f  our  own  country  and  nation.    The  moft  remar- 
kable rapidity  of  change  in  its  opulence,  arts,  and 
manners,  will  meet  our  obfervation  when  we  ihall 
come  to  cpntraft  the  middle  of  the  feventeenth, 
with  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century-    Yet  even 
in  the  progrels  of  the  fourteenth  century^  numy 
were  the  alterations  on  the  afpeft  of  civil  life,  in 
Scotland^  of  which  the  contemplation  cannot  fail 
fo  be  intercfting,  amufivet  apd  inftru&ive- 

*^  I.  Lit- 
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I.  Little,  however,  way  the  external  afpeS  opgcrji. 

the  country,  altered,  during  the  lapfe  of  this  cen»    a.  d. 

tury.    Woods,  marfhes,  bleak  mountains,  wide,^Yrurla*^ 

dreary  moors  were  ftiH  its  principal  ftatures.    No^^^^ory. 

ditches,  hedges,  nor  dividing  walb  of  any  coafide- 

rable  extent,  marked  its  furface.    Whatever  grand 

traces  of  the  hand  of  man,  were  viiible  bverit^ 

were  merely  remains  of  the  works  of  war ;  the 

camps,  the  walls,  the  trenches  which  the  military 

enterprizes  of  the  Romans  had  formed  ;  the  ruder 

mounds  of  Anglo-Saxon  and  DaniQi  encampment  $ 

widi  imperfed^  circles  of  ftones,  the  relics  of  the 

temples  and  idols  of  that  favage  fuperftition  which 

had  sAciently  prevailed  throughout   the^  ifland# 

The  grange,  the  park,  the  orchard,  the  croft, 

however,    appeared,   here  and  there  amid   low, 

idclofing  walls^  -  Caftles  and  fbrtaUces  of  ftrong 

workManihip»  buf  a  iew  Mmlled  towns,  monafteries, 

cbutches^  atfd  convents,  cottages  cluftered  together 

io'theihaiiiktor  the  village,  and  here  and  there  a 

feiiiai^kurotJiermitage )  were  the  only  human 

]i8btl26tk>«^^perftd  over  the  land.    The  wafte  of 

wi»j  <MWi>irf*d<»dieftic  «fe,  had  confumed  much  of 

tllrwMl  wb)ah  hod  o&€»  grown  thick  over  almoft 

ttiMi(iQ|9  AM^f  chd  cdiMry*  Being  fo  much  open- 

edup}i{t^«niolpti00i^te]ghtbe  now  lefs  noxious  to 

^  henlite^ofcmiii^d'beaft  4han  it  had  once  beenf 

and  yet,  -wihttithfldgaitfed  in  the  d^ktion  cNf 

liovmAg  vapours,  and  in  the  bri&er  circulation  of 

Yot,  IIL  E  e  the 
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SicT.  II.  the  ambient  air,  had  perhaps  been  loft  in  the  in- 
A.  D.    creafed  expofuxe  of  fcenes  forirferly  0ieltered,  to 

i33o-i4»i  tjjg  blafts  of  the  north  an4  the  pkrang  winds  of 
the  eaft.  Although  the  climate  were  cruelly  fe- 
yere  j  yet  wheat,  barley,  pulfe,  oats,  were  produ- 
ced fqinetimes  in  tolerable  abundance,  chiefly  by 
the  agriculture  of  the  clergy  and  their  vafTaU  and 
peafants.  Sometimes  it  happened  that  tempefis, 
accompanied  with  exceffive  rains,  deluged  the  low- 
<er  grounds  with  the  mo(l  tremendous  floods.  In 
the  mopth  of  September  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  £a(l  Lothian  was 
deluged  by  a  flood,  which  the  monkifii  chronicler, 
with  a  fimpUcity  of  ftyle  and  imagination,  fuch  as 
may  well  proroke  our  fmiles,  defcribes  as  one- 
quailed  fince  the  days  of  Noah  :  It  raiied  the  ri* 
vers  above  their  banks,  diffufing  ihem  aver  the 
fields,  through  towns,  villages,  and  monafteries; 
walls,  bridges,  cottages  were  overwhelmed,  and 
fwept  away  in  the  waters ;  the  corn,  whether 
ftanding  or  in  fbocks,  was  deftroyed  and  hurried 
into  the  fea :  At  Haddington,  the  fipod  levelled  to 
the  ground,  all  the  boufe^  in  the  ftreet  naiQed  the 
Nungate  :  Similar  devaftation  was  in  like  manner 
occafioned  at  other  places  upon  the  coafl.  Mete- 
ors were  fometimee  feen  to  flame  l(i  the  fky ;  and 
prticutarly  it  is  recorded,  that  not  long  before  the 
death  of  David  duke  of  Rothfay,  a  meteor  appear- 
ed, with  a  long  fiery  train,  from  which  the  duke  of 

Albany 
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Aibany,  coniemplstiting  if  by  ikight  att  the  cafUe  ofs^cr.ju 
Ediiiburghy  ^gacioufly  inferred,  chat  it  muft  por-    a.  d. 
tend  either  the  fpeedy  ruin  of  fbme  ctuntry,  or  tbc*^***"*^^* 
fall  of  fome  prince*    Sometimes  terrible  ftorms  of 
wind  tore  up  by  tbe  roots,  the  trees  of  the  forefty 
demoIUhed  even  houfes  of  coiiiklerable  ftrength^ 
and  wrecked  the  fliips  in  the  circumjaceht  feas.  In 
the  year  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  nine,  the 
gavel  of  the  church  belonging  to  the  monaftery  of 
St  Andrew's,  was  fliaken  to  its  fail  by  ai  ftorm  of 
this  nature :  the  ftones  whith  feU  from  it,  fhaiter- 
ed  tbe  roof  of  the  dormitory  and  of  the  chapel  be« 
low  it,  fd  thai  Thomas  fubprior  of  the  houfe,  wa^ 
crulhed  to  death  by  the  weight  of  tbe  fhattered 
parts  of  the  edifice  falling  in  upon  him  where  he 
lay.    Spring  and  autumn  were  ufually  abtindant 
in  rains  ;  in  winter,  froits  and  deep  fnows  prevaiU 
ed ;  in  fumaier,  there  was  occasionally  a  ihort  pe- 
riod of  torrid  heat.     The  forefts  wwe  not  yet  fuf- 
ficiently  cleared  of  wolves,  bears,  and  foxes  ;  for 
the  Ihepfaerds-cn  the  bills  abrmed  Fierty's  army,' 
and  drove  them  into  ridiculous  flight  by  fhakiog 
the  rattles  with  which  they  were  wont  to  terrify 
the  wild  beails  of  the  woods  from  ccntiing  forth  to' 
&Qnoy  their  flocks  and  herds,     it  ihould  feem  that 
ftecp  became  more  numerous,-  and  flocks  of  thefe 
gentle  animals  more  common  in  the  country  dur« 
H^  this  period  ;  for  it  is  no  longer  of  oxen  foleiy,'   ' 
or  chiefly,  but  of  herds  of  oxen,  and  flocks  of  fiieepr 

to^fcthcr 
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Sect.  u.  together  that  the  old  annalifts  and  charters  fpeak 
A  D.    when  mentioning  the  domefticated  animals  which 

'^^^'^^-^compofed  the  fiai'm-ftock  and  ofefut  opulence  of 
,  the  great  barons,  the  ecclefiaftical  communities, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  in  general.  £• 
ven  of  the  Kings,  the  chief  wealth  for  the  fup« 
port  of  their  houfhold,  confifted  in  their  flocks 
of  flieep  and  herds  of  oxen  :  although  deer, 
roes,  goats,  and  efpecially  fwine,  of  which  nu« 
merous  herds  were  annually  in  the.  end  of  au« 
tumn  fattened  upon  the  maft  and  acorns  of  the 
forefts ;  formed  alfo  no  inconfiderable  part  of  the 
animal  ftock  which  was  bred  and  tended  on  the 
royal  domains,  as  well  as  on  the  lands  of  the  ba« 
rons.  A  larger  breed  of  horfes  for  war  began  to 
be  preferred  among  the  nobles  ;  but,  for  the  ordi- 
nary ufes  of  hufbandry,  hunting,  and  defultory 
fight,  the  fmall  hobby  horfes  which  abounded  in 
Scotland,  were  fUU  univerfally  employed.  The 
crow,  th^  raven,  the  kite,  the  eagle,  with  all  the  va- 
rieties of  moor-fowls  and  water-fowls,  were  fuffi- 
ciently  plentiful.  In  the  year  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  fixteep,  a  pair  of  florks,  probably 
from  Flanders  or  Holland,  where  thefe  birds  are 
plentiful,  coming  accidentally  into  Scotland,  made 
their  neft  on  the  roof  of  St  Giles's  church,  and 
when  the  time  for  their  migration  came  about,  a« 
gain  flew  away,  to  return  no  more.  The  ftork  be- 
ing a  ftnmger  in  Scotland,  and  a  bird  which  man- 
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Idnd  have  often  been  accuftoxned  to  view  with^^rjL 
fome  fort  of  fuperftitious  veneration ;  hence  was    x.  d. 
this  appearance,  even  otherwife  fufficiently  fingular,**^***^ 
viewed  with  a  degree  of  attention  which  induced 
the  chroniclers  to  give  it  a  place  in  their  records*. 

From  feveral  fads  which  have  been  preferved,  i^p^j,^^ 
fuiEciently  appears,  that  the  agriculture  of  Scotland, agnc«i* 
'was  in  this  century,  confiderably  advanced.  Of  Ro- 
bert the  Third  it  is  related,  that  there  was,  in  his 
days,  aitho'  endlefs  quarrelling  among  his  nobles  ; 
yet  an  overflowing  fertility  of  all  the  productions 
of  nature  ufeful  for  the  fudenance  of  human  life  ; 
a  fertility  which  however  bounteous  nature  might 
be,  could  not  ezift  without  induftrious  culture; 
which  could  not  indeed  exift,  without  the  addition 
of  careful  agriculture,  to  the  attentive  management 
of  flocks  and  herds.  That  Randolph  found  it  ne- 
ceflary  during  his  regency,  to  provide  by  a  folemn 
ad  of  Parliament  for  the  punifhment  of  thieves 
ftealing  ploughs  from  the  fields  on  which  they 
Ihould  be  left  during  the  intervals  between  the  pe- 
riods of  daily  tillage,  is  a  fad  aflfording  an  unequi- 
vocal proof  of  the  increafe  of  tillage,  at  the  time 
at  which  fuch  an  a£t  was  framed.  During  the 
troubles  of  the  reign  of  Robert  Bruce,  ploughs 
were  fo  rare,  and  comparatively  fpeaking,  fo  little 
employed,  that  they  were  never  left  in  the  fields ' 

to 
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s»«t^iL  to  tempt  the  thief :  In  the  former  part  of  David 
A.D.    Brace's  reign,  it  had  been  little  better :  But,  after 

ij3o-i4a5i>avid*«  return  out  of  captivity  in  England, — with 
the  peace  which  attended  hia  partiality  to  the  £ng- 
lifh  interefts,  the  ufeful  l|boui:s  of  peace  had  like* 
wife  begun  to  revive :  In  confequeace  of  the  re-* 
vival  particularly  of  agriculture,  ploughs  became 
numerous,  and  ploughing  a  labour  fo  ordinary  and 
familiar,  that  the  ploughmen  were  induced  to  leave 
their  ploughs  on  the  field  during  the  night,  until 
they  fhould  return  in  the  morning  again  to  yoke 
their  horfes,  and  renew  their  toil :  This  expofure 
of  fuch  valuable  implements  of  labour,  tempted 
theft :  The  evil  became  general,  the  complaints 
earneil  and  frequent;  The  legiflature  was  induced 
to  interpofe :  And  that  a£t  againft  the  dealing  of 
ploughs,  was  enacted,  being  one  of  the  earlieft  laws 
which  were  framed  for  the  encouragement  of  agri- 
culture.     Another  fa£t  equally  curious,  marks  the 
ilate  of  Agriculture  in  Lothian  in  the  middle  of 
this  century,    Alan  Winton  carried  away  by  vio- 
lence  the  heirefs  of  Seton ;  intending  to  marry  her 
in  fp/te  of  her  guardian  and  relations  :  A  grievous 
feud,  in  confequence,  arofe  throughout  Lothian,  be- 
tween the  relations  of  the  maiden,  and  the  friends 
of  the  ravifher  :  and  it  is  faid  to  have  had  the  ef« 
fe£t  of  laying  no  fewer  than  an  hundred  ploughs 
idle  for  that  year.     An  hundred  ploughs  were,  for 
the  (late  of  cultivation  throughout  the  country  in 

I  general. 
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general,  no  inconfiderable  number :  Yet,  how  ca-^'"^^ 
fual  and  inperfed  that  agricultuife,  the  prolecution  a.  d. 
or  interruption  of  which  depended  upon  accidents  *^^°"**'^ 
and  quarrels,  fuch  as  the  carrying  off  a  damfel, 
might  occafion !  Concerning  tame  fowls,  animals 
dependent  like  man  their  lord,  upon  the  immediate 
produce  of  agriculture,  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  the 
year  one  thouiand  three  hundred  and  thirty-fix,* 
there  raged  an  epidemical  diftemper,  to  the  infinite 
mortification  of  the  monks  among  the  poultry 
of  the  land,  by  which  hens,  cocks,  and  capons^ 
were  rendered,  all  alike,  unfit  for  ufe  as  food, 
while,  at  the  fame  lime  they  died  by  thoufands.  A 
dog,  a  cat,  a  cock  and  a  hen,  were  the  ufual  do- 
meftic  companions  of  the  poor  man.  When  the 
]ioafes  in  the  Nungate  of  Haddington,  were  de^ 
ftroyed  by  the  great  flood  above-mentioned,  a  man 
named  John  Birley,  is  related  to  hare  faved  him'^ 
felf  with  his  dog-,  cat,  and  cock,  upon  the  broken 
rafters  of  Us  houfe,  on  which  he  was  conveyed  to 
where  he  could  make  his  efcape  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  waters*. 

Such  was  the  exterbr  ^fpcGt  of  the  country  inpop^i^, 
the  courfe  of  the  fourteenth  century;  and  fuch^'*^"- 
vas  the  advancing  condition  of  agriculture,  the 
art  the  moft  dofdy  conneQed  with  that  appear- 
ance.    Of  the  numbers  of  the  people,  it  is  fcarcely  ^ 

pofiible 
*  F«rdun.  XIII.  17.  51.  XIV.  21 : —Focdcra -.—Major,  &c. 
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s««^n-  poflible  to  prefent  any  accurate  eftimate.  Thofe 
A^  D.   inceflant  wart  which  had  long  prevailed,  and  that 

'^^^"'^*^ general  want  of  the  necelTaries  of  life  which  often 
wafted  the  land,  could  not  fail  terribly  to  thin  the 
ranks  of  population.  The  climate,  the  modes  of  life, 
the  miferies  of  the  poor,  the  general  inability  of  all 
to  exercife  thofe  tender  and  delicate  cares  which 
infancy  and  ficknefe  require,  afliiredly  tended  to 
prevent  any  rapid  increafe  of  the  numbers  of  men 
in  Scotland,  during  this  period,  even  altho'  other 
circumftances  had  not  been  alike  un&vpursible.  Be* 
fides,  fo  very  large  a  proportion  of  both  fexes, 
configned  themfelvcs  to  perpetual  celibacy,  by  en- 
tering into  religious  orders,  that  if  we  add  the  con* 
fidcration  of  this  fad,  to  the  pther  circumftances  by 
which  the  increafe  of  population  was  prevented ; 
we  (hall  find  ftrong  reafon  for  concluding  the 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Scotland  to  have 
been  rather  diminifiied,  than  augmented  in  the 
courfe  of  that  period  of  hi  hiftory  which  is  now 
under  our  furvey«  And  yet  there  are  not  wanting 
fome  confiderations  which  may  feem  to  reconu 
mend  a  contrary  opinion,  Where  mankind  are 
rapidly  cut  off  by  death ;  their  nuinbers  are  alfo 
rapidly  renewed.  How  foon  is  the  devaftation  of 
a  plague  or  other  epidemical  diftemper,  made 
amends  for,  by  the  rife  of  new  beings  to  fill  up  the 
gap!  Ihe  annual  exportation  of  myriads  of  fie» 
groes,  to  drudge  and  to  perifli  in  a  foreign  land, 
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does  not  exhauft  the  population  of  the  African  **^J^ 
coaft.    Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten,  that,  if  in  rude    a.  d. 
ages  and  uncultivated  lands,  the  neceflaries  and'*^^'**-^ 
conveniencies  of  life,  be  produced  in  fmaller  abun- 
dance ;  the  wants  of  men  are  then  alfo  fo  mocb 
fewer,  that  the  fame  quantity  of  the  ufeful  produo-* 
tions  of  art  and  nature,  will  then  ferve  for  the  fuf- 
tenance  of  a  much  greater  number  of  men,  than  in 
ages  of  luxury  and  refinement,     Thefe  feveral  cir* 
cumftances  of  oppofite  tendency,  are  therefore  to 
be  regarded  as  operating  jointly  upon  the  ftate  of 
population  in  Scotland,  at  this  period  ;  and  as  in 
part,  reciprocally  deftroying  each  other's  efScacy* 
The  numbers  of  the  Scots,  therefore,  eftimated 
upon  fuch  principles,  and  from  the  number  of  the 
armies  which  they  are  faid  to  have  led  out  againft 
England,  or  to  have  fent  to  the  aid  of  the  French^ 
can  hardly  be  reckoned  to  have  either  exceeded 
their  number  in  the  age  preceding,  or  to  have  fallen 
gready  ihort  of  it     Armies  of  twenty,  fifty,  almoft 
an  hundred  thoufand  men,  are  loofely  faid  to  have 
been  occafionaliy  led  againft  the  FngliOi :   There 
might  be  at  one  time  about  ten  thoufand  Scots  toge« 
ther  in  the  fervice  of  France :   In  the  domeftic  feuds 
of  the  northern  clans,  there  might  be  often  ten  or 
twelve  thoufand  men  in  arms  upon  each  fidie  :  And 
irom  all  thefe  fa&s,  wecan  deduce  no  other  inference, 
than  that  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Scot- 
land, even  in  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
could  not  greatly  exceed  fix  hundred  thoufand. 
Vol.  III.  Ff  and 
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^^^;^  and  could  fcarcely  be  lefs.  It  is  etident,  how- 
A.  D.    erer^  tliat  the  comparative  tranquillity  which  ivas 

'**^*^^ Maintained,  and  the  plenty  which  was  enjoyed 
daring  the  reigns  of  the  two  firft  Stewarts,  muit 
have  contributed  in  feme  fmall  degree  to  augment 
the  general  population  of  the  kingdom*. 

Arcbitcc-      As  to  arcbiteSure^  this  was  ftill  an  age  rather  of 

tut.  ■  ° 

pulling  down  than  of  building  up.     Cables  and 
forta/ices  h^d  been  long  found  by  the  Scots  to 
be  more  ufeful  to  the  Englifli,  whole  invafiont 
were  fupported  and  maintained  by  them,  than  to 
the  Scots  themfelves,  whofe  mountains  and  maribes 
nfforded  them  a  furer  defence  than  caftles,  againft 
invafion.  The  Engliih  carefully  repaired  the  caftles 
and  walled  towns  in  Scotland,  whererer  thefe  fell 
into  their  hands ;  and  as  they  had  found  fuch  for- 
tifications eminently  ufeful  towards  the  complete 
fubjugation  of  the  inhaf>itants  of  Wales  ;  hoped  to 
derive  trova  them  the  fame  advantage  for  fecuring 
their  conquefts  in  Scotland.    Edward  the  Third, 
after  his  viflorious  expedition  into  the  northern 
parts  of  Scotland  in  the  year  one  thoufand  three 
'hundred  and  thirty-fix,  fortified  the  town  of  Perth, 
which  the  Scots  had  lately  difmantled,  with  ilrong 
walls  and  deep  and  broad  trenches,  with  frequent 
towers  and  gates.     From  the  fix  monafteries  of  St 
Andrew's,    Dunfermling,    Lindores,   Balmerino, 

Abc^ 
•  Fordun.  Lib.  XIIL  XIV.  XV.  paffia. 
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Aberbrothwick,  and  Coupar  in  Angus,  he  levied  s«rr.T!. 
fums  of  money  for  the  conftrudion  of  three  great  a.  d. 
gates,  with  as  many  towers.  The  work  was'^^^**^ 
of  hewn  ftone ;  and  the  expence  is  faid  to  have 
almoft  wholly  exhaufted  the  revenues  of  the  reli^ 
giotts  houfes,  from  which  it  was  ezaAed.  Gowry, 
prior  of  St  Andrew's,  paid  to  the  mafons  for  the 
eredion  of  one  of  the  towers,  no  kfs  a  fiim  than 
two  hundred  and  eighty  merks  in  ready  money. 
The  cafUes  of  St  Andrew's  and  Leuchars  were,  atcaois^. 
the  fame  time,  built  or  repaired  by  Henry  Beau- 
mont  and  Henry  Ferraiv;  the  caftle  of  Stirling,  by 
William  Montague  ;  thofe  of  Edinburgh  and  Rox* 
burgh,  by  John  Stirling  and  William  Montague. 
Still  as  the  Englifh  built,  the  Scots  demoliflied^ 
On  the  Tery  fame  year  on  which  fo  many  fc^cifica* 
dons  were  ere&ed,  the  Scots,  amid  their  returning 
fuccefs,  leveMed  to  the  ground  the  fortaltces  of 
Danottar,  KtnneflF,  Laurenfton,  and  Kincleven, 
the  tower  of  Falkland,  and  even  the  caftle  of 
St  Andrew's,  notwithftanding  the  extraordinary 
ftreogth  and  beauty  iq  which  it  had  been  re- 
cently rebailt.  The  caftle  of  Coupar  which  with« 
ftood  their  arms,  fipems  to  have  owed  its  fafe- 
ty,  in  a  great  meafure^  to  the  genius  and  architec- 
tural ikiU  of  the  famous  William  Bullock,  who 
vas  probably  the  moft  eminent  architeft  that  Scot* 
land  poflefled  in  this  period«-^-Yet,  it  was  only  in 
the  interior  parts  of  the  country  that  the  Scots 

W0UI4 
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sicT.  II.  would  not  fuiFer  thofe  caftles  to.  remain,  which  the 
A.  D.  conquering  Englifh  had  reared.  The  ftrong  caftle 
33o-M?5Qf  Dunbar,  which  for  two  and  twenty  weeks  baf- 
fled all  the  engines,  all  the  valorous  aflaults,  and 
all  the  military  ikill  of  Montague  and  the  Englifh, 
>vas  a  caftle  fortified  and  pofieffed  by  the  Scots 
themfelves.  The  caftle  of  Berwick,  whenever  it 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Scots,  was,  by  them,  not 
difmantled,  but  ftrengthened  with  new  fortifica- 
tions, and  carefully  garrifoned.  The  fortifications 
of  the  csUlle  of  Edinburgh  muft  have  been  weak, 
when  the  Count  of  Namur  and  his  followers,  al- 
though within  its  limits  ;  yet  could  find  no  other 
means  of  (heltering  themfelves  from  the  furious 
aflault  of  the  Scots  without,  than  by  flaying  their 
horfe3,  and  forming  a  mound  or  parapet  of  the 
dead  bodies.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  about 
this  period,  the  Nortb-Lacb  of  Edinburgh  fecms 
iiot  to  have  exifted  ;  for  it  is  related  by  Fordun, 
that  a  fingle  combat  was,  fome  years  after  this, 
fought,  on  the  very  fpot  which  that  Locb^  at  a  later 
time,  occupied.  Amidft  the  perils  and  ftratagems 
of  fuch  long  wars,  even  dens  and  caves  were  occa- 
fionally  occupied  by  warriours;  as  places  of  ftrong 
Cavc»of  defence,  or  fecret  retreat.  The  famous  and  la- 
thorb-  mented  Alexander  Ramfey,  who  perifhed  by  the 
^^^'  atrocious  treachery  and  cruelty  of  Douglas,  the 
knight  qf  Liddefdale,  long  lurked  with  fome  cho- 
fen  companions  in  the  cave  of,  Hawthornden,  and 

terribly 
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terribly  mnoyed  the  Englifh  by  his  excurfions  from^ecT.  n. 
it.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  fourteenth  century ,  j^j^, 
when  the  land  had  a  patrtial  red  from  the  ravages  *^^'**-^ 
of  the  Englifh,  the  Scottifh  barons,  not  otherwife 
fecure,  each  in  the  pofieflionr  of  his  own  domains, 
ereded  various  caftles  for  domeftic  accommoda- 
tion, and  in  order  to  proteft  themfelves  againft  the 
rapine  and  hofliiities  of  one  another,asweIlas  againft 
the  vigorous  exercife  of  the  lawful  authority  of  their 
foverdgn.  Among  others,  the  caftie  of  Thrieve  in 
an  iilet,  probably  artificially  formed  in  the  river  Dee 
in.  Galloway,  was  ere£ted  by  Archibald  Douglas 
the  Grim  earl,  firfl  of  Galloway  alone,  afterwards 
by  fuccefHon  from  his  brother,  of  both  Galloway 
and  Douglas.  The  ecclefiaftical  edifices  were  the 
moil  fumptuous  of  all  that  were  in  this  age  erect- 
ed in  Scotland*  To  be  a  great  builder  was  ac- 
counted highly  honourable  to  the  abbot  or  prior, 
prefiding  in  any  religious  houfe.  Amidfl  the  ravages 
of  war,  indeed,  the  foldiers  could  not  always  be 
deterred  from  facrilegious  violation  of  the  holy  and 
hofpitable  feats  of  religion :  The  mpnaflery,  fa- 
cred  to  St  G>lumba,  in  the  ifland  of  Inch*Colm,  in 
the  Frith  of  Foxth,  was  often  in  this  manner  vio- 
lated and  robbed  by  the  Englifh  fleets  which  came 
into  the  Frith  :  At  one  time,  the  church  of  Dol- 
lar, dependent  upon  it,  and,  by  one  of  its  abbots, 
decorated  with  columns  of  oak,  which  were  with 
admirable  elegance  carved,  jointed,  and  ezquifitely 

indented ; 
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Sect,  il  indented }  was,  by  thofe  ravagers,  plundered  of  thefe 
j^  J),   admirable  works  of  omameot :  Bttt^  the  fpoilera 

xj3o-x4a5periihed  by  a  ftorm,  when  they  had  returned  as  far 
down  the  Frith,  at  St  Columba's  ifle ;  and  the  via* 
di£^ivo  fuperftition  of  the  monks  afcribed  the  fliip* 
wreck  to  the  immediate  interpofitton  of  God  molt 

tirarches  High,  for  the  punifhment  of  their  facrilege.  Many 

^Oi^^.  noble  works  of  archite&ure  are  recorded  to  hare 
been  in  this  age  ereded  by  the  care  of  the  priors 
and  archbifliops  of  St.  Andrew's ;  noble  in  pro- 
portion to  the  ftate  of  arts  and  manners  in  the 
fourteenth  <:entury ;  although  perhaps  petty,  if  re- 
garded in  companion  with  the  nobler  buildings  of 
more  opulent  countries, and  more  enlightened  times. 
To  place  a  new  leaden  roof  upon  the  dormitory,  to 
wainicot  it  with  freih  oak,  to  repair  the  chapel,  to 
add  a  chamber  or  two,  were  works  of  architefture 
fufficient  to  do  honour  to  the  prior  of  any  monaftery« 
All  thefe,  and  various  other  ere&ionaand  reparationa^ 
but  efpecialiy  the  providing  of  a  rich  and  curioofly 
wrought  curtain,-*-as  it  fhould  feem,->*«of  tapeftry^ 
ezquifitely  adorned  with  inwoven  figures  of  men  and 
beafts;  diftinguiihed  the  priorate  of  William  Lotbian^ 
who  governed  this  religious  houfe,  from  the  year 
one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty-one,  to  the 
year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-four. 
His  fuccefibr,  Biflet,  bei^g  afterwards  eled:ed  to 
the  bifliopric,^  expended,  while  in  this  high  ftatioB^ 
no  leis  a  fum  than  two  thoufand  and  two  hundred 

merks 
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mcrks  ist  rebttildiag  the  great  church,  which  hadsitr.  il 
been  anfortonately  burnt  down  by  accidental  fire^  a.  d. 
A  great  appyatns  of  offllce-houfes  was  required  for  '3jo-i4M 
the  ufe  of  a  monaftery  :  Some  of  thofe  priors  of 
St  Andrew's,  therefore,  diftinguiflied  themfelves  by 
building  granaries,  mills,  balushoufes,  pig-fties^ 
bams.  Sometimes  the  placing  of  a  new  roof,  fome* 
times  the  bying  of  a  new  pavement,  is  mentioned 
as  the  public  fpirited  ad  of  the  prefident  of  this  or 
that  religious  community*  The  raifing  of  new  co-> 
kmins,or  the  forming  of  new  windows  of  glafs,  was  a 
work  acconnted  to  difjplay  wonderful  tafte  and  mag« 
Dificence.  The  pavements  of  the  courts  and  floors 
were  often  of  poliflied  ftone.  As  to  the  architec* 
tore  of  the  cottages,  and  of  the  houfes  within  the 
walled  towns  ;  it  was  fuch  as  hardly  to  deferve  the 
name.  Walls  built  without  any  cement  but  clay, 
draw  or  turf  covered  roofs,  nothing  but  the  moift, 
puddled  earth  for  floors,  and  no  neatnefs  in  the 
arrangement  of  furniture ;  were  the  molt  remark-^ 
able  objeds  to  be  feen  about  them.  The  town  of 
Perth  being  fo  ftrongly  walled,  with  fo  many  gates 
and  towers,  was  probably,  within,  a  place  of  fome 
extent,  and  might  have  feveral  different  ftreets, 
fufficient  to  make  it,  perhaps,  one  of  the  mod 
confiderable  towns  in  the  Scottiih  dominions. 
It  does  not  appear  that  Edinburgh  was,  as  yet, 
very  confiderable  for  any  thing,  fave  its  caf- 
de,  and  the  contiguity  of  the  venerable  monaf* 
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stcr.jh  tery  of  the  Holy  Rood  :  Yet,  had  it  at  this  time, 
A.  D.    befide  its  principal  and  High  Street,  feveral  crofs 
«33«>i4a5ftreets;    fuch    as   Saint   Mary's   Wyryly  and   the 
Friar's  Vermel  \    Already,  too  it  had  the  auguft 
collegiate  church  of  5/  Giles' Sj  on  the  roof  of  which 
a  couple  of  .Storks  were,  above  related,  to' have 
Town».     made  their  neft.     Stirling^  unlefs  fo  far  as  it  was 
confined  within  the  circuit  of  the  outer  wall  of  the 
caftle,  feems  to  have  had  hardly  any  exiilence  as  a 
town.     In  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  there 
were  indeed  caftles,  convents,  and  hamlets ;  but 
few  places  fuf&ciently  confiderable,  to  deferve  the 
name  of  towns.     Dundee  and  Aberdeen  are,  how- 
ever, to  be  excepted  from  this  obfervation;  for  their 
fituation  on  the  eaftern  coaft,  over-againft  Flan- 
ders, the  land  of  manufadures  and  commerce,  had 
already  begun  to  raife  them  to  fome  confideration 
as  feats  of  feafaring  trade.     Haddington  which  fuf- 
fered  fo  much  by  the  inundation  before  mentioned, 
could  not  have  fo  fuffered,  had  it  not  poflefied 
ftreets  and  edifices,  liable  to  be  overwhelmed  by 
fuch  a  fate :   Yet,  the  Ntmgate  feems  to  have  been 
its  piincipal  ftrect ;  and  the  houfes  in  it  were  but 
ftraw.roofed  cottages.     It  was,  in  general,  on  the 
eaiiern  fide  of  the  kingdom  alone,  and  towards  the 
fouihcrn  and  middle  parts  of  that  eaftern  fide,*  that 
,     towns  had  begun  to  be  multiplied  and  populouily 
inhabited ;  manufadures  and  trade,  the  fources  of 
ihc  wealth  and  profperity  of  towns,  to  be  called 
2  forth 
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forth  and  cultivated.  Roxburgh^  vthlck  now  cx-^'ct.  11, 
ills  only  in  hiftory,  was  perhaps  in  the  fourteenth  a.  d. 
century,  a  town,  comparatively,  of  no  inconfider-  '53^''^'^' 
able  magnitude.  Jedburgh  alfo  juight,  at  lead,  de- 
ferve  the  name  of  a  town.  But,  in  all  the  ancient 
records,  however  towns  may  be  mentioned  as  at 
this  time  exifting  in  Scotland ;  yet,  the  caftles  of 
the  King-  and  the  nobility,  and  the  monafteries, 
cathedrals,  churches,  chapels,  and  parfonage-houfes. 
of  the  clergy,  are  dill  the  moft  confiderable  build* 
ings  defcribed.  Aberdeen  mud  have  been  a  place, 
of  fome  condderation,  when  its  citizens  marched 
out  againfl  Roiheme,  in  the  days  of  David  Bruce. 
But,  the  punifhment  which  the  Englifli  king  in- 
flided  upon  thofe  who  had  adventured  out  upon 
that  hardy  enterprize,  was  fuch  as  to  reduce  their 
town  to  aihes*. 

Of  the  variations  which,  during  this  fourteenth  cuUnary 
century,  took  place  upon  the  culinary,  and  the^^^Jj^^/^J" 
other  meaner  arts,  there  is  but  little  to  be  related,  ^^c*"^*- 
Salted  provifions  formed  ftill  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  food  of  the  Scots  during  the  courfe  of 
the  year.     That  animal-food  which  theyconfum- 

VoL.III.  Gg  ed 

•  Fordun.  XIII.  28.  38,  39,  40,  41.  45.  35.  48.  VI.  paf- 
^»m, — XIV.  21.  3fc. — Foedera,  VI.  40.  133.  &c.— It  is  a  cu- 
nous  fa6t,  that  a  toxnbftone  and  other  materials  for  the  fune- 
ral mionainent  of  David  Brace,  were  to  be  procured  from 
England^  and  from  the  Continent.  Even  the  mafons,  to  ere<5l 
»t»  came  from  England  :— Faedcra,  VI.  721 :— Statlft.  Ac- 
counts, &c 
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Sec  r.  If.  c(j  while /r<?/^,  was  often  ufcd  alfo  almoft  rav:. 
A.  D.    The  naftinefs  which  always  prevails  among  fevaj^cs 

tjio-Msj^uj  barbarians,  feems  to  have  predominated,  a^  a 
prefiding  daemon,  in  the  chambers,  at  the  tables 
in  the  kitchens,  and  in  the  halls  of  the  Scots  of 
this  age.     Even  at  their  moft  plentiful  and  fumptu- 
ous  entertainments,  all  the  garniture  of*  the  feaf?, 
neatnefs,  delicacy,  clcanlinefs,  fober  temperance, 
were  (till  wanting.     Nor  in  clothing,   were  they 
better  accommodated.  ^   The  cloak,  the  mantle,  the 
doublet,  the  hpfe,  with  pointed  fhoes,  were  the  or- 
dinary articles  of  complete  drefs.    But,  it  was  when 
clad  rather  in  complete  fteel,  that  the  warriour 
was  beft  pleafed  with  his  own  garb.     The  priefls 
and  monks  arrayed  themfelres  in  richer  robe.% 
black,  white,  grcy^  purple ;  although  in  other  in- 
Itances,  with  afFefted  or  weak  humility,  in  robes 
peculiarly  fimple  and  mean.     Among  the  work- 
men of  the  mechanic  arts,  the/mith  ftill  retained 
his  ancient  pre-eminence.     '1  he  miller  was  alfo  a 
confiderable  man  among  the  peafantry.     The  ma- 
Jon  who  poffeffed  talents  for  architedural  contri- 
vance and   defign^  was   generally  ranked   above 
mere  artifans.     The  weaver,  the  fhoemaker,  the 
taylor,  and,  in  general,  nhe  artifans  of  all  thofe 
arts  which  in  a  favage  Rate  are  rcfigned  to  the 
women,  feem  to  have  been  often  perfons  living  in 
a  flate  of  villainage ^--T^r  but  ifiewly  emancipated  out 
pf  it,  and  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  burghs  be- 
longing 
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longing  to  the  kings  or  the  barons.  The  laws  ref-^**^-  ^^' 
peeling  the  falmon-fifliery,  the  great  ufe  made  of  a.  d. 
falmons  as  an  article  of  food  for  winter,  and  par-'^'^'^"'^*^ 
ticularly.  for  the  (lores  of  garrifohs  and  of  the 
convents,  befpeak  fifhing  to  have  been  a  fpecies  of 
ufeful  induftry,  which  was,  at  this  time^  inoft  >ffi- 
duoufly  purfued.  Whether  it  occupied  a  clafs  of 
men,  who  employed  themfelves  folely  in  6fh- 
ing,  or  was  rather  followed  but  occafionally  by 
perfons  who  applied  alfo  to  different  labours,  can- 
not be  precifely  afcertaincd.  Yet  is  it  probable, 
that  the  latter  woRld  be  the  mode?  in  which  the 
fifliing  of  the  Scotiifli  coafts  and  rivers,  was  ufually 
carried  on ;  fmce  the  fubdivifion  of  labour  was 
ilill  very  imperfe£t  in  Scotland,  and  the  Scots  in 
general,  were  as  yet  far  from  having  learned  how 
much  better  it  is  to  earn  the  comforts  of  induftry, 
than  to  (larve  in  liftlefs  floth*. 

This  was  an  age  favourable  to  the  improvement ^a^'t*- 
of  the  Scots  in  the  knowledge  of  maritime  affairs^ 
and  in  the  praftice  of  navigation.  Their  wars  with 
the  Englifli,  who  in  navigation  remarkably  excelled, 
at  this  time,  among  the  nations  of  Europe,  unavoid- 
ably led  the  Scots  themfelves  to  become  alfo  bold  and 
hardy  failors.  Having  fo  conftant  an  intercourfe  with 
France,  which  could  not  be  carried  on  without  con- 
tinual voyages,  they  neceffarily  became  more  and 
wore  a  maritime  natjon,  while  repairing  fo  fre- 
quently, 
*  Dofdem,  paiSm. 
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szcT.  II.  quently,  by  fea,  to  the  aid  of  their  French  allies, 
A.  D.    during  the  progrcfs  of  the  prefont  century*     By 

Kzoi4^SiiiQ  Flemings,  and  the  citizens  in  general,  of  the 
combined  hanse  or  free  trading  towns  on  the  mid- 
dle and  northern  coafts  of  the  European  continent, 
who  were  niafters  of  almoft  all  the  trade  and  navi- 
gation of  thefe  feas;  were  the  Scots  fignally  in- 
fhudled  and  aided  in  the  management  of  any  ope- 
rations of  naval  war,  in  which  they  had  occafion 
to  engage.  It  was  Crabbe,  the  famous  Fleming  who 
had  formerly  fortified  Berwick,  that  brought  a  fleet 
of  Flemifli  veflels  to  oppofe  the  Englifli  fleet,  with 
which  Edward  Balliol  came  to  invade  Scdtland. 
His  aid  proved  indeed  unairai,Iing,  and  his  fleet  was 
deflroyed, — That  was  a  defperate  conflid  at  fea  in 
which  Lindfayperiflied bravely  fighting  with  theEng- 
Kfli,  who  had  attacked  a  French  veffel,  in  which  he 
with  many  noble  perfons  belonging  to  Scotland,  were 
returning  from  a  temporary  retirement  in  France, 
to  the  defence  of  their  native  country.  Hautpyle, 
the  famous  French  mariner,  who  brought  his  fliips 
to  aid  the  Scots,  infl:ruQ:ed  them  alfo  unavoidably 
more  or  lefs  in  the  maritime  arts,  and  gavea  luftre 
to  their  navigation  by  the  deeds  which  he  atchiev- 
ed  in  their  fervice. — Yet,  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  Englifh  were  in  thefe  days  abfolute  maf- 
ters  of  the  Scotti(h  feas.  Whenever  they  came  to 
invade  Scotland  by  land ;  their  fleets  were  ftill 
teady  to  attend  along  the  coaft,  the  progrefs  of 

their 
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their  land-armies*  However  the  Scots  might  Sect.  ir. 
frequently  oppofe  the  invaders  on  land,  at  fea  they  a.  d. 
rarely  dared  tp  attack  the  Englifli  fleets.  When^^^^'^'^ 
the  Scottifli  coafts  were  ravaged  from  the  Tweed 
to  the  Moray-frith  ;  when  Englifh  piracy  advanced 
up  the  Forth,  almoft  to  Stirling,  up  the  Tay,  to 
Perth }  fpoiling  and  deftroying  whatever  it  could 
find :  It  was  to  fancied  miracles,  to  the  fabled  in- 
terpofition  of  faints,  whofe  ihrines  were  pillaged,  ^ 
not  to  a  naval  force,  which  might  have  funk  or 
taken  the  fliips  of  the  fpoilers ;  that  the  affrighted 
Scots  referred  themfelves  for  proteftion  and  re- 
drefs.  From  the  death  of  Robert  Bruce,  to  the 
very  period  of  the  return  of  the  Firft  James  out 
of  captivity,  the  Engliih  remained  lords  of  this 
eaftern  fea.  The  Scots  might  augment  the  num-  ' 
bers  of  their  trading  veflels;  might  increafe  the  fre- 
quency of  their  intercourfe  with  their  continental 
allies  :  But  they  ftill  wanted  wealth,  trade,  extent 
of  coaft,  a  due  connexion  with  the  other  maritime 
powers  of  Europe,  to  enable  them  to  form  a  navy 
that  could  be  formidable  to  that  of  England,  This 
was  to  be  the  atchievement  of  a  later  aera.— Yet, 
the  Scots  fometimes  found  means  fuccefsfully  to 
wreak  their  rage,  even  by  water,  upon  fome  of 
their  Englifh  foes.  While,  during  the  abfence  of 
David  Bruce  in  France,  the  caftle  of  Cupar  in 
Fife  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifli ;  about  fixty 
men  from  its  garrifon,  rode  out  on  an  excuriion  as 

far 
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s»cT.u.  far  as  DumbriCil,  and  thence  fending  back  their 
A.D.    horfes,  propofed  to  crofs  the  Frith  of  Forth.     It 

I33c-i4a5y^a5  now  midnight,  and  the  moop  fhone  bright. 
iWi^h  forae  d^fHcuhy  they  procured  a  man,  named 
Alan  Sterifman,.who.either  kept  there  a  ferry-boat, 
or  happened  at  the  time  to  be  near  with  a  fmall 
fiftiing-bai^k, — to  ferry  them  acrofs  the  :Frith.  The 
reluftance  of  Sterifman  and  his  •  companions  was 
overcome  by  beating  and  threats.  He  rcprefled 
the  exprefliou  of  his  refeatment,  and  feemcd  to 
obey  their  wi (lies  with  the  utmofl:  aftivity-  But 
reaching  a  fand-bank  which  the  ebbing  tide  ufually 
left  dry  and  bare,  from  Cramond-ifland,  as  far  as 
to  Barnbougje.;  he  pcrfuaded  them  there  to  leave 
the  bo^t,  as  if  they  had  reached  the  farther  ihore* 
The runcertain  light  of  the  mpon  rendered  it  im- 
polGble  .for  them  to  diflinguiih  whether  or  not  he 
told  the  truth.  But  Sterifman  was  fcarcely  gone 
with  his  boat  beyond  their  reach,  when  they  be- 
^gan  to  perceive  that  they  were  only  upon  a  fand- 
bank,  furrounded  on  all  fides  .with  water,  which  was 
too  deep  for  them  to  wade  through  it,  and  was  fad 
rifing  to  fwcep  them  away.  In  vain  did  they  call 
upon  Alan  to  return ;  .in  vain  th^y  .implored 
^him  .with  fupplications  as  abje^  as  their  commands 
hfid  been  impotenily  infolent ;  in  vain  offered 
him  even  fifty  pounds,  if  he  would  but  receive 
them  again  into  his  veffel.  He  lent  a  deaf  ear 
alike  to  their  offers,  their, prayers,  and  their  cries. 
2  The 
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The  ftripes  fie  had  fufFered ;  the  un\rilling  naviga-  Sict.  li. 
tion  which  he  had  been  at  midttight,  compelled  td  ^.d. 
make  ;  the  abhorrence  vrhich  an  honed  Scotfman'^^^'^*^ 
naturally  felt  for  the  ufurpmg,  opprcflivc  Englifti ; 
hardened  his  fullen  hijart  againft  their  diftrefs. 
Their  drowning  fiirieks ;  for,  as  the  tide  rofe,  they, 
every  one,  periflied ;  ftruck  his  ear,  as  the  fweeteflf 
mufic,  while  he  approached  the  bank  of  the  Frith, 
from  which  he  had  fet  fail. — That  the  naval  cnter- 
prizc  againfl:  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  was  conduc- 
ed from  Dundee  by  Curric,  Douglas,  and  their  com- 
panions ;  feems  to  imply  that  Dundee  was  at  thix 
time  a  feaporr-towil,  probably  in  poffeffion  of  fome 
trading  (hips,  however  few  and  fmall.  WHliatti  Dou- 
glas of  Nithfdale  appears  to  have  had  no  difficulty  in 
finding  fliipping  for  that  expedition  which  he  con- 
duced by  fea  againfl:  Carlingford  iii  Ireland,  and 
againft  the  Ifle  of  Man.— In  eyefy  frith,  lA  every 
bay,  at  the  mouth  of  every  river,  from  Annart, 
arourid  all  the  Scottilh  coafts  to  Berwick,  there 
were  a  itiuliitude  of  boats,  for  fifliing,  for  ra- 
p'ne  artd  war,  even  fot  occafional,  diflrant  navi- 
gatiion*.  'And  yet  the  Scots  did  nor  carry  on 
any  tVade,  by  fea,  more  than  was  neceffafy  for 
the  exportatiort[  of  foiiie  of  their  few  fuperflui- 
ties,  ill  exchange  for  things  which  although 
n6t  pi'oduced  in  their  ovvfi  country,  were  how- 
ever wanted  by  theii^.      Wool  and  hides,   with 

the  pearls  of  their  rivers,  and,  in  years  of  plenty, 

fome 
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sicT.  n.  fome  dried  fifli,  were  their  ftaple  articles  for  cxpor- 
^  D.    tation.     The  precious  metals,  cloths  for  raiment, 

13301415  ^rniour  of  all  forts,  whatever  was  curious  in  furni- 
ture, or  in  the  decorations  of  ornamented  archi- 
tedure,  were  all  to  be  imported  from  abroad. 
Prefents  from  their  allies  of  France,  the  gold  which 
rewarded  their  military  fervices  on  the  Continent, 
the  fpoils  which  they  took  in  battle,  and  the  pre- 
cious things  which  the  clergy  received  in  prefents, 
or  purchafed  abroad  for  the  purpofe  of  rendering 
religion  more  auguft ;  were  the  principal  objeds 
of  importation,  by  which  their  country  was  en- 
riched, and  a  tafte  for  refinement  and  luxury 
gradually  awa|s:ened  among  them*. 

pifcoTcry  But,  in  the  mean  time,  if  we  may  truft  the  cu^ 
foundUndjious  narrative  of  an  old  Italian  voyager,  fome  im- 
*^  portant  adventures  of  navigation  were  carried  on 
from  the  iiles  contiguous  to  the  northern  and  the 
north-wefl  parts  of  Scotland.  Zeno,  the  Italian, 
by  whom  the  account  of  thefe  fads  has  been  com- 
memorated, was  carried  by  the  bold,  mercantile 
and  naval  adivity  of  the  Italians  of  that  age,  to 
explore  the  coafts  of  the  northern  feas.  In  the 
progrefs  of  his  adventures,  he  was  accidentally  caft 
among  the  Iflcs  of  Orkney.  Being  there  detained 
by  the  kind  reception  he  met  with  from  their  in- 
habitants, and  by  the  difficulty  of  finding  means  to 

return 
♦  Fcedcra,  VL  133.  VIII.  450 :— Fordan.  XIII.  46. XIV. 
13.  48,  49.  52,  &c. 
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return  home,  he  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  theS^c^.H. 
prince  of  thofe  ifles,  and  was  led  to  vifit  alfo  occa-    a.  d. 
fionally  the  Shetland  ifles  and  the  Hebudae.    Henry'33°^-^Mii 
Sinclair,  a  vaiTal  of  the  Scottifli  King,  about  this 
very  period,  in  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
conquered  the  Orknies  from  chieftains  who  were 
feudally  dependent  upon  the  King  of  Norway;     It 
was  in  Sinclair's  fervice,  that  2eno  engaged.    His 
talents  for  navigation,  fo  highly  fuperior  to  what-- 
ever  thofe  rude  iilanders  ^ere  capable  of,  recom* 
mended  him  to  the  higheft  favour  with  Sinclair,  and 
enabled  him  to  advance  the  authority  and  grandeur 
of  his  lord  among  all  the  furrounding  ifles.    He 
contemplated  with  curiofity,  the  manners  of  thef 
rude  Hebudians,   their  poverty^    tHeir  inceffant 
quarrels^  their  unwearied,   paddling  navigation^ 
But,  the  a&ive  fpirit  of  the  people  of  the  Ork* 
ney  and  Shetland  ifles,  and  the  high  enterprifing 
ardour  of  Sinclair^  viQorious  over  his  foes,  and 
enlightened  by  the  counfets  of  fo  able  a  naviga- 
tor as  Zeno,  prompted  them  to  pufli  their  enter- 
prizes  far  away,  towards  the   aorth-weft.      Tof 
Iceland,  long  fince  colonized  by  the  Norwegians,' 
they  penetrated  ia  fome  voyages,  which  were  not 
attended  with  any  very  extraordinary  difficulties^ 
Greenland  was  explored  by  them  in  other  voy- 
ages.    As  well  as  in  Greenland  as  in  Iceland^ 
they  found  Chriftianity  eftabliflied,  and  the  inha-i 
bitauts  neither  without  induftry,  nor  ftrangers  to* 
Voi-.IIL  Hh  the 
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Sect.  h.  tj^g  comfoFts  which  mduftry  beftows.     But,  the 
I     A.  D.    limits  of  their  adventures  were  not  to  "be  fixed, 

i33o-i445gyg^  there.  The  inhabitants  of  Greenland  had,  at 
^  this  time,  frequent  intcrcourfe  with  the  people  of 
a  more  weftem  land,  which  they  named  Winland^ 
or  EJioiiland^  had  even  colonifts  fettled  there,  and 
were  acquainted  with  its  produdions.  The  exift- 
ence  and  the  bearings  of  this  land,  were  made  known 
by  them  to  our  adventurers  ;  who  repaired  eagerly 
jthither,  and  if  not  enriched  by  the  voyage,  at  left 
convinced  themfelvcs  by  perfonal  infpeftion  of  the 
truth  of  what  the  Greenlanders  had  related  con- 
cerning it.  That  land  could  be  no  other  than  the 
extenfive  American  ifle  of  Newfoundland.  The 
bold  Norwegians,  as  it  (hould  feem,  had  difcovered 
the  weflern  hemifphere,  in  thofe  illuftrious  days  of 
their  piratical  navigation,  when  they  conquered  or 
ravaged  almoft  all  the  maritime  territories  of  the 
middle  and  northern  parts  of  Europe.  Eftablifhing 
themfelves  in  Iceland,  exploring  Greenland ;  their 
bold  and  reftlefs  a£tivity  eafily  led  them  to  extend 
their  enterprizes  farther,  upon  that  fide.  But,  it 
was  only  a  bleak,  inhofpitable  land, — without  any 
obvious  natural  riches  which  they  might  have 
feized, — inhabited  by  no  opulent  and  induftrious 
people,  whom  they  might  have  pillaged  or  fubdu- 
ed.  They  therefore  turned  their  expeditions  once 
more  towards  the  middle  parts  of  Europe,  where 
alone  was  wealth  to  be  acquired,  or  enviable  fettle- 

ments 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Book  IV.]'   HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.     .         243 

mcnts  to  be  obtained.  Their  colonifts  in  Iceland  ^«ct.  ii. 
and  Greenland,  or  rather  in  the  latter  ifle  alone,  a.  d. 
continued,  from  time  to  time,  to  vifit  that  we(tern*-^°  ''♦^^  " 
coaft  which  the  adventures  of  Norwegian  naviga- 
tion had  difcovered.  But,  they  wanted,  in  a  great 
meafure,  the  illumination  of  literature.  They  were 
not  aware  that  they  had  difcovered  a  country,  of 
which  the  fouthern  parts  were  rich  and  fair,  and 
which  was  afterwards  to  attrad,  as  to  a  focus,  all 
the  ambition,  curiofity,  and  avarice  of  almod  all 
Europe ;  they  thought  not  of  the  extent  and  iuture 
importance  of  America  j  and  they  were  little  care- 
ful to  regifter  and  preferve  the  memory  of  their  . 
difcoveries.  It  was  after  the  rage  for  the  difcovery 
of  n^w  lands  had  been  fully  and  eagerly  awakened, 
that  Zeno  went  to  vifit  thefc  northern  feas,  and 
conducted  the  inhabitants  of  the  Orkney  and  Shet- 
land ifles  to  retrace  the  fteps'  which  ancient  Nor- 
wegian navigators  had  once  purfued.  The  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  expedition  evince,  that  thefe 
iflanders  ftill  retained  the  fame  fpirit  which  had 
animated  the  ancient  Norwegians,  from  whom  they 
were  chiefly  defcended.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
memoirs  of  the  Zeno's,  the  adventure,  like  other 
adventures  of  a  dark  age,  ^nd  a  barbarian  nation,, 
had  moft  probably  been  forever  forgotten*. 

But,  were  the  arts  of  war  improved,  among  the 
Scots,  in  the  courfe  of  this  century,  to  greater  Ikil- 

fulnefs, 

♦  Hakluyt.  Vol  III.  P.  114:  Ramufio,  II.  232  :  Forftcr\ 
voyages  aod  difcoveries  in  the  Norths  178  to  209, 
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Sect.  iL  folnefs,  and  to  more  heroic  magnanimity  ?  They 
'    A.  D.    were.  Until  this  century,  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  had 
i33o-M»5jjQf  been  imbibed  by  the  Scottiih  warriours  in  ge- 
neral, in  all  its  romantic  generofity,  and  in  all  its 
daring  yet  not  fa vage  valour.  Courage  had  not  been 
before,  cordially  allied  to  gentlenefs,  force  to  for* 
bearance,  the  practice  of  war  to  faithful,  unfwerving 
honour.    Throughout  all  Europe,  it  was  the  fame; 
Every  where,  the  genius  of  chivalry  ihone  the  mod 
MartUi    illuftrious,  in  this  age.     In  Scotland,  the  virtues 
ihc"scotf.  of  chivalry  were  now  the  moft  confpicuous  quali- 
ties of  the  warriour.     This  fpirit  affeSed  the  ge- 
neral praflice  of  war,  and  failed  not  to  influence 
every  operation  of  a&ual  offence'  or  defence,  in 
which  the  Scots  engaged.     It  regulated  the  punc* 
tillos  of  general  battle  and  of  fingle  combat.     It 
prompted  the  youth  to  early  adivity  in  the  excr- 
cife  of  arms.     It  prefided  over  the  tournament  and 
the  chace. 

As  to  arms  J  thofe  ufed  in  this  age,  were,  for  the 
greater  part,  not  remarkably  different  from  thofe 
which  had  been  in  ufe  among  the  Scots,  during  the 
century  immediately  preceding  this.  But  yet>  the 
invention  of  a  new  fpecies  of  arms  had,  in  the 
mean  time,  begun  to  change  in  a  great  meafure,  all 
jhe  plans  and  operations  of  war.  Tbcfe  were  fire- 
arms, unknown  to  the  warriours  of  antiquity,  to 
the  bpld  favages  who  fubverted  the  Roman  em- 
pire, 
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pire,  to  <he  heroes  of  the  Crufades,  to  all  who  had^'^^-  ^ 
fought  and  bled  during  the  earlier  centuries  of  the  a.  d. 
warfare  of  modern  Europe.  i33o.i4»5 

The  uplifted  arm,  the  clenched  fift,  a  ftone  ta^iufiec- 
ken  from  the  earth,  a  branch  torn  from  a  tree^arm^ur^^ 
were  the  firft  weapons  of  offence,  ufed  among 
mankind.  The  branch  was  foon  exchanged  for  a 
club  ;  the  ftone  was  thrown  from  a  fling;  the  (kins  ' 
of  wild  beafts  ufed  for  ordinary  clothing,  were  yet 
more  carefully  employed  to  ihield  the  breaft,  and 
to  proted  the  head  from  the  ftroke  of  an  enemy. 
The  club  was  again  fharpened  into  a  javelin  or  a 
(pear,  or  at  the  fame  time  while  it  was  iharpen** 
ed,  was  alfo  (hortened  even  into  a  dart.  To  the 
fling  was  foon  added  a  piece  of  flexible  wood ; 
and  it  became  a  bow,  to  which  the  dart  poliflied  to 
flendernefs,  might  be  fitted  as  an  arrow.  Metals 
were  not  fooner  applied  as  inftryments  of  the  ufe^- 
ful  arts  of  peace,  than  employed  to  tnake  more 
deadly,  the  weapons  of  war.  The  fword,  the  fcyme- 
tar,  the  dagger,  the  iron-headed  fpear  were  fabri« 
cated  with  the  metals,  which  rendered  their  wounds 
more  deadly*  But,  beingapplied  likewife  with  equal 
fuccefs  to  the  improvement  of  defenfive  armour,  the 
metals  ftrengthened  it  almoft  as  much  as  they  had 
improved  and  fliarpened  the  weapons  of  offence ; 
thus  maintaining  nearly  the  fame  equality  which 
had  before  fubfifted  between  the  affailant  and  the 

warriour 
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sicT.  II.   warriour  affailed.     Ingenuity  and  art  were  foon 
A,  D.    tnore  diligently  -applied  to  the  fabrication  of  ar. 

13^0-1445  jn^Qur  of  all  forts,  than  to  almoft  any  other  pur- 
pofe.  The  Afiatics,  tiie  Greeks,  the  Romans 
pofTeflfed  coats  of  mall,  fpears,  javelins,  darts, 
Ihields,  bows,  and  quivers  fil  ed  with  arrows*  The 
'  barbarian  conquerors  of  the  Roman  empire  adopt- 
ed the  ufe  even  of  heavier  armour  than  that  which 
'  the  Romans  had  been  accuftomed  to  wear.  The 
tnen  at  arms  or  heavy-armed  Ibldiery  of  the  mo- 
dern  European  armies,  were  fo  completely  clad  in 
maffy  fteel ;  that  it  feemed  as  if  the  warriour  thus 
armed,  and  then  mounted  on  horfeback,  or  placed 
in  the  field  of  fight,  would  fcarcely  be  able  either 
to  advance  or  retire,  or  to  do  any  thing  elfe  bul 
bear  the  brunt  of  his  adverfary's  blow,  to  wield, 
himfelf,  fome  awkward  ftrokes,  and  to  ftand  or  fall 
lumpifhly  on  the  fpot  on  which  he  was  fixed*  But, 
the  efficacy  of  exq^cife  and  habit,  was  wonderfully 
exhibited  in  ftrengthening  the  knights  of  modern 
Europe,  as  well  as  the  foldiers  of  ancient  Rome, 
to  bear  the  weight  of  all  their  armour,  at  the  fame 
time  while  they  exerted  themfelves  in  marches,  in 
battle,  in  the  exercifes  of  the  tournament,  as  if 
they  had  been  not  more  heavily  armed  than  the  nak- 
ed foldiery  of  later  times*  Bodily  force  and  agility 
were  thus  proportioned  to  the  weight  of  armour 
which  was  to  be  wielded  and  fultained  :  The  de« 
fenfive  armour  was  proportioned  to  the  weapons 

employed 
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employed  for  offence  :  And  the  art  of  war,  was  skct.il  i 

made  more  artificial  and  complex,  but  not  abfo-    ^^  jy^ 

lutely  more  deftru£kiv«,  by  thofe  continual  new  in-'^^®*'**^  I 

yeutions  which  were  produced  to  render  its  wea* 

pons  more  fatally  death-dealing  than  they  had  been 

before. 


The  tactics  of  an  army,— or  the  arrangement TaAic^ 
of  its  troops  for  aftual  fight, — have  always  a  necef.*"j*[^'/**^ 
fary  relation  to  the  armour  they  wear,  and  the*'* 
weapons  which  they  wield,  as  well  as  to  the  local 
nature  of  the  country  in  which  they  are  deftined 
to  combat.     While  men  ufed  in  battle  nothing 
but  clubs  and  ftones ;  their  mode  of  fight  was  ex« 
tremely  defultory  :    They  might  meet  together  iit 
two  hoftile  bands ;  but  no  fooner  did  thefe  oppo« 
fite  bands  come  to  blows,  than  they  were  irregu- 
larly intermingled  together  in  the  fame  diforder  as 
if  they  had  been  but  fo  many  unconneded  indi* 
viduals,  by  their  nature  incapable  of  fighting  in 
concert.      The  bow,  the  javelin,  the  dart,   the 
fword,  the  poinard,  the  fcymetar,  were  all  wea- 
pons fiifceptible  of  being  ufed  with  effed,  without 
any  combination  with  Ikilful  and  orderly  taffies. 
Advantages  of  ground  might  indeed  be  chofen, 
before  an  engagement ;  an  .open  plain  might  be 
preferred  to  a  field  broken  with  petty  and  trouble- 
fome  inequalities, — a  rifing  ground  to  the  bottom 
I  of  a  hill }  a  march  might  be  conduftcd  rather  over 

opeu 
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Sect.  h.  Qpgn  ground,  than  amid  unexplored  morafies  and 
A.  D.    forefts ;  a  pafs  might  be  vigilantly  feized  to  inter- 

i33ox4a5cept  an  advancing  or  a  retiring  foe :  But  ftill when 
the  adion  began»  all  was  tumult,  confufion,  the 
diforder  of  a  herd  of  wild  animals.  It  was  in  this 
ftate/of  ta£iics  and  military  difcipline,  that  one  man 
might  fometimes  rout  an  hundred,  that  fudden 
panics,  would,  at  times,  put  vaft  armies  to  flight, 
that  a  diforderly  multitude  would  fometimes  turn 
their  arms  againfl:  each  other,  not  againft  the  foes 
they  came  to  oppofe ;  and  this  not  fo  much  from 
any  fudden  contention,  as  from  mere  confufion, 
and  want  of  order  in  their  marches  and  encamp- 
ments. When  the  fpear  became  the  favourite, 
weapon  of  offence)  when  infantry  began  to  be  con- 
lidered  as  being  a  more  effeSive  foldiery  than  ca- 
valry,  for  all  purpofes,  except  for  foraging,  and  fot 
other  defultory  operations  of  a  iimilar  nature :  then 
armies  began  to  be  divided  into  troops  and  fquad- 
rons,  and  to  be  arranged  for  march  and  for  battle  ; 
in  fomething  like  the  order  of  rank  and  file.  There  ; 
was  fomewhat,  yet  only  a  very  little,  of  this  order  j 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  Pierfian  armies,  at  the 
times  when  th6y  atchieved  their  moft  illullrious 
conquefts.  In  the  armies  of  the  Greeks,  there 
was  much  mote  of  it.  But,  the  Macedonian  pha- 
lanx, a  body  of  troops,  who  were  regularly  organ- 
ized, in  a  manner,  into  one  machine,  of  which  all 
the  parts  had  a  due  proportion  and  reference  to 

1  one 
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one  another,  fo  as  to  conftitute  one  whole  ;  was  s***^-  "• 

the  firft  eminent  example  of  (cientific  or  highly    a.  d. 

artificial  ta£tic$,  which  was  exhibited  in  the  mutual  "5^°"*^*^ 

wars  of  mankind.     The  foldiers  of  the  Macedonian 

phalanx  were  armed  with  fpears  of  a  prodigious 

length,  and  with  the  ufual  diefenfive  armour  of  the 

age ;  and  on  ground  on  which  they  could  ad,  and  . 

againft  the  undifciplined  foldiers  of  Afia,  and  the 

imperfed  tadics  of  the  other  Greeks,  the  Macedo- 

nians  were  abfolutely  irrefiftible*     But  they  could 

aft  only  on   exceedingly  advantageous  ground. 

They  were  an  unwieldy  machine,  which  could  not 

be  readily  accommodated  to  all  that  diverfity  of 

circumftances  in  which  it  might  be  neceflary  to 

fight.    While  the  Macedonian  tadics  were  diffufed 

throughout  Aiia,  and  through  the  eaftern  parts  of 

Europe ;  the  military  difcipline  of  the  Romans, 

whofe  principal  weapon  was  alfo  the  fpear,  was 

improTed  to  a  degree  of  perfedion,  fuperior  to  that 

of  the  Greeks.    It  was  better  adapted  thaa  that  of 

the  Greeks,  to  every  diverfity  of  circumftances  in 

which  combats  between  oppofed  armies  could  take 

place.    Nay,  it  feemi  to  have  become  the  moft 

perfed,  of  which  men  meeting  in  military  array, 

for  hoftile  purpofes,  and  with  fuch  armour  as  the 

Romans  wore,  can  well  be  fufceptible.     After  the 

ftrudure  of  the  Roman  military  fyftem  had  been 

dellroyed;  their  arms  and  their  difcipline  were 

pardy  adopted  by  the  barbarians,  who  by  ferving 

Vol.  IIL  I  i  i^t 
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^«^^j"-  in  the  Romans  armies,  not  Icfs  than  by  contending 
A.  D.    againft  them,  learned  at  iaft  to  fubdue  them.  But, 

13 jo-i4»5  intp  the  difcipline  and  tadics  of  ancient  Rome, 
even  the  moft  perfeftlj  difciplined  of  thde  barba- 
rians,  introduced  fomething  of  that  wild  irregular 
impetuoiity,  which  belonged  peculiarly  to  their  na- 
.  ture^and  to  their  barbarian  habits  of  warfare.  Spear- 
men, horfemen  and  infantry,bowmen,  dingers,  com- 
pofed  the  ftrength  of  the  European  armies,  in  the 
twelfth,  the  thirteenth,  and  the  fourteenth,  centu« 
ries.  The  cavalry  and  the  fpearmen,  were  ufually 
the  main  ftrength  of  thefe  armies  ^  but  they  owed 
their  fuperiority,  perhaps,  even  more  to  the  com* 
plete  and  weighty  defenfive  armour,  in  which  they 
were  clad,  than  to  any  (kiiful  evolution,  or  to  any 
happy  combination  of  efforts  in  the  order  of  attack 
or  defence.  Thefe  ufually  decided  the  fortune  of 
every  pitched  battle.  Next  to  them  were  the  arch- 
ers or  bowmen.  The  archers  fighting  from  a 
dtftance,  were  commonly  fo  ftationed,  as  to  cover 
the  attack  of  the  fpearmen  of  the  army  to  which 
they  belonged ;  and  with  fuch  powerful  effeft  were 
their  ibafts  often  fent,  that  the  fpearmen  oppofed 
to  them  were  fometimes  broken  by  their  aflault 
alone,  or  were  at  leafl:  fo  forely  galled,  as  to  be  eafily 
maftered  by  the  adverfe  fpearmen  who  advanced  to 
'  attack  them,  under  the  cover  of  a  body  of  fuch  able 
archers.  In  the  fourteenth  century,  when  theEng- 
|ifh  yeomanry  bad  rifen  to  ibme  confiderable  degree 

of 
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of  imporlanee  in  the  ftatc;  the  Englifli  archers  who^'c^.  u. 
were  compofed  out  of  this  order,  appear  to  have    a.  d. 
been  the  beft  ia  Europe.  The  cavalry,  the  fpearmeh,  '330-1425 
were  not  invariably  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  French, 
were  fcarcely  «qual  to  thofe  of  Scotland  i    But, 
the  archers  were  unequalled.    In  all  their  jMtched 
battles,  it  was  ftill  by  the  fuperiority  of  their  arch- 
ers that  the  Englifh  routed  the  Scots,  whenever 
the  Scots  had  the  fate  to  be  routed  by  them^    The 
Eogliih  bowmen  were  freemen  of  fome  confidera- 
tionin the  country;  the Scotti&  were  but  a  mifer- 
able  peafantry^  poor,  and  fubjefk  to  the  thraldom 
of  villainage :  Hence  probably  come  the  fuperior- 
ity  6f  the  bdwmen  and  other  light-armed  troops  of 
the  former,  over  thofe  of  the  latter^. 

But,  in  this  century,  a  difcovery  was  madeinTCBtion 
known,  which  was  deftined.  to  change  entirely  the^^r 
whole  fyftem  of  difcipiine  and  tactics,  and  to  ex-*^^^'** 
alt  tadics  much  more  nearly  to  fdentific  perfec- 
tion, than  even  among  the  ancient  Macedonians 
and  Romans.     Of  mi^le  weapons,  the  arrow,  the 
javelin,  the  dart,  had  been  in  ufe  among  man- 
kind, almoil  from  the  earlieil  times.    At  fieges, 
there  had  bepn  various  propelling  engines  employ- 
ed for  calling  flones  and  other  weapons  to  a  dif* 
tance,  and  with  a  force  which  no  effort  of  the  hu- 
man 

•  Polybii  Hid.— Vcgct.  dc  re  militari,  Sec* 
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SicT.  II.  man  arm  could  have  otherwife  communicated  to 
A.  D.    theiti.     But,  it  was  rcfervcd  for  the  votaries  of 

i33o-i4»5  alchemy,  in  the  dark  ages  of  modern  Europe,  to 
compofe  a  fulminating  powder,  the  ingredients  of 
which  fhouid,  at  the  contad:  of  fire,  burfl:  afunder 
with  fuch  inconceivable  violence,  as  to  expel  ta  a 
vaft  diftance,  and  with  extraordinary  force,  any 
objefts  which  might  meet  their  impulfe.  The  fa- 
mous Roger  Bacon  of  Oxford,  a  man  whofc  ge- 
nius, fcientific  refearch,  and  enlargement  of  mind, 
raifed  him  greatly  above  the  level  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived,  is  believed  to  have  produced  the 
'  invention  of  gunpowder,  fome  time  before  the 
prefent  period,  but  to  have  concealed  his  invention 
in  an  anagram,  either  out  of  humanity  to  mankind, 
or  perhaps  in  that  fpirit  which  made  the  alchemifts 
particularly,  often  envy  to  others,  the  communica- 
tion of  fecrets  which  they  themfelves  had  not  at- 
tained. Schwartz  of  Germany,  another  chemift, 
bufied  in  fome  experiments  connefted  with  the 
purfuit  of  the  univerfal  medicine,  or  of  a  men- 
ftruum  fitted  to  convert  all  things  into  gold ;  ftum- 
bled  upon  the  fame  difcovery,  which  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  made  by  Bacon,  but  did  not,  like 
Bacon,  hide  it  from  the  curiofity  of  mankind. 
■  Pounding  together  nitre,  fulphur,  and  charcoal, 
he  found  himfelf  to  have  formed  a  mixture  which 
exhibited  the  moft  wonderful  fulminating  qualities. 
The  powder  was  itfelf  loft  in  the  explofion  excited 
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in  it;  the  impetus  was  terrible  with  which  it  at-^*^;^;;"* 
tacked  in  its  explofion,  all  contiguous  objeds.  a.d. 
Within  a  vcffel  confining  it  upon  all  fides,  but'^^^'^^ 
leaving  it  free  to  z6t  flraight  forward,  and  only  fo, 
it  was  perceived  to  ad  with  the  moft  prodigious 
energy.  Invented,  feen  to  poiTefs  fuch  qualities, 
being  in  the  hands  of  men  whofe  ideas  were  almoft 
all  turned  more  or  iefs  towards  war ;  it  was  applied 
as  an  inftrument  of  death  which,  from  the  tube  of 
a  gun  or  cannon,  might  propel  (tones,  or  lumps  of 
metal,  with  a  force  which  fhould  make  them  ad 
with  mortal  efficacy  againft  a  foe.  The  various 
battering  engines  employed  at  fieges,  approached 
in  their  nature  fo  near  to  what  cannons  or  great 
guns  were  to  be }  that  the  trainfition  of  imagination 
from  the  one  to  the  other,  was  fufficiently  eafy,  to 
favour  the  fpeedy  adopting  of  the  ufe  of  thefe 
and  other  fire-arms.  Cannons  and  calivers  were 
hammered  out  by  the  fmiths  ;  gunpowder  was,  in 
great  abundance,  manufadured ;  balls  of  lead  were 
caft ;  war  was  armed  with  new  inftruments  of  def« 
tradion,  before  unknown.  Th^  by  whom  thefe 
inftruments  were  firft  employed,  would,  no  doubt, 
pleafe  themfelves  .mightily  with  the  thought,  that 
they  had  acquired  a  fort  of  magic  fecret  for  com-, 
raanding  vidory.  But,  there  was  in  the  firft  ufe 
of  them,  a  cumbroufnefs,  an  aukwardnefs,  an  un* 
Ikilfulnefs  in  the  warriours  in  whofe  hands  they 
were,  which  prevented  them  from  conferring,  in 

all 
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SccT^u.  all  inftances,  that  decifive  fuperiority  which  might 
A.  D.   bave  been  expe&ed  from  them*    Nor  was  it  long 

t35o-«4«5pQfli5i^  to  confine  the  benefits  of  a  fecret  fo  im- 
portant to  one  or  two  nations.  The  knowledge, 
the  manufadure,  and  the  ufes  of  gun}K>wder9  were 
foon  diSnfed  over  Europe;  and  heavy  artillery,  and 
portable  fire-arms  were  foon  adopted  into  ufe,  in 
all  the  European  armies.  Edward  the  Third  of 
England^  in  his  wars  in  France,  is  faid  to  have  de- 
rived important  advantages  from  the  ufe  of  fire-arms 
againft  the  French,  while  they  were  unprovided 
with  the  fame  fpecies  of  artillery  and  arms.  An- 
drew Murray,  while  Regent  of  Scotland,  when  he 
reconquered  and  levelled  to  the  ground,  thofe  caT- 
ties  which  Edward  the  Third  had  recently  ere&ed 
or  repaired,  to  retain  the  Scots  in  fubjedioti ;  de- 
rived his  chief  advantages  for  the  fieges,  from  the 
ufe  of  an  engine,  which  feems  to  have  be^i  no 
other  than  a  cannon,  and  was  known  by  the  name  of 
the  BousTouR.-^It  was  thus  that  when  fwords  well 
tempered,and  of  curious  workmanfliip,  were  rare, — 
the  knights  of  the  dark  ages  fondly  gave  liames  to 
their  fwords,  by  which  the  fword  often  became 
little  lefs  iliuftrious,  than  was  the  warriour  who 
wielded  it,-— From  France,  or  from  fome  one  of 
the  friendly  Hanfe  towns,  had  Murray  moil  pro- 
bably received  this  ufeful  engine,  the  firft  of  the 
kind,  that  was  poflefled  by  the  Scots.  Its  efficacy 
'  was  fuch  that,  although  the  Scots  had  hardly  ever 
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before  taken  a  caftle  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Eng*s«cT.  n. 
liih,  otherwife  than  by  ftratagem  or  blockade}    ^.p, 
Murray,  with  this  engine,  took  a  number  of  forta-'^i^Mn 
lices  by  open  and  dired  affault ;  while  more  were 
furrendered  to  him  through  terrour  of  the  irre« 
fiftible  impreflion  and  the  dreadful  havock  which 
its  explofions  were  known  to  make.    Yet,  it  ihould 
feem,  that  Montague,  carl  of  Salilbury,  was  fur- 
Qiflied  with  no  fuch  artillery,  when  he  befieged  the 
caftle  of  Dunbar,  for  two  and  twenty  weeks,  in 
vain.    Such  warlike  inftruments  once  introduced 
into  Scotland,  were  foon  to  come  into  conftant 
ufe,  and  to  produce  an  entire  alteration  of  the 
whole  fyftem  of  the  operations  of  war*. 

Thb  ufe  of  fire-arms,  thus  introduced,  entire-fffeai  of 
ly  changed  the  ancient  ta£tics,  by  precluding  in^^j^^^ 
many  inftances,  the  poilibility  of  engaging  in  clofe^*^* ""  ^ 
combat,  and  by  rendering  it  much  more  eafy  fo 
organize  an  army,  that  it  might  be  guided  into 
adion,  as  if  it  were  one  fimple  machine.  The  fpear« 
men,  formerly  the  main  ftrength  of  every  army, 
could  not,  however  loaded  with  defenfive  armour, 
vithftand  the  voUi^s  of  mufquetry  from  a  well* 
armed  and  well  dilciplined  troop :  If,  even  before 
the  invention  of  firc<arms,  the  ufe  of  the  bow  had 
begun  to  be  often  iingularly  effe&ual,  in  breaking 
and  difordering  the  ranks  of  adverfe  fpearmen ; 
mufquetry,  winch    could  ad   with  much  more 

•  Fordun.  VIII. 
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^^^^^^^  powerful  efficacy  than  arrows  from  z  b6w,  was 
A,D.    unavoidably  formed  to  produce  more  furcly  the 

1330-1425  f^j^g  terribly  annoying  effca.  But,  field-artillery, 
infinitely  more  than  mufquetry,  was  adapted  to 
render  ufelefs  all  the  arms  and  the  difcipline  of  an- 
cient  warfare.  Covered  by  a  vigorous  difcharge 
of  cannons,  any  force,  however  fmall  and  pufillani- 
mous,  might  prevail  againft  the  greatefl:  armies 
wanting  cannons.  All  the  ehgines  anciently  in 
ufe  for  fieges,  were  of  fuch  a  nature,  that,  in  cm- 
ploying  them,  it  was  (liil  neceflfary  for  the  befiegers 
to  advance  almoft  clofe  up  to  the  walls  which  they 
availed.  But,  in  the  ufe  of  cannons,  fuch  danger- 
ous approaches  were  no  longer  requifite.  Beiides, 
the  force  with  which  the  moft  powerful  battering 
engine,  known  in  ancient  warfare,  could  aft,  was 
but  feeble  and  puny  in  comparifon  with  that  of 
cannons  carrying  a  great  weight  of  ball.  Even 
bows,  afting  fomewhat  in  tht  fame  way  as  muf- 
quetry,  but  with  much  lefs  fure,  and  lefs  tremen- 
dous  efficacy,  were,  in  confequence  of  the  inven- 
tion  of  fire-arms,  naturally  to  be  laid  afide  for  thefc 
better  inftruments  of  deftrudHon.  For  (kirmifhing, 
buffi-fighting,  and  purfuit,  no  >  weapons  that  had 
been  before  in  ufe  could  be  comparable  to  the 
mufquet.  Even  the  match-locks,  the  ufe  of  which 
/  was  fubjeft  to  many  inconveniencies,  to  which 
guns  which  have  their  locks  fitted  with  flints  are 
/not  liable,— -even  thofe  were  a  fpecies  exceedingly 
I  fuperioi 
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fuperior  to  the  fpears  and  bows  which  had  becns^cr^n. 
before  eitiploycd.  Inequalities  of  ftrength  and  of  a.  d. 
fierce  courage  were  to  be,  in  a  great,  meafure,  an^'^^o-M^j 
nihilated,  as  to  their  effe^s  in  the  field  of  battle, 
by  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  t  when  the  individuals  of 
adverfe  bofts  could  not  kmger  come  clofe  up  toge- 
ther, and  fingle  one  atiother  out ;  the  brave  man 
could  not  fo  eafily  triumph  over  the  coward,  nor 
the  ftrong  man  at  a  blow  crufh  a  puny  adverfary 
to  the  dufl :  ftrength  to  fupport  his  arnis^  to  fire 
his  gun,  to  march  with  his  battalion,  was  hence- 
forth to  be  all  that  the  foldier  needed.  Even  the 
advantages  of  being  clad  in  complete  fteel  were 
annihilated  before  the  cannon  and  the  firelock. 
The  knight  thus  armed  could  not  be  iecure  againfl: 
the  flidck  of  cannons  ;  even  the  mufquet-ball  might 
penetrate  at  the  joints,  and  break  through  the  flen- 
der  parts  of  his  mail.  But,  although  almo/i  fect!ire» 
he  was  comparatively  ufelefs.  To  the  velocity, 
the  aftivity,  the  rapid  evolutions  of  infantry  or 
cavalry,  light-armed  as  thofe  who  wore  no  coats 
of  mail,  and  fought  with  firearms,  he  was  altoge- 
ther unequal.  Ere  he  could  come  fufEciently  near, 
to  affail  them,  their  vollies  muft  have  difabled  or 
hid  him  low.  Irregularities  of  ground,  and  other 
local  difadvantages  were  to  be  much  more  eafily  fur- 
mounted  by  troops  with  fite*arms,  than  by  the  hea- 
Ty-armed  foldiery  of  the  preceding  age.  They  were 
much  more  completely  at  the  command  of  a  leader ; 
Vol.  III.  Kk  arid 
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6«cT.  n.  and  were  much  more  cafily  brought  into  action, 
/v.  D.    with  harmonious  and  reciprocally  correfpondent 
1330-1415  jnovements. 

The  ufc  of  Has  the  invention  of  fire-arms,  which  began  to 
has  not  be  employed  in  Scotland,  during  the  fourteenth 
"hc'fury**  century,  contributed  to  mitigate  or  to  infuriate  and 
of  war.  enhance  the  horrours  of  war  ?  It  cannot  be,  with 
confidence  afHrmed^  to  have  afted  in  either  the  one 
way  or  the  other*  True  it  may  be,  that,  keep- 
ing back  the  combatants  in  a  battle  from  joining 
in  clofe  engagement,  and  hindering  each  man  from 
perceiving  whom  he  wounds,  or  by  whom  he  is 
,  wounded  ;  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  may  thus  prevent 
fome  p;^rt  of  thofe  perfonal  refentments,  which 
were  necefTarily  excited,  when  armies  joined  in 
clofe  combat,  and  fought,  man  to  man.  But,  it 
cannot  prevent  that  inflamed  irritation  of  mind, 
without  which  it  is  abfolutely  impoilible  for  any 
one  body  of  men  to  face  another  in  arms,  till  ba- 
vock  and  carnage  decide  the  flrife.  Nay,  more : 
Thofe  very  circumflances  attending  the  ufe  of  fire- 
sirms,  which  tend  to  keep  down  fome  part  of 
that  exafperated  rage  which  naturally  boils  up  in 
the  bread,  in  battle;  muft  tend  alfo  to  form  the 
heart  to  a  cool  indifference  for  fcenes  of  fufferings 
and  of  carnage,  fuch  as  will  produce  much  more 
habitual  and  atrocious  cruelty,  than  when  every 
battle  was  oftily  an  affemblage  of  fingle  combats. 

It 
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It  is  often  better  that  the  heart  (hould  feel  even  in- sect.  n. 
ordinate  emotion,  than  that  it  fhould  become  callous    a.  d. 
and  torpid.  The  gallant  warriours  of  the  age  of  chi-'^-^^''^*^ 
valry  afted  with  a  generous  humanity  which  can 
fcarcely  be  rivalled  by  the  moft  amiable  benignity 
exhibited  by  the  foldiers  of  a  later  and  more  refined 
period.     No,  never  will  the  liberal  magnaminity  of 
the  Black  Prince  of  England,  in  the  treatment  of 
a  prifoner,  be  exceeded  by  any  gencrofity  of  the 
foldiers  and  commanders  of  fucceeding  times  I 
What  Scotfman  could  aft  a  more  generous  part  to 
a  vanquiflied  foe,  than  did  the  earl  of  Moray,  and 
the  knight  of  Liddefdale  to  the  count  of  Namur, 
when  at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  they  conduced  him 
fafe  out  of  the  Scottifh  territories?  The  invention  of 
fire-arms  has  deftroyed  that  fuperiority  Which  heavy 
defenfive  armour  gave  to  its  wearer  in  combat;  has 
reduced  robuft  and  moderate  ftrength  to  an  equali* 
ty ;  has  taken  away  the  poifibility  of  fortifying  a 
town  or  caftle  with  impregnable  walls ;  has  anni* 
hilated  the  fuperiority  which  the  heavy-armed  ca- 
valry poffeffcd  in  military  tranfadkions  in  the  early 
ages  of  modern  Europe ;  has  made  it  poflible  for 
the  arrangements  of  war  to  be  confiderably  more 
a  matter  of  art  and  Ikill  in  the  general,  than  they 
were  in  ancient  times ;    has  accommodated  the 
progrefs  of  complex  art  and  ingenuity  in  the  works 
of  peace,  with  a  correfpondent  progrefs  of  complex 
art  and  ingenuity  in  the  works  of  war } — but,  does        ^ 
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Sect.  h.  not  appear  to  have,  of  itfelf,  in  any  e0)inQnt  de- 
A.  D.    gJ'ee,  either  mitigated  or  infuriated  the  ferocity  of 
13301425(^6  military  fpirit,  either  augmented  or  diminilhed 
the  ordinary  carnage  and  bloodflied  of  warfare. 

H»9  the  But,  has  the  invention  of  fire-arms  produced 
produced  f^^ch  an  alteration  in  the  praftice'of  war,  that  it 
?y  ^^'^*.     muft  henceforth  be  impoffible  for  barbarians  to  o- 

mvention  *  ...  "     . 

onthcart  ver-run,  and  conquer  the  civilized  world  in  the 
rendered  fame  manner  as  the  anceftors  of  the  nations  of  mo- 
o/whrch'^'dern  Europe,  over-ran  and  fubdued  the  Roman  em- 

ii«dtco.  P^^^  •  ^^  ^^^  ^^^'  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^y  ^^  ^^^  military 
pie  can  bcdafs  in  any  fociety,  are  uniformly  obferved  to  be  in 

fubftantial  civilization,  in  genuine  refinement,  con- 
fiderably  behind  thofe  clafies  which  are  employed  in 
thfe  works  of  peace.  There  are  fome  employments 
which indifpenfibly  require  or  even  produce  in  thofe 
who  engage  in  them,  fuperior  intelligence  or  extra- 
ordinary refinement.  But,  the  difcipline,  the  evolu- 
tions, the  adual  contefts  of  war,  have  no  fuch  ten- 
dency neceiTarily  to  enlighten  and  refine  the  minds 
of  foldiers.  A  good  foldier  ought  to  be  alrooft  as 
much  a  machine  as  the  gtin  which  he  levels,  as 
much  a  mere  inftrument  as  the  bayonet  he  pufhes. 
Reading,  writing,  fcience,  tafte,  however  they 
might  grace  his  profeflion,  are  little  n^ceflary  to  its 
aftual  exercife.  That  polifli  which  is  often  ftudi- 
oufly  exhibited  by  foldiers  of  higher  rank,  is  an 
exterior,,  a  fuperficial  polifh  which  reaches  not  to 

the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BooKlY.l     HISTORY  OF  SCOTtAND.  261 

the  cote  of  the  chara&Qr. »  Seufual  pleaftires  are5«*T.Uw 
aU  the  eajoyments  which  the  fpiiit  of  the  (bldier's    a.  d. 
p^feflio&  has  a  tendency  to  excite  him  to  pucfue ;  *^33o-»4i5 
bodily  exercifes,  fiercenefs,  and  obedience^  are  the 
fole  accoinpUfhrnents  of  charafter,  vffhich  it  tends  to 
difpofe  him  to  cuhivate.     Dut^  if  the  pvofeiEon  be 
.thus  in  its  nature,  not  neceflarily  conneded  with 
any  extraordinary  poUlh  or  iliuminaiaoa  of  mind  \ 
it  follows,  that  all  the  difcipUne,  the  evolutions,  the 
manoeuvres  of  the  modern  watfare  of  fire-atma,  may 
be  acquired,  together  with  thofe  arms,  by  aa  hoft 
of  barbarians ;  whofe  barbadfnk  wiU  not  hinder 
them  from  attaining  every  degree  of  perfe&ion  in 
the  military  arts ;  and  will  at  the  fame  time  give 
them  a  bardiqefs  to  endure  toil^  a  fearleflnefs.  of 
danger,  a  bold  i^^odigality  of  life,  a  rugged  fitm- 
nefs  of  nerves  and  qmfcles,  fuch  as  fbldiers  levied 
frjom  among  the  gentry,  huiband^nen,  and  artilims 
of  a  polifhed  and  luxurious  people,  cannot  at  all- 
equal.       No }    ijt  were  but  mole-eyed   philofo*i 
phy  which  fliould  tell^  that  an  hod  of  invading 
barbarians,  (hould  they  triumph  over  our  arms, 
would,    however,    be    themfelves    civilized,   be- 
fore they  could  once  more  overwhelm  Europe  ia 
darknefs  and  oblivion;     All  our  fuperiority  in  the 
iQilitary  arts  might  be  eafily  acquired  by  barbari- 
ans, who  ibould,  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  learn  no- 
thing of  the  illumination  of  our  fcience,  or  the 
refinement  of  our  numbers*    If  fuch  a  cataftrophe 
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Sect.  II.  {hall  be  fof  cvcT  avcTtcd  ;  its  prevention  will  be 
A.  D.   the  eflfeft  of  other  caufes,  not  of  that  change  in  the 

i5^cKi4»jfy{igin  of  the  military  arts,  which  has  refulted  from, 
the  invention  of  fire-arms. — One  great  benefit, 
however,  which  focial  life  feems  to  hafve  derived 
from  this  invention,  is,  that  the  inequality  between 
the  foldier  and  the  fervant  of  the  ufeful  arts  of 
peace,  has,  by  its  means,  been,  in  a  good  meafure, 
taken  away.  The  knight  clad  in  complete  fteel, 
was,  in  the  darker  ages,  equal  to  an  hod  of  naked 
peafants :  His  armour  made  him  invulnerable  : 
Againft  the  force  of  his  ftrokes,  they  were  defence- 
lefs.  But,  it  is  now  no  longer  fo :  The  foldier 
wears  no  coat  of  mail :  The  peafant  or  the  artifan, 
can  eafily  charge  and  difcharge  his  gun :  The  ufe  of 
the  gun,  and  all  the  parts  of  the  military  exercife, 
are  fo  readily  to  be  learned,  that  the  peafant  who 
has  equal  force  and  activity,  needs  not  to  look  upon 
himfeif  as  at  all  inferior  to  the  trained  foldier.  To 
this,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  is  to  be  attributed 
that  decline  of  the  importance  of  the  military  or- 
der  in  fodety,  which  has  fo  confpicuoufly  taken 
place  in  the  courfe  of  the  period  elapfing  betweei\ 
the  fourteenth  and  the  nineteenth  century. 


Com- 
merce. 


But,  although  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  and  artillery, 
for  the  firil  time  in  Scotland,  in  the  former  part  of 
the  fourteenth  century,  may  appear  to  be  an  event 
which  was,  in  this  progreis  of  time,  to  be  followed  by 

many 
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many  confequences  of  extraordinary  importance  ;  Sect,  n* 
and  was  to  'fugged  many  fpeculations  eminently  ^.  2^ 
interefting  and  ufeful :  Yet  other  things  crowd '^^^*'**^ 
upon  our  attention ;  and  forbid  us  to  dwell  longer 
upon  fo  feducing  a  fubjed:  of  refleftion  and  re- 
fearclk  Commerce,  particularly,  although  not 
ilourifhing  in  Scotland,  efpecially  during  the  firft 
part  of  the  period  under  our  review  ;  nor  confifting 
in  other  article;  of  ^traffic  than  have  been  already 
enumerated;  was  however  diligently  encouraged  as 
a  branch  of  induftry,  by  fome  judicious  a£l:s  of  le- 
giflature,  which  happily  throw  fome  light  upon  its 
ilate.  After  the  more  troublefome  years  of  the 
reign  of  David  the  Second  had  pafled,  when  the 
old  laws  were  revifed  and  enforced,  and  new  laws 
enaded,  to  fupply  deficiencies  of  regulation :  It 
was  then  carefully  provided  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
mercial induftry,  that  burgeffes  and  ftranger-mer- 
chants  fhould  enjoy  the  fame  protection  and  free 
intercourfe  of  buying  and  felling  throughout  the 
land,  which  they  had  been  anciently  known  to  en- 
joy. Wool,  being  now  the  grand  ftaple  commo- 
dity which  Scotland  furnifhed  for  exportation;  a 
ilandard-weight  was  ordained  to.  be  provided  by 
the  King's  Chamberlain,  for  the  juft  weighing  of 
the  wool  in  every  royal  burgh.  Money  being  in 
thofe  days  held  to  be  wealth,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
and  by  way  of  eminence ;  the  exportation  of  ic 
out  of  the  realm  was  folemnly  prohibited.    Per- 
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Sect.  II.  miiEon  was  freely  granted  to  all  the  fabjefts  of  the 


A.  D. 


kingdom^  in  one  of  the  parliaments  of  Robert  the 
xjjo-Majxhird,  to  purchafe  meal,  in  any  place  within  the 
kingdom  where  they  could  find  it  expofed  to  fale^ 
without  being  confined  to.  their  own  immediate 
neighbouiliood,  or  any  one  other  particular  place. 
As  a  proof  of  the  in^ortance  of  the  fiihing  of  fal- 
mons,  as  a  branch  of  trade  and  indufhy,  it  is 
worthy  of  remaii^,  that  the  flaughter  of  ialmons  in 
the  feafons  underftood  to  be  allotted  for  their  breed- 
ing, and  recruiting  in  plumpnefs  and  ftrength,  was 
rigoroufly  forbidden,  nnder  the  penalty  of  a  Une  of 
not  lefs  than  one  hundred  fliilUngs.  At  the  fiime 
time,  articles  of  niiere  game,  valuable  more  foT  the 
,  amufement  found  in  purfuing  and  taking  them,  than 
for  any  ihtrlnfic  utility  for  food  or  clothiAg  to  man, 
were  carefully  proteSed  for  the  fportfman.  The 
-flaughter  of  hares  in  time  of  ftlow  was  forbidden  un- 
-der  the  penalty  of  fix  ihilllngs  and  eightpence:  Pro- 
vifion  was,  with  equal  care,  made  to  prevent  the 
burning  of  heath  upon  the  moors,  at  a  time  when  it 
might  deftroy  the  nefts  with  the  eggs  or  young  of 
the  moorfowls.  The  ftandard  of  weights  and  mea-' 
fures  was  alfo  carefully  reviewed  in  the  parliaments 
of  Robert  the  Second  ;  traced  through  its  progffeft 
and  variations  from  the  days  of  David  the  Firft  ^ 
and  fixed  at  thofe  points  which  feemed  bed  to  foit 
the  circumftances  of  the  time.  The  inch  was  de- 
clared 
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dared  to  be  equal  in  length  to  three  full-fized^'c^-  "• 
grains  of  full-grown  barley  ;  or  to  the  breadth  6f  a.  d. 
the  human  thumb,  meafured  at  the  rpot  of  the  nail.^^^^'^ 
Of  thefe  inches  there  went  thirty- feven  to  make 
up  that  greater  meafure  of  length  which  was  called 
King  David's  ell.  A  pound  was  to  confid  of  fif- 
teen ounces,  each  weighing  thirty-two  penny 
weight  I  a  ftone  of  fifteen  fuch  pounds,  but  of  only 
twelve  London  pounds.  A  gallon  was  to  contain 
twelve  pounds  of  water  j  a  boll  to  confift  of  twelve 
gallons.  Thefe  weights  and  meafures  were  en- 
joined to  be  ufed  alone  throughout  the  realm  :  Yet 
was  it  impoflible  to  caufe  to  be  uniyerfally  adopted 
tbtoughout  all  the  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
or  on  the  domains  of  all  the  great  barons,  who 
claimed  for  themfelves  peculiar  jurifdidions.  To 
proted  the  markets  againfl:  the  difhoneft  artifices 
of  butchers  and  fifhmongers ;  'the  offering  of  foul 
fwine,  or  corrupted  falmon  to  falc,  was  rigoroufly 
forbidden,  under  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of 
the  articles  which  were  thus  fraudulently  and  il- 
legally expofed  in  the  market*. 

But  the  regulation  of  the  coinage  was  ftill  an  coinage. 
important  matter  of  public  concern.     PoflTefFrng 
fo  few  materials  for  commercial  exportation,  and 
demanding  many  articles  of  foreign  produce  or 

Vol.  IL  L  1  manufadlurej 
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sicT.  ir.  manufafture  ;  the  Stots  could  not  yet  obtain  from 
A.  D.    abroad  auy  confiderable  quantities  of  the  precious 

^-^^*^*^  metals.  Gold  was  far  from  being  plentiful  in 
Europe :  Silver,  indeed,  more  abundant.  Scot- 
land itfelf  was  not  without  native  mineral  ftores  of 
both,  but  fuch  ftores  as  the  Scots  were  ftill  very 
far  from  knowing  how  to  avail  themfelves  of.  In 
thefe  circumftaaces,  then,  there  was  neceflarily  a 
Tery  great  fcarcity  of  the  preciouf  metals  in  the 
traffic  of  the  Scots.  Whatever  ftores  of  gold  and 
filver  might  have  been  formerly  imported,  were 
either  feized  by  the  rapine  of  plundering  inva- 
fion,  or  carried  away  by  the  clergy,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  bribes  and  fplendid  expence  at  the  Ro* 
mifli  Court,  or  drained  away  by  that  Court  for 
indulgences,  difpenfations,  and  in  various  other 
forms  of  exaftion,  or  paid  away  for  articles  of 
luxury  and  decoration,  or  laid  out  in  the  purchafe 
of  arms  and  the  other  apparatus  of  war.  Not 
much  current  coin  was  required  to  circulate  in  the 
interior  traffic  of  a  country,  of  which  the  inhabit 
tants  were  far  from  numerous,  and  were  not  at  all 
accuftomed  to  thofe  varied  accommodations  which 
induftry  provides.  The  clergy,  the  barons,  the 
peafantry,  were,  for  the  greater  part,  content  with 
confuiiiing  the  native  produftions  of  the  land, 
nearly  in  the  ft  ate  in  which  they  were  afforded  by- 
nature,  and  without  conveying  them  to  any  great 
diftance  from  the  fpots  on  which  they  were  ori- 
ginally 
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ginally  produced.     The  interchange  of  commodl-  ^'^  ^-  "• 
ties  was  not,  in  this  cafe,  fo  very  complex,  nor  did    a.  d. 
they  pafs  through  fo  many  different  hands,  as  to'-^^^  *^*^' 
require  their  diftribution  to  be  aided  by  the  circtiU- 
tion  of  the  medium  of  money  in  any  very  large  abun- 
dance. But,  however  fmall  the  quantity  required,  if 
the  quantity  aftually  pofleffed,  were  flill  fmallcr;  this 
lad  quantit,y  would  neceffarily  befound  unequal  to  the 
ufes  to  which  it  was  applied.     It  was  aftually  found 
fo ;  being  drained  away  by  exportation,  more  co«» 
pioufly  than  it  was  returned  through  the  channels 
of  importing  commerce.     Fancying,  that  gold  and 
filver  alone,  not  the  ufeful  commodities  which  they 
repreient,  were  wealth  ;  the  Scots  were  continually 
alarmed  at  the  increafing  fcarcity  of  money  whicli 
they  felt  among  them ;  and  endeavoured  to  pre« 
vent  its  departure  out  of  the  kingdom  by  ftatutes, 
and  fuch  other  provifions  as  their  unikilfulnefs  in 
the  fcience  of  political  ceconomy  could  fuggcft* 
Their  provifions  were,  for -the  moft  part,  vain ;  the 
precious  metals  which  they  ftrove  to  confine,  ftill, 
Proteus-like,  eluded  their  grafp.     The  ranfoms  of 
their  captive  King  and  nobles  drew  out  of  the 
country,  larger  fum's  of  money  than  could  be  re- 
turned into  it,  cither  by  occafional  fubfidies  from 
France,  or  in  ranfoms  for  prifoners  taken  in  battle 
by  the  Scottifh  warriours.     Befides,  even  the  grow, 
ing  profperity  of  the  kingdom  in  the  days  of  the 
two  firft  of  the  Stewarts,  beginning  to  demand  a 
,  larger 
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^!^Il"'  ^^^S^^  quantity  of  circulating  coin  for  the  ufes  of 
A.  D.    trade,  than  the  weahh  of  the  land  could  yet  fupply, 

»33o-i4»5teiided  iQ  produce  an  inconvenient  fcarcity  of  mo- 
ney, which  was  in  truth  a  fymptom  not  of  the 
mifery  of  the  people,  but  of  the  improving  condi- 
tion of  wealth  and  induftry  in  the  land.     Thofc 
valued  articles,  too,  of  foreign  manufacture  which 
were  procured  from  abroad,  although  they  might 
continually  occafion  the  exportation  of  the  ready 
money  out  bf  .the  kingdom,  yet  did  not,  by  that, 
fo  much  impoverifli  the  nation,  as  to  a  carelefs  obr 
ferver  they  might  feem  to  do.     The  money  was 
carried  away  ;  but  inftead  of  it  there  was  fixed  in 
the  country — ^in  the  works  of  architefture,  in  hou- 
fhold-furniture,  in  the  utenfils  of  art  and  labour, 
in  a  thoufand  other  forms,  a  quantity  of  value, 
which  was  not  to  be  deftroyed  but  by  the  flow 
lapfe  of  time,  which  could  not  be  removed  or 
fquandered  away,  and  which  ^ferved  not  onFy  to 
enrich  the  land  by  its  adual  value,  but  alfo  to 
awaken  new  ingenuity,  to  prompt  to  new  indufliry, 
and  to  unlock  all  the  fprings  of  national  opulence. 
Yet,  it  muft  be  confefled  that,  in  the  advantages 
of  revenue,  which  the  Kings  fomctimes  endeavour- 
ed to  derive  from  their  authority  over  the  coinage 
and  the  regulation  of  money,  there  exifted  a  caufe 
of  the  deterioration  of  the  coin,  and  of  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  money  in  the  kingdom,  which  can- 

np{ 
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not  be  referred  to  any  circumftances  connected  withs«cT.  n. 
rifing  profperity*.  a.  d. 

In  that  period  which  13  the  fubjed  of  this  Fourth 
Book  of  our  Hiftory,  new  coins  were  ftill,  from 
time  to  time,  ftruck ;  and  from  time  to  time  the 
fcarcity  of  the  precious  metals  continued  to  fuggeft 
the  idea  of  coining  ftill  a  greater  and  a  greater 
number  of  pieces  of  coin  of  the  fame  denomination 
out  of  the  fame  weight  of  metal.  The  coins  of  the 
reign  of  David  Bruce  were  groats,  half-groats, 
pennies,  half-pennies,  and  farthings :  Aberdeen 
and  Edinburgh  were  the  places  of  their  coinage* 
They  were  at  the  rate  of  about  twenty-nine  nominal  . 
fhillings  out  of  the  pound ;  and  one  groat  appears  to 
have  been  about  feventy-two  grains  ;  the  penny,  by ^ 
an  unaccountable  inequality,  only  thirteen  grains ; 
the  half-penny  nine  grains.  The  coinages  of  the  reign 
of  Robert  the  Second  were  ftruck  at  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  and  Dundee.  They  were  of  the  fame  va- 
riety of  denominations,  as  thofe  of  his  predeceffor  ; 
but  the  weight  was  ftill  diminiflied,  fo  that  the 
groats  of  this  King's  coinage  have  been  found  to 
weigh  only  from  fifty-fix  grains  to  fixty-four  and 
an  half:  Out  of  the  pound  of  filver,  thefe  coinages 
produced  from  twenty-nine  fhillings  and  four  pen- 
nies,  ev^n  to  thirty-three  or  thirty-four  fliilKngs. 

The 

♦  Fordun.  kc. 
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^^ILH'  The  fainc  fpiecies  were  alfo  ftruck,  during  the  reign 
A.  D.    of  Robert  the  Third,  at  Edinburgh,  at  Perth,  and 

i3io-i4a5at  Dunbarton.    The  reduftion  of  the  value  was 
ftiH  continued  ;  fo  that,  out  of  the  pound  of  (ilver, 
there  was  now  coined  not  iefs  than  from  thirty* 
two  to  fifty  fliillmgs  out  of  the  pound  Troy  of  fil- 
ver ;  and  the  weight  of  the  groat  was  proportion- 
ately diminiflied*     All  this  money  was  coined  of 
filver  alone.  Gold  coins  were  rare ;.  the  ufe  of  copper 
was  not  yet  intiaoduced  into  coxnage^^  A  remarkable 
ftatiitc  of  King  David  the  Second  determines  the 
quantity  of  flitliings,  as  above  dated,  to  be  coined 
out  of  the  pound  of  filver ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
acquaints  u$  with  fome  of  the  regulations  of  the 
mint,  by  ordaining ;  that  of  the  nine  and  twenty 
fhillings  and  fompence  to  be  coined  out  of  the 
pound  of  filver  brought  by  any  perfon  into  the 
foyalmint  for  coinage;  feven  pennies  fhould  be 
retained  for  the  King's  ufe,  one  for  the  warden  of 
the  mint,  eleven  for  the  mafler  of  the  money  and 
die  workmen  for  their  pains  in  the  coinage.     It  is 
alfo  to  be  remembered,  that  befide  increafing  the 
number  of  ihillings  to  be  coined  out  of  their  no- 
minal pound  of  filver,  the  regulations  of  the  Scon 
lifh  mint,  if  ihis  time,  likewife  Icffened  the  weight 
of  the  pound  by  the  abftraftion  of  ten  penny  weight 
from  it*. 

-  ,  '  The 
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The  arts  marking  even  the  firft  afpeft  of  the^^^^-  ^^^ 
face   of  the   country,    architefture,   navigation,    a.d. 
war,  commerce,  and  coinage  which  furniihes  the'^^^'**^ 
moving  engines  of  commerce ;  the  mod  eminent 
divifions  of  human  labour  ^  were,  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  thus  carried  on  in  Scotland. — ^We  have 
flopped  to  view  only  thofe  things  in  which  theie 
arts,  as  pra£tifed  in  this  period,  ftrikingly  differed 
from  their  condition  in  Scotland,  in  the  period  im- 
mediately preceding.    To  have  minutely  reviewed 
them  through  every  part  of  the  fyftems  whieh  they 
feveraliy  formed,  had  been  too  tedious^  and  could 
not  have  commanded  that  eagar  attention,  wanting 
which  fads  and  Speculations,  muft  ever  be  detailed 
alike  in  vain. 

II.  From  the  labours^  we  afcend  to  the  know- 
ledge by  which  the  Scots  were,  in  general,  dif- 
tinguiihed  during  the  courfe  of  the  fourteenth  ccn* 

tury. 


LEBQC 


Of  physical  knowledge,  they  had,  as  yct,KNow- 
nothing  that  could  be  called  fcience.  Many  were* 
the  fafts,  and  even  general  fiaft»,  knowA^  to  them 
concerning  external  nature.  But,  ftiirthefe  were 
not  combined  into  fcience,  nor  viewed  even  among 
the  clergy,  with  any  thing  of  a  philofophic  eye.' 
When  the  arts  were  improved  j  it  was  by  imitation' 

•    '  from 
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Sect.  II.  from  the  arts  of  ftrangers,  or  by  inventions,  acci* 
^^  D,    dentally  and  undefignedly  ftruck  out;  not  by  fyftc- 

i33o-i4»Jniatic  refearch,  by  trains  of  Ikilfully  imagined  ex* 
pcriments,  or  by  regular  fcientific  induftion.  In 
Italy,  in  France,  in  England,  fcience  had  already 
begun  to  revive.  Theilluftrious  Roger  Bacon  had 
made  aftonifliing  proficiency,  even  in  phyfical  fci- 
ence. But  the  remotenefs  of  Scotland  from  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  from  Italy,  the  foci  of  fcientific 
illumination ;  the  poverty  and  barbarifm  of  its 
people;  the  cares  of  its  clergy,  divided  between 
the  buftle  of  war,  and  the  management  of  their 
domeftic  oeconomy;  were  exceedingly  unfavour- 
able to  the  introdudion  of  the  phyfical  fcience  of 
the  more  enlightened  nations  of  the  Continent  into 
this  rude  corner  of  a  northern  ifle.  Aftrology 
conceiving  vain  ideas  of  a  myfterious  influence  of 
the  heavenly  bodies  upon  the  fortunes  of  mankind, 
can  fcarcely  deferve  any  name  allied  even  to  mif- 
taken  fcience.  Whether  there  might  not  be  much 
more  knou'ledge  than  that  of  the  mere  artifan  or 
mechanical  engineer,  in  the  contrivances  by  which 
William  Bullock,  maintained  the  caftle  of  Coupar 
againft  all  the  aflaults  of  the  befieging  Scots,  and 
again  taught  the  Scots  to  conquer  the  refiftance  of 
the  garrifon  of  Perth,  in  fpite  of  the  ftrength  of 
thofe  works  by  which  they  were  protefted;  is  more 
than  can  be  well  afcertained,  unlefs  the  detail  of 
2  the 
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the  plans  and  expedients  of  Bullock,  had  beeh^^^r^ 
better  preferved  for  our  information.  /  a.  d. 

I330i4as 

But,  of  all  ihofe  things  which  crowd  upon  ob-UKivtR- 
fcrvation,  when  we  con(/der  the  (late  of  the  Scots  ",?^  am - 
in  refpecl  to  knowledge,  during  the  thirteenth  cen-"**^*** 
tury,  there  is  none  more  remarkable  than  the  in- 
ftitution  of  the  University  of  St  Andrew's. 
In  Italy,  in  France,  in  England,  the  revival  of  fome 
fort  of  learning  had  already  given  occaGon  to  the 
inditution  of  Universities;  which  were  eflabiiih^- 
meats  of  a  monafUc  character,  deftined  not  merely 
fur  the  exercife  of  religious  duties,  and  for  feclu« 
fion  from  the  world,  but  for  ftudy  and  for  inftruc- 
tion  in  the  feveral  departments  of  learning  and 
fcience.  StadentSj  were  encouraged  to  repair  to 
them  for  the  purpofe  of  hearing  the  lectures  of 
great  mailers;  felUws  were  maintained  for  the 
continued  profecution  of  thofe  learned  labours 
which  they  had  begun  as  ftudents  ;  and  profejfors 
were  appointed  to  teach  and  to  read  ledurae ;  which 
were  then  the  more  neceflfary  and  the  more  valu^^ 
able,  becaufe  books  were  rare,  and  fcarcely  to  be 
obtained,  but  by  the  rich  and  great.  The  firft  in« 
ftitution  of  fuch  Universities  was  attended  with 
wonderful  fuccefs.  They  were  long  fo  few,  that 
ftudents  from  almoft  all  the  other  countries  of 
Europe,  would  eagerly  flock  to  that  particular 
country  and  city  in  which  there  was  an  Univerfity 

Vol.  111.  Mm  eftabliflied. 
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Sect.  II.   eftabliflicd.     Never  did  the  ardour  of  that  appetite 
A.  D.    for  knowledge,  which  is  naturally  inherent  in  the 
'•^^^■'^^•^ human  mind,  more  confpicuoufly  appear.   It  might 
have  been  fuppofed,  that  the  minds  of  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  Europe  were  fo  torpid  under  barbarifm 
and  ignorance,  that  no  invitations  of  knowledge 
would  roufe  them  from  the  oblivious  pool  in  which 
they    were   funk.     But   it   was    far    otherwife. 
Hardly   had  Univerfities  been  fooner  inftituted, 
than  all  the  ingenuous  youth  felt  the  charm  of 
'    knowledge,  and  reforted  to  unbibe  it,  with  a  ge- 
neral eagernefs  which  gave  to  the  new  feminaries 
the  allurement  of  fajhion.     At  Pifa,  at  Paris,  at 
Oxford,  the  fludents  were  often  many  thoufands. 
That  ardour  with  which  the  lefibns  of  the  phi- 
lofophers  of  ancient  Greece,  had  been  heard,  was 
renewed  amidil  the  glimmering  darknefs  of  know- 
ledge in  modern  Europe :    And  the  Book  of  the 
Sentences^  and  the  dry  volumes  of  the  canon-law, 
and  the  quirking  logic  of  a  Duns  Scotus,  were 
»    ftudied  with  the  fame  fondnefs  with  which  the 
mo{t  famous  philofophers  of  ancient  Athens  had 
Genuine   been  heard  in  the  Academy^  or  in  the  Lyca^um.     If 
t^hcrcvWM*^^^^^  to  its  ultimate  caufes,  this  incipient  revival 
of  icttcM.  of  knowledge,  will  perhaps  be  found  to  have  been 
owing  chiefly  to  two  things  which  have  long  been 
execrated,  as  having  operated  to  prevent  it.     Thefe 
were — the  grandeur  and  ihefecure  ejiablijhment  of 
the  Romifh  Church  and  hierarchy ; — together  with 
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the  n^w  equally  fecure  ejiablijhment  of  the  feudal  go-^^^^* 
vernment  throughout  all  Europe.  Until  the  Romifli  ^.  ^^ 
hierarchy  attained  the  height  of  its  opulence  and'^^®*'^*^ 
authority  v  learning  once  lo(t  from  among  its 
members,  could  not  again  become  the  object  of 
their  cares.  Until  the  feudal  governments  were  alfo 
permanently  eftabliflied,  fieiFs  made  hereditary,  and 
certain  kingdoms  with  (lability  fixed  on  fure  foun- 
dations, within  certain  boundaries;  fuch  inflitu- 
tions  as  thofe  of  Univcrfttus  for  the  inftru£lion  of 
youth  and  the  propagation  of  knowledge,  could 
Hot  have  been  duely  protected,  nor  readily  fre- 
quented. Yet,  to  the  operation  of  this  grandeur 
of  the  hierarchy,  and  of  the  feudal  governments, 
there  was  neccffarily  added  in  order  to  the  revival 
of  knowledge  and  the  inftitution  of  Univerfities, — 
the  influence  of  commerce  exciting  men's  minds  to 
new  aftivity,  and  kindling  up  the  light  of  know- 
ledge  where  only  fordid  wealth  was  fought ; — of 
the  continual  correfpondence  and intercourfe  which 
being  kept  up  by  the  clergy  of  all  other  countries 
with  Rome,  tended  to  advance  knowledge,  by 
bringing  into  Italy  whatever  was  known  in  other 
lands,  and  fending  back  the  knowledge  of  Italy  in 
return  ; — of  the  accidental  caprices  of  a  fuperftition 
which,  while  it  fought  by  every  mode  of  coftly 
facrifice,  to  propitiate  the  favour  of  heaven,  hence 
came  to  be  fometimes  at  a  lofs  in  its  choice  of 
means  for  varying  the  forms  of  its  facrifices,  fo  as 

to 
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Sect.  IT.  to  give  them  that  diftinftion  which  might  be  fop- 
A.  D.    pofed  rcquifite  to  make  every  one  of  them  duciy 
1330-1425  acceptable. 

Particular      It  was  111  the  year  one  thpufand  four  hundred 
ftancM  at-  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^at  thc  firft  Tudiments  of  a  Univerfity 
thclnfti.   ^^S^^  ^^  ^^  formed  at  St  Andrew's,  in  ccnfequence 
tution  of  of  a  rifing  ardour  for  knowledge  among  the  clergy 
verity  of  and  others  refident  in  that  eccIcfia(Ucal  nietropo- 
drcw"»"     '^5-     Henry  Wardlaw  was  then  bifhop  of  the  fee ; 
James  Biffet  was  prior  of  the  monaftery.     About 
Whitfunday  upon  that  year,  before  any  regular 
inftitution  of  an  Univerfity  had  yet  taken  place 
there  ;  Lawrence  of  Lindores  began  to  deliver  a 
courfc  of  leftures,  upon  the  Book  0/  Sentences^  with 
great  applaufe ;  for  he  was  a  man  diftinguiflied 
equally  by  his  profound  knowledge  of  theology,  and 
by  the  gravity  and  excellence  of  his  life.     On  the 
Canonlawy  the  leftures  were  read  by  Doftor  Ri- 
chard Cornel,  archdeacon  of  Lothian,  and  after- 
wards by  other  men  of  acknowledged  eminence  in 
that  ftudy.     John  Gill,  William  Fowlis,  and  Wil- 
Ham  Croifcr,  were  the  firft  ledlurers  in  pbibfopby 
and  logic.     Thefe  teachers  continued  their  labours 
for  two  years  and  a  half  before  the  Pope's  fandion 
could  be  obtained  to  authorife  the  inftitution,  and 
to  dignify  it  with  the  fame  privileges  which  other 
Univerfities  enjoyed.     It  was  on  the  third  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  four  hundred 

and 
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and  thirteen,  that  the  aaxioufly  expeftcd  bull  wa$Slcl^l^ 
received  from  Rome.  At  the  glad  news,  all  the  a.  d. 
bells  were  rung  ;  and  on  the  morrow,  which  was*^^^'**^ 
the  fabbath,  the  clergy  belonging  to  the  Cathe- 
dral were  all  convened.  The  bull  wa«  folemnly 
read  in  their  prefence.  By  it  the  privileges  of  an 
Univerfity  were  granted  to  the  new  inftitution ; 
and  the  bifhop  of  St  Andrew's,  the  founder,  was 
nominated  to  be  its  chancellor.  The  pried  ahd 
the  congregation  then  folemnly  fang  9>  Deum ; 
walking  in  grand  proceflion  to  the  high  altar.  All 
then  kneeling  on  the  ground  ;  the  bifliop  of  Rofs, 
\i\iQ  aiTifted  at  the  ceremony,  pronounced  a  verfe 
out  of  the'IIoly  Scriptures,  together  with  the  col- 
lect in  the  fervice,  beginning  Deus  qui  corda.  Af- 
ter thefe  folemn  a^s  had  been  thus  performed ;  the 
reft  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  feftivity.  Even  all 
night  long,  the  rejoicings  ceafed  not,  but  bonefires 
uer^  kept  blazing  in  the  flreets ;  and  wine  and 
convivial  mirth  were  plentcoufly  enjoyed  in  the 
houfcs  within.  Not  even  thus  content,  the  patrons 
of  the  Univerfity  appointed  another  feftival  in  ho- 
nour of  the  important  inftitution,  to  take  place  on 
the  fecond  day  of  March  next.  On  this  day  alfo, 
the  f^me  ringing  of  bells,  finging  of  hymns  by  the 
clergy,  feftive  dances  by  the  people,  and  the  found- 
ing of  the  folemn  mufic  of  the  organ,  diflioguifbed 
the  important  occaHon.  Th^  biihop  of  Rofs  again 
preached}  and  in  the  proceffion,  with  an  innu- 

xnerable 
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Slct.  n.  merable  multitude  of  the  common  people,  there 
A.  D.    were  no  fewer  than  forty  ecclefiallics  in  fall  orders, 

1133  M2i[jgfjjg  young  friars  whofe  noviciate  was  not  yet 
paft,  and  young  men  dcftined  to  the  priefthood, 
but  who  had  not  yet  attained  the  age  of  ordination. 
The  venerable  chroniclers  who  have  recorded  thefe 
circumftances  of  this  important  event,  while  they 
fondly  dwell  upon  the  particulars  of  the  folemni- 
tiej,  by  which  it  was  celebrated ;  lament  how- 
ever, that  after  the  inftitution  of  this  Univcrfity, 
the  clergy,  for  whofe  inftruftion  chiefly  it  was 
cftabliflied,  inftead  of  availing  themfelves  of  its  ad- 
.  vantages,  by  a  full  courfe  of  ftudy,  were,  in  their 
days,  wont  to  reft  fatisfied  with  fuch  a  mere  fmat- 
tering  of  knowledge,  as  might  be  acquired  by  a 
very  ihort  and  partial  refidence  at  this  feat  of  in- 
ftruftion*. 

Let  It  not  move  our  contempt,  that  the  theo- 
tioiwon    LOGY  of  the  Book  of  Stnt^Tices  ;  the  Canon-Law 
of  thu^ge.  of  the  Decretals;  Logic;   and  Philosophy  ; 
were  the  only  branches  of  erudition  and  fcience, 
for  the  teaching  of  which  there   was   provifion 
made  in  this  infant  Univerfity.     In  all  ages,  infti- 
tutions  muft  be  founded  upon  views  of  utility ; 
thefe  views  muft  be  regulated  by  the  knowledge  of 
nature  and  life  which  already  prevails :  And  the 
favage  who  prefers  fome  trivial  objeft  to  another 
'in  our  eftimation  of  an  hundred  times  greater  va- 
lue, 
♦  Fordun.  XV.  22  :— -Boeth  :— J.  Major.  Buchan.  &c. 
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lue,  is  not  to  be  by  us  contemned  ais  weak;  but  his^*^^^-  '^• 
approbations  and  diilikes  are  to  be  marked  as  fafts    a.  d. 
curioufly  charafteriftic  of  tbeaftionand  re-adlion  of  ^^^^'**^ 
the  human  mind  in  a  peculiar  combination  of  cir- 
cumftances.     The  inftitution  of  this  feminary  of 
education  was  in  a  particular  manner  deftined  for 
the  education  of  the  clergy.     The  learning  taught 
in  it,  was  therefore  to  have  a  particular  reference 
to  the  duties  and  qualifications  of  the  clerical  ftate: 
Except  thofe  four  branches  of  learning,  none  elfe 
were  accounted  of  fuflScient  gravity ;    none  elfe 
were  direftly  applicable  in  the  difcharge  of  the  cle- 
rical fundions;  nay,  fcarccly  any  others  befide 
thefe,  had  as  yet  an  exiflence.     Even  the  canon* 
law,  the  book  of  fentences,  the  logic,  and  the  phi- 
lofophy,  would  operate  on  the  minds  of  the  fcholars 
of  that  age  with  an  awakening,  an  irradiating,  an 
infpiring  force, — fcarcely  lefs  powerful — than  that 
with  which — the  difcovery  of  the  forgotten"  manu- 
fcripts  of  the  immortal  works  of  the  literary  heroes 
of  Greece  and  Rome;  or  the  invention  of  printing, 
which  at  once  endowed  knowledge  with  all  thofe 
millions  of  tongues  which  have  been  poetically  af- 
cribed  to  fame  ;  or  the  more  recent  difcoveries  of 
the  firft  principle  of  the  harmonious  movements, 
and  the  relations  of  all  the  parts  of  the  fyftem  of 
material  things, — and  of  that  confent  of  utility  and 
order,  which  is  the  bafis  of  all  the  laws  of  the  mo- 
ral world ;  have  flafhed  through  the  intelleft  of 

man. 
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sicT.  II.   itjan,  and  have  aroufed  it  from  paralytic  torpor  to 
A.  D.    pure  fenforial  vitality.     We  pafs>  in  the  progrefs 

1330-1425  q£  fecial  improvement,  as  it  were  through  a  feries 
of  wonderful  and  intercfting  landfcitpes ;  each  fo 
totally  different  from  all  befbrt  it,  that  the  fcenery 
it  prefents,  is,  of  neceffity,  like  to  nothing  that 
could  be  before  conjcdured  concerning  it.  It  is  as 
if  we  wandered  through  a  fairy  palace,  or  through 
fome  enchanted  wildernefs;  in  which,  at  every  flep 
we  advanced,  new  objeds  were  ftill  to  arife,  fitted 
to  excite  our  utmoft  furprize  and  aftoniOiment. 
And  could  the  inftitutors  of  the  Univerfity  of  St 
Andrew's,  but  have  conjedured,  what  an  active 
clafticity  of  mind  hpftile  to  prieftly  artifice  and  ufur- 
pation,  was  to  be  awakened  by  the  teaching  of  that 
fcience  and  erudition,  which  feemed  indifpeniibly 
requifite  as  qualifications  for  the  facerdotal  profef- 
fjon ;  they  would  undoubtedly  have  ihrunkbackwith 
tcrrour  and  abhorrence  from  the  generous  attempt 
they  made.  Prior  to  this  period,  the  Scots  had  begun 
to  refort  with  great  diligence,  not  only  to  the  Uni- 
verfities  of  Italy  and  France,  but  ftill  more  to  the 
nearer  ones  of  England,  for  the  purpofes  of  fcho- 
laftic  ftudy.  John  Barbour,  the  diftinguiflied  au- 
thor of  a  metrical  hiftory  of  Robert  Bruce,  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-feven, 
while  he  was  already  archdeacon  of  Aberdeen,  ob- 
tained pprmiffion  from  the  King  of  England,  to  re- 
pair to  Oxford  for  the  profecution  of  his  ftudies, 

with 
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with  three  fcholars  likewife  attending  him  from^^rj^^ 
Aberdeen* .  And  in  the  fame  year,  a  more  compte-  a.  d. 
henfiYC  letter  of  paffport,  was  granted  by  the  Engl^fliThe'^gJbu 
King,  permitting  S^ottifh  fchoiars  in  general  to  re-^^^^'^^*^ 
pair  freely  to  either  Oxfordor  Cambridge^  for  (ludy^ 
during  the  next  thtee  years,  fecure  from  all  molef- 
tation.  It  is  probable^  that  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
fourteenth  -ceptury,  the  refort  of  fchoiju-s  from 
Scotland  id  the  Englifh,  IJniyerfities,  became  fo 
confiderable^  3^.  to  ^larm,  the  patriotic  clergy  of 
Scotland,  ai^  to  fugged  the  propriety  of  the  irifU- 
tution  of  feminaries  for  iqftrudion  at  home^  which 
might  take  awsiy  the  neeei&ty  of  fuch  frequent  emi- 
gration  for  the  purpofes  of  ftudy.  Beiides,  the  infti- 
tution  of  Univerfities  being  once  begun,  and  having 
become  an  obje£t  of  general  attention  among  ihe  dig- 
nified ecclefiaflics  and  the  princes  of  Europe;  it  was 
natural  thatfomeof  the  excellent  andeminent  among 
them,  ihould  long  continue  to  cont^id  for  the  ho- 
nour of  being  diflinguifhed  as  the  founders  of  fuch 
iaflitutions.  The  munificence  of  the  Balliols  had 
already  provided  a  college  at  Oxford  fdr  the  de- 
ception and  accommodation  of  the  Scottifh  flu- 
dents  :  But  while  the  very  name  of  fialliol  was  un- 
popular in  Scotland;  the  patriotic  Scots  would  not 
i^ifh  that  their  fludious  fellow-countrymen  fhould 
avail  themfelves  even  of  BallioFs  benefadtions. — It 
is  remarkable ;  that  no  long  time  had  pafl'ed  frofa 
the  acra  of  the  inftltution  of  the  Univerfity  of  St 
Vox-,  ill;  N  n  Andrew's, 
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stcT.H.  Andrew*^;  till  its  tiiembe?«  found  aa  opportunity 
A.  B.    of  taking  an  eiiger  part  m  theologians  and  canon- 

*33o-Majjfl.3^  in  a  grand  ecdefiaftical  contYpverfy,  by  which 
all  Europe  yas  fet  at  variance  vith  itfdf.  Hie 
council  of  Conftance  had  depofed  Pope  Bcnedi^ 
the  Thirteenth  horn  the  pontifical  throne ;  as  be- 
ing un:Ale  by  other  means,  io  fettle  thcfe  -diftur- 
banees  whkh  had  been  excited  in  the  church  by 
the  cabftls*  and  contentions  of  a  number  of  rival 

Firft  con-  pretenders  to  the  papacy.     Inftead  of  him,  they 

ofthcUni-had  exalted  Onido  Colonna,  vho,  upon  Im  inau- 

s"jJn^  ^"^  guration,  aflTumed  the  name  of  Ma?tin  the  Fifth. 

drcw'i.  rj.^  ^jjj  ^jjg  Scottifh  chwch  to  deferC  the  caufe  of 
Benedid:,  and  to  o^n  the  authority  of  the  eouncily 
and  of  the  Pontiff  vrhoar  it  had  nominated ;  there 
came  mefl*en^s  from  Sigifmond*  King  'of  B<^e- 
mia ;  and  from  the  council  itfelf,  the  venerable  ab- 
bot of  Pontiniac.  But  the  duke  of  Albany,  then 
Regent,  and  the  ScoHtfc  clergy  were  more  zea- 
lously attached  to  Benedid,  than  the  people  of  any 
other  kingdom  in  Chriftendom.  At  the  iaftiga- 
tion  of  the  Regent,  Robert  Harding,  an  Englifl^ 

;  inan,  a  mafter  in  theology,  undertook  to  defend 

the  rights  of  BcnediS  againft*  the  authority  of  the 
council^  and  the  perfuafions  of  its  ambaffadon 
The  whole  members  of  the  Univerfity  arofe  with 
one  voice  againft  him.-  Supported,  however,  by 
the  Regent,  he  withftood  them  with  great  pertina- 
city of  argumentation,  and  bitternefs  of  inve£Uve. 

A 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


B<»KlV.]     HBTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.  aSj. 

A  general  iflcmbly  of  ihe  aiskdonal  clergy  wa^  con-S'**--  n- 
Vokcd  td  meet  at  P^rtb,  for  ibe  purpofe  of  commg  a.  d. 
to  a  decerminatioti  betwMii  Beaedid  oa  the  one*^^^"*^^^ 
hand,  and  oh  the  other  Mattiti  and  the  council. 
Before  that  aflemUy,  Harding  With  gre^t  ;seal.  fup« 
ported  in  a  long  deputation,  the  caufe  of  the  (or* 
mer.  Ht  was  oppofed  by  Mr  John  filwoed^.  rec* 
tor  of  the  Univeriity^  and  by  other  theologiani) 
wbofe  talefUs  and  learniiig^  were  in  high  eftima^ 
tion.  The  difpute  was  condudeti  with  much  mU 
nute  fubtlety  aUd  coarie  invedive^  •  At  laft,  the 
propofitioBS  maintained  by  Harding  were  /olemaly 
condemned ;  the  authority  of  tht  coviacll  of  Con- 
fkatiiXy  the  ctafe  of  Po}>e  Martin^  the  logic  of  tht 
Umverfity  of  Sf  Andtew's,  trliiiDpbed.  And  this 
was  the  fit  (I  important  public  o^c^fioa  upon  which 
this  Vniverfity  was  led  to  exert  itfelf  publicly  as  aa 
anipird  of  controTerfies^  aa  a  guardian  of  the  or^ 
thodoicy  of  the  church^n 

As  Id  eicganf  lea^Hg ;  k  had  ^i  yet  made  ax^7^|^\°„„ 
confiderable  profictency  amoiig  the  Scots«  Thofe 
emineiit  men  of  reputed  Scottifli  origin,  wl^o  ha?e 
been  faid  to  have  diftingaiflied  themfelves  in  the 
conTerfioii  of  the  aticient  QerMans^  among  the  li- 
terary ornaments  of  the  court  of  Cbarletnagne,  in 
exalting  the  fame  of  the  Univer fity  of  Oxford^  or 
in  adorning  that  of  Paris  j  a  Bonl&ce^  an  Alcuiti, 

n 

*  Wartpn's  hiftory  of  Englifli  poetry :— Fordan.  XV.  24. 25. 
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SicT.sii.  a  Michael  Scot ;  a  John  Duns  Scotu?,  a  Scotus 
A.  D.    Erigena  j    feem  to  have  acquired   and  difplaycd 

«33oi4»5theJr  learning  fo  much  more  in  foreign  countries, 
than  at  home ;  it  is  fo  uncertain  whether  they  were 
adually  Scots  by  birth,  slnd  not  rather  natives  of 
fome  other  country ;  and  of  the  monuments  of 
that  learning  which  made  them  once,  illuftrious, 
the  remains  are  fo  fmall ;  that  it  appeared  vain  to 
labour  to  bring  them  forward  into  any  confpicu- 
ous  place  in  the  hiftory  of  the  literature  of  Scot- 
land, for  the  age  in  which  they  lived.  Nor  was 
the  learning  attributed  to  them,  of  the  elegant  kind. 
Afcetic  piety  and  the  mummeries  of  fuperftition, 
fchoiaftic  theology  and  logic,  the  vanities  of  aftro* 
logy,  or  the  myflerious  manipulations  and^prcten- 
ces  of  alchemy,  have  afforded  the  only  grounds 
upon  which  their  reputation  has  been  built.-^Bur, 
Scotland,  during  the  prefent  period,  if  it  have  in 
fcience,  nothing  greater  to  boaft  of,  than  the  lec- 
tures and  difputations  of  the  members  of  the  newly 
inftituted  Univcrfity  of  St  Andrew!8  ;  has  however 
fome  fpecimens  to  ihew  of  increafmg  attention  to 
the  art  of  elegant  popular  compofition,  and  to  the 
improvement  'of  its  vernacular  language.  The 
monks  aipufed  their  leifure,  by  compofing  many 
fmall  copies  of  verfes,  fome  in  the  vernacular  lan- 
guage of  the  country,  others  in  the  Latin  tongue, 
the  'dialed  of  the  fervices  of  their  religion.  Foa- 
DUN,  and  his  continuators,  have  inferted  many 

Qf 
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of  thcfe  iq  their  chronicle,  which  fenre  as  fpecimens'*"-  n. 
of  the  tafte  and  genius  of  the  times,  of  which  they    a.  d. 
have  preferved  the  hiftory.   Whether  in  the  iropare^^^^*^^^ 
Latin  -which  was  then  in  ufe,  or  in  the  vulgar 
language ;  they  are  ftill  diftinguifbed  by  fuch  a 
fantaftic  attention  to  the  tricks  of  alliteration  and 
the  tinkling  of  rhymes,  as  feems  to  have  withdrawii 
their  cares  from  the  production  of  impaf&oned  feur 
timents,  or  vivid  imagery.     The  following  verfespoetrj, 
cited  by  Fordup,  as  a  popular  imitation  of  a  well 
known  paflage  in  the  prophe(;ie^  of  If^ah,  ^e  em|«> 
nently  beautiful ; 

<<  And  f(t>r  fwet  fmell  at  tbi  nofe,  ftmk  fall  thou  find ; 

"  And  fpr  thi  gay  gylt  girdyll,  a  hard  ftrop  fal  die  bind } 

"  And  for  thi  crifp  kell»  and  fair  hair,  all  bellit  fall  thott  be  |  x 

"  And  as  for  wild  and  wanton  Inik,  nothing  fall  thoi|  feei 

f  <  And  for  thi  femat  feeining  cote,  thi  hair  fall  be  nnfet ; 

«  And  for  thy  paintit  face  and  proud  heart,  in  hell  (all  be 
••  thi  feu'' 

To  feel,  with  due  convidion,  the  beautyof  thefe 
verfes,  it  is  requifite  that  we  remember  that  fuch 
words  in  them,  as  may  found  to  our  ears  familiarly 
mean,  had  not  then  loft,  by  frequent  and  degrad- 
ing ufe,  all  fufceptibility  of  delicacy  and  dignity  in 
expreilion.  But  we  have  loft  that  original  accentu« 
ation  and  pronunciation  of  the  words,  which  may 
probably- have  given  melody  to  whatfoever  may  feem 
harih  in  the  verfification :  And  although  the  verfi* 
fication  were  even  to  the  ears  of  the  contempo^'a- 

I  ries 
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$tirt.  lu  ries  of  the  poet^  as  hirih  as  it  is  to'oura ;  yvt  ih  «kat 
A.  D.    iniftAcy  oF  poetkd  campofitioB,  h^rfliMfs  might 

■^^^^^kttA  flidody,  while  there  was  nothirtg  hfut  ragged 
tliinieafuTed  profe  to  conparc  it  with.  Another 
ttafiflatioQ  6i  i  fatyrical  pl0age  agakift  the  fan* 
f«jt)  from  an  author  of  the  name  of  fiabioi^  is 
H^ore  giy  and  fanmoTotis  in  the  ca|l  of  icft  fisofi- 
lAtm^  and  imagety. 

CnrioM  "  T^«  unUtit  woman  the  Tidit  man  will  lait» 

fatirc  OB  €i  Ganges  coicatid  in  thft  CQrt,  hotnit  Ilk  a  giit, 

V  Als  bfitikand  as  a  bolt  (b  frMti^i  aftd  ift  irk^ 
<<  Mair  venuroit  is  hir  luke  than  the  coikBlriec> 
*<  Blythe  and  bletherand  in  the  face,  lyk  ane  aogeU| 
«  Bot  a  Wifle  in  the  tsiij,  lyk  a  dracotintll,  ^ 

«*  Wyih  prik-youkihd  Mfis  ^9  the  awfk  gleg } 
««  Mare  wily  than  n  fot,  pufigis  as  the  deg. 
«*  Als  fikir  for  to  hald  is  a  Watef-eell } 
«  Bot  as  true  in  her  toung  is  thfc  mekyl  dtil.** 

Thefe  verfes ;  compofed  from  the  Latin  of  Babiug, 
either  by  fome  j^cetical  monk  of  the  reign  of  Davie} 
Bruce,  of  ot  the  two  firft  Stewarts, — 6r  perhaps 
by  John  Forcun  himfelf,  who  Kved  wlthlft  the 
period,  which  is  the  fubjeiJl  of  this  iToiitth  Book ; 
are  not  inferior,  either  in  the  e^preflive  cfiergles  of 
the  kinguage  ertiployed,  of  in  thfe  vigour  of  con- 
ception  with  which  the  poet  appears  to  have  ap- 
prchended  the  fubje^s  of  his  verfes,  a!id  the  allu- 
fions  by  which  he  illuftfates  them, — to  any  of  thofe 
many  paffages  in  the  great  contemporary  Efiglift 
poet  Chaucer,  which  arc  addreffed  to  the  fame 

theme 
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theme  oi  lOveStive  agaiaft  thefem^e  &c^  Thi|SMT^»> 
theme  o£  inwAire  was  aatufally  a  favourite  one,  j^  jx 
in  an  age  which  was  at  oace  grofe  and  luxurious ;  ^**^^*^' 
in  which  to  lavge  a  pprticm  of  the  community  der 
vo4!^d  thentfelwt  to  a'cqlibaGy  rhibt  was  often  un^ 
thafte ;  and  in  which,  too,  from  the  ]iarrownef6  of 
the  range  of  the  .ordinary  kno^^iedge  of  the  age^ 
the  fid^jefits  £ar  poetical  compofition  were  neccO- 
farily  not  numeroua.  Verfified  leflbna  of  pbty  or 
morality,  legends  of  faints^  tales  of  ti»  adventures 
of  ka{gbt«errantry,  £oag8  eelebrating  the  hfircM: 
deeds  of  patriots  and  heroes  in  their  a£lual  battles 
agaihft  the  enemies  of  their  ocMindry,  and  fotsm  fbur 
ditties  of  k>ve,  were  the  only  other  popular  fpecjca 
of  poetical  eompofioon,  at  this  tioie,  common  in 
Scotland*. 

But,  in  this  age  flwriftwl  John  Bwhour^  arch- Tohn  B*r* 
deacon  of  Aberdeen,  wfeofe  metrics^l  hiftory  cf^°*''- 
the  Kfe,  atchievements>  and  reign  of  Rob^t  Sruc^ 
is  one  of  the  finedb  poems  vfhkh  were  in  t;J^s  age 
compojed  ia  the  veroacuUr  Ungvage  of  any  of  the 
nations  of  Europe.  Barbour  wajs  bora  before  the 
year  ©ne  thonfand  three  hundred  and  thirty.  Ei- 
ther his  genius,  or  the  influence  of  his  relations  and 
friends,  early  recommended  him  to  the  diftinguiihed 
preferment  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Aberdeen.  We 
have  feen  that  it  was  in  the  year  one  thoufajjd  three 
hundred  and  fifty- fcyen,  hie 'went  with  three  fcho- 

lars 
•  Fqrdun.  XIV.  30,  31. 
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^!!Li!'  lars  attending  him,  to  profecute  his  ftudies  at  the 
A.  D.   Englifh  Univerlity  of  Oxford.  •  He  was  a  procura^ 

i33o.x4a5tQr  for  the  bifhop  of  Aberdeen  in  a  general  con- 
vention of  the  nobles,  clergy,  and  burgefTes,  which 
met  at  Edinburgh  in  that  fame  year,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  negotiating  a  treaty  for  the  ranfom  of 
King  David  Bruce. .  In  the  year  .one  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fixty-five,  he  obtained  permif^ 
lion  to  travel  through  England  towards  France, 
with  fix  horfemen  attending  him.  It  was  eight 
years  after  this  that  he  finifhed  his  hiftory  of  Ro- 
bert Bruce.  This  work  was  not  only  the  firft  con- 
iiderable  compofition  written  in  the  vernacular 
language  of  Scotland ;  but  the  firft  profefledly  hif- 
torical  work,  in  which  any  part  of  the  hiftory  of 
the  ancient  Scots  was  recorded  in  detaiK  It  may 
be  regarded  as  a  fort  of  imperfed:  epic  poem  ;  for 
the  expulfion  of  the  Englifh  out  of  Scotland,  and 
the  eftablifliment  of  the  national  freedom  of  the 
Scots,  are  the  connected  fubjedts  of  which  it  treats, 
*  and  which  it  condufbs  to  a  happy  accomplifhment. 
As  a  hiftorical  work,  again,  it  imperfe&ly  com- 
bines the  two  inethods  of  annals^ — and  continued 
htjlory  attentive  to  the  progrefs  rather  of  events 
than  of  time.  Among  the  Scots,  when  Barbour 
wrote,  there  burned  an  ardent  fpirit  of  national 
freedom,  naturally  kindled  and  maintained  by  the 
long  contefts  in  which  they  had  been  engaged,  and 
which  were  ftill,  from  time  to  time,  renewed  ;  and 
1  this 
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this  fpirit  breathes  a  fife  into  Barbour's  poem,^«cT^ 
fuch  as  his  genius  would  perhaps  have  been  other-  a.  ix 
vife  unable  to  animate  it  with.  His  genius  is'^^^'*^ 
evidently  of  the  middle  cbfs,  lacaqMble  of  the  fu-« 
blime^  the.  deeply  pathetic,  the  awfully  terrible^ 
the  imprefllvely  pidujefque ;  but  lively,  and  ca« 
pable  of  apprehending,  and  of  communicating  all 
its  conceptions  clearly.  The  ftyle  is  a  dialec): 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon,  uninfefted  with  any  con- 
fiderable  intermixture  of  Norman  French ;  and 
although  with  fomewhat  mote  of  Gaefic }  yet  not 
with  fo  much  as  might  form  any  eoliiiderable  pro- 
portion of  the  whole  fyfteax  <^  phrafeology. — Hi^ 
merits  in  the  refpe^l  of  hiftorical  fidelity,  have 
bees  permitted  Co  reAe£k  a  praife  upon  hts  poetry^ 
which  It  could  not  otherwife  have  obtained :  Or, 
perhaps,  the  comparifon  of  his  works  with  the 
writings  of  the  contemporary  poets  of  other  na- 
tions i  together  with  that  happy  fortune  which  has 
preferved  his  ftyle  from  becoming  obfolete;  may 
have  tempted  unfkilful  judges  of  poetical  excel- 
lence, to  exalt  him  with  an  unmeaning  extrava- 
gance of  applaufe.  It  is  probable,  too,  that  the 
great  and  deferved  popularity  which  this  poem 
long  enjoyed,  by  reafon  of  the  national  import- 
ance of  its  fubjef^,  and  its  own  intrinflc  merits ; 
may  have  contributed  fomewhat  to  fix  the  phrafe- 
ology in  which  it  is  written,  and  to  prevent  it  from* 
falling  fo  fp^edily  as  it  might  otherwife  have  done. 
Vol.  III.  '   Oo  into' 
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Sect.  II.  ijj^Q  general  dlfufc.  So  highly  was  the  work  of 
A.  D.    Barbour  eftccmed  for  hiftorical  accuracy,  even  at 

'^^®^^*^no  long  diftance  of  time  from  the  period  of  its 
original  compofitionj  that  Winton  has,  of  pur- 
pofe,  dech'ned,  to  record  in  full  detail,  all  the  tran- 
fadions  of  the  reign  of  Robert  Bruce;  alledging 
that  this  taik  had  been  performed  by  archdeacon 
Barbour,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  well  be  fup« 
pofed  to  fuperfede  all  fubfequent  attempt*. 

Of  nearly  the  fame  age,  yet  probably  fo  much 
Blind  ,  later  as  to  have  flourifhed  during  the  firft  half  of 
the  fourteenth  century,  was  the  famous  Bi^ind 
Henry,  the  author  of  the  metrical  hiftory  of  the 
adventures  of  William  Wallace ;  a  writer  who, 
although  no  lefs  a  favourite  with  the  vulgar,  than 
Barbour,  has  not  *  been  honoured  with  the  lame 
approbation  of  the  pretenders  to  tafle  and  erudi- 
tion, either  in  regard  to  hiftorical  veracity,  or  to 
the  poetical  beauties  of  his  work. 

In  refpe£t  to  hiftorical  veracity,  it  muft  be  con- 
feffed  that  Blind  Henry  cannot  be  juftified.  He 
fpeaks  of  an  original  Latin  hiftory  of  the  life  and 
adventures  of  Wallace,  which  may  indeed  have  j 
exifted,  but  is  now  no  longer  to  be  found.  His 
narrative  occafionally  agrees  more  or  lefs  perfeftly  j 
with  the  fads  related  by  Fordun,  or  by  the  Englift 

hiftorians  I 

•  Fordun.  L.  XII  s— Winton.  Book  VIII :  Pinkcrton's 
tdttit)n  of  Barbour's  life  of  Bruce.  I 
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hiftorians  of  the  fame  period ;  but  often  differs S"^;"- 
from  them,  and  contains  many  adventures  of  which  a.  d. 
they  fay  nothing,  and  which  contradift  general '^^"^^^^^ 
prbbability. — ^It  ihould  feem  that  Henry,  being  moft 
probably  a  blind,  mendicant  friax;*;  pofleffed  that 
aflivity  of  mind,  for  which  perfons  labouring  un« 
der  the  misfortune  of  blindnefs,  have,  in  many 
confpicuous  inftances,  been  diftinguifhed.  Bar^ 
hour's  life  of  Bruce  was  then  in  every  hand,  on 
every  tongue.  The  atchievement^  of  Wallace,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  Bruce,  were  the  theme  of  univer- 
fal  admiration  and  fond  applaufe.  Henry's  emu^ 
lation  of  Barbour,  and  admiration  of  Wallace, 
were  excited  together.  In  the  folitude  of  blind- 
nefs, in  the  gloom  of  perpetual  darknefs,  he  cheared 
his  penfive  mind,  by  expreiling  in  verfe,  whatever 
information  he  could  obtain  concerning  the  deeds 
of  that  patriot  hero  whom  Barbour  had  left  un-' 
fung.  But,  unwritten  tradition  cannot  long  pre- 
ferve  a  faithful  memorial  of  any  feries  of  fafts:  If 
there  were  any  written  records  of  the  deeds  of 
Wallace  preferved  in  any  of  the  monafteries ;  yet 
Henry,  vinder  the  difadvantages  under  which  he  was 
necefTarily  placed,  could  not  readily  have  acccfs  to 
every  one  of  thefe :  He  was  obUged  for  the  moft 
part  to  accept  the  popular  tale  of  thofe  adventures 
which  he  had  refolved  to  fing ;  and  in  that  tale, 
the  real  afts  of  Wallace  were  confounded  with 
mny  of  thofe  of  Bruce,  of  the  DouglafTes,  and  of 

otheip 
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Sect.  h.  othct  Scottifh  heroes;  as  well  as  othcrwJfe  difgnifed 
A.  D.    by  popular  and  traditional  inaccuracy  and  extrava- 

»33o-i4a5gance  :  When  he  had  compofed  his  poem,  he  could 
not  himfelf  commit  it  to  trriting ;  he  could  not, 
like  Barbour,  fecure  it  from  corruption,  by  depofit- 
ing  it  in  the  libraries  of  the  monafteries,  or  among 
the  great :  It  was  intruded  to  the  coipmon  people; 
and  was  probably  fpoiled  by  their  fondncfe,  as  their 
favourites  commonly  are.  Hence  the  origin  of 
thofe  inaccuracies  in  faft,  which  obvioufly  disfigure 
Henry's  poem.  Hence  it  is,  that  we  have  not 
dared  to  employ  it  as  a  genuine  hiftorical  authori* 
'  ty,  except  only  where  its  teftimony  was  confirmed 
by  graver  evidence.  Henry  had,  however,  made 
the  moil  cffeftual  provifion  for  perpetuating  his 
own  name,  and  for  eternizing  the  fame  of  this 
hero. 

When  thefe  deduftions  have  been  made  from 
the  merits  of  Hekry's  work,  confidered  as  a  re- 
cord of  hjftory ;  high  applaufe  may  be  with  confi- 
dence challenged  to  it,  as  a  poem,  the  produftion 
of  a  rude,  unlettered  age.  So  far  is  it  from  being 
inferior  to  the  work  of  Barbour  in  poedcal  excel- 
lence ;  that  it,  on  the  other  hand,  rifes  as  much 
above  it,  in  this  refpeft,  ^s  it  is  inferior  in  hiftori- 
cal  utility.  Barbour's  work  has  been  often  faid  to 
excel  Henry's  no  lefs  in  beauty  than  in  truth  :  But, 
when  the  judgment  was  pronounced,  regard  was 

had 
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had  not  to  the  fentiments,the  imagery,  the  di£lion,Sret\iT. 
the  vcrfification  of  the  two  poems,  but  to  other  a.  d. 
accidental  and  extrinfic  qualities  upon  which  ge-'^^^'^^ 
naine  tafte  would  never  found  it«  judgments. 
Henry's  work  does  not  indeed  poffefs  the  advan- 
tage of  the  fame  epic  unity  of  defign  as  that  which 
chara£terifes  the  poem  of  Barbour :  It  is  merely  a 
metrical  life  of  William  Wallace ;  not  including 
the  commencement  and^  completion  of  any  one 
great  a£tion  ;  unlefs  perhaps  we  fhould  r^rd  as 
fachy  Wallace's  unceafing  ftruggle  to  free  his  couh« 
try,  and  in  his  death  the  final  difappointment  of 
all  his  hopes  and  efforts.  Barbour's  poems  is  in 
rhyming  couplets  of  eight  fyllables  in  the  line  ; 
but  Henry's  in  fimilar  couplets,  of  ten  fyllables  in 
the  line,  poflefling  that  fonorous  dignity  of  verfifi** 
cation,  which  tafte  has  approved  as  the  quality  be- 
longing to  this  meafure,  more  than  to  any  other 
in  the  Engliih  language.  There  is  an  energy,  a 
condenfation  of  thought  in  the  lines  of  Henry, 
which  far  furpafles  the  feebler  verfes  of  Barboun 
The  exordium  of  his  firft  book,  is  extremely,  happy, 
clbfely  pertinent,  but  neither  fo  pompous  as  to 
promife  mighty  things  which  cannot  follow,  nor 
fo  trivial  as  not  to  excite  the  reader's  expe£hi« 
tion. 


Our 
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8kct.  n.  *<  Our  Anuccflbwris  yat  wc  fuld  of  rcide, 

^^^^^'^^^  And  hald  in  mynde  their  nobill  worthy  deide^ 

I3JO-X4V         We  lat  oarflide,  throw  wcrray  flouthfulneft. 
And  caft  us  cvir  till  uiher  befynes. 
Till  honour  ennymys,  is  our  hails  eatent* 
As  has  beyne  feyne  in  yir  tyms  by  went. 

Thit  we  fuld  thynk  one  our  bears  befor. 

•      •••«*•*«• 

We  rcid  of  ane  rycht  famous  of  renoune; 
Of  worthi  blude  that  ryngs  in  yis  regioune : 
And  henfefurthy  I  wi}l  mey  proces  hald 
'  Of  Wilzham  Wallace,  as  ye  haf  hard  beyne  tald/* 

There  is  uQcommon  force  and  compreilion  of 
thought  in  the  following  enumeration  of  the  evil$ 
which  the  Eqgliih  ufurpatiop  had  inflided  upoq 
the  Scots, 

"  Qahen  Saxon's  blude  into  yisrealmecummynge, 
Wyrkand  the  will  of  Edward  that  falfe  King» 
Mony  grct  wrang  yai  wrocht  in  yis  regioune, 
'  Deftroyit  our  lords,  and  brak  their  byggyngs  down, 

Both  wiffs  an  wedowis  they  tuk  sdl  at  yatr  will, 
Nonnys  madyins  qufaam  thai  liket  to  fpiU. 
King  Herod's  part  yai  playit  into  Scotland, 
Of  yong  childer  yat  yai  befor  yaim  fand. 
Ye  Byfcbyppryks,  that  war,  of  gretaft  wale, 
Yai  tuk  in  hand  of  yair  Archbyfchops  haile  : 
No  for  the  Pape,  thai  wald  na  kyrks  forber, 
Bot  gruppyt  all  be  violence  of  wer. 
Glafkow  yai  gatf,  as  it  our  weil  was  kend, 
To  Dyocye  of  Duram  to  commend. 

.    '  Small 
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Small  benefice  that  wald  yai  nocfat  perfew  Sect.  IL 


A.a 


And  for  the  ritch  full  worthy  clerks  yai  flew! 

Hangyt  Barrownys,  and  wrpcht  full  mekill  care,  ^330-14*5 

It  was  weylle  knawyn,  in  the  Bemeys  of  Ayr, 

XVIIl  fcore  putt  to  yat  difpitfuU  dede, 

Bot  God  abowyn  has  fend  us  fnm  ramede". 

If  we  can  for  a  moment  forget,  that  the  phrafe- 
ology  of  thefe  lines  has  loft  in  part  its  dignity  by 
becoming  familiar,  and  its  grace  by  waxing  obfo* 
lete  i  we  (hall  not  fail  to  difcover  in  them  an  ener- 
gy of  thought  and  ezpreflion,  more  worthy  perhaps 
of  the  orator  than  of  the  poet,  but  fuch  as  none 
but  a  man  of  powerful  genius  would  eafily  dif- 
play. 

The  difguife  in  which  Wallace  was  hidden  from 
the  purfuit  of  the  Englifli,  is  in  the  fame  firft 
book,  painted  with  great  poetical^  and  even  comic 
force. 

•*  A  rwffat  gown  of  her  own  fche  hym  gaiff 
jlpon  bis  weydf  yat  covrU^  all  the  lajffs  ; 
Afowdfy  courche  our  hed  and  nek  leit  falU 
A  wowyn  quhyt  hatt  fche  braflit  on  with  all ; 
For  yai  fuld  nocht  lang  tary  at  yat  in, 
Gai£F  hym  a  rok,  fyn  fet  hym  doune  to  fpin/' 

There  is  all  the  fire,  the  pathos,  the  majefty  of 
the  epic  poem  in  the  defcription  of  Wallace's  com- 
l)at  with  the  Englifhmen  at  Ayr,  which  is  contain- 
ed 
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sser.  n.  ed  in  the  fecond  book ;  in  the  fine  reflexions  in 

jL  D.    which  the  poet  fympathizes  with  the  fufferings  of 

»33o»4ai|jj3  ijg^Q  J  j,^  ^{jg  lamentation  which  he  afcribes  to 

the  friends  and  kindred  of  Wallace ;  in  the  ar- 
dent, and  highly  charafteriftic  foliloquy  which  he 
makes  the  unfortunate  warriour  pour  forth  in  his 
dungeon.  The  tendernefs  and  fidelity  of  Wallace's 
fofter-modier  are  beautifully  natural  and  iotereft- 
ing^  and  are  exprefled  with  the  moft  mafterly  fkill ; 
while  the  intervention  and  the  prophecy  of  Tho- 
mas the  RhymeTt  ^Xt  introduced  at  the  very  fea- 
fon  at  which  they  are  the  mdl  wanted  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  revivingi^  exalting,  and  extending  the  read- 
er's expeftations.  The  portrait  of  Fawdown,  in 
the  fourth  book,  is  drawn  with  the  hand  of  apain- 
ter»  Ikilful  to  make  colours,  lines,  and  attitudiQS  ex- 
prefs  with  the  mod  (kiking  efFe£i,  all  the  force  of 
a  peculiar  and  interefting,  although  unpleafing 
character. 

**  To  Wallace  there  cam  ane  yat  hecht  Fawdoun, 
Melancoly  he  was  of  complexioun^ 
Hewey  of  ftatar,  door  in  hys  conteQ^nce, 
Sorrowfully  (adde,  ay  dreidful  bat  pll;aiauoce'^ 

In  this  fame  fourth  book,  the  mixture  of  deceit, 
unthinking  levity,  and  tendernefs  in  the  charadler 
of  Wallace's  miftrcfs  at  Perth,  are  dcfcribcd  with  a 
felicity  and  a  (kill  which  have  rarely  been  excelled, 
azKl  will  not  eafily  be  equalled*    The  flxong  ne- 

I  ceflity 
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ccflity  and  the  violent  irritation  of  mind  by  which  s«""- 
Wallace  was  urged  to  flay  his  followet  Fawdoun,  a.  d.* 
with  all  the  circumftances  of  his  flight  from  Perth '^^^*^*^ 
to  Stirling,  are  related,  in  the  fifth  book,  with  a 
fire  of  fentiment,  with  a  flcilful  feleftion  of  particu- 
lars^ with  a  pifburefque  expofition  of  imagery,  with 
an  happy  fimplicity  of  expreflion,  clear,  yet  forci- 
ble, which  could  not  have  been  exhibited  by  any 
but  the  true  poet.  That  Henry's  life  of  Wallace 
has  always  been,  even  more  than  the  life  of  Bruce,' 
a  favourite  with  the  vulgar,  is  a  proof  that  the  me- 
rits of  poetical  compofition,  are  ever  to  l^e  mofb 
furely  eftimated  by  its  power  :o  imprefs  the  feeU 
ings,  to  kindly  up  the  paflions,  to  feize,  to  fufpend,' 
to  chain  down  the  attention.  That  critics  fhould 
have  preferred  the  poetry  as  well  as  the  hiftory  of 
Barbour's  work,  is  a  proof,  that  critics  are  fome« 
times  apt  to  decide  without  examination,  to  mif- 
take  one  quality  for  another,  and  to  fancy  that  fa' 
great  a  man  as  an  archdeacon  muA  neceflarily  pof- 
fefs  higher  poetical  genius  than  a  blind  itinerant 
bard,  even  at  the  diftance  of  fo  many  centuries  af- 
ter death  has  made  both  the  rivsds  equal*. 

Such  are  the  nwft  remarkable  fpecimens  which  Language/ 
yet  remain,  of  the  fuccefs  with  which  the  vernacu- 
lar language  of  Scotland  was  cultivated  in  literary 
compofition,  during  the  fourteenth  and  in  the  be- 
Vol.  III.  P  p  ginningf 

^  Miorifon's  edition  of  Blind  Harry's  life  of  Wallace.' 
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Sect.  n.  ginning  of  the  fifteenth  century.    It  is  remarkable, 
A.  D.    that  the  ftyle  of  thefe  two  works  of  Barbour  and 

*^^'^'^  Blind  Henry,  are  almoft  without  variation,  the 
language  ftill  fpoken  by  the  peafantry  of  the  niid« 
die  parts  of  Scotland,  wherever  they  inhabit  at  a 
diftance  from  any  confiderat^  town.  There  is, 
perhaps,  in  every  language,  a  certain  range  of 
phrafeology  which  is  early  appropriated  to  the  ufes 
of  familiar  life,  which  expreffes  objeds  of  percep- 
tion that  can  never  ceafe  Co  be  regarded,  and  modes 
of  feeling,  thought,  and  adion  which  can  ne- 
ver wax  obfolete ;  which  is  equally  remote  from 
fordid  debafement  a^d  from  ftilted  elevation,  from 
ilovenly  vulgarity,  and  from  pedantic  affedation ; 
and  which,  therefore,  while  the  ftamina  of  the  lan- 
guage endure,  remains  almoft  unchanged,  amid 
the  endlefs  fluftuations  of  that  phrafeology  which 
belongs  to  the  arts,  the  manners,  the  literature 
which  the  progrefs  of  focial  life  is  continually  con- 
duding  through  new  variations  of  form.  This 
fyfiem  of  phrafeology  for  the  language  of  Scot- 
land, feems  to  have  been  in  thefe  poems  attained. 
The  Scottifli  diale£l,  fuch  as  they  exhibit  it,  coh- 
fifts  chiefly  of  words  purely  or  derivatively  Anglo- 
Saxon.'  With  thefe  are  intermingled  a  number  of 
words  borrowed  from  the  Latin  which  was  then 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  church ;  a  few  from 
the  French ;  a  more  confiderable  proportion  from 
the  Gaelic  ^  and  if  we  could  with  fufficient  clear- 

nefs 
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ncfc  and  precifion,  difcriminate  the  Norfe  or  Danifh^'^;^"' 
from  the  Anglo-Saxon, — perhaps  alfo,  no  fmall    a.  d. 
number  of  words  and  phrafes,  introduced  from  the'^^^^^*^ 
former  of  thefe  tongues. 

Of  this  age  was  alfo  John  of  Fordun,  whofcjoKK 
Latin  Chronicle  is  the  moft  authentic  record  of  °"°"' 
the  ancient  Hiilory  of  Scotland.  He  was  an  emi« 
nent  pried  and  preacher ;  bat  had  not  been  ho« 
nourcd  with  any  degree  in  any  univerfity.  Having 
made  collections  for  the  whole  hiilory  of  his  coun^ 
try,  down  to  his  own  time,  h&  was  however  pre* 
vented  by  death  or  other  circumftances  from  con- 
tinuing it  beyond  the  end  of  the  Fifth  Book.  He 
lived  about  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
and  was  contemporary  with  Wardlaw  bifhop  of 
Glafgow,  whom  he  relates  to  have  furniihed  him 
with  the  genealogy  of  King  David.  The  ftyle  in 
which  he  writes,  is  more  clear  and  expreilive,  than 
could  well  have  been  expe£ted  from  the  times  in 
which  he  wrote.  His  reading  too  appears  to  have 
been  extenfive.  His  morality  is  pure  and  manly. 
A  careful  perufal  of  his  work,  will  not  fail  to  ex* 
cite  more  refpeftful  ideas  than  are  ufually  enter- 
tained of  the  monks  of  this  age.  His  piety  appears 
to  have  been  fuperftitious  ^nd  weakly  credulous. 
There  is  fo  little  of  prieftly  knavery  apparent  in  his 
work ;  that  he  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  to  have 
himfelf  believed  all  thofe  things  which  he  relates  in 
favour  of  the  high  pretenfions  of  the  church.    It 

was 
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Sect.  II.  ^^g  the  tcxturc  and  colour  of  his  mind,  rot  prieftly 

A.  p.    impofture,  that  produced  whatever  in  his  chronicle 

1330-1425  jjjj^y  ^  haftily  e;icecrated  as  the  falfehoods  of  prieft- 

'  craft.     His  book  was  received  in  all  the  Scottiih 

monftaries  J  and  was  continued  by  different  hands*. 


Bjunes. 


Proper  The  PROPER  NAMES  of  perfons  began,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fourteenth  cent.ury,  to  be  falhioned 
more  and  more  into  that  form  which  they  were 
ever  afterwards  to  bear.  Patronymicks^  or  words 
diftinguifhing  this  or  that  man,  as  defcended  from 
fome  particular  anceftor,  began  to  be  employed  as 
permanent  family-firnames.  The  fiames  of  beredU 
•  icirj  offices  began  to  be  ufed  to  diftinguifh,  not 
merely  that  perfon  in  the  family  who  bore  the  office 
in  queAion,  but  to  be  communicated  throughout  the 
whole  family.  It  was  thus,  the  patronyraicks, 
Thomfon,  Maxwell  for  inftance,  became  ordinary 
firnames  :  Thus  Stewart  originally  the  appellation 
of  a  great  office^  came  to  be  ufed  ^s  the  moft  illuf- 
trious'  family-name  in  Scotland..  The  names  of 
lands,  too,  which  had  been  originally  affumed,  as 
expreffiye  of  fome  natural  or  accidental  quality, 
belonging  to  the  land  ;  which  had  been  commu- 
nicated to  their  refpeftive  poffeffors,  in  order  to 
denote  the  relation  of  property ;  were  now  at  length 
adopted  as  common  family-names,  applicable  to  all 
the  children  of  the.  man  to  whom  this  or  that  eftate 

belonged : 
*  Fordun.— .Prefat.  V.  60.  VII.   1.— Nicolfon's  Scottiih 
Hiftor.  Libr.  P.  83. 
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belonged  :  Douglas j  Dunbar ^  and  innumerable  o.^"J^'- 
ther  names  of  the  fame  fpecies,  were  thus  commu-  a^d. 
nicated  firft  from  places  to  perfons,  and  from  fmgle'^^^*^*^ 
perfons  to  families.  To  ftrangers,  not  as  yet  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  any  illuftrlous,  appropriated  name, 
the  names  of  their  refpeftive  countries,  were  now 
applied.  Hence  the  origin  of  the  names  Flemings 
French^  Inglisy  Ireland^  and  in  England,  or  in  its 
border,  of  the  firname  of  Scot.  Burgefles,  or  inha- 
bitants of  towns,  were  denominated  from  the  towns 
to  which  they  refpeftively  belonged, — as  yobn  of 
Perth  J  William  of  Edinburgh ^  Alexander  of  Dundee. 
Names  of  occupations  were  ftill  in  frequent  ufe  a- 
mong  the  inferior  people  y  as  for  inftance,  Alan 
Steerifmany  John  Goldfmith^  John  Mercer^  Maurice 
Skinner^^ 

AlIt  thofe  acknowledged  relations  of  perfons  tohzvn. 
property y  of  individuals  to  one  another ^ — of  indi^ 
njiduals  to  the  community^ — and  of  the  community  to 
individuals  \  which^  are.fpecified  and  defcribed  in 
the  laws  of  any  country  ;  may  be  otherwife  viewed 
as  exprcffed  in  the  Political  Law^  in  the  Civil 
Law;  in  the  forms  of  the  executive  government  of 
that  country.  In  the  account  of  the  legiflation  of 
the  Scots  during  the  fourteenth  century,  therefore; 
departing  from  that  rigorous  philofophical  method 
which  it  was  endeavoured  to  obferve  in  explain- 
ing 

*  Fordun.  pajfim: — Appellations  and  fignatures  in  Ry- 
mci's  fcsdera  and  Andcrfon's  D'tphmata, 
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s«isr.  n.  ijjg  the  hiftory  of  the  laws  of  Scotland  in  the  for- 
A.D.'  merbooksj  let  us  here  follorr  this  new  form  of 

^^*^'^diftrioution,  fof  the  fake  of  ealivciMiig  by  noveky 
of  form,  a  fubje£l  which  its  natural  drynefs  and 
aufterity  ntight,  otherwife,  perhaps  render  too  nn- 
intcrefting.  We  fhaH  contempfate  the  fame  cx- 
panfe  of  horizon,  but  fhall  take  our  obfervadons 
from  a  different  point  of  view.  We  fliall  ere^  an 
edifice  of  the  fame  dimeniions,  and  affording  the 
fame  accommodations  as  before,  but  varied  only 
in  the  didribution  of  the  chambers* 

cmi.  By  the  Civil  Law  is  not,  here^  to  be  under* 

^^■^  flood  that  body  of  iiiftitutions,  the  moft  ftupend? 
ous  monument  of  Boman  grandeur  and  wifdom, 
which  having  been,  fome  time  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  period, [revived  in  Europe, 
after  it  had  been  long  buried  nearly  in  the  fame 
obHrion  as  all  the  other  precious  relics  of  ancient 
literature  ;  ferved  greatly  to  mitigate  the  ferocities, 
and  to  enlighten  and  explode  rhe  abfurdities  of 
the  old  feudal  laws,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  tended 
fcarcely  lefs  to  break  down,  to  eonftrain,  to  deftroy 
that  high  fpirit  of  afiftocratieal  freedom,  which 
formed  the  very  foul  of  all  the  feudal  inftitutions. 
The  Civil  Law,  of  which  we  here  treat,  is  the 
law  which,  during  this  period,  regulated  in  Scot- 
land, the  reciprocal  rights  and  duties  of  private 
citizens. — The  long  reign  of  David  the  Firft  had 
6rft  given  Scotland  fomething  like  a  formal  fyftcm 

of 
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of  lav8,  compofed  by  the  coUeAiofi  and  recording  5««]«^ 
of  thofe  cuftaQ»  of  dominion  and  civil  intercouiic;^    a.  n. 
which  had  prevailed  among  the  Scots,  the  PiSs>^^^"^ 
the  StTathclydtan$,and  the  Anglo-Saxons  jof  N<»'th'>^'''»a  ^^ 
umberlaftd  ;  by  an  imitatioa  of  the  written  law^s  of ous  uamt 
the  Anglo-Saxons;  by  adopting  fome  principles  fa  soJt^ 
from  the  precepts  of  ihe  gofpel,  and  the  ancient**^' 
laws  of  the  Jews  ;  by  adding  fome  forms  of  judici- 
al procedure,  luitable  particularly  to  the  conveni- 
ence, and  the  pradice  of  the  iime;  and  by  mould- 
ing the  vhole  iftto  one  rude  yet  veuierable  contex- 
ture.    To  confirm,  to  enlarge,  or  to  alter  thofe 
laws  of  David,,  new  ads  were,  as  we  have  fetiiy 
from  time  to  time,  paiTed,  in  the  fucoefllv'e  parlioi* 
meats  of  his  fucceflbrs,  Malcolm,  William,  and 
the  two  Alexanders.     'limt  and  the  permanent 
continuance  of  regular  government  ftili  added  new- 
weight  and  authority  to  the  whole  fyftem  of  the 
laws.     At  the  acceffion  x>f  each  fucoeeding  king, 
new  obedience  to  them  was  ftill  vowed ;  every 
meeting  of  the  eftates  in  Parliament,  recognifed 
their  authority ;  every  appeal  to  a  court  of  juftice 
for  decifion  in  cafes  of  difpiited  right,  every  exe- 
cution  of  punishment  upon  offenders  againft  the 
peace  of  the  community,  ftill  confirmed  the  power, 
^nd  exalted  the  majefty  of  the  laws.     But,  in  thofe 
times  of  diftradion  and  confufion,  which  enfued 
after  the  death  of  Alexander  the  Third,  their  in- 
fluence was  fubverted.     Even  for  a  while  after  the 
cxpulfion  of  the  Englift,  Robert  Bruce,  notwith- 

ilandid; 


Digitized  t)y 


Google 


304  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.      [Book  IV. 

^!1L^  ftanding  the  new  afts  of  legiflation  paflcd  in  his 
A.  D.    parliaments,  could  fcarcely  reduce  his  barons  to  a 

i3jo.i4»5q^gj  obedience  to  legal  power,  peacefully  enforced. 
Randolph  was  cut  off  by  death  in  the  midft,  of  a 
vigorous  adminiftration,  which,  if  prolonged,  might 
have  at  once  given  new  energy  to  law,  and  effe£k« 
ually  repulfed  invafion.  Until  the  few  lad  years 
of  the  reign  of  David  Bruce,  the  laws,  from  the 
circumftances  of  the  times,  the  inv^fions  of  the 
Englifh,  the  weaknefs  of  a  regency,  and.  the  uncon<- 
troulable  boldnefs  and  ferocity  of  the  barons,  were 
neceffarily  without  eiGcient  vigour.  In  the  reign 
of  Robert  the  Seccmd,  while  his  fon,  the  duke  of 
Albany,  adminiftered  the  functions  of  government 
for  him,  and  afterwards  for  Robert  the  Third;  the 
laws  were  enforced  with  fome  degree  of  vigour. 
In  the  latter  period  of  the  regency  of  Albany,  and 
in  that  of  his  fon  Murdac,  diforder  and  lawlefs 
licence  began  to  wax,  every  day,,  more  and  mor« 
infolent. 

Laws  a.  Of  thofe  violations  of  Civil  Law  which  the  mod 
f«d^  rob. fisig^^i^tly  diftu'"bed  the  peace  of  the  community, 
'J*  and  t|j^  jjjq{j  ftriking  were  private  feuds,  robbery,  and 
theft.  In  the  reign  of  David  Bruce,  therefore,  it 
was  earneflly  ena^ed,  that  no  earl,  or  other  peribn 
in  authority,  fhould,  for  money,  or  in  favour,  fuf- 
fer  thieves  and  robbers  to  efcape  from  the  puniih* 
ment  due  to  their  crimes.  A  fine  of  great  value 
was  awarded  as  the  penalty  to  be  exafted  from  him 

whofe 
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whofe  negligence  or  wilful  guilt  had  thus  fet  at^'cr.  11. 
nought  the  peace  of  the  community.  It  is  how-  a.  d. 
ever  remarkable  that  the  fine  was  to  be  paid  not  in^^io-M^i 
money,  but  in  cattle.  Perhaps  this  peculiarity 
might  be  obfervcd,  of  purpofe,  to  accommodate 
the  decree  to  the  ufe  of  the  northern  and  weftern 
Highlands,  where  fuch  diforders  were  mod  fre- 
quent, and  where  money  was  ftill  rare :  Perhaps, 
this  might  be  only  an  ancient  law  revived,  or  acci- 
dentally inferted  into  the  coUefkion  of  David's. 
ftatutes.  Whoever  Oiould  be  accufed  of  theft,  was 
ordained,  in  the  fame  reign,  to  acquit  himfelf  of 
the  accufation,  by  the  modes  of  judicial  purgation, 
already  received  in  the  law.  He  who  could  not 
thus  evince  his  innocence,  was  to  undergo  imme« 
diate  puniihment.  Amid  the  diforders  of  the  war 
which  had  fo  long  wafted  the  land,  the  boundaries 
of  eftates  had  not  been  always  fcrUpuloufly  refped- 
ed,  but  men  had  in  time  of  danger  and  fcarcity 
trefpafled  upon  one  another's  lands  for  neccflaries 
to  themfelves  and  their  cattle,  without  expeding 
to  be  puniihed  or  called  to  account  for  what  the 
circumftances  of  the  times  feemed  to  render  un« 
avoidable.  That  order  and  fecurity  of  pofTelCon 
which  David  endeavoured  to  reftore,  was  to  take 
away  all  neceflity  for  fuch  mutual  trefpafles.  A 
law  was  enafted  to  prohibit  them,  but  was  not  en- 
forced by  any  peculiar  fandion.  In  the  journies 
of  men  in  this  martial  age,  from  one  part  of  the 
Vol.  IIL  Qji  .  kingdom 
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Sect.  11.  kingdom  to  another  j  while  fuch  travellers  were 
A  D.    ftill  in  arms,  were  but  flcnderly  furniflied  with 

i>3<i-M»Jnieceffaries,  were  exceedingly  prompt  tt)  feuds 
and  lawlcfs  licence,  had  no  certain  highways  by 
which  to  pafs ;  rapine  and  injury  were  frequently 
committed  by  the  paflengers,  and  were  almoft  as  of- 
ten eagerly  anticipated  of  retaliated  by  thofe  thro* 
whofe  pofTeflions  they  held  the^r  way.  This  evil 
had  been  carried  to  a  very  great  height,  amid  the 
diforders  under  which  the  Scottifti  government  la- 
boured during  David's  captivity.  To  remedy  it, 
a  ftatute  w^s  ena£ted  to  regulate  the  order  in  which 
ftich  journies  were  to  be  performed,  the  refpeft  and 
gratitude  with  which  hofpitable  entertainment  was 
to  be  requefled  and  received,  and  the  kindnefs  and 
libetality  with  which  it  was  to  be  adminiftered. 
Pilgrims  paffing  to  vifit  the  tombs,  or  flirines  of 
faints,  were  by  law  faithfully  protefted  from  injury. 
»  The  poor  who  had  no  other  guardian  againft  ra- 
pine and  oppreffioin,  were  commanded  to  bring 
their  complaints  to  the  King  and  his  officers  ^  and 
it  was  beneficently  ordained,  that  their  goods 
ihoiild  be  proteftcd,  as  if  they  were  the  goods  of 
the  King,  and  the  redrefs  of  their  wrongs  profe- 
(Tuted,  as  if  they  had  been  wrongs  done  to  him. 
Even  the  flaughter  of  a  dog,  an  animal  at  this  time 
exceedingly  valuable  as  a  watch  againft  thieves,  as 
a  docile  and  aftive  affiftant  in  the  management  of 
cattle,  as  a  guard  againft  the  ferocity  of  beafts  of 

prey; 
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prey ;  was  to  be  puniftied  by  the  exaftion  of  a  fineS*^^'"-  "• 
from  tke  offender,  fuch  as  ihould  be  equivalent  to  a.d. 
the  damage  fuftained  by  the  perfon  whofe  dog  was'^^^''^**^ 
deftroyed.  At  a  fubfequent  period  in  the  fame 
reign,  private  war  was  earneftly  forbidden.  The 
rights  and  liberties  of  burgeffes  were  recognized, 
and  declared  to  be  within  the  full  protection  of 
the  King's  peace.  All  bakers  and  brewers,  or  at 
left  retailers  of  ale  and  bread,  were,  on  the  one 
hand,  enjoined  to  afford  entertainment  to  Grangers ; 
vhile,  on  the  <iiher,  thofe  who  were  thus  received, 
were  commanded,  under  the  penalties  of  law,  to 
pay  the  juft  price  of  thofe  articles  of  entertainment, 
with  which  they  had  been  fupplied  i  a  proviiion  of 
legiflation,  this,  which  befpeaks  the  intercourfe  of 
peaceful  travelling,  to  have  been  becoming  more 
frequent,  and  towns  to  have  been  now  eagerly  re- 
forted  to  by  perfons  frpm  the  country.  The  evils 
of  diforderly  travelling  about  in  arms,  were  con- 
tinually renewed,  and  even  again,  in  the  fame 
reign  of  David  the  Second,  called  for  another 
ilatute  to  reilrain  them  ;  which  was,  however,  in 
all  probability,  far  from  being  completely  effedtual. 
The  barons  and  other  military  men  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  compel  the  poffefTors  of  rich  ecclefia- 
ftical  benefices,  to  fupport  for  them  both  men  and 
horfes,  in  winter,  and  during  the  intervals  of  cef- 
fation  from  warfare.  *  This  might  be  neceflary 
during  the  times  of  the  ftruggle  againft  the  Eng- 
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Sect.  11.  jjfli .   B^J.^  jj.  ^j^g  oppreffivc ;  and  was  therefore 
A.  D.    carefully  forbidden  by  a  ftatute  of  the  reign  of 

*33o-i4a5j)2^yj^l  'Bruce.  As  murthers  were  frequent,  and 
fome  fignally  atrocious  deeds  of  aiTaflination  had 
been  perpetrated  in  the  courfe  of  this  reign  ;  the 
King  was  perfuaded  not  to  grant  a  remiflion  for 
fuch  flaughters,  without  the  advice  of  his  parlia- 
ment ;  and  it  was  ordained  that  a  rigorous  inqueft 
fhould  ftill  be  made  into  all  the  circumftances  of 
the  crime.  In  the  reign  of  Robert  the  Second,  it 
was  ftill  found  that  infuflicient  provifion  had  been 
made  for  the  fupprcflion  of  private  feuds,  and  for 
the  prcventi6n  of  frequent  aflaflination.  A  fort  of 
new  code  of  laws,  for  this  purpofe,  was  enafted  In 
this  reign,  of  which  it  is  almoft  the  only  legifla- 
tive  remain,  Murther  malicioufly  intended,  was 
in  it  carefully  diftinguiftied  from  cafual  flaughter 
committed  at  the  impujfe  of  fudden  paffion ;  and 
provifion  was  made  for  bringing  the  murtherer  to 
juftice  in  almoft  every  diverfity  of  circumftances. 
Death  and  the  confifcation  of  goods  were  the  pu-j 
niffiiifients  for  the  crime.  In  the  reign  of  Robert 
^  the  Third,  new  ftatutes  were  again  found  rieqiii/itc 
for  the  fuppreffion  of  the  diforders  of  private  war^ 
rapine,  murther,  and  pillaging  expeditions  by  the 
inhabitants  of  one  diftrifl:  sgainft  thofe  of  another. 
The  former  prohibitions  were  renewed  ;  and  the 
penalties  of  death  and  confifcation  were  ag^in 
awarded.     In  addition  to  thefe  particulars,  :t  feems 
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a!fo  to  be  of  importance  to  ftate,  as  an  inftance  of  s^^^.  ii. 
the  imperfeftion  of  the  criminal  jurifprudence  of   a.  d. 
Scotland  in  the  reign  of  David  the' Second  j  that  a^^^^'*'*** 
man  reputed  a  thief  by  the  confenting  voice  of  the 
inhabitants  of  three  baronies,  was  to  be  hanged 
without  enjoying  the  full  benefits  of  a  fair  and  re- 
gular trial ;  ill  fame  fo  general  being  accounted 
equivalent  tp  the  (Irongeft  and  fuUeil  proof*. 

After  thofe  which  guard  the  fecurity  of  life  and ^^^^^_; 
property  from  violence  and  rapine,  one  of  the  nextfp«<^n« 
in  importance. among  the  claffes  of  the  civil  laws,  isfcrcnce  of   ♦. 
that  which  regulates  the  fucceilion  to  the  poOcffionsu  bSl^ 
pf  a  deceafed  proprietor,  and  the  tranfmiifion  of  pro- 
perty from  one  pofleffor  to  another  by  contrad,  or 
by  teftamentary  hequeft.  To  obviate  thofe  mifqhiefs 
which  threatened  to  arife  froQi  the  frequent  claims 
by  ancient  proprietors  or  th^ir  heirs,  upon  land* 
which,  amid  the  confufions  of  the  wars  with  the 
Englifh,  had  paiTed  into  other  hands  ;  particularly, 
to  reftrain  new  claimants  from  violent  attempts  to 
difpoffefs  prefent  proprietors ;  it  was,  in  the  reign 
of  David  Bruce,  ordained,  that  no  perfon  (hould        ^ 
attempt  to  regain  poifeflion  of  an  eftate  which  was 
in  another's  hands,  by  any  abrupt  call  upon  that 
other  to  fur  render  it,  or  other  wife,  than  by  an  ap- 
peal to  the  verdifl:  of  an  affize  or  jury,  and  by  pro- 

fecuting 

*  Reglaro  Majett  :— L.  L.  Dav.  II :— Rob.  II :— Rob.  III. 
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sicT.  n.  fecuting  his  claim  through  the  ordinary  and  re- 
A.  D.    gular  forms  of  juftice.     As  fieffs  granted  from  the 

»33o-Ma5ging  to  any  of  his  fubjefts  were  granted  as  well  to 
provide  for  the  King's  fervice,  as  for  the  benefit  of 
the  pcrfon  in  whofe  favour  the  grant  was  made ; 
and  fince  evils  of  the  mod  dangerous  tendency 
might  eafily  arife  from  the  transference  of-  any 
fuch  fieff  to  a  ftranger  unfriendly  to  the  fovereign's 
interefts  j  it  was  therefore  enafted,  during  David's 
reign,  that  any  fuch  transference  made  without  the 
King's  permiffion,  fhould  be  punifhed  by  the  for- 
feiture of  the  fieffs  thus  transferred.  To  prevent 
.  that  oppreffion  which  was  liable  to  be  exercifed  by 
furreptitious  inquefts  into  the  pofleflion  of  lands, 
for  the  purpofe  of  transferring  them  to  new  heirs, 
to-  the  injury  perhaps  of  the  heir  whofe  rights  were 
preferable  ;  it  was  carefully  provided  in  the  par- 
liament of  Robert  the  Third,  which  fat  at  Scone 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  and  four  hundred,  that 
briefs  of  inqueft  (hould  not  be  in  future  fervedothef-- 
wife  than  after  notice  legally  given  in  a  manner  fuf- 
ficiently  public,  and  at  a  due  diftance  of  time  before 
•  the  execution  of  the  inqueft.  Upon  the  event  of 
the  death  of  the  youngeft  brother  of  a  family  with- 
out heirs  defcended  from  himfelf,  the  inheritance 
of  any  lands  which  Tie  might  have  acquired,  was 
to  fall  not  to  the  eldeft,  but  to  the  youngeft  of  his 
furviving  brothers.  Vaffals  had  attained  fuch  con- 
fideration  in  the  ftate,  that  the  fuperior  lords  un- 
der 
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der-whom  they  held,  were  no  longer  permitted  tos«cT.  ii. 
alienate  the  fuperior   rights   to   a   vaflirs   lands    a,  r 
without  his  confent.     It  was  chiefly  for  the  benefit  "^^^'^'-^ 
of  the  more  powerful  barons^  vafTals  to  the  Crown, 
that  this  ftatute  was  enaded  ;  and  it  accordingly  ' 
provided,  that  when  any  earldom  (hould  be  con« 
ferred  upon  a  new  earl,  the  barons  pofTeiTrng  •eftates 
within  that  diftrift,  fhould  not,  contrary  to  their 
own  confent,  be  compelled  to  hold  their  lands 
from  him,  but  fhould  flill,  as  before,  continue  to 
'  be  freeholders  immediately  under  the  Crown.  The 
fcope  of  this  aft  feems  to  have  been  either  virtual- 
ly,  or  intentionally  dircfted  to  exalt  the  fmaller 
barons,  to  ftrengthen  the  authority  of  the  Crown, 
and  gradually  to  reduce  the  dignity  of  earl  to  a 
merely  nominal  honour.     In  the  legal  profecution 
of  aftioDS  for  the  recovery  of  lands,  of  which  the 
poffefljon  was  difputed ;  it  was  provided,  that  if  the 
one  party  had  immediately  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  litigation,  difpoflcffcd  the  other  by  a 
forcible  ejeftment ;  then  the  firft  ftep  in  the  procefs 
fhould  be,  to  reflore  the  perfon  violently  ejefted, 
before  the  rival  claims  could  be  examined  and  de- 
cided upon.     Thofe  cafes  were  carefully  fixed,  in. 
which  it  was  lawful  for  the  fuperior  lord  to  take 
provifionary  pofTeffion  of  the  lands  of  his  vafTals. 
Widows  were  protefted  by  all  the  authority  of  the 
law  againfl  any  who  might  violently  flrive  to  dif- 
pofTefs  them  of  their  lawful  dowries.    It  was  or- 
dained 
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**I!l"*  dained  that  minors  fliould  not  be  obliged  to  pay 
A,  D.    ufury  for  debts  of  their  predeceffors,  continuing 

t33o.i4»5jyg  during  their  minority.  Tenants  or  vaflals 
were  obliged  to  attend  in  the  courts  of  their  fupe- 
rior  lords,  and  fhew,  at  his  demand,  by  what  rights 
they  held  thofe  poJOfeillons  in  which  they  were  his 
Yaffals** 

i-awsre-  SeverAl  of  the  laws  enafted  during  thefe 
te^"*  reigns,  refpefted  the  intercourfe  of  traffic.  Of 
this  nature  was  a  ftatute  of  David  Bruce,  which 
enjoined,  that  money  of  the  coinage  of  England 
Ihould  be  received  wherever  offered  in  payment  in 
iScotland,  at  the  full  value  at  which  it  was  deliver- 
ed out  from  the  Englifh  mint.  Stranger-merchants 
were  by  another  law  of  this  prince,  protefted.in  all 
the  fair  tranfadions  of  their  traflic,  as  fully  as  the 
ancient  laws  of  the  kingdom  had  provided  for  their 
protedion.  The  prohibition  to  export  money  out 
of  the  kingdom  was  renewed  in  the  laws  of  David 
Bruce,  as  it  had  often  been  before.  The  provifion 
for  the  ftrikmg  of  new  coin  equivalent  in  weight 
and  finenefs  to  the  current  money  of  England,  be- 
fpeaks  the  attention  of  the  legiflature  in  the  teign 
of  David,  to  the  wants  of  traffic.  Of  hardly  lefs 
importance  was  the  ftatute  direding  the  King's 
chamberlain  to  provide  in  every  burgh,  a  houfe 
and  juft  weights  for  the  weighing  of  wool,  and  to 
appoint  an  officer  to  overfee  while  it  was  weighed, 

and 
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and  to  have  the  proper  accommodations  always  inS«cT.ir. 
readinefs.     At  a  fecond  period  in  the  reign  of  Da-   a.  d. 
vid,  a  new  coinage  was  ordered  by  law;  but  that*^^^'^"^ 
coinage  was  no  longer  direfted  to  be  equal  in  va- 
lue to  the  coinage  of  England.     The  payment  of 
fuch  large  fums  of  money  for  the  ranfom  of  the 
King  and  other  prifoners,  had  drained  away  the 
precious  metals,  fo  that  a  quantity  equal  to  the 
coinage  wanted   for  ordinary  circulation,   could 
fcarcely  be  found.     The  diminution  of  the  intrin- 
fic  value  of  the  coin  was  amidft  this  difficulty,  an 
obvious  expedient.     Another  law  of  David  Bruce 
ordained  that  neither  money,  horfes,  oxen,  nor 
cows  (hould  be  tranfported  out  of  the  kingdom  - 
without  the  payment  of  certain  duties  of  tranfpor- 
tation  to  the  King,  in  certain  fpecified  proportions 
to  the  value  rcfpeftively  of  the  articles  exported. 
To  this  clafs  alfo  belongs  that  a£l  of  the  reign  of 
Robert  the  Third  by  which  freedom  of  trade  for 
the  purchafe  and  fale  of  provifions   within  th^ 
kingdom  was  granted  to  all  the  King's  fubjefts.' 
Weights  were  alfo  carefully  regulated  by  a  new 
law  in  the  reign  of  Robert  the  Third,  the  objedt 
of  which  feems  to  have  been  to  fix,  if  poffible,  an 
uniformity  in  the  ufe  of  thefe,  which  has  ever  been 
defired,  but  does  not  feem  likely  ever  to  be  com- 
pletely attained.     That  a£k  which  forbade  the  ex- 
pofure  of  provifions  in  a  damaged  ftate,  to  fale  in 
the  market,  has  been  already  noticed,  as  an  in- 
VoL.  III.  R  r  fiance 
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^!!Il!h  ^^^^  of  ^  curioufly  minute  attention  to  the  regu* 
A.  D.   lation  of  the  police*. 

Concerning  the  praftice  oi^ngle  combat,  there 
combat,    occur  fome  regulations  which  fhew  that  recourfe 
was  ftill  not  unfrequently  had  to  it  in  caf^s  of  ju- 
dicial procedure.     It  had  become  a  means  of  enor- 
mous  oppreffion  againft  the  people  of  inferior  rank. 
An  ad  pafled  in  the  reign  of  David  the  Second  for 
the  purpofe  of  regulating  the  pradice  of  fingle  and 
.    judicial  combat  j  provided  that  all  landholders  pof- 
fefling  their  lands  by  military  tenure,  or  even  in  any 
other  way,  if  it  were  only  by  charter ;  (hould  be  at 
liberty  to  challenge  to  fingle  combat,  any  perfon 
whom  they  fhould  pleafe  to  accufe  of  rapine,  mur- 
ther,  or  any  other  crime  j  and  might  then  provide 
a  fubftitute  to  fight  for  them  with  the  perfon  ac- 
cufed,  at  the  bridge  of  Stirling,  in  the  Icing's 
court,  or  in  any  other  court.     But,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  enjoined  that  hufbandmen,  perfons 
of  bale  blood,  and  perfons  of  inferior  rank  who 
wanted  property  in  land ;  although  permitted,  in- 
deed,  to  make  the  fame  appeal  to  fingle  combat^ 
fhould  not  be  allowed  to  fight  by  fubftitute,  but 
Ihould  be  compelled  to  contend  in  perfon.     To 
accufe,  therefore,  and  challenge  to  fingle  combat, 
might  be  matter  of  fport  to  the  proud  baron  or 
knight.     To  the  humble  peafant,  unfkilled  in  the 
exercifc  of  arms,  to  accufe  his  fuperfor,  was  to 
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take  his  life-ih  his  hand,  and  to  bare  his  bofom  to  s*ct.  n. 
the  fword  of  his  adverfary.     In  the  reign  of  Ro-    a.  d. 
bcrt  the  Third,  it  fhould  feem  that  various  evils  ^^^^'^*'^ 
had  been  found  to  fpring  from  the  frequency  of 
appeals  to  judicial  combat ;  for,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  fubjeft  them  to  regulations,  having  an 
obvious  tendency  to  diminiJh  their  frequency.     It 
was  ordained  that  judicial  combats  (hould  no  long- 
er be  permitted,  unlefs  the  crime  of  which  the  de^ 
fender  was  accufed  were  capital ;  unlefs  it  were  an 
aft  of  fecret  treachery  j  unlefs  the  accufation  were 
founded  upon  fufpicions  which,  although  ftrong^ 
could  not  be  proved  by  witneffes,  or  written  deeds 
of  any  kind,  nor  by  any  other  means,  except  by 
combat** 

As  to  the  Politic  At,  Law,  or  that  which  re-PotiTicAt 
gulated  during  this  century,  the  conftitution  of  the 
ftate,  and  the  fun&ions  of  the  monarch  and  his 
parliaments ; .  this  feems  to  have  undergone  feveral 
virtual  changes.  During  the  abfence  of  David 
Bruce  in  France,  during  his  captivity  in  England  ; 
the  power  and  authority  of  the  Crown  appear  to 
have  been  not  a  little  diminifhed.  While  there 
Nvere  in  the  land  two  rival  parties^  owning  two  dif- 
ferent fovereigns;  impunity  for  crimes,  uncon* 
trouled  licence  of  a£lion,  the  appropriation  of 
whatever  any  one  could  conquer  with  his  fword^ 
^cre  the  conditions  which  the  adherents  to  both 
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s»cT.  IL  parties  would  naturally  claim  in  reward  of  their 
A.  D.  fidelity.  The  adminiftration  of  the  regents  An- 
Itiult^^^^^^  Murray^  Archibald  Douglas,  and  even  Ro- 
Mrch'T  ^^^^  Stewart,  was  fo  weak  and  deftitute  of  energy, 
power,  that  they  feemed  to  be  rather  the  temporary  lead- 
ers of  a  horde  of  favages  going  upon  fome  occa- 
(ional  enterprize,  than  the  rulers  of  a  people  fub^ 
je£t  to  ftable  government,  and  to  the  fixed  autho- 
rity of  a  monarch.  The  aiTafUnations  and  deeds 
of  rapine  which  were  fo  frequently  perpetrated 
during  this  period,  are  remarkable  proofs  of  the 
weaknefs  and  inefficiency  of  the  fovereign  authori- 
ty. David,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  reign,  wanted 
time  and  popularity  to  enable  him  to  reftore  the 
declining  energy,  and  to  recover  the  alienated 
poffeffions  of  the  Crown.  Stewart,  adding  his  own 
private  property  to  the  domains  of  the  Crown, 
might  thus  indeed,  in  part,  reftore  its  luftre  by  the 
augmentation  of  that  wealth  which  was  indifpen- 
fibly  neceffary  to  fupport  its  dignity.  But  in  the 
feeble  reign  of  Robert  the  Third,  the  duke  of 
Albany  impoverilhed'the  Crown  to  enrich  his  own 
family  ;  while  he,  at  the  fame  time,  relaxed  the 
reins  of  government,  to  avoid  irritating  thofe  ba- 
rons, whofe  eameft  fidelity  to  their  fovereign,  and 
to  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  might  have  thwarted 
the  defigns  of  Albany's  perfonal  ambition.  Dur- 
•  ing  the  weak  adminiftration  of  his  fon  Murdac ; 
the  Crown  war  almoft  entirely  ftripped  of  its  few 
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remaining  poffeffions,  and  the  government  was'*^^^- 
diffolred  into  almoft  total  anarchy.  During  this  ^.  d. 
period,  too,  fome  powerful  nobles  had  attained  to^^^^'^^^s 
extraordinary  wealth  and  influence.  The  earls  of 
Douglas,  by  fidelity  and  brave  fcrvices,  indeed, 
which  could  faarxlly  be  too  amply  rewarded,  had 
acquired  almoit  the  independent  principality  of 
the  whole  fouth-weft  counties.  The  lord  of  the 
ifles,  the  defcendent  of  Somerled,  the  anceftor  of 
the  Macdonalds,  had  extended  his  power  over  all 
the  weftern  iiles,  and  over  extenfive  territories  on 
the  contiguous  mainland.  By  his  defeat  at  Ren- 
frew,  by  the  defcent  of  the  Norwegians,  by  the 
immediate  confequences  of  the  battle  of  Largs,  the 
family  of  Somerled  had  been  greatly  humbled  in 
their  power,  and  in  the  extent  of  their  poifeilions. 
Of  the  territories  of  which  they  were  deprived,  a 
confiderable  part,  and  particularly  the  diftrift  of 
Lome  in  Argyle,  had  been  given  to  enrich  the  fa- 
mily of  Alexander  Stewart,  their  conqueror.  But, 
amid  the  troubles  which  attended  thefe  long  wars 
for  the  fucceilion  to  the  Scottifh  throne,  and  for 
the  defence  of  the  national  liberties  of  the  Scots  ; 
the  attention  of  the  Scottifli  government  being 
withdrawn  to  the  fide  of  England,  left  the  infular 
chieftain  at  liberty  to  extend  his  authority,  and  to 
ufurp  the  poffeffion  of  new  territories,  by  which  he 
was  raifed  to  an  invidious  height  of  greatnefs^ 
Sinclair,  earl  of  Orkney,  too,  was,  in  fome  fort, 
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6kct.  ii.  prince  of  thofe  ifles :  But  they  indeed  were  fo  re- 
X.  D.    niotdy  conneftcd  with  Scotland,  as  not  to  arm  him 
'^3o-»4«5^ith  any  exorbitant  power  to  refill  the  authority 
or  difturb  the  government  of  his  fovcreign^. 

Decline        Amid  this  decline  of  the  wealth  and-  authoritv 
fcndai  in.  cf  the  Crown,  the  ancient  provifions  of  the  feudal 
ftitutioni.  ^yftgjjj  began  to  be  found  inadequate  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  executive  government.    For  the  de- 
molition of  the  caftle  of  Jedburgh,  retaken  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Englifli  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  andnineteen^duringthe  adminiftration 
of  the  duke  of  Albany  ;  it  was  ena^ed,  that  a  tax 
of  two  pence  lihould  be  levied  for  every  hearth  ; 
becaxilb  the  ftrength  of  the  walk  rendered  it  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  deftroy  them ;  the  military 
vaifals  of  the  Crown  could  not,  by  the  conditions 
of  their  tenures,  be  compelled  to  perform  this  fer- 
vice  ;  and  the  treafury  of  the  Crown  was  not  fuf'^ 
ficient  to  pay  the  workmen  whom  it  would  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  employ  in  this  petty  labour.    But,  AU 
bany,  afraid  to  provoke  the  rage  of  the  common 
people  by  the  adtual  impofition  of  the  tax  which 
had  been  decreed,  declined  to  levy  it,  and  com- 
manded the  neceffary  expence  to  be  defrayed  out 
of  the  revenue  of  the  King's  cuftoms.     Thefe  cuf- 
toms  were  levied,  as  a  branch  of  rhe  royal  revenue 
'  agreeably  to  a  flatute  of  the  reign  of  David  the 
Second*     For  every  pound  of  filver  carried  out  of 
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the  kingdom,  the  cuAom  to  the  fovereign  was  forty  s<«^-ii- 
pennies  y  unlefs  the  perfon  expoiting  the  money  a.  d. 
could  prove  that  it  was  only  for  hia  own  perfonai'^^^*'**'^ 
expence.  For  every  horfe  exported,  the  cuftom 
was  forty  pennies  out  of  every  pound  of  the  price 
of  the  horfe*  For  each  ox  01  cow^  the  cuftom  was 
twelve  pennies.  Perfons  detected  ia  attempts  to 
evade  the  payment  of  the  King's  duty  upon  money 
by  exporting  it  fecretly^  were  to  be  fined  in  twenty 
fliillings  for  every  penny  of  the  money  which  they 
thus  attempted  to  export.  A^ons  at  law  for  the 
recovery  of  thefe  duties,  were  to  be  brought  before* 
the  King's  jufUciary,  while  he  made  his  ambulatory 
progreiTes.  For  ih6  encouragement  of  commerce, 
however,  it  was  provided  that  ftrangers  (hcmld  pay 
BO  duties  for  the  exportation  of  money  which  they 
had  themfelvespreviouflyimported  into  thekingdom. 
This  was  now  one  grand  fource  of  the  royal  reve- 
nue. It  promifed  to  become  more  confiderable, 
while  it  was  regulated  by  Uw,  not  arbitrarily  ex- 
afted.  For  the  acquifition  of  money ,  it  was  the 
moil  obvious  means  which  remained  in  the  fove- 
reign's  power.  The  continual  alienation  of  the 
royal  domains  was  to  render  it  ftill  more  and  more 
an  objedl  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  Crown. — 
Another  fource  of  revenue  to  fupport  the  royal 
dignity,  was  foond  in  the  feizing  of  goods  from 
fubje£ts,  for  the  King's  ufe,  whether  to  accommo- 
date him  in  his  progreffes  through  the  kingdom, 
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Sect,  n.  qt  to  anfwcr  the  neceffities  of  his  hoiifehold  at  any 
A.  D.    fixed  place  of  his  refidence.     Grievous  oppreflion 

i33oi4»i|j2^jj  ^^ggjj  often  exercifed  upon  the  fubjeds  under 
the  pretence  of  the  exercife  of  this  prerogative. 
David  the  Second  was  therefore  perfuaded  to  con- 
fent  to  the  wifhes  of  his  Parliament,  who  required, 
that  fuch  feizures  of  goods  for  royal  ufc,  fliould 
not  take  place  except  where  there  was  a  prefcrip- 
tive  right  to  exercife  them,  and  that  ready  pay- 
ment fliould  always  be  made  for  whatever  goods 
might  thus  be  feized.  At  a  fubfequent  period  in 
the  fame  reign,  it  was  found  neceffary  to  enlarge 
the  King's  power  of  feizing,  at  a  low  price,  goods 
for  his  own  ufe,  by  permitting  fuch  feizure  of  cat- 
tle, barley,  and  other  fuch  things  to  be  made  in 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  exterior  as  well 
as  the  interior  counties,  in  Cantyre,  Knapdale  and 
Arran,  as  well  as  in  Fife  or  Lothian :  and  it  is  re- 
markable, that  in  the  aft  eftablifliing  this  new  re- 
gulation, provifions  of  all  kinds  are  faid  to  abound 
in  thofe  regions  of  the  weftern  Highlands.  Befide 
all  this,  the  royal  revenue  was  farther  fupplied 
from  the  fines  levied  in  the  King's  courts  of  juf- 
tice,  and  the  fees  exafted  from  the  litigating  par- 
ties— for  the  decifions,  and  for  putting  fuch  deci- 
fions  into  fiill  execution.  Whether  to  enrich 
themfelves,  or  to  increafe  the  emoluments  of  their 
fovereign,  it  fliould  feem,  that  the  King's  judges 
had  been  occafionally  accuftomed   to  negociate 
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compolitions  of  debts  between  purfuers  and  defen-S«cTjri. 
ders  in  adions  before  them ;  for  this  practice  had    a.  d. 
arifen  to  be  fuch  a  grievance,  that  in  the  reign  of"^^^\^*^ 
Robert  the  Second,  an  a£k  of  Parliament  was  paflT* 
ed  againft  it.     After  the  payment  of  the  allotted 
fees  to  the  judges,  all  the  other  emoluments  ariflng 
from  the  diftribution  of  juftice,  appear  from  vari- 
ous aQs  of  the  reign  of  Robert  the  Third  to  have 
been  always  paid  into  the  King's  exchequer* — Such 
were  the  other  fources  of  the  royal  revenue — ^bcfidc 
the  crown-lands,  and  the  ordinary  feudal  fervices 
of  the  military  vafials  of  the  Crown,  and  the  other 
freeholders  who  poflefTed  their  lands  by  immediate 
charter  from  their  foVereign*. 


meat. 


The  authority  of  the  feudal  Parliaments  of  Scot-^^^^t- 
land  during  this  age,  was  neceflarily  very  great. 
To  maintain  their  fovereign  upon  his  throne,  and 
to  protect  the  independence  of  the  nation,  innu* 
merable  fervices  were  required,  befide  thofe  which' 
the  vaflals  of  the  Crown,  were  by  the  conditions 
of  their  refpedive  tenures,  bound  to  perform. 
Thefe  fervices  could  be  difcharged  only  by  the 
'  Spontaneous  courage  and  patriotifm  of  individuals, 
or  by  the  confent  of  a  majority  of  the  eftates  of  the 
l^ingdom,  aflembled  in  Parliament.  Amidft  any 
occaiional  paufes  from  warfare  againft  foreign  foes, 
there  were  many  inteftine  diforders  to  be  repref- 
.    Vol.  III.  Sf  ,      fed 
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Sect.  II.  fg^j  which  the  King  wanted  power  to  reprefs. 
A.  D.    Thefe  circumllanccs  in  the  ftate  of  the  nation  cal- 

1330-1425  igd  fQj.  frequent  interpofitions  of  the  parliamentary 
counfels  and  authority  of  the  King's  vaffals  ;  and 
every  exertion  of  extraordinary  energy  in  the  par- 
liament, ftill  gave  the  united  barons  new  ability  to 
oppofe  any  encroachments  of  the  royal  power.  The 
afts  of  the  parliaments  of  David  Bruce,  and  of  his 
two  immediate  fucceflbrs,  contain  an  unufual  num- 
ber of  conceffions  from  the  Crown,  detrafting  from 
its  prerogatives,  and  mitigating  whatever  hardfhips 
there  might  be  in  the  feudal  fervitudes.  It  was 
impoffible  that  the  Crown  fliould  not  become  rela- 
tively  weak,  while  it  was  on  ciie  one  hand  flripped 
of  its  domains,  and  on  the  other  continually  fub- 
jefted  to  new  limitations  of  its  prerogatives.  But, 
the  fame  augmented  authority  of  the  united  baroDs 
in  parliament,  which  fcemed  to  check  and  enfeeble 
the  royal  authority,  ferved  rather  to  inflame  the 
infolence,  and  to  augment  the  private  force  of 
every  individual  baron.  The  crippled  ftep,  tlie 
palficd  arm  of  the  executive  power,  could  not  with 
fufficient  energy  and  aftivity  carry  thofe  laws  info 
execution  which  the  parliament  had  enaded.  The 
barons  often  decreed,  with  fufficient  alacrity,  what- 
ever feemed  the  moft 'likely  to  preferve  and  to  en- 
force  public  order ;  but,  after  fuch  afts  were  pal- 
fed,  each  baron  ftrovc  to  enjoy  impunity  for  hiin- 
fclf;   and  unlefs  moved  by  the  rcfentment  of  fome 
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private  quarrel,  was  content  to  leave  his  neighbours  ^'^^^- 
to  the  fame  lawlefs  freedom  of  adkion.  Of  this  there  a.  d. 
occurs  a  ftriking  proof  in  the  frequency  with  which '^^^*'^^^ 
the  fame  laws  were  re-enafted  in  fucceffive  parlia- 
ments in  thefe  reigns,  and  in  the  many  aukward  ex- 
pedients which  appear  to  have  been  often  vainly  em- 
ployed to  enforce  them.  The  parliament  was  ftill 
compofed,  as  formerly,  of  all  the  barons,  ecclefiaf- 
tics,  and  burgeifes,  who  were  free,  and  held  lands 
by  immedijlte  charter  from  the  Crown.  The  bur- 
geffes,  whofe  fervice  was  partly  military,  in  part 
menial  and  pecuniary,  appear  to  have  been  per- 
mitted to  hold  a  very  confpicuous  place  in  the 
grand  national  councils.  They  aflifted  at  thefe, 
only  by  deputies  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  thofc 
deputies  were  by  any  precife  legiflative  regulations 
reftrifted  to  any  particular  number.  In  thofe  con^ 
ventional  aflemblies  of  the  nation  which  were  held 
for  the  purpofe  of  concerting  means  for  accom- 
pliQiing  the  liberation  of  David  Bruce;  only  Perth, 
Edinburgh,  and  Aberdeen,  were  reprefented,  each 
by  three  deputies.  For  all  the  other  burghs,  only 
two  reprefentatives  from  each,  attended.  Upon 
the  fame  great  occafion,  the  bifliops  and  their 
chapters,  the  abbots  and  priors,  with  the  fubordi- 
nate  members  of  the  bodies  over  which  they  ref- 
pedively  prefided,  were,  in  like  manner,  repre- 
fented by  deputies.     Thefe  deputies,  again,  after 
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Sect.  II.  ^^c  Conditions  of  the  treaty  for  their  foverdgn's 
A.  D.    ranfom  bad  been  almoft  finally  fettled,  delegated  a 

i33ox4a5fg^  out  of  their  number,  as  did  alfo  the  nobles,  to 
repair  to  England  for  the  laft  ratification  of  that 
treaty.  The  delegates  from  the  burgelTes,  were  the 
,  reprefentati  ves  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Aberdeen,  and 
Dundee,  alone.  When  a  confiderable,  partial 
payment  was  to  be  made  of  the  ranfom  due  for  the 
liberation  of  David ;  John  Mercer  of  Perth,  and 
Roger  Hog  of  Edinburgh,  were  the  perfons  em- 
ployed in  making  the  payment*. 


Bi^niticf  As  to  the  honours  and  relative  dignities  of  the 
^Nobi-"  ^^^ilJ^y  *^  ^^^8  period ;  thefe  had  begun  to  vary 
***r-  from  their  primitive  character ;  but  ftill,  however, 
retained  fo  much  of  it,  as  eafily  to  (hew  what  ori- 
ginally it  had  been,  and  by  what  gradual  changei 
they  had  pafled  from  their  former  to  their  prefent 
Hate.  The  great  officers  rf  the  King^s  court  were 
properly  the  chief  nobility  of  his  kingdom ;  the 
marfhal,  the  conflable,  the  fteward,  the  jufUcia- 
ries,  and  all  the  other  officers,  who  enjoyed  high 
authorities  for  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  their 
refpedive  offices,  within  the  King's  domains,  and 
over  his  vafTals.  Thefe,  hfowever,  would  have 
compofed  but  a  very  fmall  body  of  nobility.  The 
earls^  properly  the  military  leaders,  and  the  civil 

judges 
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judges  in  their  refpedive  earldoms  or  (hires,  weres^rji. 
like  the  others,  alfo  officers  of  the  Crown;  enjoyed  a.  0. 
Qnly  as  being  fuch,  the  name,  the  authority,  the '^^^'^*^ 
dignity,  of  earl ;  and  loft  the  title  of  earl  with  the 
authority  over  the  diftrid  to  which  it  was  afSxed  : 
— ^and  thefe  compofed  the  main  body  of  the  higher 
nobility.  The  honours  they  enjoyed,  were  official 
and  territorial,  not  perfonal.  Other  territorial  ho* 
nours,  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  earls,  belonged  to 
the  barons.  Barm^  a  Norman  word,  nearly  equi- 
valent to  the  Anglo-Saxon  tbane^  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  known  in  Britain,  before  what  is  call* 
ed  the  Norman  conqueft  of  England.  In  the  diftri- 
buti<Mi  of  the  forfeited  lands  after  that  event,  the 
country  feems  to  have  been  divided  into  baromes  ; 
and  the  poiTeiTor  or  poffeflbrs  appear  to  have  been 
bound  to  fumiih  for  every  barony^  an  equal  num- 
ber  of  armed  men  for  the  King's  fervice.  With 
the  territorial  property  was  naturally  connected 
a  civil  jurifdidion  over  the  baron's  fub-valTals, 
which  gradually  incroached  upon  the  jurifdidion 
of  the  earl  and  fheriff  of  the  diftrid,  as  theirs  did 
upon  that  of  the  Crown,  which  their  proper  office 
was  only  to  adminlfter.  The  inftitution  of  ba^ 
rons  had,  in  Scotland,  now  long  fuperfeded  that  of 
thanes.  It  was  pofterior  to  that  of  earls ;  yet  had 
before  this  period,  obtained  a  complete  eftabiiihment 
throughout  the  kingdom.  But,  the  privileges  of  the 

barons. 
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stcT.ii.  barons,  and  thofe  of  the  earls,  foon  appeared  to  be 
A.  D.    in  a  certain  degree,  incompatible.     Not  abfolutely 

i330Mai by  the  original  nature  of  tfee  office,  but,  in  that  ar- 
rogation  of  new  power  to  which  the  earls  afpired, 
when  their  fieffs  became  hereditary,  ail  the  poffcf- 
fors  of  lands  within  an  earldom  were  often  reduced 
to  the  condition  of  fub-vaffals  to  its  earL  Bur, 
this  arrangement  was  inconfiftent  with  the  privi- 
leges which  the  barons  claimed  ;  was  diredly  and 
powerfully  hoftile  to  the  prerogatives  and  lawful 
authority  of  the  Crown.  It  was,  therefore,  or- 
dained,  that,  when  any  earldom  was  conferred  from 
the  fovereign  upon  a  new  poffeffor,  the  barons 
within  that  earldom  Ihould  not,  in  confequence  of 
this  event,  be  compelled  to  place  themfelves  in  vaf- 
falage  under  the  fubjeft  earl,  but  fhould  flill  remain 
as  perfeftly  as  the  earl  himfelf,  freeholders  under 
the  Crown.  The  powers  and  immunities  of  the  ba- 
rons thus  augmented  and  guarded  by  law,  tended 
to  impair  thofe  of  the  earl,  and  in  part  to  counter- 
aft  the  evils  which  accompanied  the  feudal  ariftocra- 
cy  in  its  full  vigour.  By  the  immunities  of  the  ba- 
ronial  courts,  and  by  their  exemption  from  vaflfaU 
dependency  upon  the  earls,  the  barons  became,  in 
fome  meafure,  fo  many  petty  earls  j  and  it  feemed 
as  if  in  this  inftance  the  Crown  had  adopted  the 
maxim  ; — divide  ;  and  command.  Yet,  it  was  not 
by  any  plan  of  policy  ;  but  only  in  a  neccffary  obe- 
dience 
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dienee  to  the  demands  of  progreffive  events,  that^KCT.  11. 
this  meafure  fo  humiliating  to  the  greater  nobility    a.  d. 
appears  to  have  been  purfued.     By  another  con**^^^*"**^ 
curring  caufe,  too,  was  the  power  of  the   earls 
gradually  diminifhed  in  no  inconfiderable  degree. 
The  King,  whenever  he  had  new  grants  of  lands 
to  beftow,  might,  at  pleafure,  ereft  them  into  a 
barony  or  an  earldom :    The  ambition  of  the  fa- 
vourites of  their  fovereign,  who  were  to  be  grati- 
fied with  fuch  grants,  naturally  led  them  to  afpire 
to  the  higheft  jurifdidion  and  honours  that  could 
be  attached  to  their  new  eftates  :  And  hence  was 
the  number  of  earldoms   continually  multiplied, 
and  their  extent  narrowed,  till  one  county  and  the 
jurifdifton  of  one  fheriiF,  came  to  comprehend  fe- 
veral  earldoms  ;  and  the  earls  fcarce  differed  at  all, 
from  fimple  barons.     Knight^  a  name  fignifying 
originally  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  foldier  and 
freeman,  was  the  firft  honorary  title,  which  came 
into  ufe  in  thefe  ages.     In  the  progrefs  of  the  feu- 
dal policy,  it  had  foon  ceafed,  in  mod  of  the  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  to  be  fo  merely  honorary,  as  it  had 
at  the  firft  been  j  it  was  connefted  with  a  certain 
fee  in  land,  and  with  certain  military  fervices  due 
to  the  knight's  feudal  fuperior.     In  England,  even 
in  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  military 
fervice  had  ^become  fp  burthenfome  and  difagree- 
ablej   that  freeholders   enjoying  knight's-fees  in 

land, 
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Sect.  II.  ftons  of  military  fervice^  maay  of  them,  from  time 
a.'d!   to  ti^^9  found  opportunity,  to  emancipate  them- 

i33o^M»5felves  from  the. low  fervility  of  their  original  fitua- 
tion.  None  of  the  cburJt  were  reftfaioed  from 
afpiring  to  the  higher  honours  of  military  tenure, 
if  tbey  (hould  (be w  themfelTes  willing  to  perform  the 
generous  andperitoas  lervice&attacbed  to  ir. — ^While 
the  fouthern  burghs  of  Berwick,  Roxburgh*  zmd 
Jedburgh,  were  reduced  to  ruins,  or  withdrawn 
from  the  kingdom  of  Scotkmd  by  the  £ngU(h ;  the 
ttiore  northern  burgha.arofe  to  a  pre-eminence 
which  had  not  previoufly.bebnged  to  them.  The 
burgh  of  Crail  in  Fife^  appears  from  the  tranfac- 
tions  concerning  the  liberation  of  David  Bvuce,  to 
have  had  exiftence  in  this  period*  Aberdeen, 
Dundee,  Perth,  now  arofe  to  be  places  of  no  fmall 
comparative  importance..  Money.,  wbich  was  in 
fuch  high  eftimation^  the  manufidures  of  the  in- 
genious mechanic  arts,  which  were  as.  yet  rare ; 
all  the.preclqus  rarities  of  foreign  importation  paf** 
King  into  the  country  through  the  hands  of  the 
burgefTes  ;  gave  them  an. importance  in  the  king- 
dom which  they  could  not  otherwife.have  poifefied. 
It  is  remarkable  that  Aberdeen  in  particular  ap- 
^  pears  to  have  had  a  traffic,  probably  in  (alt ed  fifties, 
with  England  at  this  period ;  for.  there  h  a  letter  di- 
reded  from  the  Engliih  King  to  the  inhabitants  of 
a  place  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  England,  command- 
ing them  to  deliver  up  xo  James  Henderfon>  ihip' 

mafler 
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mafter  of  Aberdeen^  a  veffel  and  hs  cargo  belong-  s«f  t.  ir. 
ing  fo  Hcnderfon^  which  had  b^en  wrecked  upon    x.  d. 
fbciT  flaords*.    Dundee^  too,  was,  about  the  fame  '330-14*5 
time,  of  fuch  confequence»  as  a  fea-port-town,  that 
Thomas,  eatrl  of  Angus,  being,  for  this  very  pur- 
pofe,  permitted  by  Edward  to  return  home  but  of 
Entgland^  in  which  he  was  an  hoftage,  procured 
from  Dundee  four  armed  (hips,  for  one  of  £d« 
wkrd*8  expeditions  to  the  Continent^. 

Such  are  the  mod  remarka*ble  fads  Jn  the  hif- 
tory  of  Scotland  during  the  fourteenth  century, 
which  fall  naturally  to  te  fta'ted  under  the  two 
heads  of  its  civil  and  its  political  law.  The  fpirit 
and  the  operations  of  the  executive  government 
might  have  been  explained  under  the  fame  heads. 
But,  it  may  be  perhaps  a  more  perfpicuous  and 
popular,  although  a  lefs  precifely  accurate  methocl 
to  place  them,  here  by  themfelVes.  Thefe  tran- 
faftions  of  the  government  naturally  refpefted  ei- 
ther the  maintenance  of  internal  order  within  the 
kingdom,  or  the  protedion  of  it  by  war  or  negoti- 
ations, againft  foreign  foes. 

As 

•  There  exifts  likewifc  in  Rymer's  Fcedcra,  VI.  a  letter 
addrtircd  from  the  King  oiF  tlngland  to  the  King  of  Den- 
mark, claiming  a  wreck  ^hlch,  although  fpared  by  the  people 
of  the  caafti  had  been  feized  by  tiiat  King's  officers ;  from 
^hich  leetfer  it  appears  that  the  Engliih,  in  die  fourteenth 
century,  exported  Woollen  cloth,  to  the  coaAs  of  the  Baltic, 
t  Focdera,  T.  VI.— Fordun,/^. 
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Sect.  ii..  As  to  the  maintenance  of  internal  order  ;  this 
A.  D.  was  the  bufincfs,  under  the  King,  of  all  the  great 
J^Ycrn^u'^  officers  of  his  houfehold,  of  all  the  earls,  and  all 
order,  ^ho  were  intrufted  with  military  power,  or  with 
civil  jurifdiaion.  The  flieriffs  were,  however,  in 
this  century,  the  officers  who  ordinarily  exercifed 
the  King's  civil  authority  in  the  different  counties. 
To  aft  where  anciently  the  King  hirafelf  wks  wont 
to  z6t  in  his  continual  progrefles  throughout  the 
kingdom  j  was  the  bufmefs  of  the  judiciaries,  of 
whom,  as  it  fhould  feem,  there  were  now  common- 
ly two ;  one  for  the  northern,  another  for  the 
fouthern  counties.  Many  of  the  laws  enaifted  dur- 
ing thefe  reigns,  were  intended  to  regulate  the  dif- 
tribution  of  juftice  by  thefe  officers.  In  the  reign 
of  David  the  Firft,  it  was  ordained  that  the  King's 
courts  fhould  be  held  in  each  iheriffdom  for  forty 
days  in  the  year ;  and  that  the  bifhop,  the  earls 
within  the  iheriifdom,  the  (heriff*,  aiid  barons,  with 
all  perfons  accufed  of  crimes,  fhould  be  prefent  at 
thofe  courts.  It  was  provided  in  the  fame  reign 
with  a  folicitude  befpeaking  evils  to  have  arifen 
from  the  afl:  forbidden ;  that  no  fherifF  or  judicia- 
ry, none  of  the  King's  officers  fhould  prefume  to 
execute  any  command,  however  fealed  and  tranf- 
raitted  to  them,  if  it  were  obvioufly  contrary  to 
the  exifling  laws.  It  was  provided  likewife,  that 
jufticiaries  not  giving  legal  and  regular  attendance 
in  their  courts,  or  afting  by  fubftitutes  without  the 

King*> 
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King's  permiffion,  or  for  any  caufc  under  plaufible3««T- 1'- 
fufpicions  as  to  their  integrity  and  impartiality,  a.  d. 
(hould  not  be  permitted  to  compel  any  perfon  to'^^^'**^ 
take  his  trial  before  them*  It  vas  enaded,  that 
letters  fummoning  any  perfon  to  trial,  if  once  iifu- 
ed  from  the  office  of  the  King's  chancellor,  fhould 
not  be  fubjed  to  be  revoked.  In  the  reign  of  Ro- 
bert the  Second,  for  the  terrour  of  unjuft  judges, 
a  decree  was  framed  for  the  puniihment  of  fuch 
judges  when  convided  of  oppreffion  and  injuftice, 
by  the  difmiffion  of  them  from  their  office,  and  the 
inflidion  of  whatever  farther  penalty,  the  King's 
pleafure  (hould  appoint.  In  the  reign  of  Robert 
the  Third,  it  was .  provided  by  a  particular  law, 
that  the  King's  judges  fliouid  execute  all  letters  of 
caption  addreflfed  to  them  from  the  clergy ;  and 
that  any  perfon  aggrieved,  or  pretending  to  be  ag- 
grieved by  the  execution  of  fuch  letters,  ihould 
have  recourfefor  redrefs,  only  to  the  confervator 
of  the  clergy,  or  to  the  general  affembly  of  the  cc- 
cleiiaftical  body.  It  was,  in  this  reign,  too,  pro- 
vided that  the  (heriff's  clerk  (hould  be  dependent, 
immediately  upon  the  King,  not  upon  the  (herifF; 
an  ad  of  which  the  chief  purpofe  might  probably 
be,  to  prevent  the  (heriff  from  corrupting  the  re- 
cords of  his  court,  or  from  perverting  to  his  own 
ufe,  more  than  a  due  proportion  of  the  emoluments 
arifing  from  the  exercife  of  his  office.  The  iherifF 
was,  about  the  fame  time  appointed  to  provide 
I  himfelf 
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^^•"-  himfeif  dttely  with  copies  of  all  theiaasof  Parlia- 
A.D.    ment.     He  was  enjoined  like  wife  to  appear  annu- 

T33^>-i4ay^lly  before  the  court  of  the  King'^s  tredfary,  tb  the 
aeud,  no  doubt,  that  he  might  riniddr  a  clcbr  ac- 
<oinpt  of  the  fines  aad  'fees  received  from  thecauf- 
es 'tided  befi^'e  hira.  The  jufticiaries  trere  Hke- 
wife,  in  the  fame  teigA  of  Robef  t  the  Third,  com- 
jnanded'to  hold  their  courtBt,  t^ice  a  year'withifi 
Much  fheiifSdcm  of  thdr  refpeftive  diftri<Sts  -of  ju- 
rifdifijioin.  At  the  fame  time,  the  authority  of  the 
jailiciary  -was  exalted  ;  and  die  iheriff  was  <}ired;- 
ij  fuhjedsed  to  him  ;  fo  that  a  jufticiary  was  re- 
•4^iured  to  esamine  whether  the  flierrffs  fftithfully 
diiichirged  the  duticas  of  their  oiice  ;  and  was  im- 
.  powered,  provilxonally  to  remove  any  iherift'  from 
his  office,  till  the  next  enfuing  misetifig  of  the  Par- 
iiamient,  wlmi  the  dii^^oed  fiieriff  ^uld  be 
brooght  to  bis  trial  before  tbat  great  council,  the 
only  aifize  before  whkh  the  nobility  conid  be  le- 
galiy  %ried  for  great  crimes.  It  was  in  the  fame 
reign  dire6bed,  that  the  flieriff  (hould  f^mmon  all 
offenders  againft  the  King's  peace,  in  every  coun- 
ty, to  appear  for  trial  before  the  jufticiary,  at  the 
time  when  he  (hould  hold  his  couf  t  within  the  dif- 
trifl.  Criminals  fleeing  out  of  one  fiteriffdom  to 
another,  were  to  be  diligently  purfued  for  the  par- 
pofe  of  bringing  them  to  juftice,  by  letters  from 
the  iheriffout  of  wholis  jurifdi£Uoa  they  had  fled, 
to  the  flieriff  of  that  diftrid:  within  whidi  they  had 
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fought  refuger  Bat,  the  King's  jurifdiaron  had^^^^;^ 
been  here  and  there  impaired  by  the  inilitutioa  of  a.  il 
baronies  or  lardjbip$  o£  regality.  By  ereSing  foch '^^'^'**'^ 
a  lordihip,  the. King  refigned  to  the  perfoa  in  wlio& 
favour  it  was  ere^ed^  the  right  of  taking  cogniz* 
ance  for  that  particular  territory  even  of  thofc 
pleas,  which  were,  in  all  ordinary  cafea,  referved 
for  trial  by  the  fovereign,  his  iheriiTs  and  jufticiai- 
ries^  Within  fuch  a  regality,  neithrer  fhcriffs  nor 
judiciaries  belonging:  to  the  Growji  had  any  pow* 
er.  The  procuriog  of  thefe  ereftions,  fenced,  in  a 
good  me?rur;e,  to  counteraft  the  efieSs  of  that  le- 
velling of  thi9  avkthofity  of  the  earls  to  the^ommon 
flandard  of  that  of  tbebatons,.  which  at  firftpro^ 
mifed  to-  hnn^t^le  the  higher  nobility  before  the 
Crown*  It  was  a  favoar  frequently  aiked,  and  not 
unfrequently  obtained,  w^hen  the  King  continually 
needing  the  fui^ort  of  his^  barons,  and  having  but 
fmall  n]|ean$  in  his  hwds  to  reward  them,  was.  o- 
bliged  to  grant  away  parcels^  of  his  authority,  be- 
caufe  he  h^  not  Iands<  or  other  wealth  to.  graot* 
Anad  of  Robert  the  Second  provides,  that*fdr  the 
punifhment  of  rapine  and  afiaJ£natioii,  thefamecare 
fliould  be  taken  inregalities^i^  within  the  diflriftsfub- 
jeft  tO'theKing'simnFjediate  jurifdiftion  j  ordaimng 
farther^  that-  if  the  lords  of  regalities  and  their 
bailiffs,  Ihouldfail  in.this  eare,  the  right  to  cxep. 
cife  it  (bould  then,'  in -each  partkular  inftaiice,  dc- 
volve  to  the  olS^r*  of  the  King.    Nay,  by  another 
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K«cT.  ir.  a£i  in  the  fame  reign,  the  bailiffs  of  regalities  were 
A.D.    made  fubjeft  to  be  called  before  the  King's  juftici- 

>33o-M»5aries ;  and  in  the  cafe  of  their  having  failed  duely 
to  enforce  the  laws  within  the  limits  of  their  juriC- 
diftion,  were  then  to  be  punifhed  with  confifcation 
of  their  lands  and  goods  to  the  King,  or  to  the 
Jord  of  the  regality,  or  even  with  death  at  the  plea« 
fure  of  the  fovereign  or  the  immediate  fubjeft-lord. 
Lords  of  regalities  neglecting  to  pHniili  their  guilty 
bailiffs,  were  amenable  direflly  to  the  King,  and 
were  to  be,  themfelves,  punifhed  at  his  pleafure. 
Within  Lordfhips  of  regality,  as  elfcwhere,  crimi- 
nal courts  were  ordained  by  a  ilatute  of  Robert 
the  Third,  to  be  held  twice  a  year.    Almoft  all 
the  fame  regulations  which  refpeded  regalities, 
were  extended  likewife  to  jurifdiftions  of  barony ; 
with  this  difference,  that  in  tHefe  laft  they  were 
lefs  neceffary,  becaufe  thefe  were  fubje6t  to  the  or- 
dinary jurifdidlion  of  the  King's  (heriffs  and  judi- 
ciaries.    Such  were  the  moft  remarkable  modifica- 
tions of  the  exercife  of  the  executive  authority  in 
the  internal  diftribution  of  juftice, — ^peculiar   to 
the  period  which  is  now  under  our  furvey*. 

For  the  condud  of  bis  wars,  or  for  the  enforc- 
ing .of  the  laws  among  his  own  fubjeds,  the  fovc- 
reign  had,  as  yet  no  ftanding  army,  no  mercenary 
troops  conftantly  retained  in  his  pay.  The  feudal 
fervices  due  from  his  military  tenants,  the  fponta* 

neous 
•  RcgiamMajfiftatcm.— L.L.DaT.  IL— Rob.IL— Rob,  IIL 
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neous,  patriotic  efforts  of  particular  bairons,  the^*^J^'^ 
refolutions  of  eztraordinaty  ferviccs  made  by  his  a.  d. 
Parliaments^  were  the  only  means  of  defence  or^^*^'^ 
offence  againft  foreign  foes  which  he  could  em« 
ploy.  How  well  thefe  were  fitted  to  fupport  a 
monarch  on  the  Scottifh  throne,  and  to  repulfe  all 
the  hoftilities  of  invaders,  was  illuftrioufly  fliewn  in 
all  the  wars  of  the  Bruces,  and  of  thefe  two  firft  of 
the  Stewarts !  For  the  purpofes  of  internal  govern- 
ment indeed  they  might  often  leave  the  hands  of 
the  monarch,  weak.  But,  for  foreign  .  war  they 
never  failed  to  arm  him  with  a  powerful  and  vi- 
gorouily  adtive  force;  Sometimes  it  was  at  the 
tommand  of  the  King  ;  fometimes  by  the  general 
voice  of  the  Parliament }  fometimes  it  was  by  the 
impatient  valour  of  individuals,  that  military  enters- 
prizes  were  undertaken  againft  the  nation's  foes : 
In  all  thefe  cafes,  there  was  a  general  eagernefs 
and  impetuofity  to  take  arms  and  ruih  out  into  the 
field.  It  does  not  appear  that  war  was  ever  under- 
taken or  declared  by  the  King's  fole  authority, 
while  the  Parliament  were  unconfulted :  But, 
doubtlefs,  the  King  ftill  retained  the  right  to  com- 
mand the  military  fervices  of  his  vaffals  for  the 
fpace  of  time  fixed  in  their  charters,  even  without 
allowing  them  a  voice  in  the  decifion  by  which  the 
^ar  was  commenced; — ^Truces,  treaties  of  alliance, 
negotiations  for  the  ranfom  of  prifoners  were  the 
chief  afts  of  peaceable  intercourfe  with  foreign 
Vol.  III.  Uu  Kings 
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S"Tj"-  Kings  and  ftates,  which  the  Scottifh  government 
A.  D.   had  in  this  age,  to  perform.    Thefe  the  King  or 

*^^*"**'^  Regent  never  cotidufted  to  a  fiiU  termination, 
without  afcittg  the  advice  of  the  great  national 
council.  In  that  grand  negotiation,  by  the  fuccefs 
of  which  David  Bruce  was  delivered  from  captivi- 
ty, all  was  managed  by  the  general  confcnt  of  all  the 
.  three  eftates.  The  treaties  with  France  appear  to 
have  been  negotiated  with  the  fame  caution.  Not 
that  the  King  was  obliged  by  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  monarchy,  or  by  any  new  modifications  which 
had  taken  place  on  thefe,  to  obey  the  advice  of  his 
Parliament,  in  every  ad  of  his  intercourfe  with  fo-^ 
reign  ftates.  But,  he  could  fulfil  no  treaty  £ir« 
ther  than  the  ob%atioRS  of  his  vaffiils  to-  feudal 
fervices,  and  hfs  own  revenue  arifing  from  lus  do^ 
.  mains  and  cuftoms  fhould  enable  him ;  unlefs  his 
free  vaiTaU  giving  their  confent  to  fdch  a  treaty, 
fhould  thus  pledge  themfelves  to  fulfil  it,  not 
merely  with  the  feudal  fervices  which  they  necef- 
farily  owed  to  their  Lord,  but  with  their  lives, 
their  whole  fortunes,  and  all  the  efforts  of  which 
they  were  capable*. 

Kccordiof    Such,  in  the  diftribution  of  civil  and  criminal 

ihcUwt.  juftice,  in  the  combination,  the  proportions,  and 

the  exertion  of  the  political  powers  of  the  ftate, 

were  the  laws  and  ctiftoms  of  the  Scottifh  nation 

during  the  fourteenth  century.    Such  of  them  as 

are 

•  Fbrdun.  XIII.  XIV.  XV  :— Fcedera  T,  V.  VI.  VII  :- 

Regiam  M^eftatem,  L.  L.  t>zr.  II«--Rob.  II  :^Rob.  Ill- 
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arc  prefcrved  in  the  gaieral  tenor  of  the  unquef-^'-^^- 
tionably  authentic  records  of  the  Scotttlh  hiftory,  a.  d. 
cannot  but  be  genuine.  Others  of  which  the  ex-'^^^'**^ 
iftence  is  known  to  us  from  the  evidence  of  ancient 
written  deeds,  are  entitled  to  equal  credit.  That 
colledion  of  the  laws  of  David  the  Second,  and  of 
the  two  Stewarts  his  immediate  fucceflbrs,  which 
contains  the  great  body  of  the  ftaXutes  attributed 
to  thefe  reigns ;  agrees  fo  fatisfadorily  with  the 
manners  and  circumftances  of  the  age  to  which  it 
is  attributed  ;  defives  fuch  authority  from  the  con« 
feat  of  hiftory,  wherever  hiftory  could  be  expected 
tt)  afford  any  evidence  concerning  it;  and  comes  to 
us,  fo  recommended  by  the  authority  of  the  earlieft 
and  moft  learned 'lawyers  by  whom  it  was  examin* 
ed ;  that  we  cannot  hefitate  to  give  it  credit  for  al- 
moft  lall  that  complete  authenticity  to  which  it  pre- 
tends. When  the  laws  of  the  Anglo*Saxons  are 
once  admitted  as  the  grand  fourcd  of  all  the  moft 
ancient  laws  of  Scotland ;  almoft  all  the  objedions 
which  have  been  urged  againft  the  genuinenefs  of 
the  books  of  the  Regiam  Maj0aUms  are  inftantly 
feen  to.  vaniflu  If,  in  addition  to  this,  it  be  confi- 
dered  chat  the  old  Scottlfh  Parliaments  might  of- 
ten rather  fajp&ion  with  their  approbation^  collec- 
tions of  the  old  cuftomary  laws  already  in  ufe, 
than  ena£k  new  ftatutes ;  and  might  therefore  pafs 
laws  of  which  the  preambles,  enadments,  and 
faaOions  were  adapted  rather  to  a  former,  than  to 

the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


340  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.     [Book  IV. 

Sect,  il  the  prefoit  titnc^  we  fhall  then  fcsrfcely  fail  to  be  fa-r 
A.  D.   tisfied  that  the  greater  part  of  that  ancient  aflemblage 

'^^^'^*^  of  laws,  is  aflliredly  genuine/  Errors  of  tranfcription, 
and  midaken  dates  there  may  be  :  Nay,  a  word^  a 
feiitence,  a  paragraph  may  have  been  here  and  there 
taken  away  or  foifted'  in :  But,  laws  are»  aboire  aU 
moft  all  other  writings,  fecnre  againft  forgery  ;  be- 
caufe  laws  can  never  remain  unknown  ;  their  very 
enadiment  h  a  publication  which  declares  them  to 
a  whole  people ;  if  ufed  in  the  diftribution  of  juf- 
tice,  their  validity,  as  well  as  their  genuine  fenfe 
cannot  fail  to  be  eagerly  difcufled.  Judges,  juries, 
parties,  the  whole  nation  have  their  eyes  continu- 
ally turned  with  fo  much  vigilance  upon  the  tenor 
of  the  laws ;  that  although  a  code  of  laws  may  be 
forged,  yet  fuch  a  code  could  nevet  become  the  rule 
of  juridical  practice.  Charters,  epiftles,  hiftorical 
records  of  many  different  ibrts  tnay  be,  all^  much 
more  eafily  fabricated  than  laws. 

cmi  Law  It  was  about  this  period  that  legiflation  and  the 
?hfp«c^ diftribution  of  juftice  among  the  Scots  began  to  be 
ticeof the  illuminated  by  the  inftitutions  of  the  Civil  Law 
of  the  Romans.  The  Roman  Law  attained  its 
moft  conftimmate  perfeftion  in  the  hands  of  thofe 
illuftrious  lawyers  who  adorned  the  reign  of  the 
Eaftern  Emperor  Juftinian.  In  the  Weft,  how- 
ever, the  incroachments  already  made  by  faGarbari- 
ans  upon  the  provinces  of  the  Roman  Empire,  had 

even 
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even  before,  begun  to  contract  the  dominion,  and^*^^ 
to  enfeeble  the  authority  of  thofe  laws.  In  theuJo-M^J 
fubfequent  eftabliihment  of  thofe  barbarians  in  all 
the  proyinces  of  the  Weftern  Empire^  their  own 
favage  inftitutions  were  every  where  exalted  upon 
the  ruins  as  well  of  the  civil  policy  as  of  the  poli- 
tical eftaUifhments  of  Rome.  The  ancient  laws 
of  the  conquered  people,  in  fome  inftances,  gave  a 
faint  dnge  of  colouring  to  the  new  legiflation  by 
which  they  were  fuperfeded,  and  might  perhaps 
not  be  every  where  univerfally  forgotten;  yet,  dur- 
ing feveral  of  the  darker  centuries  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  nations  of  modern  Europe,  they  were  either 
fo  gen^^ly  unknown,  or  fo  little  regarded,  as  to 
exert  no  influence  upon  a£tual  legiflature.    When 

THE  CONFIftMEQ  STABILITY  OF  THE  FEUDAL  GO- 
VERNMENTS, and  THE  HIGHEST  EXALTATION  OF 
THE  HIERARCHAL   WEALTH  AND  POWER,  began,      . 

with  joint  efficacy,  to  aroufe  anew  the  induftry  of 
men,  to  awaken  their  curioiity,  to  flimulate  their  in- 
vention :  that  renewed  intercourfe  which  took  place 
between  Europe  and  the  Eaft  in  the  plofing  dstys 
of  the  Eaftern  Empire,  failed  not  to  draw  Europe, 
an  attention  at  lead  flightly  upen  the  laws  and  in- 
ftitutions which  dill  reigned  at  Conftantinople. 
The  efforts  of  the  clergy  to  (Irengthen  themfelves 
by  their  ikill  in  jurifprudence,  againft  the  boifterous 
oppofition  of  the  .military  order  among  whom  they 
were  eftabliihed ;  effentially  contributed  firft  to  the 

improvement 
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^«j"-  improvement  of  their  canon-law  j  the&  to  prompt 
A.  0.    tlicm  to  enquiries  after  that  more  perfeft  fyftem  of 

1330x445  ij^s  which  had  prerailed  among  the  ancieat  Ro- 
mans ;  and  laftly  to  correct  and  improve  the  legi- 
flature  of  all  the  ftates  of  Europe  by  the  new  illu- 
mination which  the  clergy's  juridical  (tudies   now 
enabled  them  to  introduce  into  it.    But,  it  was 
not  till  the  accidental  difcovery  of  a  copy  of  Jufti- 
nian's  colIedlipn6  at  the  town  of  Amalfbi  in  Italy ; 
a  town,  which  at  a  very  early  period,  had  been 
nourishing,  but  was  now  greatly  outriyalled  by 
Florence,  Genoa,  and  Venice  ;  that  the  juri(pru- 
dence  of  ancient  Rome  became  an  obje^of  enthu* 
iiaftic  itudy,  and  was  eagerly  feia^ed  upon  by  the 
clergy,  as  a  notable  new  engine  to  extend  ai^d  to 
confirm  their  power.    Its  authority  was  foon  receiv- 
ed in  thefe  ages  of  blind  deference  to  mere  authori- 
ty, "ks  if  it  had  poflefled  almoft  all  the  fandions  that 
the  majefty  of  any  legiflative  body  could' give.     la 
Italy,  in  France,  in  Germany,  it  began  to  be  in- 
wrought as  a  piece  of  embroidery,  or  rather  of 
qdlting,  upcHi  thd  ground  of  the  feudal  policy. 
Even  in  England,  where  it  was  never  to  obtain  a 
complete  reception,  it  was  however  already  ftudied- 
The  moft  remarkable  proof  of  its  having  now  be« 
*    gun  to  draw  the  notice  of  the  Scots,  appears  not 
fo  much  in  the  progrefs  of  their  ftatute-law  during 
this  fourteenth  century,  as  in  a  renunciation  which 
their  reprefentatives  folemnly  made,  of  anj  advan- 
tages 
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tages  to  be  dcfived  either  from  the  CM/  or  the'^r^f- 
Canon  Law,  towards  the  infradion  on  their  part  of   ^^  0. 
any  of  the  artides  of  the  treaty,  with  England  for^^^°^'**^ 
the  liberation  of  David  Bruce.    It  was  fpon  to  be 
adopted  among  the  Scotk,  however,  as  a  grand 
treafury  <rf  ofHntons  and  precedents  to  be  reforted 
to  for  the  folution  of  every  difEcuIty  in  juridical 
queftions,  with  the  fame  confidence  and  refped, 
as  it  bad  been  a  coIlefUon  of  the  ancient  laws  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  deciirons  of  its  judges*. 

Lawyers  had  not  as  yet  in  Scotland,  a  diflinduwyer*, 
exiftence,  as  an  incorporated  body  of  the  members ^^' 
of  an  honourable  and  important  profei&on*    There         % 
were  the  King's  mejengers  st  armsy  attendant  upon 
his  (heriffs  and  juiUciaries,  and  more  properly  mi« 
litary  than  civil  fervants  of  the  Grown^  in  the  ori* 
ginal  intention  of  their  ofSce.    There  were  per- 
haps alfo  fome  cJerii  and  froSofSj  men  not  regu- 
larly incorporated,  and  diiUnguiflied  from  the  reft 
of  the  community,  but  permitted  to  take  up  th^ 
employment  at  pleafure,  or  exerciiing  it  under  the 
appointment  of  the  fovercign,  or  of  his  barom^ 
Every  roan  was  permitted  to  appear  for  hnnfclf, 
and  to  plead  his  own  caufc  in  a  court  of  jufticej 
or  every   man    might  produce  his   mafter,  his 
friend^  or  any  refpeftable  fubftitute,  to  plead,  as 
well  a*  to  fight  for  him  j  a  praaice  which  was  aft 
terwajds  to  give  rife  to  the  order  of  Advocatss*. 

lu 

•  Fflcdcra,  Tom.  VI,  &c. 
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sicT.  n.  In  the  ecclefiaftical  courts  there  were  Notaries  ; 
A.  D.    And  it  is  not  improbable  that  thefe  might  be  em-* 

1330-1415  pj^yg J  in  the  framing  of  many  deeds^  and  the 
tranfa^on  of  many  pieces  of  juridical  buiinefs, 
which  did  not  neceflarily  &11  within  the  province 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  courts.  The  bailiffs  of  the 
barons,  the  fheriffs  and  the  judiciaries  of  the  King's 
courts,  were  men  of  eminence  employed  in  juridi- 
cal affairs.  But,  thefe  men  were  not  neceflarily  to 
be  lawyers  before  being  appointed  judges;  aad 
they  had  commonly  much  more  in  them,  of  the 
military  man,  than  of  the  lawy^.  Remongcney 
who  firft  counfelled  young  David,  dnke  of  Roth* 
fay,  to  kizei  imprifon,  and  ftarve  to  death,  his 
unck  Albany^  and  then  unhappily  with  better  fuc* 
cefs,  gave  the  fame  advice  to  the  uncte  againK  his 
nephew  j  is  related  by  the  hiffonans  of  the  time, 
to  have  been  an  abU  lawyeh  It  is  remarkable,  too, 
that  altho'  the  laws  of  theScots  were,  at  this  time, 
affuredly  not  very  numerous,  nor  their  Written 
deeds  exceedingly  voluminous  and  coipplex  ;  yef , 
they  had  already  begun  to  exclaim  againft  the  law's 
formalities  and  delays,  and  to  regret  the  fim[^city 
of  elder  times.  When  the  earl  of  Fife,  afterwards 
dukeof  Albany ,  in  aninroadintoCumberhnd,  found 
-  among  other  articles  of  plunder,  an  ancient  fealed 
charter  in  thefe  words  ^  Kyn^  Adelftane  gffiis  here 
to  Paulan  Oddam  and  Roddam^  ahgude  and  dhfair 
0S  ever  there  mjn  war  /  and  thereto  witnes  Maid 
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my  wyfe ;  he  fo  admired  its  brevity  and  fimpIicity^S"^^'-. 
as  often  afterwards  to  quote  it,  when  he  prefided    a.  d. 
in  the  courts  of  jufticc,  for  an  inftance  of  the  {vl-^^^^^^^^ 
perior  wifdom  and  integrity  of  the  people  of  an.- 
cient  ages^. 

The  Religion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Scotland Rstioiojr. 
was  nbt  at  all  tnore  enlightened  during  the  four- 
teenth century,  than  it  had  been  during  the  thir- 
teenth. The  fame  ignorance,  the  fame  fuperili- 
tion,  the  fame  violations  of  morality  encouraged 
by  the  clergy  that  they  might  be  atoned  for  by  do- 
nations to  the  church,  the  fame  fancied  vifions, 
the  fame  fabled  miracles  ftill  prevailed.  St  Columba, 
now  no  longer  obnoxious  to  the  Popifli  clergy  on  ac- 
count of  the  ancient  averiion  of  his  difciples  to  the 
fupremacy  of  Rome,  was  reverenced  in  this  age 
for  many  fancied  miracles.  The  Scots  wanted 
a  navy  to  protect  their  coafts  and  harbours  againfl: 
the  fleets  di  the  Englifli.  But  the  faint  of  Inch- 
Columb  was  fuppofed  ta  watch  as  a  celeftial  admi- 
ral over  the  whole  Frith  of  Forth.  Scarcely  everMimdcfc 
did  the  Englifli  enter  it,  without  fuffering,  as  the 
Scottifli  clergy  pretended,  fome  fignal  ad  of  ven- 
geance from  the  faint  whofe  boundaries  they  dared 
to  violate.  Upon  an  expedition  of  this  fort,  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-five, 
one  of  the  flsips  of  the  Englifli  fleet  had  even  dared 
to  anchor  before  the  facred*  ifle.  The  crew  ifluing 
Vol.  III.  X  X  from 

*  Rcgiam  MajcRatem,  paffim :— Ford.  XIU.  XIV.  XV. 
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sbct.  II.  fron^  i\^^\f  veffel  fpoiled  the  monaftery,  even  ftrip- 
A,D.    ped  the  church  of  its  confecrated  furniture,   and 

af35^M»5  carried  away,  among  other  things,  a  much  venera- 
ted image  of  St  Golumba  himfclf.     They  foon 

Of  St  Co-  again  fet  fail  with  their  fpoils,  and  in  company 
°**^'''  with  the  other  veffels  of  the  fleet.  But  hardly  had 
they  begun  to  proceed,  when  a  terrible  ftorm  arofc, 
and  wreaking  its  fury  folely  upon  the  fliip  which 
contained  the  facrilegious  pillagers  of  lnch-Colu:iib, 
To  tofled  and  haraflcd  this  vefTc),  that  it  was  ^ith 
cx.rcnie  difficulty,  and  amid  the  moft  alarming 
dangers,  brought  to  anchor  at  Inch  Keith.  Here 
the  ccnfcious  crin»inuis  baftened  to  quit  themfelves 
of  their  facrilepjous  fpoils  ;  and  reftoring  all  that 
they  had  pillaged  with  a  confiderablc  fin-offering 
to  appcafe  the  wrath  of  the  faint,  prayed  him  to 
pardon  their  offence,  and  to  grant  them  fair  winds, 
and  a  fafe  voyage  during  the  remainder  of  their 
expeJirion.  Their  prayers  were  heard.  The 
ftorm  no  longer  raged  upon  their  fiiip  :  And  it 
•w;is  even  the  firft  of  all  the  fleet  to  pafs  Saint  Abb*s 
Head,  in  the  pfogrefs  of  their  navigation  home- 
ward.— Columba,  a  faint  whofe  life  had  been 
chiefly  fpent,  and  his  miracles  wrought  in  an  infu- 
lar  fituation,  amid  ftorms,  and  billowing  feas,  and 
all  the  miferies,  perils,  and  adventures  of  a  people 
accuflomed  to  a  paddling,  feifaring  life,  and  often 
perifhing  amidft  its  dangers ;  was  peculiarly  fitted 
to  become  the  divine  guardian  of  a  bay,  and  the 
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faint  of  feamen.     It  was  at  no  long  diftance  of^«cT.  ir. 
time  after  the  former  luckleGi  adventure,  that  ano-    a.  d. 
thcr  Englifli  fleet  having  Hkewife  entered  the  Frith  "^^"^'^^^ 
of  Forth,  ravaged  all  its  ihores,  but  without  viola* 
ting  the  holy  ifle.     One  only  of  the  fhips  of  this 
fleet,  had  been  conducted  upwards  almod  to  Scir^ 
ling,  when  its  company  going  one  fliore  to  plunder 
the  country,  fell  accidentally  upon  the  commenTal 
church  of  Dollar,  fubjcft  to  the  Abbot  of  Inch- 
Columb,  and  of  which  by  that  Abbot's  care  the 
choir  had  been  recently  repaired  and  adorned  with 
much  curioufly  elegant  work  in  carved  wood* 
This  (IruiSfcure  and  its  Carved  omaments^  feemed  a 
valuable  prizes    The  plunderers  conveyed  the  hu 
ter  on  board  their  vefiel,  and  failed  away  on  their 
return  down  the  Frithi     A  fair  weft-wind  6ivoured 
their  courfe,  and  they  pafled  on  rejoicing,  till  they 
came  nearly  oppofite  to  *Inch-Columb,  the  feat  of 
the  abbot,  whofe  coinmenfal  church  they  had  piU 
laged.     Here  the  vengeance  of  Columba  was  to* 
overtake  thofe    facrilegious  wretches.     A  fouth^* 
wind  arofe  in  a  fudden  fquall,  and  overturning^ 
fank  the  ihip,  fo  that  not  a  foul  on  board  efcaped 
alive.     The  crews  of  the  other  fhips,  in  terrour^ 
vowed  never  more  tQ  violate  aught  that  was  under 
the  proteftion  of  this  powerful  and  vindidive  faint* 
Sometimes  Saint  Cuthbert,  the  holy  protedlor  ofofst 
the  biflioprick  of  Durham,  was  believed  to  purfue^*'^^'''^' 
VFith  equal  vengeance^  the  inroads  and  the  facri* 
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^!!I^  legious  devaftations  of  the  Scots  in  the  North  of 
A.  D.    England.     The  Virgin  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jefus^ 

1330-1415  y^jjQ  ^j^s  chiefly  worlhipped  at  Haddington,  and 
fome  other  places  oq  the  fouth-eaft  coaft  of  Scot- 
land, was  ibmetimes  believed  to  interpofe  equally 
with  fupernatural  power  for  the  protection  of  her 
flirines  and  worfhippers,  or  for  the  punifliment  of 
thofe  by  whom  they  were  viobted.  When  prayers 
could  not  move  the  Virgin  to  interpofe  for  the  fafe- 
ty  of  her  votaries,  threats  were  fometimes  more 

ofthc  vir-gggf^Qal^     Upon  thc  occafion  of  the  ereat  inunda- 

^n  Mary ;  *  .  . 

tion  on  the  coafl;  of  £aft  Lothian  and  Berwickfliire 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight,  when  the  waters  had  almoft  rifen  fo  high  as 
to  overwhelm  the  buildings  of  the  conVent  at 
Haddington;  a  nun,  amid  that  flutter  to  which  the 
alarming  danger  excited  her  fimple  and  unenlight- 
ened mind,  took  up  an  wooden  image  of  the  Vir- 
gin which  ftood  in  the  church ;  and  running  with 
it  to  the  water's  brink  which  had  already  reached 
the  office- houfes  of  the  convent;  threatened  to 
plunge  the  image  into  the  flood,  unlefs  the  Holy 
Virgin  would  inftantly  ftay  the  efflux  of  the  wa- 
ters, and  caufe  the  deluge  to  abate.  Scarcely  had 
the  daring  nun  thus  fpoken,  when  the  waters  fud- 
denly  ceafed  to  fwell,  and  the  flood  vifibly  fubfided. 
The  clergy  rejoiced  in  the  miracle,  although  they 
could  not  altogether  approve  the  compulfion  which 
had  been  put  upon  the  Holy  Virgin's  inclinations. 

Thc 
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The  yirtues  of  the  mafs  were  often  the  theme  of^'fJi"; 
lotid  applaufe ;  and  many  miracles  were  fancied  to    a.d. 
be  wrought  by  power  communicated  from  heaven '^^°"'**^ 
to  do  it  honour.     A  remarkable  event  of  this  fort,  of  the 
is  faid  to  have  taken  place  in  the  Frith  of  Forth, ^*^*' 
between  the  Holy  UQe  of  Inch-Columb  and  the 
oppofite  ihore  of  Fife*     The  abbot  with  his  monk» 
were  returning  from  Fife  to  which  they  had  fled 
daring  fummer,  for  fear  of  the  piratical  defcents  of 
the  Engliih  upon  their  Holy  Ifle.    It  was  in  the 
end  of  Prober,  when  the  Engliih  (hips  could  no 
longer  appear  in  thefe\feas.     On  board  a  boat 
laden  with  ale  and  other  articles  of  winter-provi* 
fions,  went  two  failors,  three  ecclefiaftics,  and  a 
mafon.    The  failors  being  drunk,  in  fpite  of  the 
refiftance  of  the  reft,  would  hoift  the  fail  of  the 
boat.     A  fquall  of  wind  foon  arofe  and  overturn- 
ed the  boat ;  upon  which  both  the  failors  and  one. 
of  the  eccleiiaftics  periihed  i  while  the  other  two 
ecclefiaftics,  with  the  noafon,  fortunately  efcaped 
lafe  to  the  (hore,  by  means  of  the  ropes  of  the 
boat,  and  of  fome  bundles  of  ftraw.    Recolleding 
afterwards  the  circuimftances  of  their  danger  and 
efcape,  the  priefts  and  the  mafon  found  that  they 
had,  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  aififted  all  three 
at  the  celebration  of  the  mafs,  while  their  compa- 
nions  who  were  drowned,  had  not  enjoyed  the  be- 
nefit of  the  fame  folemn  a£t  of  devotional  worfliip. 
The  praifc  of  their  efcape  was  therefore  given  to 

the  ^ 
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sccT.  II.  the  mafs :  and  this  uras  celebrated  as  another  v^on* 
A.  D.  derful  miracle  accomplifhed  by  its  vbtues.*^The 
ci^ot^^  famous  legend  of  the  cave  of  Saint  Patrick  in  he* 
St  Pauick.land)  was  in  the  higbeft  reputation  at  left  n  £ng<> 
land,  and  probably  alfo  in  Scotland  during  this 
century.  It  was  ufual  for  the. prior  and  monks  of 
the  conv^it  to  grant  their  letters  to  the  p^rfons 
who  had  pafled  through  the  purgatorial  trials  of 
the  cave,  teftifying  the  hGt  to  all  ChrifliaBs. 
Thofe  letters  might  again  be  prefented  to  the  Juf> 
tidary  of  Ireland,  ^nd  his  confirming  teftimony 
required  upon  them.  In  the  lalt  iaftance,  even  the 
letters  of  the  Jafticiary,  and  other  great  officers  of 
the  Irifh  goTernment,  were  prefeoted  to  the  £x\gli(h 
King,  and  received  his  fan£iion.  AH  this  was  done  in 
the  cafe  of  Malatefta  Ungar,  t^d  Nicholas  Beccaria, 
both  knights  and  pilgrims  from  foreign  countries, 
who  after  paffing  through  the  trials  of  that  famous 
Irifh  purgatory,  obtained  from  Edward  the  Third 
of  England  his  letters  patent,  teftifyiiig  the  truth 
of  their  defcent  within  the  cave,  and  dated  from 
Weftminfter,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Oftober, 
in  the  year  one  thoufand.  three  hundred  and  fifty* 
eight.  A  legend  fo  wonderful,  a  caV$  fo  famous, 
even  in  the  regions  of  the  Continent,  could  not 
but  be  known  to  Scottiih  fuperftition^^-^Thefe  tales 
ef  miracles,  the  penances  which  were  impofed,  the 
i:.c  :!'^^nce3  ^hich  were  granted,  the  high  fpiricual 
au'horH)  yvhich  was  ufurped  by  the  clergy,  better 
^'Aji^rji:,  tir:  ll  -»uiar  reiiijious  belief,  than  anything 

in 
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in  the  formal  fyftems  of  religions  dodrinet  wijSch  s«rr.  11. 
were  refpeded  and  taught  in  the  theological  fchools    ^  j^ 
of  this  ag€».  uso-i  w 

Yet  the  Chriftian  religioa  is  not  to  be  blamed  The  influ- 
for  thofe  a^furdities  of  fuperftition  which  wereaSlaidani. 
inwrought  upon  it*  It  was  not  Chriftianity  thatj?;?^*^' 
debafed  the  mind)  and  darkened  tht  intellect  of 
mankind  :  But,  Chriftianity,  like  the  fdence  tJai 
the  fine  arts  of  Greece  and  Rome,  like  the  tncma* 
ments  of  Roman  legtflation,  was  itfelf  orerwhdmed 
by  the  crufhing  force  of  a  military  defpotifm^  by  the 
invafion  of  whatever  was  favage  and  barbarous^ 
from  the  farihefl;  regions  of  the  earth.  Had  not 
the  inftitutions  of  Chriftianity  withftood  tht  fatal 
efficacy  of  thefe  powers  of  deftruftion,  more  firmly 
than  any  other  part  of  the  practices  and  inftitutions 
of  the  civilized  ancients ;  had  the  barbarians  who 
fubdued  the  Roman  Empire,  introduced  their  owa 
favage  fuperftitions  wherever  they  eftabliftied  them- 
felves ;  the  darknefs,  which  with  the  origin  of  their 
power  fettled  over  Europe^  would  have  been  tea 
limes  more  gloomy,  and  more  incapable  of  being 
difiipated.  The  Romilh  hierarchy  became  a  grand 
machine  for  pacification  and  civilization,  which 
^'ith  its  arms  embraced  the  whole  Chriftian  world. 
The  powert  of  this  machine  were  thwarted,  dif* 

ordered, 

•  FoTduo  XIIL  XIV.  XV.  paffim  :— Fttdera,  Tom.  VIL 
^Thc  authenticity  of  the  Letters  to  Ungat"  and  Beccaria  has 
t>ccn  qucllioncd. 
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sicT.  II.  ordered,  enfeebled,  by  the  primary  nature  and  by 
A.  D.    the  diforders  of  the  feudal  governments,  as  veil 

«33o-u»5as  by  the  barbarous  manners  of  the  people  :  but 
never  could  its  energy  be  entirely  deftroyed.  It 
was  when  the  influence  of  this  hierarchy  chiefly, 
had  given  fomething  of  (lability  to  civil  order,  that 
a  new  dawn  of  civilization  began  to  break  forth, 
that  the  day-ftar  of  fcience  was  feen  once  more  to 
arife.  Let  not  the  Romifli  clergy  of  thefe  times  be 
ridiculed  or  reproached  for  the  imperfefHon  of  the 
popular  Chriftianity  of  the  age.  Let  us  regret 
only,  that  fo  fublime  a  fyftem  of  religion  could  not 
refill  the  influence  of  thofe  general  caufes,  upon 
which  the  barbarifm of  thefe  times  depended!  Let 
us  rejoice  that  it  exifled,  to  cherifli  the  fmouldering 
iacred  fire,  and  again  to  inflame  it  to  a  blaze 
more  fplendid  than  had  ever  fhone  before  { 

Authority  '  The  Roman  PontiflF  ftill  continued  to  exercife 
ow^hl^  *  confiderably  vigorous  authority  over  the  Scottiih 
sootti^  church,  and  to  draw,  under  various  names,  a  large 
revenue  out  of  Scotland.  Difpenfations  and  in- 
dulgences afforded  him  much  ;  to  many  benefices 
he  arrogated  an  occafional  power  of  prefentation* 
Firft  fruits  and  other  imporitions  were  modes  of 
taxation,  by  which  the  Court  of  Rome  drained 
away  a  large  fhare  of  the  revenues  of  the  churches 
of  all  the  different  kingdoms  of  Europe.  But,  the 
patronage  of  thfe  biflioprics,  and  of  very  many  ot 
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the  principal  benefices  and  offices  of  the  church,  ^'ct.  h- 
ftill  entirely,  or  at  left  imperfeffcly  in  the  hands  of    a.  d 
the  King  and  nobles,  by  whofe  anceftors  they  had'*'^^"^'**'^ 
been  founded.     One  grand  objeft  which  the  Kng- 
lifti  had  in  view  in  their  attempts  to  conquer  Scot- 
land, was  to  fubjefl  the  Scotti(h  church  to  the 
archiepifcopal  fee  of  York,  or  to  the  bifhoprick  of 
Durham.     Glafgow  was  even,  for  a  while,  in  the 
time  of  the  Engliih  fiiccefTes  annexed  to  Durham  ; 
but  the  freedom  of  the  Scottifh  church  was  vin- 
dicatedy  at  the  fame  time,  with  the  independence 
of  the  Scottifli  Crown.     To  the  hopes  of  the  ani 
nexation  of  the  bilhdpfick  of  Glafgow,  was  it  ow- 
ing that  Beck,  bilhop  of  Durham^  in  the  age  im- 
mediately preceding,  fo  zealoufly  engaged  in  the 
Scottifli  \irars.  It  was  from  the  fear  of  this  fubjedtion 
that  the  Scottifh  clergy,  in  general,  but  efpecially 
the  archbifliops  of  St  Andrew's  and  Glafgow,  were 
invariably  among  the  foremoft  opponents  of  Eng- 
lifh  ufurpation.     Monaftic  eftablifhments  were  al- 
ready exceedingly  numerous  throughout  Scotland; 
at  left  in  proportion  to  the  extent  and  opulence  of 
the  country  ;  and  there  were  not  many  added  to 
the  former  number  during  the  bufy,  tumultuous, 
eventful  period  of  the  fourteenth  century.     In  the 
beginning  of  this  century,' Rpjajert  Bruce  had  found- 
ed in  Strathfillan  in  Braidalbane,  a  priory  for  the 
canons-regular,  in  honour  of  Saint  Fillan,  whofe 
aid  he  believed  to  have  been  (ignally  vouchfafed  to 
Vol.  III.  Y  y  him 
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sicT.ii.  him  in  the  battle  of  Baimockburn.  The  white 
A.  D.    friars  of  Mount  Carmel  obtained,  ia  the  year  one 

i33c-i4ai  thouland  three  hundred  and  thirty,  a  religious 
houfe  at  Queensferry,  which  was  founded  by  Dun- 
das  of  Dundas,  and  was  confecrated  to  the  Virgia 

Ncwcftajb-Mary.     I'hc  fame  friars  obtained  in  the  middle  of 

ii  mcuts.  ^j^^  century,  a  fimilar  eftablifhment  ix  Aberdeen. 
It  wa3  the  illuftrious  Archibald,  iirnamed  the  Grimy 
earl  of  Douglas,  and  of  Galloway,  who,  in  the 
year  ctne  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight, 
founded  the  Provoftry  of  Bothwell  in  Clydefdale. 
A  few  years  before,  bis  riral  Dunbar,  earl  of 
March,  had  founded  1  fimilar  religious  eftabliih- 
ment  at  the  town  of  Dunbar  in  £aft  Lothian. 
Anpther  Provoftry  was  founded  ^t  Kihnaurs  ia 
Ayrfliire,  by  Sir  William  Cunningham^  The  nuns 
anciently  eftabliflied  at  Lincluden  near  Dumfries^ 
by  Dervorgilla,  daughter  to  Alan  the  lad  of  the 
old  lords  of  Galloway,  had  at  length  become  noto- 
rioufly  diffolute  to  a  degree  that  was  beyond  mea- 
fure  difgraceful  to  their  religious  profeifion  ;  and 
Archibald  the  Grim  therefore  in  the  end  of  this 
fourteenth  century,  converted  the  nunnery  into  a 
collegiate  church,  of  which  his  fecretary,  Alexan- 
der Cairns,  was  provoft,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  thirteen,  Hofpitals  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  ftrangers,  particularly  for  the  nou- 
rilhmcnt  and  cure  of  the  fick,  were  foundations 
ufually  fubj^fted  to  the  management  of  the  clergy. 
Many  fuch  hofpitals  had  been  already  founded  and 
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endowed  in  diflferent  parts  of  Scotland;  and  IrSkct. it. 
the  reign  of  Robert  the  Second,  the  fame  Archi-  ^.d. 
bald  Douglas  augmented  the  number  by  the  foun-*^^'^''^'^ 
dation  of  a  new  hofpital  within  the  monaftery  of 
Holywood.  The  rievenue  of  another  which  had 
exifted  at  Lanerk,  was,  by  Robert  the  Third,  alie- 
nated to  Walter  Dalzell.  The  hofpital  of  Rox- 
burgh was,  by  Robert  the  Third,  too,  alienated  to 
a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Robert  Archibald ;  and 
that  of  Rutherford,  was,  by  the  fame  monarch, 
beftowcd  on  the  abbacy  of  Jedburgh.  The  efta- 
blifiimcnts  for  the  purpofes  of  religion,  were  indeed 
multiplied  and  extended  during  this  period  ;  and 
various  old  foundations  were  enriched':  but  the 
circumftances  of  the  age  neither  required  nor  per- 
mitted as  great  a  number  of  religious  foun- 
dations to  be  formed  in  this  century,  as  had 
been  eftabliihed  in  the  period  immediately  pre- 
ceding J  for  fo  much  had  been  already  given, 
that  there  now  remained  comparatively  little  to 
give  ;  and  the  miferies  of  war  fo  impoverifhed  the 
nobles  and  the  Crown,  an(^o  changed  the  poffef* 
fioa  of  t)ie  lands  from  one  poffeflfor  to  another ; 
that  fcarcely  any  one  was  fufficiently  opulent, 
fcarcely  any  one  remained  long  enough  in  poffef- 
fion  of  any  particular  eftate,  to  be  able  topurchafe 
the  favour  of  heaven  by  beftowing  pew  and  large 
endowments  upon  the  church;*. 

•  Fordan,  XIIL  XIV.  XV:— Spottifwood's  account  of  re- 
^gioas  houfes ;  printed  at  the  end  of  Hope's  Minor  Pradlics. 
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^»^J\^  In  refpcft  to  Learning,  the  frequency  in  which 
A.  D.    the  Scottifli  clergy  repaired  during  the  latter  half 

Lwraing^^f  the  fourteenth  century,  to  ftudy  «t  the  Univerfi- 

of  the  ^i^g  Qf  England,  the  honours  with  which  they  were 
crowned  at  the  Univerfity  of  Paris,  the  inftiturion 
of  the  Univerfity  of' St  Andrew^s  ;  reprefent  the 
Scottiih  clergy  as  becoming  cotitinually  more  at- 
tentive to  this  grand  objeft.  They,  too,  were  the 
authors  of  almoft  all  public  writings  :  and  what* 
^ver  chronicles  of  paf&ng  events  were  kept  in  the 
monafteries ;  it  was  by  the  clergy  they  were  kept, 
JJot  the  laity,  but  the  clergy,  firft  began  to  culti- 
vate for  literary  compofition,  the  vernacular  lan- 
guage of  the  country  ;  Barbour,  who  fang  Robert 
Bruce,  was  a  dignitary  in  the  church  ;  Blind  Hen* 
ry  was  probably  a  religious  perfon.  Even  fuch  a 
^ifpute  as  that  which,  for  forne  time,  agitated  the 
^  nation  concerning  the  rival  rights  of  the  Pope3 
Penedid  and  Martin,  had  a  tendency  to  incite  the 
clergy  to  new  curiofity  and  refearch,  and  to  pro- 
duce a  cpllifion  of  minds  which  could  not  but 
ftrike  out  fome  fpark^of  heavenly  fire. — In  their 
morals^  the  clergy  cannot  well  be  fuppofed  to  have 
been  more  licentious  and  depraved  than  the  laity. 

Their  mo- Among  the  bifhops,  abbots,  and  priors,  who  were 
the  moft  illuftrious  in  the  fourteenth  century,  many 
are  Recorded  to  have  been  diflinguifhed  by  eminent 
piety,  purity  of  manners,  difintereilednefs,  and  ar- 
dent patriotifm.  Yet,  too  many  inftances  of  vici- 
ous 
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ous  depravity,  unavoidably  occurred,  from  time  to^'^^.  il 
time,  among  the  cloiftered  monks  and  nuns.  a.  d. 
Grofs,  brutal  luxury,  afts  of  obfcene  uncleannefs,'^^®"*'**^ 
fraudful  hypocrify  and  impofture,  with  vices  even 
more  darkly  atrocious,  too  frequently  difgraced 
the  charader  of  whole  focieties,  as  well  as  of  indi- 
viduals among  them.  Such  was  a  murther  com- 
mitted at  Montrofe,  in  the  priory  of  that  place,  by 
a  friar,  upon  the  father  who  governed  the  convent. 
This  friar,  whofe  name  was  Thomas  Platar,  being 
in  his  condud  exceedingly  diforderly,  and  refrac- 
torily unfubmifEve  to  the  difcipline  of  the  houfe, 
drew  upon  himfelf  frequent  but  unavailing  correc- 
tion from  the  fubprior.  The  prior  himfelf,  was 
at  laft  obliged  to  interpofe  for  the  purpofe  of  over- 
coming Flatar's  ftubbornnefs,  and  reducing  him  to 
decency  and  regularity  of  condud.  Even  the 
prior's  endeavours  were  not  more  fuccefsful  than 
thofe  which  had  been  already  ufed  by  others. 
Platar  became  ftill  more  refraftory,  more  obfti- 
nate,  more  fullen,  more  defperately  fixed  in  his 
vicious  practices.  New  punifhments  were  there- 
fore threatened  againft  this  incorrigible  offender ; 
and  it  was  hoped  that  the  exercife  of  fome  a£t  of 
unufual  and  awful  feverity,  might  yet  perhaps  re- 
claim him  from  utter  perdition.  But,  while  the 
prior  was  preparing,  yet  hefitating,  to  inflid  fome 
fuch  a£t  of  wholefome  rigour ;  and  while  Platar, 
M'ith  unfubdued  fullennefs  of  mind,  was  refolute 

not 
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Sect.  n.  not  to  avctt  punifliment  by  penitent  fubmiffion, 
A.  D.    and  yet  not  free  from  a  fearful  expeftation   of  iis 

»3y>^»4i5a(aual  approach  ;  the  unhappy  wretch  was  drivea 
to  perpetrate  an  horrible  crime.  At  night  he 
awaited  the  hour  when  the  prior  was  to  retire  to 
his  chamber  to  reft  ;  and  with  a  dagger,  which  he 
had  for  this  purpofe  concealed  about  his  perfon, 
iiabbed  the  good  old  man  to  the  heart  with  a  mor- 
tal wound.  The  prior  furvived  bat  three  days.  The 
parricidal  Platar ;  for  the  prior  was  accounted  the 
Jpiritual  father  of  his  friars ;  was,  within  two  days  af- 
ter the  prior^s  funeral,  expofed  to  public  ihame,  dur- 
ing a  fermon  folemnly  preached  upon  this  occafion 
by  Trail,  archbifhop  of  St  Andrew's  j  and  fince  it 
was  by  the  canon-law  illegal  to  pqt  a  clergyman 
violently  to  death ;  was  condemned  to  perpetual 
imprifonment,*  there  to  be  fed  with  the  water  ^ 
bitternefs, '  and  the  bread  of  forrow.  He  did  no* 
long  furvive ;  and  his  body,  after  his  deaths  was 
buried  in  a  dunghill*. 

jnrifdic  The  Jurisdiction  of  the  clergy  was,  in  this  pe- 
^  of  the j.j^^^  great;  for  the  civil  magiftrates  were  obliged  to 
execute  all  letters  addr^ffed  to  them  by  the  ecclefi- 
aftical  courts,  againft  any  of  the  King's  fubjeds ; 
and  rcdrefs  by  thofe  who  found  themfelves  ag- 
grieved by  fentences  of  the  ecclefiaftica^l  courts, 
was  to  be  obtained  only  from  the  general  aflfembly 
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"  the  clergy,  or  perhaps  from  Rome.  The  courts ^^^-J^^ 
r  ecclefiaftical  judicature,  were  thofe  of  the  diffe-  a.  ix 
;nt  biihops,  and  of  their  chancellors  afting  under  Jj^;?^J^* 
leir  authority, — of  thcarchbifhops, — of  the  nation- *^«^ 
I  aflembly  of  the  whole  clergy, — of  the  Pope  and 
is  Cardinals,— -of  the  general  councils  of  the 
rhole  church.  The  ikcred  books  of  Chriftian 
loftrine,  fo  far  as  their  precepts  tended  to  com* 
line  Chriftians  in  focial  union,  naturaHy-prefcrib- 
;d  fome  rules  applicable  to  civil  conduft.  The  . 
ommunities  of  the  firft  Chriftians,  regulating  their 
cligious  obfervances  in  a  certain  known  order, 
md  taking  cognizance  of  the  moral  and  civil  con- 
iuft  of  their  diflferent  members  ;  thus  created  for 
ihemfelves  a  fpecies  of  law,  different  from  the  laws 
if  the  ftate ;  by  which  their  crimes  were  reftrain* 
ed  or  punilhed,  and  fln^r  differences  determined. 
When  the  coloffal  ftrufture  of  the  hierarchy  was 
reared  by  Conftantine ;  the  private  regulations  of 
the  Chriftians,  either  received  fuch  a  fanftion  from 
:he  imperial  authority  as  was  fuflicient  to  confer  up- 
3n  them  all  the  force  of  legiflative  obligation,  or 
«^'cre  altered  and  moulded  into  a  new  form  in  which 
that  fanftion  was  conferred  upon  them.  Bifliops, 
wchbifhops,  patriarchs,  genera!  councils  now  ac- 
jmred  a  wide  jurifdiftion,  and  a  potent  authority : 
the  bufmefs  of  the  church  rofe  in  the  eaft  and  in 
^e  weftrto  divide  with  wars  and  political  negolia- 
p^^s,  the  anxious  cares  of  the  Roman  emperors  % 
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^*!!l?*  ^^^  (he/acred  codes  of  Chriftianity,  and  the  con/i- 


A.D. 


tutiont  of  the  church  began  to  rival  in  thediftribo- 
1130-1415  ti on  of  juftice,  the  fenafus-con/ulta  2nd  plebi/cita  oi 
ancient  Rome,  the  decifions  of  praetors,  the  opi- 
nions of  Roman  lawyers,  the  rcfcripts  of  Empe- 
rors, the  colledions  of  Theodofius  and  Juftinian. 
In  the  weft  efpecially,  the  earlier  abolition  of  tbe 
authority  of  the  civil  laws  of  Rome,  although  it 
might  at  firft  difturb,  yet  foon  came  greatly  to  fa- 
vour and  to  exalt  the  authority  of  that  other  body 
of  laws  which  the  clergy  formed,  explained,  and 
enforced.  In  comparifon  with  the  laws  of  the 
Barbarian  conquerors  of  Europe,  how  infinitely 
more  rational,  juft,  and  perfeft,  were  the  rules  of  the 
difcipline  of  the  church  1  While  the  church  made 
itfelf  the  reconciler  of  differences,  the  proteftor 
of  innocence  and  we^aknefv  the  fagacious  counfcl^ 
lor  of  rude  ignorance  and  inexperiente ;  the  pow- 
er of  its  own  internal  laws,  and  of  thofe  fpiritml 
fanftions  by  which  alone  it  pretended  to  enforce 
them,  became  almoft  uncontroulable.  Its  command 
of  the  Keys  of  heaven,  of  hell,  and  of  purgato- 
ry; its  miracles,  its  impoftures,  its  indulgences;  its 
wealth,  and  all  its  political  artifices  ;  afforded  fo 
many  fanctions  to  enforce  the  authority  of  its  laws. 
The  legiflation  of  the  Jewifti  theocracy,  contained 
in  the  Old  Teftament,  being  highly  favourable  to 
prieftly  authority  ;  was  eagerly  dragged  into  the 
fame  fervice  as  the  gofpel,  the  epiftles  of  the  New 
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reftament,  the  decrees  of  councils,  and  the  let-^'^'r-  "• 
:fers  of  patriarchs  and  popes.  The  bifhop  of  Rome,    a.  d. 
h  the  reparation  of  the  weftern  from  the  eaftern'^^***'^*^ 
:hurcfa,  exalted  ill  the  pontifical  chair,  could  now 
fulminate  his  mandates  with  an  authority  which 
Slings  and  Emperors  (hould  drive  to  arrogate  in 
^in.     Conftant  practice  in  the  diftributioii  of  juf- 
nce  upon  fuch  principles,  and  tinder  fuch  fpiritual 
fandions,  gave  (lability  and  ufefulnef^  to  the  whole 
fyftcm,  armed  it  with  the  inftmments  of  forms^ 
and  enlarged  it  by  commentaries  and  recorded  de- 
clfion^.      To  their  fpiritual  fandions,  the  clergy 
fkiled  not  to  make  the  fecular  power  add  the  full 
force  of  all  thofe  temporal  fandions  by  which  its 
oWn  laws  were  maintained. — Such  was  the  rife  of  the 
Canon-Law  ;  and  fuch  iti  prbgrefs  in  the  ftate  in 
which  it  exifted  iii  Scotland^  aS  well  as  throughout 
the  reft  of  Europe,  during  the  fdiirteenth  century.— 
The  objeds  which  fell  more  particularly  within  its 
province,  were,.  Jirji^  every  thing  relative  to  the 
charader,   qualifications,  fundions,  and   relative 
authorities  and  dignities  of  ecclefiaftical  perfons  ; 
ftcondlyy  ail  the  concerns  of  their  einoluhients  arid 
benefices  ;  thirdly^  the  regulation  of  many  things 
>vhich,  although  belonging  more  efpecially  to  the 
laity,  arid  to  the  iectilar  concerns  of  human  life, 
were,    however,    from  accidental  circiimftances, 
tonneded  with  fpiritual  affairs,  and  placed  under 
the  power  of  the  clergy  j  fuch  as  marriages,  tefta- 
VoL,  HI.  'jL  z  ments^ 
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sict.il  mentSi  ai>d  Qther  things  fimilar  ;  fourthly^  all  the 
A.  D.    common  concerns  of  their  villains y  nmfahy  and  o 

luo-Maijjj^j.  <j^p^ndents,  who  were  fubjeft  to  them  as  the 
fuperior  or  immediate  lords  of  baronies  and  other 
feftates ;  Jifthly^  all  fuch  other  affairs  as  could  be, 
by  airy  ties  of  cqnne:cion  with  thefC)  brought 
within  this  fph^re  of  their  jurifdifUonji  fo  as  to 
promote  the  increafe  of  their  wealth  or  power. 
Appeals  ky  from  the  deci^ops  of  the  inferior  to 
the  fuperior,  ecclefiaftical  courts ;  the  Pope,  and 
general  councils  deciding  finally  with  authority 
from  xvhicb»  as  it  wa$  fancied,  thercf  could  be  no 
appeal  ipi  earth,  or  in  heaven.  The  power  of  the 
Ci^NON-LAW  in  Scotland  was  at  its  loftiefl:  height 
in  the  end  of  the  founeenth,  and  in  the  begimung 
of  the  fifteenth  century ;  for  the  difcovery  of  the 
Civil  Law^  and  the  new  ardour  with  which  it  was 
ftudied  and  applied  to  pradice,  although  they  might 
at  firft  promife  to  augment  the  authority  of  the 
church,  and  of  the  Can  on.  Law,  proved,  ia  the 
end,  unfriendly  to  them*. 


MKNTfi. 


xmjot-  IV.  The  morals  of  the  Scots,  in  this  age,  were 
far  from  being  confiderably  favourable  to  the  En- 
joYM  INT  of  general  happinefs.  That  contempt  of 
law,  and  of  all  the  reftraints  of  fecial  order,  which 
was  almoft  univerfally  difplayed  by  the  great  ba- 
rons during  the  reigns  of  David  Bruce,  and  of  the 

two 
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two  fiirll  of  his  fucccffors,  annihilated  to  the  Scots,  sbct.il 
almoft  all  the  beft  advantages  which  were  to  be    a.  d. 
derived  from  their  civil  union.    Thofe  barons  who'^^^'**^ 
fcorned  the  royal  authority,  and  flighted  even  the 
laws  to  which  they  had  themfelv^s  agreed  ;  often 
ruled  their  refpeftive  ijilldins  and  dependents,  with 
the  moft  impotent,  tyrannical  fway.     Thdr  great- 
nefs  was  evinced,  folcly  by  afts  of  favage  cruelty. 
Their  caftles  were  the  den  of  the  lion  in  the  fable, 
from  which  none  who  entered,  was  feen  to  come 
away  in  fafety.    The  horrours  of  thofe  dark  re- 
cefles  of  cruelty  and  oppreiSon,  were  in  reality  no 
lefs  dreadful  than  the  fortrefles  and  the  dungeons 
of  the  giants  and  wicked  knights  and  barons  of 
romance.  The  unbarred  dungeon  of  a  Douglas  or  a 
Stewart  might  have  poured  forth  a  crowd  of  wretch- 
es in  all  the  ipofl  horrible  gradations  of  extreme 
diftrefs  which  the  fancy  of  a  Dante  could  conceive, 
or  the  pencil  of  a  Reynolds  pourtray.    The  names 
of  fome  eminent  viftims  have  alone  reached  our 
ears.     But,  could  the  ordinary  crowd  have  been, 
brought  forth,  to  tell  the  fecrets  of  their  prifon- 
houfe  ?  ah !  what  numbers  (hould  we  not  find  to 
have  periihed,  even  more  miferably  than  Ramfay, 
Bullock,  and  young  Rothfay  periihed.    The  a/faf" 
Jtnatiom  fo  frequehtly  perpetrated  during  this  age, 
were  terribly  hoftile  to  the  fecurlty  of  focial  life. 
Nor  is  it  to  be  fondly  fuppofed,  that  thcfe  were 
cxcrcifed  only  upon  the  perfons  of  one  ot  two 
great  men,  or  upon  fome  rare  occafipns.    They 

were 
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s«cTvn.  were  frequent ;  they  were  the  crimes  of  all  condl- 
A.  D.    ^10118  in  life :  They  deftroyed  the  mutual  conii- 
ijao-uaj^gn^.^  of  man  in  man. 

Famine     .    There  wcrc  alfo  QthcT  miferies,  befide  thofe 
i^nc^.^  ^'  infeparable  from  war  apd  from  barbarifm,  to  af- 
flid  human  life  in  Scotland  with  terrible  feveriry, 
during  this  age.      Famine,  one  of  the  mofl  dreadful 
fcourges  which  the  hand  of  Providence  can  em- 
ploy to  chaftife  mankind,  often  cut  off  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Scotland  in  multitudes  together.    Peili- 
lence,  ftill  more  deftrudive  than  famine,  advanc- 
ing from  the  eafl:  like  a  wide-wafting  fire,  twice 
ravaged  all  Europe ;  ^d  came  to  cut  off  in  Scot- 
land, thofe  whom  famine  and  the  fword  of  war 
had  fpared.    At  its  firft  approach  thi$  terrible  dif- 
order,  attacking  rather  the  ranks  of  meaner  life, 
fhan  the  nobles  and  the  opulent  \|rhofe  n^ore  gene- 
rous fare,  more  commodious  lodging,  and  cleaner 
clothing,  ferved  in  part  to  protect  them  agaiaft  in- 
fe&ion  i  deftroyed  almoft  a  third  part  pf  the  humai^ 
race  in  all  thofe  countries  which  it  vilited.     Two 
days  the  wretched  vi&im  fickened  j  on  the  third  he 
died,  having  all  the  parts  pf  his  body  prodigiouf- 
ly  inflated  and  fwoUen  above  their  natural  fize. 
An  univerfal  terrour  and  alarm,  fcarcely  lefs  unfor- 
tunate to  fociety  than  the  actual  contamination  of 
the  diftemper,  pervaded  all  ranks.  Parents  deferted 
their  children  in  thqir  laft  agonies  ;  children  fled 
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from  performing  the  laflc  melancholy  ofEces  tos^^^i^ 
their  dead  or  dying  parents ;  the  affections  of  na-    ^  x>. 
ture  were  ftifled  in  thebreaft;   the  ties  of  fociaP^3o-i4«5 
life  were  diffolved.     The  virulence  of  this  epide- 
mical diftemper  was  at  iaft  exhaufted.     Within 
lefs  than  twenty  years,  however,  another  iimilar 
epidemia  ravaged  the  land.    Its  form  -and  mode  of 
affecting  th^  patient,  were  the  fame  as  in  the  for- 
mer ;  but  its  energy  no  longer  confined  particular- 
ly to  harafs  the  poor,  now  preyed  upon  all  ranks 
alike*     In  the  year  one  thouland  four  hundred 
and  twenty,  a  diftemper  which  received  the  vulgar 
|iame  of  Le  ^hew^  and  was  fuppofed  to  have 
beftn  occafioned  by  the  extreme  uncertainty  and 
irregularity  pf  the  feafons,  ravaged  the  kingdom 
with  a  terrible  havock.    The  leprofy,  which  was 
perhaps  nothing  more  than  fome, particular  modi- 
fication of  inveterate  fcurvy,  occafioned  by  the 
exceflive  ufe  of  falted  provifions,  by  dirtinefs  of 
clothing,  by  narrownefs  and  filthinefs  of  domeftic 
accommodation  y  was  ftill  prevalent  in  the  country, 
and  was  deemed  incurable.    Add  to  this,  that  the 
fcience  of  medicine,  the  art  of  furgery,  cannot  be 
faid  to  have  had,  as  yet,  an  exiftence  iii  Scotland* 
)t  was  an  Englifli  monk  from  whofe  prefcriptions 
Randolph  fought  relief  in  vain.     We  find  occa- 
fional  notices  of  benefices  beftowed  upon  the  phy- 
ficians  to  the  kings  of  England,  and  fums  of  money 
paid  to  them  :  But  no  fuch  notices  occur  concern- 
ing 
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sicT.  If.  ing  any  fimilar  rewards  granted  to  the  phyficians, 
A.  D.    'whofc  cares  watched  over  the  health  of  the  Scoc- 
133014x5  tifli  monarchs. 

Amufc-  Yet,  the  Scots  of  this  age  wanted  not  their  fef- 
"'^*'  tive  amufements,  to  chear  the  miferies,  to  enliven 
the  gloom  of  that  precarious  and  diftrefsful  Kfe  to 
which  they  were  too  often  ezpofed.  This  was  the 
age  in  which  the  ftows  of  the  tournament,  or 
mimic  combat,  were  frequently  exhibited  in  bar* 
barous  magnificence  and  rude  fumptuofity.  Hew 
much  more  humane  and  refined  did  even  our 
barbarous  anceftors,  in  this  indance,  prove  them- 
felves  to  be,  than  were  the  ancient  Romans  whofe 
entertainments,  imitative  of  war,  were  ftained 
^ith  the  blood  of  the  unfortunate  gladiators, 
by  whom  they  were  exhibited!  It  was  in  the 
primary  intention  of  the  Roman  exhibitions,  that 
the  blood  of  the  gladbtors  fhould  he  a^uatly 
fpilt  and  their  lives  prodigally  wafted.  If  bloo4 
were  fhed,  if  lives  were  loft,  in  the  tourna- 
ments of  the  dsirk  ages  of  modern  Europe;  it  was 
by  accident ;  for  the  purpofe  of  the  fports  wasL 
folely  to  exhibit  a  bloodlefs  trial  of  ftrength,  agi- 
lity, and  dexterity.  In  judicial  combat  alone 
was  the  fight  to  be  urged  unto  death.  In  the 
year  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight, 
Morley,  an  Englifh  knight,  a  noted  combatant  in 
tournaments,  came  into  Scotland  for  the  purpofe 
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of  provoking  any  doughty  Scottifh  knights  to  sbct.il 
fmgle  combat ;  and  was,  for  fome  time,  honour-^""^^]^ 
ably  entertained  at  the  court  of  Robert  the  Third.  »3ao-i4«5 
At  this  court  he  was,  however,  accufed  of  having 
flolen,  or  having  attempted  to  ileal,  a  precious  cup 
of  great  value  from  the  King's  table.  This  accu* 
fation  produced  a  challenge ;  but  combat  was  for-^ 
bidden.  Morley  was,  however,  accompanied  or 
followed  to  Berwick  by  feveral  Scottifli  gentlemen, 
who  there  propofed  to  try  their  prowefs  againit 
him.  He  firft  contended  with  Archibald  Edmon- 
fton,  and  Hugh  Wallace,  fucceilively,  under  this 
condition  of  conflict,  that  the  combatants  fhould 
alternately  flrike  each  a  certain  number  of  blows^ 
and  then  ceafe  from  contending ;  and  that  he  of 
the  two  who  fhould,  before  the  allotted  number  of 
blows  were  ftruck,  confefs  himfelf  to  be  worfted, 
or  fhould  at  the  end  of  the  combat  be  overthrown, 
and  difabled,  was  then  to  be  accounted  vanquifhed, 
and  his  adverfary  to  be  adjudged  the  viftor.  Over 
both  Edmonfton  and  Wallace,  Morley,  on  the  fame 
day,  triumphed.  On  the  day  following,  however, 
he  was  oppofed  by  Sir  Thomas  Trail,  who  fo  mau- 
led Morley,  that  the  judge  of  the  combat,  an  £ng-> 
lifhman,  interrupted'  the  contefl,  to  fave  Morley 's 
life ;  after  which,  this  champion  offered  no  more 
boafling  challenges  to  the  warriours  of  Scotland. 
Morley  was  a  C^ixotic  knight-errant,  fo  enatooured 
of  the  fame  of  prd^aiUng  in  the  tournament,  that 
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Sect.  h.  he  travelled  at  a  great  expencc  through  different 
A.  D.    countries,  ftiil  challenging  knights  to  fingle  com- 

i.uo-i425bat,  and  ftill  triumphing^  or  meeting  defeat  and 
difgrace.  Having  at  laft  confumed  all  his  patri- 
mony, Avithout  raifing  himfelf  by  his  knight-errant- 
ry, to  any  thing  of  that  fplendid  fortune  of  which 
his  imagination  had  fondly  dreamed,  he  at  laft 
X  died,  amid  the  mifery  of  want,  and  of  the  cruel 
vexation  of  difappointment. — ^It  was  on  the  year  im- 
mediately before  Morley's  coming  into  Scotland, 
that,  at  the  defire  of  Queen  Annabella  Drummond, 
there  was  a  grand  conteft  of  twelve  knights-*-at  the 
head  of  whom  was  her  fon,  the  young  duke  of 
Rothfay,— celebrated  at  Edinburgh  on  the  north 
fide  of  that  town,  and  on  the  very  fcene,  which 
was  afterwards  fo  much  overflowed  with  water  as 
to  fubfide  into  a  lake ; — ^the  famous  North- 
Loch  ;  which  was  deftined  to  be,  after  the  revo* 
lution  of  four  centuries,  drained,  and  again  defic-t 
cated;  and  if  not  to  become  again  a  Campus  Mar- 
iius  for  the  fpeftacles  of  the  tournament,  was, 
however,  to  be  defiled  by  the  carnage  and  filth  of 
a  flayghter-houfe,  to  be  enriched  by  horticulture, 
to  be  graced  by  a  bridge  worthy  of  ancient  art,  to 
be  divided  by  a  mound  of  earth,  which,  however 
ufeful,  fliould  feem  to  part  it  awkwardly  into  two 
pits. — Kven  in  England  the  brave  warriours  of 
Scotland,  repairing  thither  in  tiiijes  of  truce,  not 
ftfldom  diftinguiflied  themfelvc^by  carrying  away 
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the  prize,  at  the  fports  of  the  tournament.    It  waiS««T^ 
ia  the  two  years  immediately  preceding  that  David    a.  o. 
Lindfey,  the  firft  earl  of  Crawford,  in  the  prefence*^^^'^*^ 
of  Richard  the  Second  of  England,  obtained  great 
glory  in  a  tournament  at  London,  and  was  diftin* 
guifiied  with  high  honours  at  Richard's  court^  on  ac- 
count of  his  martial  gallantry. .   Amid  the  feftivities 
which  followed,  a  boafting  Engliihman  faid  to  Wil- 
liam Dal^ll,  one  of  Crawford's  companions,  that 
the  Scots  of  that  day  would  not  have  been  fo  brave, 
had  not  Englifhmen,  in  the  days  of  Edward  the 
Third,  lain  with  their  mothers.  *    DalzeU,  with 
equal  temperate  prudence,  and  fhrewdnefs  of  wit^ 
replied,    That^  in  this  arfcy  fculHons  and  footmen 
bad  certainly  lain  witb   the   Englijbmen^s    wives 
at  home.    The  fame  DalzeU,  being  no  lefs  brave 
than    wife,    upon    another   occafion,   was  indu- 
ced to  engage  in  a  bold  recounter  with  an  Eng- 
lifh   knight,   named  Piers  Courtenay.      Courte- 
nay  was ,  gayly  clothed  in  a  new  gown  or  doub- 
let, on  which  was  embroidered  the  figure  of  a  fal- 
con, with  a  line  of  writing  proceeding  from  its 
bill,  in  the  following  words  :   I  beer  afalconyfait'- 
eft  ofJUcbt ;  quhafo  pincbes  at  bir^  his  detb  is  dicbt 
in  praitb.     This  man  was  one  of  the  moil  fa* . 
mous  combatants  with    the  fpear,  then  in  Eng« 
land,  was  uterine  brother  to  the  archbilKop  of 
Canterbury,  and  was  commonly  knq^n  by  the  appel- 
lation of  the  King's  champion.     Yet  no  fooner 
Vol.  III.  A  a  a  had 
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Sect  h.  jjj^j  Dal^ell  remarked  his  emblem,  and  read  the 
A.  D.    infcription,  than  he  without  delay,   had  a   new 

^330-1415  jQy{3igj  made  for  himfelf,  with  a  magpie  painted 
upon  it,  and  thefe  words  reprefented  as  ifluing 
from  the  magpie's  bill ;  /  beer  a  py  pykkand  at 
ane  pes  ;  quha  fo  pykkis  at  her^  Ifalpyk  at  bis  nefe^ 
in  faith.  This  new  device,  with  the  infcription  of 
Dalzell,  quickly  ftruck  all  eyes  as  being  aflfumed 
in  derifion  of  Courtenay.  A  challenge  was  foon 
given  and  accepted.  They  agreed  to  combat  on 
horfeback,  agreeably  to  the  regulations  of  the 
tournament.  When  they  armed  themfelves,  the 
Scot,  of  purpofe,  left  his  helmet  uhfaflened.  The 
confequence  of  this  was,*  that  his  head  was  quickly 
bared,  expofing  his  face  indeed,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  enabling  him  to  fee  more  diftin&ly  in  what 
manner  he  (hould  beft  aim  his  ftrokes,  for  the 
purpofe  of  annoying  his  opponent.  At  the  third 
mutual  aflfkult,  therefore,  he  ftruck  the  EngUfii- 
man  on  the  face,  and  broke  away  feveral  of  his 
teeth,  Courtenay  enraged  at  the  artifice,  com- 
plained  paflionately  to  the  King.  Dalzell  oflfered 
to  fight  with  him  again  for  two  hundred  pounds 
on  the  condition,  that  both  fhould  m  this  new 
combat  be,  In  all  relpeds,  equipped  alike.  Cour- 
tenay could  not  refufe  the  conditions.  The  match 
was  made.  But  then,  Dalzell,  who  was  blind  of 
an  eye  which  Hfe  had  loft  in  the  battle  of  Otter- 
burn,  infifted  that  Courtenay  fhould  have  one  of 

his 
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liis  eyes  likewife  put  out,  in  order  to  be  in  a  con-^^^^J^ 
lition  to  enter  on  equal  terms  into  the  propofed    a.d. 
lombat.     This  could  not  be ;  and  after  various  *^^°''*''^ 
iltercations,  and  the  threatening  of  a  number  of 
conteils  among  the  knights  who  efpoufed  the  one 
3r  the  other  fide  in  the  quarrel ;  Courtenay,  fince 
he  would  not  put  out  his  eye,  was  compelled  to 
pay  his  two  hundred  pounds.     Thefe  are  but  fmall 
matters,  and  may  feem  to  be  fcarcely  worthy  of 
the  dignity  of  hiftory  5  yet  they  exhibit  perhaps, 
more  impreflively,  and  with  more  of  pidqrefque 
effeft,  than  fadls  of  greater  oftenfible  importance, 
the  very  form  and  preflure,  the  cafl,  the  colours, 
and  all  the  mingled  lights  and  ihades  of  the  man« 
ners  of  this  interefting  ag|^. 

Sed  fugit  intereay  fugit  irrevocabile  tempos. 
Singula  dum  capti  circumvedamur  axnore. 

♦  Fordun,  Lib.  XV- 
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Section  I. — Chap.  I. 

Reign  tf  James  the  Fimst. 

A  MINORITY  on  the  throne  ;  an  adminiflration    a.  d. 
of  which  the  members,  ahhough  not  want-  '**^'^^' 
ing  in  either  political  or  military  talents,  were  how- situation 
ever  divided  againfl:  one  another  by  oppofition  of  per-Eogiiih 
fonal  interefts,  and  therefore  tore  afunder,  inftcad^^t.™' 
of  guiding  and  impelling  with  one  combination  of 
efforts,  the  machine  of  government  which  was  con- 
fided into  tneir  hands ;  conquefts  too  extenfive  for 
the  military  force  which  there  was  to  retain  them 
in  fubjedion,  and  defend  them  againfl  foreign 
foes ;  enemies  on  all  fides  whofe  hoflilities  were 
incefTant,  and  their  hatreds  inextinguifhable, — ^be- 
caufe  their  very  exiflence  feemed  to  depend  on  the 
humiliation  of  the  power  of  the  Englifh ;  at  home, 
an  haughty,  powerful,  and  faftious  nobility,  com- 
mons who  began,  every  day,  to  feel  more  fenfibly 
their  own  flrength,  and  more  boldly  to  afTcrt  their 
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*         ♦       ••       •  .         » 

c**^^i^i:  J[^Sl^^s«  <^  ^*^"^l'ya  the  rivals  of  tlie  fovereign,  wfio 
s.,^nr*o*cheulbcd  fecrct^and  not  unjuft  pVetenfions  to  \}tt 
i4%^2S'  ^^^^*^  •  Thefe  were  the  particulars  compofing  the 
grand  features  of  the  public  and  political  ftat2  of 
Eugland,  at  the  time  when*  the  fubjedls  ofHht 
young  King  of  the  Scots  fent  ambalTadors  to  n^go- 
date  his  liberation  out  of  that  captivity,  in  wKTc!! 
he*  had  now  been  for  eighteen  years  detained*. 

Prudent  Jamds  hiinfelf  had,  during  his  captivity,  la 
j^tsf^ufafted,  as  at  once  to  imprefs  the  world  wi^the\ 
•i'^livit  ™°^  favourable  expe£tationstrdni  his  virtMs^aftd 
his  talents j  and  to  perftiadd  the  Englifl^  that  bo 
was  cordially  attached  to  their  arts  aMt  inansers, 
and  devoted  to  their  political  interefts.  Sueh  was 
the  courtefy  of  the  age,  as  to  afford  ftiU  tbenioft 
liberal  entertainment  to  prifoners,  if  their  kniglttly 
honour  were  unftaincd  by  cruelty,  cowa:rdieey*'oc 
falfehood,  if  any  liberal  ranfom  might  be  expedxd 
for  them,  or  if  any  important,  political  pijOpofe 
might  be  ferved  by  their  detention,  and  their  toad. 
ly  treatment.  Of  this  pra&ice  in  the  manners  of 
the  age,  James  had  received  the  full  advantage* 
Not  the  prifoner  of  war,  but  detained  in  vklatioa 
of  the  law  of  nations ;  too  young  to  have  ever 
yet  exercifed  anya&ual  hoftilities  againft'the£ng« 
liih  I  the  heir  to  a  crown  ^  there  was  nothing  in 
thde  circumjlances  that  could  induce  the  Zn^iih 
tt)  treat  hira  with  negligence  or  harfluicfs.-«t.They 

fnOrodcd 
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inftruded  bim  in  the  tearning  of  die  times ;  with-  ^^^J^  '^* 
held  him  not  £rom  accompiifliing  himfelf  in  the  ex- 


erciiei  of  war;  did  not  reftrain  him  fit)m  acquiring  ,  j^^.^^. 
that  experience  in  the  general  concerns  of  human 
life,  and  that  acquaintance  with  the  bufinefs  of  go- 
venunent,  and  with  the  fpirit  of  the  poUtics  of  the 
age^— which  was  requifite  to  fit  him  for  the  repu- 
table difcharge  of  thofe  high  funftions  of  fore'^ 
rdgnty  to  which  by  his  birth  he  was  deftined* 
James  feemed  to.fliew  himfelf  not  ungrateful  for 
h  many  courtefies  and  fiivours.  At  the  requeft  of 
Henry  the  Fifth  he  had  endeavoured,  although  in 
vain,  to  detach  the  Scottifli  auxiliaries  from  the 
fervice  of  Fiance.  His  uncle  and  his  coufins,  the 
ufurpers  of  his  Crown,  being  devoted  to  the  French 
interefts,  feemed  thus  to  create  a  necefTity  for 
James's  devoting  himfelf  to  thofe  of  England. 
Contriving  to  reconcile  his  love  with  his  political  in- 
terefts,  he  wooed,  and  won  for  his  wife,  Jane  of  So- 
merfec,niece  to  Cardinal  Beaufort;  who  partly  by  his 
talents  for  intrigue,  and  partly  by  the  natural  influ- 
ence of  his  rank,  his  wealth,  his  ofEces,  and  his  con- 
fanguxnity  to  the  prince,  was,  at  this  time,  the  mod 
powerful  member  of  the  EngUfh  adminiftration*.  . 

Th£  ambaffadors  who  went  from  Scotland  towiiiinnr. 
folicit  his  releafe,  were,  in  confequence  of  this  ftateEogiiax^o^ 
of  the  EngliOi  affairf,  and  of  this  prudent  condud^'/J^^* 
VoL.lIlt  Bbb  of 

•  Fordoo,  XVI.  X  ;-^HoUia(hcd,  Vol.  Ill  ;^^H.  Boeth. 
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Sect.  I.  qF  James  in  regard  to  the  EogUfli,  received  with 
no  ungracious  regard,  by  the  minifters  of  yousg 
Henry's  power.  The  ranfom  for  the  Seattsfti  King 
was  quickly  fixed  at  an  hundred  thqufand  merks 
fterling.  Half  of  this  fum  was,  by  the  influence  of 
Beaufort,  remitted  in  name  of  the  dowry  to  James's 
queen, payable  onaccount  of  her  confanguinity  tothe 
Engliih  monarch,-— for  (lie  was  the  gvaRd*-daoghier 
of  his  grand-uncle,— out  of  the  royal  treafury. 
For  the  payment  of  the  other  half,  afibon  as  it 
could  be  levied  upon  the  people  of  Scotland ;  it 
was  ilipulated  that  a  certain  number  of  the  fons  of 
the  Scottiih  nobles  fliould  be  fent  as  bofiages,  into 
England  ;  and  that  upon  their  arrival,  James  fteuM 
be  honourably  difmiffed.  Henry's  adnuniftratien 
might  now  flatter  themfelves,  that,  by  this  poBcy, 
they  had  deprived  the  French  of  their  bed  TeSwu 
ces  for  levies  of  gallant  aux^ry  troops.  Beau« 
fort  might  imagine  that,  by  mean^  of  his  niece,  he 
ihould  hencelorth  be,  in  a  great  meafure,  mafterof 
the  politics  of  Scotland,  and  might  find  there  2 
fure  refource  to  fupport  his  power  in  England.' 
The  Scots  might  indulge  the  fcmdeft  hopes  of  new 
order,  felicity,  and  peace,  to  be  charmed  up  from 
the  bofom  of  political  confufion,  difcord,  and  up- 
roar, by  the  very  afpe£b  of  their  young  monafith. 
Even  Albany  and  his  fons  might  be  incKned  to 
hope,  that  by  this  lafl!  involuntary  fervice  to  James, 
they  ihould  have  compenfated  in  his  eftimation  for 
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all  th^  demeiits  of  th«ir  former  negleft  of  himi?,'"' V 
and  of  that  long  perfecution  by  which  their  family  v 


had  apparently  laboured  ttr  extinguiQi  */>•.  x4i'.?35o 

The  boftaees  were  delivered  into  the  hands  ofJ^"»*» 

^  rcturiL 

the  Engliih.  '  James  was  conduced  homeward  as 
faa*  as  to  the  confines  of  his  own  kingdom,  by 
Cardinal  Beaufort,  uncle  to  his  queen,  and  the 
earl  of  Sonverfet,  her  brother,  with  a  fplendid  traiii 
of  attendants.  He  was  here  eagerly  received 
by  tha  oobUs  of  his  kingdom,  who  thronged  to 
meet'  him,'  and  was  conducted  in  great  joy  and 
pomp  to  Edinburgh.  After  remaining  for  a  ihort 
time  in  Edinburgh,  he  proceeded  to  Scone,  whi* 
ther  his  nobles,  prelates,  and  burgefles,  had  been^ 
in  the  mean  time^  fummoned  to  aflfemble  in  Par'« 
liaiiient.  At  Scone  he  was  folemnly  inaugurated 
in  the  fovereignty  by  the  ceremonies  of  corona- 
tion. His  coufin,  the  duke  of  Albany,  had  the 
honour  of  feating  him  upon  the  throne :  The  reli- 
gious rites  Were  performed  by  Trail,  archbifhop  of 
St  Andrew'* :  The  bifliops,  nobles,  and  other 
en>inent  men  of  the  aifembly,  ftood  around,  while 
thcfe  facred  offices  were  celebrated.  James  was: 
now  in  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  his  age,  when 
he  faw  himfelf  thus  feated  in  peace,  upon  the 
throne  of  his  fathersf . 

The 

♦  Eofdem. 
t  Fordun : — Buchaniin  : — Drummoftd : — Skene's  A£ls,  jcc. 
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crAV4[ '> '  ^"^^  *^^  *^^  ^'  Ae^l^fliaiticnrt Xiarc/^aftcl" 

<i#«^^^  1!hc*tor6fiatibtt  of  their  KSrig,  M^as,  to  make  |Sit>fi- 

,^i^;.^^fion  for  kTie  fuppdrt  of  his  regal  dignity,  ftnitfor 

frant^'cd'lo'^*^  Tcleafe  of  the  hoftages  ia  England,  by  die 

Tamtf  by  ^pavmcht  6f  that  moiety  of  his  ranfom  vhxdi  ftiil 

ment.      remained  due..   For  thefe  purpotes,  it  was  Teamly 

a^eed  by  a  Parliament  exceedingly  difpofed  in 

the  ifirft  ardom- of  nptried  loyalty,  to  gratify  the 

'  wifhes  of  tlietr  monarch ;  that  a  tazati4)n  tbumhi 

be  levied  over  the  whole  kingdom,  ibr  the^pare 

of  two  years  fiicceffively,  at  the  rate  ofmind^re 

pence  oiit  of  every  pound  of  rents  fr6Ai'  b&ida 

whether  pertaining  to  fpiritua!  or  to  tevnpofol  pix^ 

prfetors,  and  of  four  ^nnies  in  the  pound  of*  the 

total  talue  of  all  moveable  goods.    Sudi  a^ttisQi- 

tion,  although  new,  and  therefore  likely  to  berfidk 

as  grievouily  burthenfome  by  all  raniis  of^meo, 

but  efpecially  by  the'commoiA  who  had  itot  Ube 

many  of  the  barons,  their  children  to  nedeena^trat 

of  captivity ;  was,  however,  the  only  reftmrceviiidi 

now  remained,  to  anfwer  the  endS'  ibrwKittltit 

was  defigned.    The  Capacity  of  Albany^s-  foBoitf^ 

aiid  of  other  nobles  who  b^d  with  4Aiebi.3dbubd 

the  fpoils  of  the  Crown,  hkd  alMaced  aimtrflfliJI 

Uiie  royal  domains  :   The  cuftoms  levied  upon  the 

exportation  or  importation  (rf*  articles' of  init£6an- 

dize,  were,  comparatively,*  but  finalL  *•  Thi^^iHl- 

dents  of  ward  and  relief,  and  other fenM  fBM- 

tiides    due  from  the  immediate  vaiTals  of    the 

Crown, 
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6n»^).y^ci^  i>r  ^MRnbeiii^  adequate  to  AippIy8>cT.i« 
tbc*4e6ifimcy«:  j)uDd  Jame«  law  himieif  almoft  m  JlSti^ 
deflkitf e,of  ^'gifts  of  fortune^  evea  iiow  when. |ie  ^'.^'^ 
wM  .a!  otonarch  m  tbe  midft  of.  his  iubjeds,  as 
i;yhile>he'thad  l^nguiihdd  in  4ii]Unt  captivity.  But 
lQftitfai»j)«w,e9p(^rjixpe9t,of  -ta^aicion.  fliould  prove 
iRadeqiiate  to  cbe  cod  propofed:)  an  ioqu^ft  waa 
alio  idocreed  to  he  made  concerning  thofe  lands 
^irittchw  although  viOv  ajyienated,  bad  belonged  to 
the  Crown,  during  any  of  the.  three  reigns  in>- 
miediately  foregoing.  Thefe  meafures,  obvioufly 
dilated  by  James's  own  difc^rning  judgment  and 
ism  tlocifion,miight  teach  his  barons  to  conceive  fome 
anxiduft  expectations  of  the  ener«jetic  government 
«f  the  opening  reign.  For  the  firft  year,  the  tax  dill* 
^ernly  coll^^d  uijider  the  diredion  of  WiUiapi, 
faifhop  of  Dtttnblabe^  and  Waiter,  abbot  of  Inch- 
€olua^,  afibrded  tbe  fum  of  fourteen  thoufand 
nerks.  But,  on  tbt  fecond  year  it  yielded  a  fum 
fo'^scremely  triflings  and  that  paid  with  fuch  uni- 
verfal  •murmurS)  complaints,  and  threats ;  that 
Jame^  wte  forced  to  abandon,  for  a  time,  the  plan 


cf  laxatioft,  to  which  be  -  had  not  again  recourfe 
till  tbe  tenth  year  of  bis  a^uaJ  reign*. 

•■ .    .  *  , 

.   yTHiJ-B  the  levying  of  the  tax  went  on  flow]fy,DifcoB- 
irithputraflfording  ^  revenue  adequate  to  the  expe£la-|"^^^^^^ 
ihuB  aad^^neceiiities  of  the  monarcb9  yet  not  with- 

t,         .  «        out 

i'      \  ♦  Fordun.— Skene's  Ads. 
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sccr.i.  Qqt  irritating  wd  alienating  the  n^nc^  of  ma&y.of 
wy-o  his  fubje&s ;  The  inqueft  ^hicb  hs^i  been  inftiia- 
^^' f "  ted  concerning  the  crown-lands,  began  to  evince 
that  the  Crown  could  not  hav^  been  reduced  to 
that  extreme  indigence  in  which  James  bad  found 
it  i  had  its  pofleifions  and  revenues  not  been  H^afte* 
fully  dilapidated  during  the  three  preceding  reignst 
but  particularly  during  the  adminiflration  of  the 
late  duke  of  Albany.  James  now  clearly  fiaw 
what  he  had  been  before  inclined  to  believe  ;  that 
he  muft  provide  for  the  fupport  of  his  rc^l  dig* 
nity  by  refuming  from  the  nobility^  not  by  taxing 
the  commons.  Already  were  the  nobli^,  pofiidC* 
fors  of  lands  acquired  by  recent  grants  from  the 
Crown,  generally  alarmed.  Having  fo  readily 
agreed  to  the  idea  of  taxation,  a  naeafure  which 
James's  knowledge  of  the  Englifli  policy,  had  fog- 
gefted  to  him ;  their  firft  hopes  were,  that  this 
refource  alone  might  fo  amply  fupply  all  the  warns 
of  their  fovereign,  as  to  leave  him  under  no  necef- 
fity  to  difturb  them  in  the  poiTeilioa  of  land»  to 
which  many  of  them  might  fuppbfe  that  they  bad  a 
now  full  prefcriptive  right.  But^  femg  bow  much 
farther  the  fcope  of  James's  purpofes  tended  and 
perceiving  that  the  refource  of  taxation  was  wholly 
inadequate  to  his  wants;  they  began  now  to  confpire 
fecretly  together,  and  even  to  menace  more  opeih 
ly  ref^ftance  and  difappointment  to  his  ichemes*. 

But, 

•  Fordnn  : — Boetb :— J.  Major,  Hcc. 
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BoT>  James  was  pc^Wtftil  in  his  own  per(bttSls«cT.  i. 
talents;    The  admiration  of  thofe  abiKti^s  for  go-v^i^v^ 
yei9»nent  whicti  he  had,  even  thus  early  difplay-^  ^'f'  ^ 
ed,  ftruck  the  hearts  of  his  enemies  with  difftiay  jBccifivc 
be  hald  not  yet  loft  that  popumnty  wttfa  which  rousaai- 
the  whole  nation  lately  met  bis  return;  nor  was  thej^maf 
memory  ai  the  weak  yet  impotently  tyrannical 
fway  of  Albany  and  his  father,  already  forgotten- 
With  the  promptitude  of  refolution,  not  of  a  man 
who  decides  haftily,  becaufe  he  knows  no  reafon 
for  taking  one  part  rather  than  another  ;  but  of  a 
man  whofe  mind  is  capable  of  ready  dectfion,  bq-' 
caufe  it  is  firm,  comprehehfive,  and  continualTy 
a3ive  ;  James  infhmtly  called  his  Farfiament  again 
together,  and  propofed  for  their  immediate  fanc- 
tion  and  execution,  thole  meafures,  which  the  ill- 
fuccefs  of  the  taxation,  the  refult  of  the  inqueft^ 
and*  the  rifing  tempeft  of  confpiracy,  appeared  to 
demand.    Confpiracy  had  begun  to  ftrengthcn  and 
declare  itfelf  by  leagues  among  the  difcontented 
nobleii ;  and  fuch  leagues  were  declared  unlawful 
and  forbidden.     Treafonabte  attempts  to  fow  dif* 
feiifion  between  the  King  and  his  peopte,  were 
forbidden  under  the  penalties  of  death  and  for- 
feiture.   Even  againft  perfons  who  although  thcm- 
fehrea  not  openly  engaging  in  rebellion,  fliould, 
howc^r  fecrctly,  lend  fupport  and  favour  to  rebels, 
the  punifhment  of  cbniircation  was  denounced. 
To  gtte  efficiency  to  thefe  meafures,  before  his 

enemies 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


A.  D. 


384  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND-     [BookV. 

Sect.  I.  eoemies  fliould  recover  from  that  peiplexity  of  ir- 
refolution,  rage,  and  fear,  into  which  his  bold 
adivity  had  neceflarily  thrown  them;  James^  at  the 
very  fame  time,  arrefted  and  caft  into  confinement, 
in  diflferent  caftles,  his  coufin  the  duke  of  AU 
i>any,  his  two  eldeft  fons,  the  earls  of  Lennox, 
Douglas,  Angus,  and  Dunbar,  with  more  than 
twenty  other  barons*. 

Aibaiiy  By  th^s  blow  fo  boIdly  flruek,  his  enemies  were 
fons  hi  wholly  difarmed,  and  left  without  any  head  to  fo- 
m^*  ment,  or  to  direft  confpiracy. .  Of  the  inferior 
barons  who  had  been  feized,  many  foon  appeared 
to  be  entirely  fr^e  from  all  guilty  purppfes  agalnd 
their  fovereign  and  his  government }  and  thefe 
were  quickly  fet  at  liberty.  Others,  although  de« 
tained  in  imprifonment,  were  not  brought  to  any 
immediate  trial.  But,  againft  the  chiefs  who  had 
fo  long  ufurped  the  royal  authority,  and  plotted  to 
extinguifh  the  family  of  the  King ;  meafuries  more 
fatally  fevere,  were  requifite.  While  James  per- 
haps  hefitated  to  confign  the  necks  of  his  own 
near  kindred  to  the  axe  of  the  exeoitto&er ;  James 
Stewart,  the  youngeft  fon  of  the  duke  of  Albany, 
who,  in  contempt  or  kindnefs  had  been  left  at  li- 
berty, when  his  father  and  brothers  were  put  un- 
der arreft,  or  had  poffibly  made  his  eicape  from 
the  vigilance  of  the  King's  officers ;  feizing  the 
fortrefs  of  Inch-Merin,  on  the  iile  of  the  fame 

name, 
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name^  within  Lochleven ;  ftrexigtbened  himfelf  in*^'^^  ^ 
it  againft  the  King's  power ;  in  fome  furious  ex*  .^^^  ' 
corfions  cruelly  fpotled  the  circumjaceAt  cbuii-  ^  ^  ^' 
try,  burot  the  town  of  Dunbarton,  there  flew 
the  King's  uncle.  Red  John  Stewart  of  D«ndo« 
nald,  whom  he  furprifed  in  the  town  with  but  few 
attendants;  and  after  committing  as  many  furi-^ 
ouily  vengeful  a£b  as  he  dared  to  undertake,  tnade 
his  efcape  into  Ireland ;  carrying  with  him  the 
wife  and  fons  of  his  brother  Walter.  Thefe  auda- 
cious outrages  of  young  Stewart,  kindled  up  all 
the  monarch's  rage*  His  Parliament  now  unani- 
moufty  devoted  to  obey  his  pleafure,  pafled  fome 
afts  prohibiting  emigration  to  Ireland,  and  reftrift- 
ing  ingrefs  from  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  checking 
any  intercourfe  which  the  exiled  rebel  might 
ftrive  to  maintain  with  the  weftem  parts  of  Scot- 
land. And  to  fruftrate  any  farther  attempts  in 
favour  of  the  ftate-prifoners ;  a  fpeedy  meeting  of 
the  Parliament  was  appointed  again  to  take  place  iat 
Stirling,  for  their  trial  and  final  condemnation  of 

acquittal*/ 

:. . .  vo  • 

At  Stfrllng',  they  were  produced  before  an  af-p^^  ^^ 
fizeof  theJr  peers;  an  afBze  of  a  number  of  ihe^"'^- 
moft  emineiH  barons  of  the  kingdom,  among  whom  . 

Vol.  in.  C  c  c  were 

•  Fordun,  XVI :— Bocth.  XV  ;-.Buchanan ;— Lcfl.  VIL 
—Skene's  Alts : — ^Hume's  Hiftory  of  the  Douglaffss,  P.  1 35 
-^Dnimznond,  James  I.  &c. 
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s«cx.  I.    i^yere  even  feveral  of  thofe  men  whofo  alliance  to 

ChA?.  I. 


the  priacipal  offenders^  or  fuf|)e£bcd  intrigues  with 
»4^i^7-  ^^^^»  ^^  refentment  of  iajuries  apprehended  or 
fuffered  by  themfclyes,  had  procured  iheif  impri- 
fonment  at;  the  fame  time  when  the  dujke  oJ^  Al- 
bany and  his  fons  were  firft  put  ynder  arreS. 
Albany  and  his  fons,  with  the  earl  of  Lennox  bis 
father-ill- law,  were  the  only  perfohis  brought  to 
trial.  Their  crimes  of  confpiracy  againft  the 
King's  dignity  and  fa^cty,  of  a  rapacious  c^lienatiou 
of  the  revenues  of  the.  Crown,  of  a  diforderly 
abufe  of  that  delegated  authority  whijch.  b^d  re- 
piained  in  their  hands  while  the^  Ipng  was.  ^  cap- 
tive }  were  glaringly  manifeft.  Othier  caufe^  for 
tlieir  condemnatipn,  e:;ifting.  iq  the  long  perfecu: 
tion  of  the  mpn^rcl^'^  fi^mily  by  theirs ;  Jn  tbeimpo- 
ffibility  of  Jja.mes's  eftablilhing  himfelf  wi^h  full  au- 
thority in  his  ^ingdpm^  while  thf?y,furviy,e4'  in  their 
prefent  opulence  and;  power, ;  in  thq  ijeceflity  of 
forfeitures  to  fupply  a  fund  for  th^  fupport  of  the 
dignity  of  the  Crpwn;  weighed,  perhaps,  even  more 
with  James  and  his  judges,  to  determine  them  to 
the  condemnation  of  the  accufed  princes,  than  the 
guilt  of  any  crimes  that  were  openly,  alledged  and 
proved  againft  them  at  their  trial.  They^  were 
condemned  to  capital,  punlihment ;  and  were  with- 
out delay  publicly  beheaded  on  the  Caftlehill  of 
.  Stirling ;  while  the;  dukedoiri.of  Albany,  with  the 
earldoms  of  Fife,  Mentcith,  and  Lennox,  we^ie,  hy 

their 
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their  condemnation  and  execntion,  ifbrfeited  to  the^««T- J-    • 
Cro^irni     Ob  the  fame  day  were  executed,  by  a. 


mode^  of  punifliment  ihore  itrocioufly  criiel,  five  j^v!^;, 
of  the  followers  of  James  Stewart,  now  a  fagitlve 
in  Irelihd ;  who  had  been  feized  before  they  could 
make  their  efcape  after'  their  maftef.  Thefe  un- 
fortunate  rtien  were  torn  ih  pieces  between  hoipfes  ; 
and  therr  diffevered  limbs  were  theii  hutjg  in  chains  j 
^— a  fpeci6s  ofpuriiffiment  apparently  new  in  Scot- 
land-, artd  fo  advferfe  to  the  fpitit  of  the  cnmihal  la^ 
of  the  feudal  fyftem ;  that^it  feems  to  deferve  to  be 
afcribed  rather  td  thofe  rules  df  policy  and  juftice^'  ,  ! 
which  were  noiy  eagerly  borrowed  from  the  fafliion- 
ible  folames  of  the  civil  law,  for  the  correftlon 
and  enlargement  of  the  feudal.  Not  fatified,  whild 
the  fort  of  Ihch-Merih  in  Lochlomond  Was  as  ytt 
in  ih*  hands  of  a  rebel-gatrifdir,  the  fcrVailts  of  th^ 
fugifive  James  Stewart ;  the  King  immediatelj^ 
fent  againft  it  a  confidefable  force,  under  the  com- 
mand of  fevcral  barons  of  the  weftern  counties. 
After  withftandirig  a  few  days  of  fiege,  that  forta- 
Kce  was  furrendel'ed;  Thus  iwfully  was  tteafont 
punirticd;  and  tlius  fucCeftfully  wag  rebelfion 
qualhed*. 

While  Jame^  executed  punifhment  upon  the 
guilty,  and  hiimbkd  the  arrogant  amdftg  his 
fuKjects;   he  was,  however  careful  not  to  urge^ 

his 
♦  Eofdem  quos  fupra;  ^ 
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Sect  I.  jjij  feverity  farther  than  political  neceffity  feemed 
to  require.  Almoft  all  thofe  other  barons  who 
had  been  put  under  arreil  with  Albany,  his  fons, 
and  Lennox,  were  foon  fet  at  liberty.  The  levy- 
ing  of  that  taxation  which  had  excited  the  mur- 
murs of  the  people,  not  fb  much  that  it  was  griev- 
ous,  as  becaufe.  it  was  a  burthen  they  were  unac« 
cuftoroed  to  bear ;  was  difcontinued  affoon  as  its 
unpopularity  had  been  clearly  evinced,  or  rather 
aiToon  as  forfeiture  had  provided  other  fources  of 
revenue,  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  Crown. 
General  Amid  that  vigilance  and  prompt  adivity  with  which 
Jameses  he  watched  and  met  the  exigencies  of  his  internal 
meuT"'  goYernment  j  James  found  occalionally  leifure  to 
cultivate  thofe  elegant  arts  of  which  the  ftudy  had 
folaced  and  amufed  his  long^  captivity.  Frequent 
meetings  of  his  Parliaments  (till  confinned  the 
reign  of  law,  and  enlarged  the  code  of  its  .r<gula<* 
tions  with  new  d^s,  comefponding  to  the  new 
demands  of  alterifag  manners,  and  of  more  correft 
and  liberal  ideas  of  ditlributive  juftice.  To  aug- 
ment his  domeftic  comforts,  a  daughter  was»  with- 
in a  (hort  time,  bom  to  him ;  Margaret,  defiined 
to  be,  one  day,  the  miferable.fpoufe  i;>f  Lewis  the 
Eleventh,  the  moil  odious  and  tyrannical,  but  the 
moil  politic  and  fprtunate  of  almoft  all  the  kings 
^  of  France.  Amba0adors  from  France  courting  the 
renewal  of  the  ancient  alliance  between  the  French 
and  Scottifh  kings,  were  gracioufly  received,  en- 
tertained 
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temined  with  royal  magnificence,  and  gratified  in^icr.i. 
the  objefts  of  their  emb^fly.  James  gladly  renew-  ^.^^y^ 
cd  theancient  treaty,  promifed  his  infant-daughter  ,^^^ 
in  mai^riage  to  the  dauphin,  and  forbade  not  the 
Scottifh  y<nith  to  ob^y  the  call  of  glory,  and  re* 
pair  to  contend  under  the  banners  of  France  againft 
their  £ngli(h  foes.  But,  he  would  not  fo  far 
efpoufe  the  interefts  and  the  quarrel  of  his  French 
allies,  as  for  their  fake  to  plunge  immediately  into 
a  new  war  with  England.  Yfet,  to  arm  the  com- 
monalty more  eflFe6^ually  than  they  had  hitherto 
been  armed,  againft  the  yeomanry  of  England,  hti 
inilituted  many  new  regulations  for  the  encourage* 
ment  of  archery ;  and  enforced  them  with  all  the 
weight  of  parliamentary  fanOions,  and  with  all  the  * 
vigilance  and  energetic  a:£Uvity  of  hrs  own  execu«  .  . 
tive  power.  So  wife,  fo  happily  tempered  between 
moderation  and  rigour,  was  the  whole  tenor  of 
his  governmedt;  that  although  fome  fecret  refent- 
ment  might  ftill  lurk  in  the  breads  of  furviving 
friends  of  the  princes  who  had  been  put  to  death  ; 
yet  none  dared  agnn  to  confpire,  or  to  rife  in  open 
rebellion  agkinft  their  King :  although  the  nobles 
in  general  might  regard  with  anxious  jealoufy  fuch 
an  augm^ntaflon  as  Jameses  perfonal  abilities  ac- 
quired to  the  power  of  the  Crown  ;  yet  they  dared 
not  tt>  attempt  refiftance  :  although  the  commons 
might  find  caufe  of  complaint,  as  well  in  theftrift* 
nefs  with  which  the  exerdfes  of  archery  were  en,. 

forced. 
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sic^.L  forced,  as  in  ihenawneftof  that  takiiloti  which 
their  murmurs  alone  had  prevented  from  becom- 
ing a  more  reguUr  and  permanent  foiarGe  of  public 
revenue ;  yet  eveii  they  rofe  in  no  populat  tiimults 
to  check  and  refift  the  courfe  of  the  laws.  An 
^mbaffy  from  E%land,  in  the  m^an  tiitie,  ftrove  to 
vin  James  from  ihc  alliance  of  the  Jlreiich,  and 
frota  giving  his  daughtet-  in  marKag^  to  the  fon  of 
thcMT  king  }  but  could  neither  divert  him  {t6tn  per- 
fevering  in  that  doubtful  neutrality  vrhkh  his  dif- 
cemment  of  the  fnlis  ifttercfts  of  his  kingdom  ftill 
.  induced  him  to  t»aintaln  i  nor  feduce  hiih  to  vio- 
late his  plighted  ^alth  m  t^fped  to  the  ef^oufal 
of  hi&  daught-er^^ 

Ads  of  Am^T  fHiis  tenor  of  s^dmlillfttation',  a^d  this 
iainft  the  progrefe  of  public  affaij^sf;  the  concerns  of  his  in- 
dbi^*^  ternal  government,  which  ^as  the  grand  theatre  of 
bi«  ambition  and  hk  gloi^y,  called  James  ta  a  fort 
of  new  tonqueft  of  the  barWous- '  clans  of  the 
north*  The  pecaKarity  of  theif  Gaelic  fpeeeh  ^^  the 
remotenefs  of  fheir  country  from  the  accefs  of  or- 
der and  civility,  and  the  favage  rodenefs  and  ferocity 
of  their  manners,  rather  than  any  refr'aftory  denial 
of  feahy  to  the  Scottifh  Grown,  had  hitherto  held 
thefe  clans  in  a  ftate  of  lawlefs  anarchy.  At  times, 
the  fovereign  or  his  jufticfary,  when  there  was'  peace 

in 

*  Fordun,  XVI : — J.  Major  :^kene's  A£ts  ; — Mczsray  : 
— Hollmfliod:— Rymcri  Fadcra,  &c. 


/ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Boox  v.]    mSTORT  QF  SCOTLAND.  391 

ia  the  Englifli  tprdef ,  WQi^ld  mtkjta  progrcfe  nDttb.s«cT.  l 
\yar4^  and  ^^.ercife  upon  thofe  difordcrljr  hordes,  v, 


fome  terribly  ijjgcrow  eica^pbs^^  of  crimmal  Juftic^^  t^^'%. 
For  a  mom^ot^  the  exaoiple  migfat  ioaprcfs  a  gene*  . 
ral  and  felutary  tenour.  But^  no  fooner  was  the 
(Jang€i;  qvc i:,  tfee  arm.  qf  tlW  executive  gar^nunaab 
v^ithdis^w^  aiBjdk'S  eye  averted  elfewhece^  than  the  - 
&ud^  the  rapine,  ailL  tbe  Iawte&  liceiEtiQvifiQDe&  o£ 
the  cUn»,  vcere  fttt(  renewed  even  with  wikier  and 
more  fayag^  ff.en^y  than  befoiie.  Never  had  tbe£ei 
feuds.  T^fisn:  to  a  gi:eatec  height  than  nLtius.ficit 
period  qf  Jacnes\  ireign^  before  he  could  fiasd  1^ 
£uxe  tO'  make.  Ufi  firfll  jiifticiaary^poagf^ikuxroithe 
qoi^^ies  q{  the:  iK>rtlu.  THeidiAiird  of  Stsadisa^ 
ver  paKtkui(ii!ly».  3vas  i&hsi^iitfid.by  t&e  clan,  of  the 
^lacliays»  wbofe  reftlefe  ferocky  wa&  imci&flaad^ 
employ.ec^ui  fosjie  eniecpxdfe.of  rapine  oc  bloody 
cantefl:  w^jb  their  ndglibQucs;.  Angna:  Dogevr  Mac- 
kay ,  ti]be  cbieftfliaofc  Sr  at  hnar  er^  with;  hisi  fdit  Kfeil]^ 
^nd  aJl  the-  waniiours:  o£  their; clan,  ia  the  year  one 
tjioufand  &ur  hundred  and  tw^enty^ficc^  i|ietde  a^ 
r,avagipg:  inroad:  into  Caichnefe,  to  fpoilrtte'diftria^ 
and  bring  a^^y  a  bo^tyrini cattle:  and  other  gooddw 
At  Uarpifdoll*  ttey  w^ere  oppofed:  by  the  men*o£ 
Cairf^nefs  ia  a  dfefperate  battle^  from;  whichmeither 
party,  oame:  off.  yii9:Qrious.  The  feud:  was'.relent-i 
lef^ly.  prpfecuted:  with:  all  the  fiendKlike  malignity, 
the  perjevering  vigilance  ani  adivif^!^.  the  artfiii 
ftratagems,  the  carnage-enjoying  fury  of  favagcs  ; 

when 
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^^'^  when  Jimcs  came  in  perfon  to  Invernefs,  to  rc- 
Ci^-v^-Mi  prefs  and  purdlh  this  and  ocher  fimilar  diforders, 
iw-^7-  -Againft  thcfe  chieftsdns  and  their  followers  in  their 
own  territories,  open  force,  however  powerful^ 
would  have  been  employed  in  vain.  Within  their 
'  defiles,  on  the  heights  of  their  mountains,  amidfl; 
their  marihes,  they  might  have  lurked  fecure  from 
capture  by  any  foreign  purfuer.  James  knew  to 
avail  himfelf  even  of  thofe  artifices  and  ftratagems 
in  which  thefe  people  themfelves  excelled.  The 
chieftains  of  Sutherland  and  Caithnefs  were  allured 
to  repair  to  their  Sovereign's  Court  and  Parlia- 
ment at  Invern^s,  at  if  it  had  been  fimply  to  do 
them  honour  and  receive  their  loyal  homage,  nbt 
to  puniih  their  crimes,  that  he  had  come.  No 
fooner,  however,  were  they  within  his  power  at 
Invemefs,  than,  he  arrefted,  and  brought  them  to 
trial.  Some  were  beheaded,  fome  banged,  many 
difperfed  in  cuftody  into  di£Ferent  caftles  of  the 
Lowland  barons.  Others  were  treated  with  lenity, 
,  and  fent  home  in  honour,  to  maintain  the  King's 
peacq  among  their  clans.  Angus  Dow  Mackay, 
being  now  old  and  infirm,  and  having  had  the 
addrefs  to  reoommend  himfelf  to  the  King's  fa- 
vour, was  fent  avray  in  peace.  His  fon  Neill,  a 
y:ounger  man,  in  the  full  vigour  of  his  ftrength 
and  faculties,  appearing  more  likely  to  renew  the 
former  feuds,  was  fent  in  captivity  to  the  caiUe 

of 
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of  the  Bafs,  where  he  was  Ion?  to  remain  a5."CT- 1. 

'  ^  C«AF.  I. 

pnfoner*.  ^^^^y^^ 

A.  D- 

Mai  .37. 

Nor  were  t|ie  people  of  Sutherland  and  Caith-Tranfac- 
nefs,  the  only  clans,  againft  which  James  found  it|h"c"High. 
at  this  time  neceflary  to  draw  the  fword  of  jufticc.^*"^*' 
The  Lord  of  the  Iflcs,  who  was  alfo,  by  inheritance 
from  the  father  of  his  mother,  now  earl  of  Rofs  ; 
had,  however,  rather  ufurped  this  earldom,  than 
obtained  any  legal  enfeoffment  of  it,  under  the 
weak,  inefficient  regency  of  the  late  duke  of  Al- 
bany.    Albany  had  himfelf  claimed  the  fucceflion; 
and  had  failed  to  make  his  claim  effedual,  foleiy 
in  confequence  of  the  remotenefs  of  Rofs-fhire, 
its  contiguity  to  the  Weflem  Ifles,  and  the  great 
local  power  of  the  infular  chieftain  and  his  fami- 
ly.    James   determined  to  difpofTefs   Alexander 
of  the   difputed  earldom,    and   to   annex  it  to 
the  domains  of  the  Crown ;  either  as  an  eftate  of 
fiefF,  which  by  the  failure  of  the  lineal  heirs  male  of 
its  ancient  pofTeffors,  devolved  upon  the  fovereign 
as  the  Lord-Paramount ;  or  as  a  pofTeffion  of  right 
pertaining  to  the  family  of  Albany,  and  forfeited 
with  the  refl  of  their  lands  and  honours.     Alex* 
ander  of  the  Ifles  perfifled  in  ufurping  the  fieff  of  his 
grandfather.  To  feize  the  earldom  of  Rofs,  was  one 
Vol,  III.  D  d  d  principal 
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Sect.  I.  principal  end  of  James's  prefent  jufticiary  progrefs 
through  thefe  northern  counties.  At  the  approach 
of  his  fovereign,  the  infular  chieftain  was  alarmed 
and  confounded  ;  and  being  allured  into  his  King's 
prefence,  before  he  had  entered  into  any  well  con- 
certed fcheme  of  open  rebellion;  fuffered  himfelf  to 
be  eafily  perfuaded  to  fubmit  to  James's  pleafure, 
and  either  to  refign  all  his  pretenfions  to  the  con- 
tefted  earldom,  or  at  left  to  hold  it  on  fuch  condi- 
tions as  James  chofe  to  didate.  A  momentary 
reconciliation  thus  took  place  between  the  monarch 
and  this  proud  baron.  It  was,  however,  on  both 
fides,,  probably  infinccre;  by  Macdonald  confented 
to,  only  for  the  purpofe  of  extricating  himfelf  out 
of  the  danger  to  which  he  was  expofed  at  his  fo- 
vereign's  court ;  propofed  from  the  King,  merely 
as  a  temporary  expedient,  to  conceal  his  purpofes 
till  he  could  aflemble  a  fiprce  fufficient  to  break 
the  ftrength  of  that  moft  powerful  and  turbulent 
of  the  clans.  No  fooner,  therefore,  had  the  chief- 
tain returned  from  the  King's  prefence  to  his  own 
domains,  than  he  renewed  all  his  former  oflFences, 
and  ufurped  the  dominion  of  Rofsfhire,  with  even 
more  of  impotent  tyranny  than  he  ha4  before  ex- 
ercifed.  James,  who  although  he  had  returned! 
fouthward  (rom  Invernefs,  had  not  however  with- 
drawn his  attention  from  the  affairs  of  the  High- 
lands, inftantly  muflered  an  army  of  his  faithful 
^lilitary  vaflals,  and  repaired  again  northward  with 

purpofes 
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purpofes  of  ftern  vengeance.  Macdonald's  army^^^^- 1- 
amounted  now  to  no  fewer  than  ten  thoufand^^^-v^ 
men  :  He  had  burnt  Invernefs*  the  fcene  of  his  .^- ^v^ 
former  humiliation,  and  was  furioufly  advancing 
to  ravage  the  more  fbuthern  counties,  and  to 
avenge  himfelf  of  all  thofe  loyal  tribes  who  had 
lately  at  Invernefs,  fupportcd  the  royalj  authority. 
At  the  news  of  his  fovereign's  approach,  he  again 
retired.  The  royal  army  ftill  advanced.  On  a 
moor  in  Lochaber,  the  two  hofts  encountered  each 
other  in  battle.  At  fight  of  the  royal  banner,  twd 
powerful  tribes,  the  Clan-Chattan  and  the  Clan-t 
Cameron,  deferting  Macdonald,  with  whom  they 
had  come  into  the  field,  feafonably  took  part  with 
the  King,  and  thus  eminently  contributed  to  the 
decifi  ve  vidory  which  he  here  gained. — Soon  after, 
the  Clan-Chattan,  in  a  fudden  fray  which  happen- 
ed while  they  were  met  together  at  church,  cut  oflF 
the  Clan-Cameron  almoft  to  a  man — ^The  infular 
chief,  after  the  battle  in  LocKaber,  no  longer 
able  to  make  head  againfl  the  King's  troops ) 
faw  his  country  feized  in  the  King's  name,  and 
was  himfelf  hunted  about  from  one  lurking-place 
to  another,  till  he  at  laft  began  to  defpair  altoge« 
ther,  even  of  his  perfonal  fafety.  In  this  mifer- 
able  plight,  he  contrived  to  find  his  way  fectetly  to 
Edinburgh,  to  which  the  King  had  now  returned  j 
there  in  a  garb  of  the  moft  abjeft  fubmifBon  and 
extreme  diftrefs,  caft  himfelf  at  the  monarch's  feet 

on 
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ch"p  ^i  ^^  ^  ^^S^  holiday,  before  the  altar  in  the  chapel  of 
the  abbey  of  the  Holy- Rood ;  and  then  humbly 
implored  his  fovereign's  mercy,  declaring  his 
readinefs  to  fubmit  to  whatever  the  King  might 
think  good  to  command  concerning  his  life  and 
fortunes.  His  life  was,  upon  this  fubmifBon,  fpared ; 
but  he  was  fent  in  confinement  to  the  caftle  of 
Tantallan,  there  to  remain  under  the  cuftody  of 
Douglas,  earl  of  Angus.  His  mother  too,  from 
whom  came  all  his  pretentions  to  the  earldom  of 
Rofs,  was  enjoined  to  retire  from  worldy  affairs, 
and  in  the  nunnery  of  I-Columb-kill,  to  fpend 
her  lad  days  in  making  her  peace  with  heav^. — 
But,  while  this  train  of  negotiation  and  war  with 
the  Lord  of  the  Ifles  was  leingthened  out,  and  be- 
fore it  could  be  brought  to  a  termination  fo  happy 
for  the  King's  authority,;  other  feuds  were  ftill  re- 
newed among  others  of  the  northern  clans  ;  feuds 
which  did  not  indeed  originate  in  a  dire£t  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  royal  authority,  but  which  could  not 
be  profecuted  otherwife  than  in  contempt  of  it. 
The  Mackays  murthering  the  pofleflbr  of  the 
eftatc  of  Frefliwick,  became  obnoxious  to  the  fo- 
vereign's  criminal  juftice,  on  account  of  this  flag- 
rant violation  of  that  public  peace  which  it  was  his 
duty  to  guard.  Murray,  chieftain  of  a  fubdivifion 
of  another  clan,  was  commiflioned  to  feize  the 
prime  offender,  Thomas  Mackay.  Murray,  by  his 
promifes  and  perfuafions^  won  Morgan  and  Neill, 

the 
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•     y 

the  brothers  of  Thomas,  to  affift  him  in  feiz-*^^=cT.  i. 
ing  the  criminal.     He  was  fcized  and  executed  at  i 


Invernefs ;  and  his  lands  were  beftowed  upon  ,  ^'  ^• 
Murray,  by  whofe  loyal  exertions  he  had  been 
brought  to  juftice.  Then  Murray,  to  reward  his 
coadjutors,  who  had  betrayed  their  brother,  gave 
them  his  own  two  daughters  in  marriage  ;  and  not 
without  permifTion  from  the  earl  of  Sutherland^  went 
to  put  them  in  poffeffion  of  the  eftate  of  Angus 
Dow  Mackay  ;  who  was  odious  to  the  King,  was 
worn  out  with  the  infirmities  of  age,  had  not  his  fon 
at  hand  to  fight  his  battles,  and  had  been  already 
deflined  to  ruin  and  difpolTeffion  by  the  primary 
compact  between  Murray  and  his  two  fons-in-law. 
The  baftard  fon  of  Angus  Dow  met  the  invaders 
at  a  place  named  Drum-ne-coul ;  and  oppofmg  them 
with  all  the  force  of  his  tribe,  and  with  the  moft 
defperate  and  favage  valour  \  defended  his  father  in 
a  battle  which  was  obftinately  prolonged,  till  few, 
on  either  fide,  were  left  alive.  Old  Angus  Dow 
being  carried  out,  when  the  fight  was  thus  at  an 
end,  to  view  the  bloody  field,  was  flain  by  an  arrow 
from  the  bow  of  a  furvivor  of  the  invaders*  party 
who  had  lurked  behind  a  bufh  after  all  his  fellows 
were  flain.  The  invafion  was  indeed  defeated  ; 
but  almoft  all  the  invaded,  as  well  as  the  invaders, 
were  thus  deftroyed  :  And  the  ba(lard-fon  of  An- 
gus Dow,  who  although  feverely  wounded,  out- 
lived the  battle,  was  oW^d  to  flee  from  the  angry 
^  ,  purfuit 
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stcT.  I.   purfuit  of  the  earl  of  Sutherland ;  and  feek  his 

Cqaf.  I. 

fafety  in  the  Weftern  Ifles.  The  mutual  flaughter 
of  thefe  furious  tribes  by  one  another's  hands,  fo 
effedually  anfwered  the  purpofes  of  public  jufticc ; 
that  James  did  not  find  it  neceffary  to  exert  his 
authority  upon  the  furviving  offenders,  otherwife 
than  by  the  fubordinate  miniftration  of  his  fheriff^s, 
judiciaries,  and  earls*. 

1430.  James's  attention  was  now  elfewhere  more  agree* 
iwM^urt?  aWy  engaged.  His  own  wiflies,  and  thofe  of  his 
"cnti**"  people,  were  now  happily  anfwered  by  the  birth  of 
twin  princes,  whom  his  queen  bore  to  him  in 
the  month  of  Odober,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  thirty.  The  two  royal  infants 
were  with  great  pomp  baptized,  at  the  monaftery 
of  the  Holy  Rood,  by  the  names  of  Alexander  and 
James ;  of  whom  the  firft^bom  died  in  infancy, 
but  James  furvived  to  reign  after  his  father.  At 
the  ceremony  ai&fted  Archibald,  earl  of  Douglas, 
and  many  others  of  the  mod:  eminent  barons  in 
the  kingdom.  Among  thofe  gracious  a£ts  of  royalty 
by  which  James  on  this  occafion  ftrove  to  gratify  his 
fubjeds,  was,  the  conferring  of  the  honour  of  knight* 
hood  upon  a  number  of  noble  youths  who  were  the 
knights  and  companions  in  arms  of  his  infant  fons. 
Among  thefe  was  William  the  fon  and  apparent 
heir  of  the  earl  of  Douglas,  John  the  fon  of  Simeon 

Logan 
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Logan  of  Reftalrig,  James  Edmonfton,  the  fon  of  s^ct.  i. 
William  Crichton  the  King's  chancellor,  with  theui.«v-0 
fon  and  heir  of  William  Borthwick  of  Borthwick.  ^-  ^• 
— Yet  thefe  feftivities,  and  this  cordial  union  of 
the  King  with  his  fubjefts,  could  not  remove  that 
mutual  jealoufy  which  the  feverity  of  his  jufticc, 
and  the  vengeance  he  had  exercifcd  upon  fo  many^ 
of  the  greater  barons,  with  his  ambition  to  exalt 
the  majefty  of  the  Crown  ;  had  excited  between 
him  and  his  nobles.  In  the  year  following,  he 
found  it  necefiary  to  put  the  earl  of  Douglas 
and  John  Kennedy,  both  his  nephews,  under 
arreft,  and  to  fend  them  into  confinement  in  his 
caftles.  It  might  be  merely  jealoufy  in  the  mo- 
narch's own  breaft,  or  the  falfe,  infidious  fug- 
geftions  of  fome  of  his  unfaithful  fervants,  that 
drove  James  to  this  meafure.  But,  the  deci- 
five  vigour  and  boldnefs  with  which  he  was  ac- 
cuftomed  to  anticipate  rifing  confpiracy  and  rebel* 
lion,  had  hitherto  proved  the  grand  fecurities  of 
his  reign.  When  his  wrath  was  appeafed,  or 
vrhtn  the  danger  which  he  ftrove  to  prevent  by 
their  imprifonment,  was  over;  James  liflened  to  the 
interceilion  of  his  queen  and  nobles  in  favour  of 
the  imprifoned  barons;  and  at  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  his  Parliament  at  Perth  in  the  month 
of  Oftober  in  the  year  one  tho^fand  four  hundred 
and  thirty-one,  fet  at  liberty  both  Douglas  and 
Kennedy,  and  was  fully  reconciled  to  them, — ^Do- 
nald 
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Qald  Balloch,  coufm  to  the  Lord  of  the  Ifles,  har« 
ing,  in  the  mean  time,  excited  new  difturbances, 
and  new  oppofition  to  the  royal  authority  in  Rofs- 
fhire }  having  flain  Alan  earl  of  Caithnefs,  and  de- 
feated a  troop  which  this  Alan,  with  Alexander 
earl  of  Marre,  had  conducted  againft  him  ;  and 
having  then  fled  from  the  monarch's  wrath,  and 
taken  refuge  in  Ireland  :  The  King  began  to  fee, 
that  it  would  be  vain  to  hope  for  any  permanent 
compofure  of  the  difturbances  among  the  barba- 
rous people  of  Kofsfliire  and  the  Ifles,  otherwife 
than  through  the  intervention  of  Macdonald  whom 
he  had  detained  in  confinement.  At  the  fame 
parliament,  therefore,  he  fet  Macdonald  alfo  at  li- 
berty ;  and  reftoring  to  him  the  forfeited  earldom 
cf  Rofs,  as  well  as  his  former  principality  of  the 
Ifles ;  fent  him  to  re-eftablifli  order  within  his  do- 
mains, and  to  caufe  the  King's  peace  to  be  refped- 
ed  by  the  clans  who  were  attached  to  Macdonald's 
caufe. — The  earl  of  Douglas,  in  the  mean  time, 
called  abroad  by  the  neceflities  of  his  aflfairs  in 
France,  and  fearful  that  James's  wrath,  when  next 
kindled  againft  him,  might  perhaps  prove  mortal ; 
fought  permiifion  to  go  abroad  to  take  poifeilion 
of  that  Duchy  of  Touraine  which  the  gratitude  of 
Charles  the  Seventh  of  France  had  formerly  be- 
ftowed  upon  his  father.  This  permii&on  was  eafl- 
ly  granted  by  James ;  who  although  jealous  of  the 
power  of  Douglas,  feems  to  have  wanted  any  juft 

pretext^ 
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pretexts  to  cut  him  off;  and  was  therefore  not^"^'*'-^^- 
forry  to  fee  this  powerful  earl  go  into  a  fort  oh 


honourable  exile,  where  he  could  not — either  by  ,^'^^7. 
combination  with  his  fellow- fubjefts,  or  even  by 
the  refpeft  with  which  the  monarch  found  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  treat  fo  potent  a  baron, — overawe  the 
royal  authority,  or  check  the  execution  of  any  new 
meafures  which  James  might  be  induced  to  take 
for  the  purpofe  of  enlarging  the  prerogatives,  and 
augmenting  the  poffeffions  of  the  Crown,  In  the 
abfence  of  the  earl  of  Douglas  himfelf,  and  during 
the  reign  of  fuch  a  prince  as  James,  it  was  impof- 
fible  that  there  (hould  not  arife  many  occafions  - 
for  diminifhing  that  exorbitant  jurifdidlion,  wliich 
the  earls  of  Douglas  had  gradually  acquired,  for 
detaching  many  of  the  dependents  on  their  houfe, 
and  for  even  reducing  perhaps  their  eftates  within 
narrower  limits*. 

The  concerns  of  trade,  and  the  courtefies  of jamc.'*  at* 
Icingly  correfpondence  with  foreign  princes  and  |hc^in"e!° 
[lates,  were,  in  the  mean  time,  not  neglefted  by[pfdc°^an4 
fames.     Among  the  ftatutes  enafted  in  his  fre- 
quent parliaments,  many  had  for  their  objeft  the 
egulation  of  the  concerns  of  money,  navigation, 
md  commerce.     A  lai'ge  Italian  veffel  had  in  Ofto- 
)er,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
wenty-five,  been  broken"  by  a  tempeft  in  Leith* 

Vol.  hi.  E  e  e  '  Road, 
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Chap.  I. 


Road,  and  its  fhattcred  remains  caft  on  (hore  at 
Graiiton.     By.  this  and  other  fini^ilar  incidents,  the 
neceflity  was  fuggefted  of  a  law  to  regulate  the 
property  of  (hip wrecked  veffels  and  their  cargoes  : 
And  James  took  care  to  have  it  enafted  by  his 
parliament,  that  the  Ihipwrecked  veffels  of   any 
nation  Ihould  be  either  plundered  and  appropri- 
ated, or  fpared,  juft  as  the  people  of  that  nation 
were  themfelves  wont  to  aft,  in  regard  to  Scottifli 
fliips  wrecked  upon  their  coafts  ;  for  the  laws  of 
nations  were  as  yet  far  from  being  univerfally  af- 
certained  and  obferved  in  Europe,  in  refpeft  to 
the  objefts  of  navigation  and  commerce  ;  and  the 
principle  of  equal  retaliation  borrowed  from  the 
law  of  Mofes,  through  the  medium  of  the  canons 
of  the  church,  had  ftill  an  extenfive  operation  in 
the  fyftem  of  the  lawfe  of  Scotland.     Offended 
with  the  States  of  Flanders,  James  had  commanded  - 
his  Scottiffi  merchants  to  transfer  their  trade  for  a 
time  from  the  harbours  of  Flanders,  to  the  port  of 
Middelburgh  in  Zealand.     An  embaffy  from  the 
Flandrians  came  to  appeafe  his  refentment  for  the 
injuries  fuffered  by  the  Scottifli  merchants  in  their 
harbours,  before  the  King's  return  out  of  England, 
and  to  folicit  his  permiflion  for  his  merchants  oncc^ 
more  to  trade  with  them  as  formerly.     Their  con- 
ceflions  and  cxcufes,  and  the  new  privileges  they 
offered  to  win  back  the  Scottifli  trade,  prevailed  ; 
and  James  permitted  the  renewal  of  a  commercial 

inlercourfe. 
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intercourfc,  which  promifed  to  be  beneficial  to  hi$^«cT.  i. 
fubjefts.     For  fome  time  immediately  previous  to  ,„g^-v^ 
this  new  commercial  treaty,  the  Flemings  had  even  j^'  ^' 
granted  letters  of  marque  againft  the  (hips  of  Scot-hi,  ^qh^j 
land)  and  inflided  innumerable  mifchiefs  upon  the!"  l""^?^ 

'•  »  to  fnrciga 

Scottifh  trade,  which  chiefly  the  reverence  enter- **'>on^. 
tain^d  for  the  charafter  of  James  among  foreign 
nations,  now  induced  them  thus  gladly  to  forbear* 
Since  the  death  of  Margaret  of  Norway,  heirefs  of 
the  Scottifh  Crown,  the  intercourfe  between  Nor- 
way and  Scotland  had  been  almoft  wholly  fufpend- 
ed.  The  tribute  for  the  Hebudian  IQes,  and  the 
remains  of  thofe  funis  of  money  which  had  become 
due  to  Eric  of  Norway,  frpm  the  inheritance  of 
his  wife  and  daughter,  remained  ftill  due  from 
Scotland  to  the^  Norwegian  Crown,  To  renew^ 
therefore,  the  ancient  intercourfe  with  Norway, 
and  to  fix  equitable  terms  for  the  payment  of  the 
debt,  fuch  as  might  avert  any  fudden  defcent  from 
Norway  upon  the  northern  or  weftern  coafls  of 
Scotland  ;  James  difpatched  thither  on  an  embafiy, 
William  Crichton  his  chancellor,  and  William 
Fowlis  the  keeper  of  his  private  feal,  with  a  fuit-  / 
able  train  of  attendants.  Thefe  ambalTadors  were 
honourably  received  at  the  Norwegian  Court,  and 
liappily  acquitted  themfelves  fo  well  of  the  bufinefs 
of  their  embaiTy,  that  they  obtained  a  free  difcharge 
for  the  arrears  of  the  tribute  and  other  debts,  and 
procured  the  future  payment  of  the  tribute  to  be 

fettled 
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Sect.  I.    fettled  at  the  eafy  Aim  of  anhtindred  pounds  fter- 
^jor^o  ling  a  year*. 

A.  D.  " 

Thus  on  all  hands  profperous,  and  prevailing 
over  the  turbulence  of  his  nobles,  even  as  a  man 
of  wifdom  and  ftrength  might  prevail  over  a  rabble; 
or,  a^  a  foldier  armed  with  fire-arms,  over  a  com- 
pany of  miferable  favages  having  nothing  with 
which  to  annoy  him  but  fharpened  fticks  ;  James 
determined  to  proceed  ftill  farther  in  refuming  the 
ancient  grants  of  the  Crowil ;  ahd  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  thlrty-four,  procured  a 
decree  ofh^s  parliament,  by  which  the  ancient  for- 
feiture of  the  earldom  of  March  was  declared  to  be 
ftill  in  force,  and  that  ad  of  the  firft  duke  of  Al- 
bany  was  annulled,  by  which  March  and  his  family 
had  been  reftored  to  their  forfeited  pofTefBons.  It 
Was  natural,  th^t  James  fhould  ftill  retain  fome  re- 
mains of  refentment  againft  a  family  which  had 
occafioned  the  firft  mifchiefs  to  his  unfortunate 
elder  brother,  and  had  fo  daringly  rebelled  againft 
Forfeitare  his  father.  So  confidcrable  a  caftle  as  that  of 
Somof"**Dunbar,  fituate  fo  immediatelyupon  the  Englifli 
Dunbar,  frontier,  was, — while  Berwick  and  Roxburgh  ftill 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Englilh, — a  pofleffioa 
exceedingly  defireable  to  the  Crown,  and  almoft 
too  importaitt  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  a  fubjeft. 
In  the  attainder  of  i^lbany  and  his  fons,  in  almoft 

the- 
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the  whole  train  of  the  afts  of  the  lejriflature  ands«cT.  i. 

Cbap.  L 

the  meafures  of  the  executive  government,  ever, 
fince  that  period ;  that  principle  had  been  received, 
upon  which  the  earldom  of  March  was  now  de- 
clared to  belong  immediately  to  the  King.     It  was 
enforced  by  a  procefs  regularly  inftituted,  and  con- 
duced before  the  parliament,  as  well  by  procura-> 
tors  on  the  part  of  Dunbar, — as,  in  oppofition  to 
them,  by  the  proper  ofGcers  of  the  Crown.     But, 
the  King  had  already  taken  Dunbar  hinifelf  into 
cuftody  ;  and  had,  in  tlie  earl's  abfence,  procured 
the  caftle  to  be  furrendered  to  Grichton  his  chan- 
cellor, and  Hepburn  of  Hales ;  who  having  prefent- 
ed  the   King's    letters-patent,   commanding  this 
furrender  to  thofe  who  held  the  caftle  for  Dunbar 
their  abfent  lord ;  were  refpeftfuUy  received  and 
obeyed  by  them,  without  any  intermediate  delay 
for  orders  from  their  mafter.     Thus  James  faw  his 
Crown  once  more  enriched  with  fair  caftles  and  am- 
ple domains;  and  had  made  himfelf  a  King  indeed, 
by  the  recovery  of  thole  poffeffions  which  had  been 
alienated  by, the  negligence  or  rapacity  of  the  fa- 
mily of  his  uncle.     The  dukedom  of  Albany,  the 
earldoms  of  Fife,  Menteith,  and  Lennox,  had  been 
acquired  .by  the  punifliment  of  the  princes  exjecu- 
,ted  for  treafon  at  Stirling :  the  earldom  of  Buchan 
had  been  legally  inherited  by  him  from  his  coufin 
the  famous  conftable  of  France,  who  fell  in  the 
battle  of  Verneuil :  that  of  Marre,  too,  had  lately 
'  devolved 
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devolved  to  the  Crown,  in  confequence  of  the  death  of 
its  earl,  a  grandfon  of  Robert  the  Second,  and  one  of 
the  diftinguifhed  warriours  of  the  age.  The  earldom 
of  Strathern  alfo  had  been  perhaps  fomewhat  un- 
juftly  feized  by  James  upon  the  death  of  his  uncle 
David,  its  earl,  without  other  heirs  than  a  daugh- 
ter, who  was  upon  fome  pretext  to  be  excluded 
from  the  inheritance :  To  all  thefe  pofleffions, 
James  now  added  the  earldom  bf  March ;  few 
new  grants  were  beftowed  away  out  of  thefe  ac- 
quiiltions  :  Scarcely  ever  before  therefore  had  the 
domains  of  the  Crown  been  at  any  one  time  fo 
extenfive.  Yet^  although  Dunbar  was  thus  depriv- 
ed of  the' ancient  poflei&on  of  his  family;  James 
foon  after  conferred  on  him,  inftead  of  it,  the  earU 
dom  of  Buchan ;  and  granted,  befides^  an  annuity 
to  be  paid  to  him  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  earU 
dom  of  Match.  Of  the  great  barons  there  remain- 
ed now  only  the  earl  of  Douglas^  the  moft  powerful 
of  them  all,  whofe  greatnefs  could  prove  formida- 
ble to  the  Crown,  or  the  largenefs  of  whofe  pofef- 
fions  could  attraft  the  avarice  of  the  monarch.  It 
may  be,  that  James  waited  only  a  feafonable  oppor- 
tunity to  level  the  pride  of  the  houfe  of  Douglas, 
as  that  of  the  family  of  Albany  had  been  already 
overthrown*. 

Margaret  the  daughter  of  James,  who  was 
already  betrothed  in  marriage  to  Lewis,  the  fon 

and 
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and  heir  of  the  French  King,  was  now  in  the  thir-SicT.  i. 
tecnth  year  of  her  age.     No  events  had  intervened  v 


which  might  have  difpofed  either  James  or  Charles  ,^' ^1 
to  recede  from  their  former  engagement  for  the 
marriage  of  their  children :  the  alliance  of  the  two 
nations,  the  Scots  and  the  French,  was  ftill  reci- 
procally necefTary  to  each  of  them  as  a  fupport 
againft  the  enmity  and  the  power  of  the  Englifli. 
The  inextinguifhable  hatred  of  the  Scots  to  a  people 
who  were  fo  much  the  foes  of  France,  was  to  Mar- 
garet a  rich  dowry  to  recommend  her  to  an  hudT- 
band,  whofe  father  the  Englifh  ftill  drove  to  de- 
throne.     An   embafly  from   France,   therefore,  Marriage 
having  come  to  demand  his  bride  to  the  young S^JgScr* 
dauphin,  was  courteoufly  received,  and  gratified ^^j^J^*^^^*"' 
with  immediate  preparations  for  fending  away  the  France, 
princefs,  in  compliance  with  their  requeft.     So 
odious  was  ftill  taxation  to  all  ranks  of  his^  fub- 
je£ts,  that  James  in  vain  endeavoured  to  levy  even 
that,  feudal  tax  which,  by  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  law  of  fieffs,  was  payable  by  all  vaflaU 
to  their  fuperior  lord,  for  the  purpofeof  making 
up  a  fuitable  dowry  up(Hi  the  marriage  of  his  eldeft 
daughter.     Some  fcanty  fums  were  obtained ;  buc 
thefe  fo  wholly  inadequate  to  the  demands  and  ne- 
ceffities  of  the  monarch,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  paid  . 
with  fuch  reluctance  and  difcontent ;  that  James, 
whether  indignantly  or  gracioully,  ordered  all  that 
had  been  thus  levied,  to  be  reftored  to  the  confri- 

butors. 
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Sect.  I.  butoFS.  From  the  barons,  however,  and  prelates, 
he  courtcoufly  requefted  a  diflferent  contribution 
under  the  name  of  a  benevolenceyloan^  <>^free  gift^ 
which,  in  this  way,  they  more  chearfiiUy  and  libe- 
rally gave.  A  fleet  was  then  fitted  out  under  the 
command  of  the  bifhop  of  Brechin,  and  the  earl  of 
Orkney.  A  fplendid  company  of  knights  and 
ladies  prepared  to  efcort  the  young  princefs  to  the 
court  of  her  father-in-law ;  and  in  the  fpring  of 
the  year  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty-Hx, 
Margaret,  with  this  gay  train  of  attendants,  failed 
for  France.  The  Englifli  aware  of  this  nuptial 
voyage,  had  hopes  of  intercepting  Margaret,  as 
her  father  had  been  intercepted  before.  An  £ng- 
lifii  fleet  was  fent  to  cruize  upon  the  courfeby 
which  it  ^as  probable  that  the  Scots  would  fail. 
They  vigilantly  watched  the  approach  of  the  Scots. 
,But,  while  the  expefted  prize  did  not  yet  appear, 
a  rich  fleet  of  Flemifli  merchant-veflels,  laden  with 
wines  from  Rochelle,  fuddenly  coming  in  view, 
attraded  the  chace  of  the,EBglifli,  and  became 
their  prey.  At  the  very  infliant  when  the  Englifli 
were  in  purfuit  of  the  Flemings,  the  Scottifh  fleet 
came  up  nearly  in  the  fame  courfe,  in  which  their 
enemies  had  at  firft  waited  to  intercept  them ;  and 
thus  fortunately  efcaping,  conveyed  their  young 
princefs  and  her  train  in  fafety  into  the  harbour 
of  Rochelle.  She  was  there  fondly  and  honour- 
ably received  with  all  her  attendants.    The  mar- 
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riacre  was  foon  afcer  eonfummated  and  then  the^*^^*  ^ 
greater  part  of  thofe  who  had  accompanied  her  tov 


France  returned  home,  with  the  news  of  their  hap*  ,ti\?i» 
py  voyage*  and  of  the  celebration  of  the  nuptials^b 

But,  this  now  completed  alliance  with  the  royai 
family  of  France^  and  the  hoftiiity  with  which  the 
Englifli  had  endeavoured  to  intercept  his  daughter 
on  b^r  paflage  to  that  country^  left  it  no  longer 
poflible  for  James  not  to  renew  the  ancient  warfare  . 
with  £ngland4  While  the  Englifli,  under  the  comw 
mand  of  the  earl  of  Northumberland^  began  to 
tnake  plundering  incurfions  into  the  border-terri- 
toi^ies  of  Scotland  ;  the  Scdts^  on  the  bther  hind, 
at  the  order  of  their  King,  mudered  a  force  in  their 
fouth-eaft  counties,  to  invade,  or  to  repulfe  inva- 
fion*  William,  earl  of  Angus^  with  Hepburn  of^f^ic  of 
Hailes,  Elphinfton  of  Eiphinfton^  and  Ramfay  of  '^'  ^ 
Daihoufie,  were  the  leaders  of  the  Scottifli  force» 
and  were  followed  by  a  body  of  about  four  thou- 
fand  gallant  warriours  varioufly  armed»  At  Pip* 
perden,  among  the  bafes  of  the  ChevioNhills,  con- 
tiguous to  the  fmall  brook  of  Brammifh,  the  two 
armies  met  in  battle.  A  fliarp  conteft  there  enfu- 
ed,  but  ended  favourably  for  the  Scots,  without  aily 
confiderabl^  lofs  upon  their  fide«  Of  the  Englifh, 
about  five  hundred  were  made  prifoners )  few  of 
note,  were  fiain.  The  confequences  of  this  ren- 
VoL.IlI.  Fff  counter 
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c"V  I.  ^^^"^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^  cither  remarkably  ofefiil  to 
u^-v**o  the  Scots,  or  hurtful  to  the  Englifli :  And  yet,  (o 
;^^i^^j,  many  prifoners  taken,  among  whom  there  could 
not  but  be  feveral  men  of  rank  and  wealth,  were  a 
rich  booty  which  would  bring  confiderable  fuau 
of  ranfom :  %nd  it  was  fomewhat  to  have  gained  m 
the  firft  hc^iUties,  an  advantage  which  might  en- 
courage the  Scottifli  foldiers  to  hope  for  equal 
good  fortune  in  the  future  profecution  of  the  war. 
Either  mufquets  or  larger  artillery,  are  ^i^  to  have 
been  employed  with  confido-able  eSed  in  this  en- 
gagement*. 

st^f^  '  To  profecute  the  hoftilities  thus  commenced 
cdUc.  with  that  vigorous  and  perfevering  adivity  which 
diftinguiflied  his  chara&er ;  James  foon  after  af- 
fembled  his  military  vaffals ;  for  he  had  not  yet 
been  able  to  fwm  even  a  fingle  troop  of  guards, 
.  or  to  maintain  any  mercenary  foldiers  ;  and  went 
t>n  an  expedition  to  recover  Roxburgh^caftle.  This 
caftle,  one  of  the  ftrongeft.  places  poffefled  by  the 
£ngli(h  on  the  Scottifli  frontier,  had  remained  in 
their  hands  ever  fince  the  asra  of  the  firft  fucceffes 
of  Edward  Balli<^ ;  and  its  recovery  would  there- 
fore be  eminently  glorious  to  James's  reign.  Sir 
Ralph  Grey  was  the  Englifli  commander  in  the 
place ;  he  had  under  his  authority,  a  ftrong  garri- 
fon  ;  and  4here  was  no  deficiency  of  the  ftores  re- 

quifite 
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quifite  for  fuftainihg  even  a  tedious  fiege.    James's  ^*<^-  '• 
army  was  numerous^  and  well-appointed  i  the  ez*wv^ 
ercifes  iti  archery  which  be  had  caufed,  his  psHrlia*   ^P*^ 
ments  to  prefcribe,  had  {nrepared  them  to  contend 
againft  the  Englifh  bowmen  with  better  hopes  than 
they  could  before  entertain  :  he  had  procured  par* 
ticularly  one  large  j^ece  of  artillery  from  Flanders^ 
<^  a  remarkable  fize,  and  better  fitted  than  the  an* 
cient  engines  to  make  an  impreffion  upon  beiieged 
walls.     When  the  garrifon  refufed  to  furrender  at 
the  fummons  ^  the  Scots»  the  place  was  regularly 
invefted;  and  every  effort  was  made  to  open  breach* 
es  in  the  walls,  and  to  reduce  the  befi^ged  to  the 
neceffity  of  fubmiffion.    But»  in  the  mean  while» 
James  began  tQ  find  himfielf  all  at  once,  unfafe,  in 
the  midft  of  fo  many  barons,  whofe  pride  he  ha4 
checked,  whofe  crimes  he  had  puniflied,  ils^hofe 
licence  he  had  reftrained,  whom  he  had  ftripped 
of  various  poffeffions  unjuftly  acquired.    Divided 
and  fcattered  over  the  kingdom,  each  at  his  own 
caftle,  and  upon  his  own  lands,  they  could  not 
well  make  themfelves  formidable  to  their  fovereiga 
who  might  have,  at  all  times  about  him,  a  force 
more  confiderable,  than  any  one  of  them  could 
eafily  muften     ABTembled  together,  and   having 
their  King  in  the  midft  of  them,  they  were  more 
powerful  againft  him:   The  knights  and  batons 
immediately  conneded  with  him,  and  enjoying  the 
coi^dence  of  his  councils,  could  fcarcely  make 

more 
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Sect,  t  more  than  an  inconfiderable  part  of  the  whole  afi 
u^->n««;  femblage  of  his  military  vaflals  i  The  reft  might 
»4ai*37-  "^^  cafily  aflbciate,  confpire,  and  deftroy  their 
fovereign,  or  make  him  their  prifoner,  and  ofurp 
his  power.  At  his  frequent  parliaments,  there  had 
been  occafionally  a  numerous  attendance  of  hii 
vaffals }  but  at  thofe  times,  th<  armed  attendants 
of  the  greater  part  of  thofe  vaflkls,  were  compara* 
tiveiy  few ;  of  the  inferior  people,  but  a  fmall  num* 
ber  were  permitted  to  be  prefent ;  and  the  force  of 
thofe  who  were  devoted  to  the  immediate  fervice 
of  the  King,  was  always  eafily  fuperior  to  that  of 
^11  the  reft,  and  fuiEcient  to  overawe  and  reftrain 
fhem«  Here  every  thing  was  different.  Befides, 
every  fucceeding  year  of  James's  reign,  doing 
fomewhat  ihore  for  the  eftablifliment  of  civil  order ; 
withdrawing  from  his  barons  fome  jorifdi£tion 
which  they  had  abufed,  or  fome  pofleffion  which 
they  had  violently  or  fraudulently  ufurped  ;  intro- 
ducing ftill  new  regulations,  more  civilized  and  re- 
fined in  their  nature  and  tendency,  than  that  their 
fcope  could  be  frtUy  comprehended  by  thofe  who 
were  commanded  to  obey  them ;  grafping  ftill  fame- 
thing  more  of  wealth  and  of  authority,  to  aggran- 
dize the  Crown  ;  and  perhaps  rendering  James's 
temper  ftill  more  gloomy  and  fevere,  and  bis  fway 
ftill  more  arbitrary  and  haughty  than  before :  Year 
after  year  had  thus  contributed,  notwithftanding  all 
|us  virtueft,and  all  the  patriotifm  of  his  government, 

to 
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toeftrange  from  him  ftill  moreandmore  the  minds  of  s>ct.  l    . 
his  nobks,  and  to  make  them  wait  with  impatience  v 


for  the  feafon  of  war,  when  they  might  find  a  time  to   '^  p* 
avenge  all  their  real  or  imaginary  wrongs.    Whe-J«m« 
ther  then  it  were  merely  the  gloomy  jealoufy  ofhruktl 
James's  temper  alarmed  at  feeing  himfelf  furroiind*^£\^^ 
ed  by  fo  many  men,  of  whom  a  number  might^**'^ 
poffibly  be  his  fecret  enemies  ;  whether  his  barons 
became  openly  refra^ofy  and  infolent,  or  aflbciated 
in  fecret  cabals  ;  whether  he  received  information 
of  the  exiftence  of  fome  conipiracy  againft  his  life^ 
which  he  could  not  defeat  by  any  bold  exertion 
of  his  power ;  or  whether  the  military  ftores  which 
he  had  provided  were  entirely  confumed,  and  he 
could  not  longer  detain  fo  numerous  an  hod  in 
aftual  fervice  in  the  field  1  Certain  it  is,  that  after 
having  for  about  fifteen  days  befieged  the  caftle  of 
Roxburgh ;  while  there  was  fair  reafon  to  exped^ 
that  it  might  within  no  long  time,  be  compelled  to 
furrender  to  his  arms  ;  James  fuddenly  diibanded 
his  forces,  abandoned  the  fi^e  of  Roxburgh,  and 
returned  in  hafte  to  his  favourite  feat  at  the  Car^ 
thui^  monaftery  which  lie  had  lately  ereded  at 
Perth.    If  his  borons  had  indeed  concerted  any    ^^ 
fcheme  for  feizing  his  perfon,  and  compelling  him    ' 
to  mould  Ae  meafures  of  his  government  to  their 
wiihes;  he  might  thus  feem  to  himfelf  to  have 
efcaped  out  of  their  hands,  and  to  have  gsunecl 
time  for  planning  new  puniihments,  and  for  pre« 

parity 
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sccT.  I.    paring  new  meafures  of  reftraint  and  revenge  to 
^^p«.yl«^  be  carried  into  execution,  afloon  as  a  new  {>arlia« 
^  ^r    mcnt  could  prudently  be  called*. 

HeUtfca-  BuT,  Jamcs's  precautions  were  to  prove  rain : 
Ordered  l\t  was  dcftiued  to  fall  by  the  band  of  confpiracy. 
tf  Peftii*  jjg  i^j^^j  ^^j  jQjjg  returned  to  Perth,  whei^  his  nnde 
Walter,  earl  of  Athole,  Robert  Graham  tutor  to  a 
youth  of  the  fiime  family,  who  had  pretenfions  to 
the  earldom  of  Strathern,  and  Robert  Stewart  the 
grandibn  of  Athole,  affuming  fome  meaner  accom- 
plices; to  aid  their  guilty  purpofe,  refolved  to  rid 
themfelves  of  a  fovereign  whofe  longer  life  might 
prove  fatal  to  didr  lafety,  and  by  whofe  death  the 
<dd  earl  of  Athole  particularly  might  probably 
make  his  way  to  the  higheft  pre-eminence  of  pow- 
er. Perhaps  this  con^iracy  had  been  firft  con- 
trived during  the  late  fruitlefe  expedition  againft 
Roxburgh  ;  perhaps  it  was  the  effed  of  refolution 
now  emboldened,  or  of  fear  rendered  defperate  in 
confequimce  c^  thofe  drcumftances  which  had  at- 
tended the  abandoniag  of  that  enterprise.  It  was, 
unhappily,  but  too  fuccefsfuL  Athole  had  ever 
been  the  favourite  uncle  of  James ;  young  Robert 
Stewart,  as  his  kinfinan,  and  a  youth  of  no  unpro- 
mifing  talents,  was  brought  up  with  the  m<^ 
friendly  kindnefs  about  bis  court ;  even  Graham 

was 
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was  not  held  at  a  diftance^  as  a  perfon  injured  or^'^^*  ^ 
hated,  but  was  trufted  and  employed  as  a  faithful  v 


fervant.  In  vain,  therefore;  had  James  difmi&d  .ilt^l* 
his  army :  The  mifchief  clung  too  clofely  to  his 
bofom,  to  be  thus  eafily  ihaken  o£F.  On  the  night  ' 
of  the  twenty-firft  of  February,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty-feven,  young 
Stewart  and  Graham,  with  feven  of  their  accom- 
plices, burfting  into  their  fovereign's  bed-chamber^ 
cruelly  a&ffinated  him  with  many  wounds, — ^while 
he  Ikt  at  fupper ;  wounding  alfo  his  queen  who 
ftrove  to  proted  his  life,  byexpofing  her  own 
body  to  their  daggers ;  and  having  firft  flain  Wal- 
ter Straiton,  a  donieftic  fervant,  then  in  wauting 
upon  him,  who  was  the  firft  to  oppofe  thdr  en- 
trance into  the  chamber.  None  were  near  to  bring 
timely  aid  to  fave  their  foverdgn's  life :  None,  ex- 
cept Sir  David  Dunbar  who  haftened  from  the 
town,  came  to  intercept  the  retreat  of  the  mur- 
therers.  Snatching  the  fword  from  the  bleeding 
body  of  his  prince,  Dunbar  indignantly  purfued 
the  aflaffins;  but  in  vun;  diey  wounded  him 
leverely  in  the  arm,  and  efcaped  from  his  pur- 
fttk*. 

But  they  could  not  long  efcape  the  vengeance 
of  their  country.    After  his  death,  it  appeared  hew    , 
dear  James  had  rendered  himfdf  to  all  his  fubjeds, 

notwitb- 
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Sect.  I.  notwithftanding  the  wholefome  rigour  of  his  go* 
%t00y^  vernment,  atad  the  means  which  he  fo  affiduoufly 
M^ukJir.  CD^P^^ycd  for  the  aggrandizement  of  the  majefty 
of  the  Crown.  From  all  quarters^  the  baronsi 
prelates,  and  commonalty  of  the  kingdom^  eagerly 
repaired  to  Perth,  at  the  firft  news  of  the  treafon- 
able  aflaifination  by  which  their  fovereign  h^d  there 
perifhed*  With  all  the  adivity  that  uncontroul- 
able  rage  could  prompt,  they  inftantly  purfued^ 
feized,  and  brought  the  murtherers  to  juftice. 
Their  condemnation  was  inftant  and  furious.  New 
and  unheard*of  punilhments  werd  devifed,  in  order 
to  render  the  fufferiilgs  of  their  execution  comt^ 
menfurate  with  the  heinous  atrocity  of  their  guiltt 
All  the  fuperior  critnihalicy  of  Athole  was  reveali* 
ed :  Some  witch  or  wi^rd  had  anciently  foretold 
to  him,  that  he  ihould,  one  day,  wear  a  crown ; 
having  his  guilty  ambition  thus  goaded  on,  he  had 
contrived  various  mifchievous  machinations  againft 
the  other  branches  of  his  own  family ;  with  him 
had  originated  the  idea  of  the  confpiracy  which  had 
cut  fhort  the  life  of  James :  Graham^  youdg  Stew*- 
art,  and  their  other  accomplioes,  were  but  puppets 
Tbe  s&f.  moved  by  his  hands*  Athole,  thus  atrocioufly  cri* 
tfied.  ^^*  minal,  with  his  accomplices,  were  carried  to  Edin^ 
burgh,to  undergo  the  deftined  punifliment.  Athdle's 
fufferings  were,  ^th  fomething  of  that  horrible  re- 
finement in  cruelty  which  the  favages  of  America 
have  b«en  faid  to  exercife  upon  their  victims  taken 

in 
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in  war, — ^protrafted  for  the  fpace  of  three  fuccef-^'=c^-  ^• 
five  days.  On  the  firft  of  thefe  days,  he  was  ftrip*v,i^-v-vj 
ped  naketi,  and  dragged  fcveral  times  backward  t^^y^'. 
and  forward  through  the  town ;  after  which,  in 
derifory  fulfilment  of  the  witch's  prophecy  in 
which  he  trufted, » he  had  a  crown  of  red-hot  iron 
publicly  fet  upon  his  head.  On  the  fecond  day 
he  was  dragged  at  the  horfes'  tails  through  the 
different  ftreets  of  the  town.  On  the  third  day, — 
for  lie  was  not  yet  dead, — his  bowels  were  torn 
out  from  his  living  body,  and  burnt  before  his 
eyes  ;  after  which  he  was  beheaded,  his  corpfe  yet 
warm  and  quivering  with  life,  was  quartered,  and 
the  parts  were  fent  to  be  expofed  in  the  four  prin^ 
cipal  to.wns  of  the  kingdom.  Robert  Stewart, 
who  bad  been  merely  the  tool  of  his  grandfather's 
villainy,  was  only  hanged  and  quartered.  Robert 
Graham  who  had  been  the  a£tual  perpetrator  of 
the  parricidal  deed,  was  ftill  more  cruelly  tortured 
even  than  Athole.  Several  of  the  meaner  accom- 
plices were  only  hanged,  without  being  fubjefted 
to  lengthened  torments.  And  even  the  innocent 
relations  of  the  affaffins  did  not  efcape  fuiFering 
for  their  crime*. 

It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  (ketch  the  charaftcr  ofcharaacr 
James,  after  having  thus  related  the  tranfadions  of°^J*"'"' 
his  reign.     All  the  faculties  of  his  foul,  all  the 

Vol.  111.         .  ,  G  g  g  paflions 
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8bct.  I.    pailions  of  his  heart,  were  exerted  in  all  their 
energy  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  government. 
Among  the  Scottiih  nobles,  he  appeared  as  a  man 
among  children  ;  as  a  perfon,  adorned  with  all  the 
accomplifliments  of  civilization,  among  a  horde  of 
ravages ;  as  fome  angel  fent  from  heaven,  on  an 
errand  of  chaftifements  among  the  erring,  refrac- 
tory, aftoniihed  mortals  whom  he  comes  to  punifh. 
The  two  mod  ftriking  qualities  of  his  underftand- 
ing  appear  to  have  been,  that  keen^  perfficaciom 
difcernment  of  mind,  by  which  he  could  corre&ly 
diftinguifh  his  own  true  intere(l$,  as  a  man,  and  as 
a  monarch, — together  with  that  enlarged  compre- 
henfion  of  intelle^y  which  enabled  him  to  a£t  upoa 
an  extenfive  and  fldifuUy  compared  fyftem  of  pO'» 
licy,  within  which  all  his  views  and  meafures  were 
embraced,  and  to  the  accompliihment  of  which 
all  the  ads  of  his  government  conftantly  referred. 
Other  princes  and  ftatefmen  have  been  content  to 
glide  down  the  current  of  events,  without  endea- 
vouring to  regulate  by  their  own  exertions  the 
courfe  of  the  bark  in  which  they  failed, — qr  ufing 
pnly  occafional  and  commonly  fruitlefs   efforts, 
here  to  avoid  a  (hallow,  or  there  to  recede  from 
the  headlong  violence  of  the  ftreams :  James  aftcd 
as  a  mafter  mariner  and  pilot ;  by  the  (kilful  ma- 
nagement of  the  fails,  the  oars,  the  helm — domi- 
neering over  all  external  circumftances,  making 
ivinds  and  feas  obey  his  voice,  holding  h|s  unvari- 
ed ' 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Book  V.]      HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.  419 

ed  courfe,  in  fpite'of  every  obftacle,  to  the  diftant^'CT.i. 
fliore  for  which  he  has  fet  fail.     A  third  ftrikingv 


feature  in  the  charafter  of  James's  mind,  was  part-  i^j!]^, 
ly  the  refult  of  thofe  qualities  of  his  underftanding 
which  have  been  here  fpecified,  and  in  part  de« 
pended  upon  the'  habitual  tone  and  temperament 
of  his  paiHons.  This  ,was  that  bold,  decifive 
promptitude  of  execution  with  which  he  ufually 
carried  all  his  meafures  into  effedt ;  anticipating 
the  enterprizes,  the  defigns,  the  very  ftifpicions  of 
his  enemies  ;  being  bold  without  raflmefs,  and  paf- 
fionate  without  folly.  It  does  not  certainly  appear 
that  he  aded,  from  the  firfl:,  with  a  fully  concerted 
purpofe  of  altering  the  relative  weights  of  the  arifto- 
cracy,  and  of  the  Crown,  in  the  conftitution  of  the 
Scottiih  government.  It  is  more  probable  that  he 
fought  firil:  to  provide  a  fuitable  revenue  for  the 
fupport  of  his  dignity  ;  then  to  punifh  the  family 
of  his  uncle  for  the  ills  which  they  had  wrought 
to  his  father,  his  brother,  and  himfelf ; — thwi  to 
recover  poiTeflions  which  feemed  to  him  to  have 
been  unfairly  wrefted,  or  prodigally  laviflied  away 
from  the  Crown ;  then  to  fupprefs  all  civil  difor- 
ders  among  his  fubjcfts  by  the  vigorous  admini- 
flration  of  jufticc,  for  \yhich  there  appeared  to  be 
no  other  means  except  the  exaltation  of  the  influ« 
ence  of  the  Crown,  and  the  diminifhing  of  the 
ftrength  of  every  faSious  baron } — and  that  in  the 
courfe  of  his  execution  of  this  fyftem  of  meafures, 

his 
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stcT.  T.  his  confcioufnefs  of  the  integrity  and  wifdoin  of 
his  purpofeS)  made  him  dill  more  and  more  arbi- 
^'  trary  in  his  commands  ;  while  the  rcfradory  tur- 
bulence, and  mifchievous  licence  of  his  fubje£ls 
provoked  him  to  more  rigorous  feverity  of  punifh- 
ment,  and  of  vengeance;  and  habitual  fufpicions  of 
the  wicked  machinations  to  which  the  virtue  and 
wifdom  of  his  adminiftration,  expofed  his  life, 
might  gradually  four  his  temper  to  fomething  of 
tyrannical  gloom  and  harflinefs.  James  had  feen 
.  the  wife  and  heroic  Henry  the  Fifth,  (hoot,  as  it 
were,  with  the  tranfient  blaze  of  a  meteor,  through 
the  horizon  of  Englifli  empire:  And  his  young 
heart  had  even  then,  probably,  been  inflamed  with 
the  ambition  of  rivalling  a  charader  fo  fplendid. 
In  England,  James  had  feen  the  feudal  fyftem  de- 
clined much  nearer  to  its  fall,  than  it  as  yet  was 
in  Scotland  ;  and  new  arts,  ntw  manners,  new  po- 
licy, new  fcience,  beginning  to  arife  upon  its  ruins; 
and  hence  thofe  plans  of  taxation  which  his  king- 
dom  could  not  yet  bear,  and  thofe  attentions  to 
commerce,  by  which  he  fignally  hnproved  the  ftate 
of  trade  and  of  the  mechanical  arts  among  his  fub- 
je£ts.  That  confpiracy  which  at  lafl:  cut  fliort  his 
life,  mud  have  been  conducted  with  wonderful  art 
and  fecrecy ;  otherwife  James's  wonted  vigilance, 
difcernmenr,  and  anticipating  promptitude,  would 
undoubtedly  have  prevented  it.  James's  life  was 
unftaincd  by  any  crime,  either  of  a  lighter  or  a 

more 
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more  atrocious  nature,     lane   of  Beaufort,  his?.*^^'^-^    ^ 
queen,  was  the  onlj  mother  of  his  children,  thev 


only  miftrefs  of  his  life.     His  hands  were  ftained  ^fiJtl. 
by  the  blood  of  no  friend  llain  in  fudden  anger. 
His  plighted  faith  was   ftill   religioufly  obferved. 
His  refentments  were  wonderfully  tempered  be- 
tween the  emotions  of  nature,  and  the  fternnefs  of 
vrife  policy ;  moderate,  as  if  his  bread  had  not 
felt  what  his  voice  and  aflions  indicated  ;   yet  re- 
lenting as  if  it  had  been  mere  unreflecting  feeling, 
from  which  they  fprang.     Even  while   his  fru- 
gality withheld  his  hand  from  lavifhing  upon  the 
church  the  revenues  of  the  Crown,  and  excited 
him  to  lament  that  his  predeceflbrs  had  alienated 
fo  much  to  pious  ufes ;  yet  his  own  piety  moved 
him  to  introduce  into  his  kingdom  the  Carthufian 
friars,  a  new  order,  at  this  time  eminent  for  the 
purity  and  afcetic  aufterity  of  their  lives  j  and  to 
found  for  them  a  ftately  monaftery  at  the  town  of 
Perth.     In  all  the  elegant  arts  of  peace,  James  was 
one  of  the  moft  acconipliflied  pcrfons  of  his  age. 
In  mufic,  he  was  a  compofer  diftinguiflied  alike  fot  , 
(kill  and  genius ;  and  remarkable  for  reducing  to  the 
laws  of  regular  melody,  and  expreffing  by  ifxotation, 
thofe  wild  airs  of  the  ballads  and  minftrel  fongftera 
of  his  country,  which  had  originated  partly  from 
native  wood-notfes  wild  of  the  peafantry,  and  in 
part  from  the  miferable  imitation  of  the  mufic  of 
the  fervices  of  religion.     He  was  wont  to  play  on 
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«icT.  I.  a  gf eat  variety  of  mufical  inftruments  ;  on  the  harp 
in  particular,  with  unrivalled  excellence.  He  was 
the  author  of  feveral  beautiful  pieces  of  amatory 
and  humorous  poetry,  in  the  vernacular  language. 
In  throwing  the  hammer  or  the  flone,  in  (hooting 
a  bow,  or  darting  a  javelin,  he  had  fcarcely  an 
equal.  His  form  was  rather  below  the  middle  Hz* 
ture  in  height ;  but  remarkably  robufl,  with  large 
bones,  broad  ihoulders,  a  lank  belly,  and  well  knit 
joints.  In  wreftling,  few  could  match  him  ;  he 
was  an  indefatigable  walker ;  an  intrepid  and  agile 
rider.  In  his  hours  of  amufement  at  his  Court, 
he  would  fometimes  retire  to  the  literary  fludies 
of  reading,  writing,  and  compofition ;  fometimes 
he  would  employ  himfelf  in  drawing  and  painting; 
at  other  times,  the  orchard,  the  garden,  the  plan- 
tation of  trees  and  herbs,  and  the  marking  of  the 
progrefs  of  vegetation,  offered  an  interefting  gratifi- 
cation to  his  manly,  ingenfous,  and  cultivated  mind. 
He  obferved  the  corrupted  morals,  particularly  of  the 
regular  clergy,  and  laboured  to  reform  them.  His 
hours  were  carefully  portioned  out}  and  every  part 
of  the  day  had  ufually  with  him  its  flated  employ. 
ment.  Had  he  furvived  to  profecute  the  war  with 
England,  it  is  probable  that  he  might  have  ihewn 
himfelf  as  great  in  the  arts  of  war,  as  in  thofe  of 
peace.  It  was  never  more  remarkably  evinced 
than  in  the  inftance  of  the  grief  with  which  James's 
fubjefts  lamented  his  death,  and  of  the  infatiable 
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cruelty  and  fury  with  which  they  avenged  his'^c^'* 
murther,  that  the  wholefome  feverities  inflifted  byuo-y^ 
virtue  and  wifdom,  never  to  fail  to  endear  that  ^•^• 
excellence  by  which  they  arc  exercifed,  to  the  per- 
fons  who  for  their  own  welfare  fuflfer  under  the 
chaftifement — much  more  entirely,  and  much  more 
deeply,  than  all  the  light  compliances  of  folly^ 
flattery,  and  vice.  Even  thofe  who  murmured  at 
the  rigour  of  his  government,  could  not'  help  feel- 
ing its  beneficial  tendency  ;  and  when  by  hi$  fud- 
den  and  violent  death,  they^  were  awakened  to  re- 
fleO:  upon  the  excellence  and  awe^commanding 
dignity  of  his  charader ;  they  feem  to  have  been 
univerfally  aftoniihed  at  the  very  idea  of  the  pofi*. 
bility  of  traitorous  hands  being  lifted  up  againfl: 
the  life  of  fo  great  and  good  a  man. 

James  left  by  his  wi!e,  the  daughter  of  tho 
Englifli  duke  of  Som^jjfet,  an  only  fon,  James, 
ivho  fucceeded  him  on  the  throne ;  and  belides  the 
flauphinefs  of  France,  four, other  daughters^ 
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Chapter  II. 


Reign  of  James  the  Sbcond. 


A.D.    James,  the  only  furviving  fon  of  the  deceafed 


Acccffion  King ;  a  boy,  as  yet,  only  in  the  feventk  year  of 
thes^  his  age  ;  was  foleranly  crowned  King  of  Scotland 
^'"^  in  the  chapel  belonging  to  the  monaftery  of  the 
Holy-Rood,  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day 
jof  March,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  thirty-feven.  The  puerile  years  of  the  young 
King  were  unfit  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  go- 
vernment:  but  except  thofe  fmaller  vaiTals  who 
had  lived  as  immediately  upon  the  King's  proper 
domains,  and,  in  his  conftant  fervice,  as  the  ftibor- 
dinate  vaffals  of  the  great  barons  lived  upon  their 
domains,  and  in  their  fervice ;  there  were  none  fo 
much  interefted  in  the  welfare  of  the  royal  family, 
or  fo  perfeftly  acquainted  with  the  fyftem  of  admi- 
niftration which  James  had  eftabliflied,  as  to  de- 
ferve  that  the  care  of  the  family  of  their  late  fove- 
reign,  or  the  conduft  of  the  government  during 
the  minority  of  his  fon,  fhould  be  by  the  nation 
intrufted  to  them.  In  the  awakened  ardour  of 
their  prefent  loyalty,  and  in  their  reverence  for 
every  meafure  which  their  monarch  had  purfued, 
2  and 
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and  for  every  faithful  fervant  whom  he  had  em*?.*^*-  '• 
ployed  i  the  convention  of  the  eftates  were  there-Vgi^-Y^^i 
fore  induced  to  commit  the  regency  of  the  king-  k^^!^^. 
dom  to  Sir  Alexander  Li  vingfton  of  .Calendar; 
while  the  tuition  of  the  young  monarch  was  left 
to  Sir  William  Crichton  of  Ctichton,  who  waalUH 
continued  in  the  office  of  chancellor,  which  he  had 
with  great  reputation  held,  during  the  reign  of 
James  the  Firft*. 

Thus  far  all  was  harmony  among  the  barons.  Condition 
All  thefe  their  iirft  xneafures  were  di£kated  by  aniand  in' 
ardour  of  indignant  byalty  which  brooked  no  dif-^ef^^^ 
cordancy  of  fentiments  or  opinion.     If  the  go-**^^'*'' 
vernment  of  a  minority  could  have  been,  in  this 
age,  ftabk,or.  vigoroufly  efficient,  and  profperous; 
that  of  young  James,  as  it  (hould  feem,  might  have 
been  fo«    England^  diftraded  by  the  evils  of  a  con* 
temporary  minority,  and  ftruggliog  hard  to  retain 
continental  dominions  which  the  better  genius  of 
France,  was  now  fuccefsfuUy  tearing  from  her 
grafp ;  could  not  retaliate  tho&  evils  which  the 
Scots  had  ftriven   to   inflid  upon  her,  by  the 
liege  of  Roxburgh-caftle*    France,  content  with 
the  levies  of  foldiers  which  were,  from  time  to 
time,  obtained,  out  of  Scotland,  would  not  now 
urge  the  Scots  to  the  farther  profecution  of  war  at 
home,  againft  the  Englifli.  Th6  claims  of  the  Nor* 
Vol*  IIL  H  h  h  wegians 

*  Lindfay  of  Pitfcottic :— Suppknient  to  Fordon,  Ifc. 
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stcT.i.  wegians  had  been  allowed,  and  their  friendfliip 
qonciliated  by  an  honourable  embaflfy  ;  fo  that  no 
invafion  from  the  ports  of  Norway  was  now  to  be 
feared.  From  Rome,  no  fentence  of  commination 
nor  of  actual  excommunication,  hung  like  a  pitchy 
cloud  big  with  thunder,  over  the  heads  of  the  Scots. 
All  abroad  was  peace  to  the  Si^ots,  Internal  har- 
mony, a  beneficent  and  vigorous,  internal  govern- 
ment, was  all  that  they  had  prefently  to  care  for*  For 
their  domeftic  unanimity  it  had  perhaps  been  bet- 
ter, if  a  tcmpeft  from  abroad  had  already  lowered  ; 
and  if  all  the  mifchiefs  of  domeftic  invafion,  or  the 
wafteful  folly  of  wild,  foreign,  military  enterprizes 
had  been  renewed*.  » 

Licentious  Of  the'new  reign,  the  firft  afts  were  naturally 
bancce.  afts  of  grace.  Many  of  thofe  turbulent  barons, 
and  reftlefs  chieftains  of  clans  whom  the  late  King 
had  detained  in  confinement,  were  now  fet  at  li- 
berty. Neill  Hackay,  the  fon  of  Angus  Dow,  now 
difmiffed  from  the  Bafs,  repaired  eagerly  home,  to 
take  poffefllon  of  his  father's  eftate,  and  to  renew 
thofe  feuds  and  depredations  in  which  he  had  fo 
turbulently  diftinguiflied  his  early  youth.  Archi- 
bald Douglas  no  fooner  heard  the  news  of  the 
death  of  a  fovereign  whom  he  had  reverenced, 
feared,  and  hated,  than  ]ie  returned  home  from 
France,  to  enjoy,  as  he  hqped,   the  firft  place 

among 
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among  the  Scottifli  nobles,  and  either  to  affume^*®'^- 1' 
the  diredion  of  the  government,  or  to  check, \ 
overawe,  and  enfeeble  it  in  all  its  operations. 
Throughout  the  kingdom,  a  thoufand  agents  of 
mifchief  were  now  of  a  fudden  let  loofe,  a  thou- 
fand fprings  of  diforder  were  broken  up  ;  that  li- 
cence and  mifru^e  which  had  prevailed  during  the 
regency  of  the  family  of  Albany,  bc^an  to  be  re- 
newed ;  the  reins  of  government  were  now  no  long- 
er in  the  hands  of  that  prince  of  whom  treafon  had 
robbed  the  throne  ;  all  feemed  a3  if  it  had  been  a 
multitude  of  war-horfes  without  riders,  driven  into 
the  thickeft  fury  of  battle.     Macdonald,  too.  Earl 
of  Rofs,  and  Lord  of  the  Ifles,  who  fince  his  liber- 
ation from  confinement,  had  paid  an  unwilling  obe- 
dience to  his  foverei^n's  authority ;  no  fdoner  knew 
that  James  the  Firft  was  no  more,  than  he  began  to 
exercife  that  fupreme  power,  fcornful  of  all  controul, 
which  had  been  anciently  claimed  and  enjoyed  by 
fome  of  his  predeceflbrs.  Except  upon  the  immediate 
domains  of  the  Crown;  the  King's  peace  was  foon 
hardly  any  where  refpefted,  his  officers  received 
with  fubmifflon,  or  the  laws  duely  reverenced.* 

Amidst   thefe  circumftances,  ^hen  the  moftFadiioni. 
cordial  union  of  interefts  and'of  counfels,  was  ob- 
vioufly  rcquifite  to  enable  the  governor  and  the 

chancellor 
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caxV^ii  ^^*^^'^or  ^^  maintain  the  royal  authority  in  any 


thing  like  due  vigour^  and  to  guard  the  poflefBons 
i4375>.  *^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Crown ;  thefc  two  men,  other, 
wife  not  ill  qualified  for  their  refpeftive  offices, 
were,  on  the  contrary,  divided  between  themfelves, 
and  hoftile  to  one  another  ahnoft  as  if  they  had 
been  the  minifters  of  two  rival  kings.  While 
CricbtOB,  with  the  young  monarch  under  his  care, 
fixed  himfelf  at  the  Caftle  of  Edinburgh ;  Living* 
fton  occupied,  as  the  feat  of  his  adminiftration,  the 
caftle  of  Stirling.  Inftead  of  exerdfing  each  the 
funftions  of  his  office,  without  intermeddling  in 
the  duties^  or  grafping  at  the  powers  of  the  other ; 
^  they  rivalled  one  another  in  the  iiflumption  of 
equal  powers  in  the  fame  things,  and  in  pretending 
to  ezercifealmoft  all  the  fame  fun£Uons.  Among 
the  inferior  vaffils  of  the  Crown,  each  had  foon 
his  parthsans,  who,  while  they  obeyed  the  authori« 
ty  of  one  of  the  two,  and  favoured  his  interefis ; 
fcomed,  and  thwarted,  with  the  utmoft  zeal,  what- 
ever afts  of  majefty  were  adminiftered  by  the  other* 
The  greater  nobility  contemned  and  flighted  both 
alike.  United,  they  could  hatdly  have  equalled 
the  authority  of  a  Douglas  or  a  Macdonald ;  di- 
vided, they  were  weak  and  contemptible  before 
thefe  powerful  earls.  Crichton,  however,  who 
had  been  long  th^  confidential  minrfter  of  all  the 
mtafures  of  the  late  King,  and  who  had  now  the 
cullody  of  his  young  mailer's  perfon,  and  the  care 
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of  his  education}  was  by  thefc  advantages  cabled 5»«t.  i. 
to  outrival  the  power  of  Livihgfton;  and  had  itu^-v^ 
not  been  for  the  benefit  which  the  authority  of  the  ^^'^^ 
latter  derived  from  the  favour  of  the  qiieen,  might 
foon  perhaps  have  left  him  nothing  of  a  goverbor^ 
but  the  empty  name*4 

Tit£  queen-mothet,  however^  friendly  rather  Pro»reft 
to  the  intcrefts  of  the  govetnor,  and  fecretly  jea-uoU  ^^ 
lous  of  the  authority  which  fuch  a  man  as  Crich-  * 
ton  acquired^  by  having  the  cuftody  of  the  perfon 
of  her  fon ;  foon  made  herfelf  the  agent  in  an  in- 
trigue to  transfer  young  James  from  Edinburgh  to 
Stirling,-^from  the  tuition  of  Crichton  to  het  own, 
and  that  of  Livitigfton*  For  the  accomplifhment 
of  this  ptirpofe^  fhe  fuddeiily  repaired  to  Edin- 
burgh, on  a  vifit,  as  flie  pretended,  purely  of  ma* 
ternal  kindnefs  to  het  fon.  By  the  chancellor  fhe 
was  refpedfuUy  received,  and  courteoufly  enter- 
tained ;  for  it  was  ftill  more  honourable  and  im« 
portant  for  him  to  have  at  Edinburgh,  and  in  his 
interefts,  both  the  young  King  and  the  queen*mo« 
ther,  than  if  it  had  been  the  king  alone.  But, 
while  Crichtoh  was  pleafinghimfelf,  that  he  had  won 
her  from  favouring  the  power  of  his  rival ;  fhe,  in 
the  mean  time,  fo  gained  upon  the  affe£Hons  of 
her  child  ;  that  the  royal  boy  agreed  to  accompany 
her  to  Stirling ;  and  with  a  fecrecy^of  which  boys 

at 
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Sect.  I.    ^t  hls  ycars  are  rarely  capable,  to  conceal  her  coun- 


fel,  till  they  might  find  a  fit  opportunity  of  making 
i-wr-^o.  ^^^^^  efcape.  Jane,  upon  this,  pretending  that  fhc 
was  to  fulfill  a  vow,  by  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Wbiu- 
Kirk  of  Brechin,  in  entering  on  her  way  to  which, 
fhe  mull  fail  acrofs  the  Frith  of  Forthj  obtained 
unfufpefting  permifTion  from^the  chancellor,  to 
convey  to  Leith,  feme  trunks  containing  clothes 
and  other  ncceflfaries  for  her  journey.  A  corref- 
•  pondence  with  Livingfton  at  Stirling,  warned  him 
of  the  ripening  fuccefs  of  her  enterprize,  and  of 
the  fleps  to  be  taken  by  him  in  order  to  forward 
its  accomplifhment.  Into  one  of  the  trunks  which 
leemed  to  convey  only  clothes  or  other  flores, 
young  James  willingly  crept,  at  his  mother's  per- 
fuafion.  Thus  concealed,  he  was  carried  from  the 
caftle  with  his  mother,  conduced  to  Leith,  there 
led  on  board  a  veflfel  which  Livingfton  had  fent, 
and  had  proceeded  half-way  up  the  Frith  to  Stir- 
Kng  before  Crichton  was  at  all  aware  or  fufpicious 
of  his  flight.  To  Crichton,  it  muft  have  been 
fcarcely  lefs  mortifying  to  find  himfelf  thus  out- 
witted by  a  woman,  after  all  his  experience  in  the 
arts  of  policy  and  the  praftice  of  courts,  than  to 
be  thus  fuddenly  robbed  of  the  cuflody  of  his  fo- 
vereign's  perfon,  the  grand  fource  of  his  power*. 

Livingston 

•  Lindfay : — Lefly : — Drummond. 
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Livingston  was  eagerly  ready  to  receive  the^*".  i. 
queen-mother  and  her  fon  from  the  voyage  which  ui^v^ 
they  made,  with  fearful  fpeed,  up  the  Forth.     The  ,^' ^^ 
patriotifm,  the  genius,  the  maternal  affeftion  ofA/*^«*Jag« 
the  queen,  were  extolled  with  the  tenderefl:praifes:by  Li- 
The  infant  kincj  was  careffed  and  flattered  with  the^"^  ^' 


^r> 


promife  of  ufage  infinitely  kinder,  and  .more  agree- 
able to  his  puerile  humours,  than  he  had  received 
at  Edinburgh :  a  parliamentary  aflembly  of  the  ad- 
herents to  Livingllon  was  haflily  called ;  and  an 
aft  was  turaultuoufly  palTed,  authorifing  the  gover- 
nor to  proceed  in  arms  againft  rebels, — a  denomi- 
nation for  Crichton  and  thofe  who  remained  with 
him, — holding  out  caftles  or  fortalices  againft  the 
parliament,  the  governor,  and  the  King.  The 
queen,  with  an  ardour,  fuch  as  is,  for  a  ihort  time, 
natural  to  women  in  affairs  in  which  they  are 
heartily  engaged ;  furniihed  provifions  from  her 
own  granaries  and  ftores  for  the  ufe  of  the  expedi- 
tion againft  Crichton,  who  was  thus  to  be  profe- 
cuted  as  a  rebel.  Crichton,  unable  to  withftand, 
alone,  the  coming  ftorm,  and  not  knowing  how  to 
avert  it,  bethought  him  of  afking  prote&ion  and 
fupport  from  the  earl  of  Douglas.  He  afked  in 
vain.  Douglas,  now,  above  comparifon,  the  moft 
powerful,  the  moft  opulent,  and  in  all  refpefts  the 
firft  man  ia  the  kingdom,  fcorned  Livingfton  and 
Crichton  alike ;  and  lording  it  without  controul 
in  the  fouthem  and  fouth- weft  counties,  left  thcfe 
I  rulers 
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szcr.  I.   rulers  to  annihilate  aU  power  before  him,  by  prey- 
\00^>r^  ing  upon,  and  wafting  one  another.    Difappointed 
i^7^o.  ^^  ^'^  fupport  from  pouglas,  anct  already  invefted 
in  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  by  thegovevnor^s  army, 
Crichton  came  immediately  to  the  refolution  of 
furrendering  the  caftle,  and  making  his  peace  with 
Artful  po-his — for  thi§  time  more  fortunate  rivtU    Crichton 
ciichcoD.  knew  both  Livingfton's  charaf^er  and  his  own  ta« 
lents ;  and  had  therefore  hopes  of  recovering  by 
the  m^te  afceudency  of  his  perfo^al  abilities  over 
thofe  of  Livingfton,  ''sJL  the  advantages  of  which 
the  queen-mothec's  intrigues  had  bereft  him.    At 
a  firft  interview  folicited  by  Crichton  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fettling  the  terms  upon  which  he  (hould 
capitulate;  this  artful  politician^  contrived  to  divert 
all  the  anger  of  his  adver&ry  from  himfelf,  againft 
the  earl  of  Douglas ;  and  to  draw  Livingfton  into 
fuch  new  union  with  himfelf,  that  for  the  eafy 
price  of  merely  formal  furreader  and  fiihmiifion, 
all  that  Crichton  had  before  enjoyed,  of  honour 
or  of  authority,  was  teftored  to  him,  and  Living- 
fton was  perfuaded  to  tepofb  for  fome  time  at  left,  an 
inp^ctt  confidence  in  his  counfels.    Thus  united, 
they  feemed  likely  foon  to  reftore  the  royal  autho- 
rity to  much  of  its  former  energy;  and  the  ftate  was 
likely  to  be  a  gainer  by  this  progreb  and  termina- 
tion of  their  quarrels*. 

AlRXADT 
*  Lefly  :-^Iandfay  :^J.  Major  :-^ni]nmand. 
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AtREADYliad  innumerable  mifchiefs  been  Inflifl- S'CT.  T. 

C1IAP.  ll 

ed,  throughout  the  country,  by  the  diforderly  upon  >,,^^vO 
the  peaceable,  or  by  the  diforderly  upon  one  ano-  ^  ^J^*^ 
thcr,  in  thofe  endlefs  feuds  to  which  their  favagei^'fo'«*«« 
manners  and  long  trains  of  mutual  injuries  conti-  court  and 
nually  prompted  them,  and  which  th^re  was  no  "^  °™' 
ftrength  in  the  government  to  retrain,  while  its 
minifters  were  divided  againd  themfelves.  In  pro* 
fecution  of  an  ancient  feud,  Boyd  of  Kilmarnock 
afTaiOnated  Allan  Stewart  of  Darnley.  The  afTaf- 
fmation  was  followed  even  by  open  war  between 
the  two  parties ;  and  in  an  obilinately  fought  bat- 
tle, in  which  the  Stewarts  fcarcely  prevailed,  Boyd 
was  flain  with  many  of  his  followers,  by  Alexander 
the  brother  of  the  murthered  Alan  Stewart.  la 
the  north,  the  men  of  Rofs,  Caithnefs,  and  Suther* 
land,  wafted  one  another's  territories  with  fire  and 
fword,  and  fought  in  open  battle, — and  cut  one 
another  off  by  fecret  treachery  ;  fo  as  *to  fpread  the 
moft  horrible  devaftation  and  havock  throughout 
all  thefe  counties.  Archibald,  earl  of  Douglas,  was, 
— not  unfortunately  for  the  adminiftrators  of  the 
royal  authority, — cut  off  by  an  inflammatory  fever, 
at  Reftalrig,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine :  But,  his  fon  William,  a 
youth  of  fourteen  years  of  age,  fucceeding  to  the 
earldom  ;  was, — if  more  rafhly  and  imprudently, 
yet  fo  much  more  wantonly  and*  haughtily,  as  to 
Vol.  III.  I  i  i  bg 
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the  royal  power,  and  fo  adverfe  to  focial  order,  as 
1437^0.  ^^  '^^  ^*^  vaflkis  loofe  to  prey  like  thieves,  robbers, 
pr  inveterate  foes,  upon  all  their  neighbours.  The 
queen-mother,  too,  marrying  a  young  knight,  the 
brother  of  the  lord  of  Lome,  fought  to  raife  this  huf- 
band  of  her  widowhood,  to  an  authority  in  the  (late 
for  which  he  was  unfit,  arid  which  Livingfton  would 
not  fufFer  him  to  affume :  And  hence  originated 
^iffenfion  between  the  queen  and  the  governor ; 
the  imprifonment  of  her  hufband  and  his  brother; 
and  on  her  part,  a  new  intrigue  to  fnatch  her  fon 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  governor,  and  to  deliver 
him  once  more  into  the  cuftody  of  Crichton.  The 
Macleods,  in  the  mean  time,  while  the  King's  jut 
ticiaries  came  not  about  with  a  force  fufEcient  to 
teach  them  fubmiffion  to  the  laws, — defcended  from 
the  extremities  of  the  weftern  Highlands,  in  an 
expedition  of  rapine  or.revenge,  upon  the  confines 
of  Lennox  or  Dumbartonfliire ;  and  in  a  great 
conflift  on  the  borders  of  Lochlomond,  overthrew 
Colquhoun  of  Liifs,  with  the  ftrength  of  his  clan  and 
of  the  county  ;  and  thus  viftorious,  laid  all  thofe 
diftrifts  wafte  with  fire  and  fword,  with  every  ad 
of  unfparing  rapine,  and  every  crime  of  wanton 
cruelty  that  favages  could  devifc  or  perpetrate*. 

Crichtoij 
*  Eofdem. 
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Crichton  again  weary  of  guiding  the  regent^s^-^^^.i. 
counfels  merely  by  more  profound  artifices   and..,^*rO 
fuperior  wifdom  ;  or  having  perhaps  already  loft  ^  "^'^'^ 
that  hold  on  the  regent's  mind  which  he  had  in 
the  firft  mutual  ardour  of  their  reconciliation  pof- 
feffed  ;  lent  a  willing  ear  to  the  fuggeltions  which 
the  queen-mother  propofed  for  reftoring  to  him 
the  pre-eminency  of  power,  by  putting  the  perfon 
of  the  King  once  more  into  his  hand  ;  or  was  per-^ 
haps  himfelf  the  firft  prompter  of  the  queen's  new 
devices  againft  L;vingftoh.      On  a  dark  nighty 
Crichton  with  a  feleft  party  of  his  friends,  departed 
fecretly  from  Edinburgh   towards  Stirling.     The 
queen  ftill  retaining  all  her  former  influence  over 
-  the  mind  of  her  fon,  had  already  perfuaded  him  to 
endure  with  impatience  that  fort  o^  honourable  con^ 
finement  in  which  he  was  detained  by  the  gover- 
nor ;  and  encouraged  him  to  feek  the  firft  feafon- 
able  opportunity  of  making  his  c;fcape  to  Crichton* 
Whether  it  were  by  accident,  or  in  concert,  the 
King^  on  that  very  morning,  rode  out  to  hunt  with 
a  ilender  company  of  attendants ;  and  ere  thefe 
could  be  aware,  that  danger  was  nigh,  they  were 
all  in  the  midft  of  Crichton's  party.     Crichton  James  etf^ 
feizing  his  fovereign's  horfe  by  the  bridle^  invited  by  criTh^ 
him  to  come  with  him*     The  King  fmiling,  refu-|^^  J;;^ 
fed  not  the  invitation.     Thofe  who  had  attcndied^^y  <*^- 
him  from  the  caftle,  would,  however,  have  made 
tefiftance  }  but  young  Livingfton,  the  governor's 

ddeft 
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sicT. L  eldeft  fon,  reftraincd  them;  faying,  that'againft 
fuch  odds,  refinance  was  vain,  and  the  very  at- 
tempt might  endanger  the  perfonal  fafety  of  the 
King,  Crichton  and  his  troop,  therefore,  efcorted 
their  young  foyer eign,  in  great  joy,  towards  £dia« 
burgh,  and  on  the  way,  were  joined  by  fevcral 
thoufands  of  armed  men;  whom  Crichton  had  fum- 
moned — to  await  the  fucc^sfs  of  his  expedition  be- 
tween Linlithgow  and  Edinburgh, — and  when  he 
fhould  have  gained  poiTeiCon  of  the  King's  perfon, 
then  to  join  and  ftrengthen  his  party  againft  pur- 
fuit  from  Stirling-Caftle.  Thus  attended,  Crich- 
tor^  with  his  young  fovereign  foon. reached  Edin- 
burgh in  fafety ;  and  the  King's  prefence,  of 
courfe,  (nade  Edinburgh  now  the  principal  feat  of 
the  government,  and  Crichton  the  chief  minifter 
of  the  royal  power  ;  who  might  eafily  procure  Li- 
vingfton  to  be  declared  a  rebel,  and  difplaced  from 
his  high  office*. 

Meanwhile,  the  governor  himfelf  returning  to 
Stirling,  after  a  few  days  abfence,  found,  to  his  ut- 
ter confufion,  that  the  king  was  gone.  After  con- 
fulting  with  his  friends,  and  meditating  with  him- 
felf, what  part  he  fhould  now  take  ;  he  could  de- 
termine upon  nothing  better  than  to  repair  to 
Edinburgh,  and  there  to  endeavour  to  make  his 

peace 
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peace  by  fubmiffion,  with  the  rival  by  whom  the^^^T  t. 
prize  of  their  ambitious  contentions  had  thu>  been  ,-.^-v>.# 
ftolen  from  him.  At  Edinburgh,  Livingfton  found  ^^  ^ 
thebiQiops  of  Aberdeen  aad  Murray,  who  readily  a-'^^^^on"- 
greed  to  interpofe  their  friendly  offices  for  effcftingtxveen 
another  reconciliation  between  him  and  Crichton.anTi!hlI! 
Crichton  well  aware,  that  while  Douglas  and  oth-*"***^ 
ers  of  the  great  barons  contemned  the  royal  au- 
thority, and  flighted  equally  both  him  and  Living- 
fton,— any  lengthened  diffenfion   between  them, 
muft  prove  ruinous  to  both  j  and  being  himfelf 
content  with  an  equality,  or  with  at  leaft  no  invi- 
dious fupeiiority  of  power  in  the  adminiftration  ; 
was  ready  to  liften  to  any  propofals  for  an  accom- 
modation which  fhould  not  refufe  to  leaw  the  king 
in  his  cuftody.     Livingfton  confented  to  this  con- 
dition.    Their  differences  were  then  finally  recon- 
ciled ;  Livingfton  was  confirmed  in  his  oilice  of 
governor  ;  and  they  joined  hand  in  hand,  for  the 
vigorous  adminiftration  of  the  royal  power,  and 
for  tHe  purpofe  of  humbling  thofc  too  powerful  ba- 
rons who  now  treated  their  authority  with  difdain.**^ 

The  young  earl  of  Douglas  took  no  part  in 
thefe  alternate  contefts  and  reconciliations  of  the 
regent  and  the  chancellor.  He  refided  at  his  own 
caftles,  within  his  own  wide  domains  ;  and  being 
there  furrounded  by  his  kindred  and  vafTals ;  and 
guided  chiefly  by  the  counfels  of  Malcolm  Fleming 

of 
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stcT.  I.    of  Cummernauld  ;  aded  more  like  an  independent 
u^^-v-*o  prince,  than  a  fubjed,  and  fcrupled  not  to  exer- 
»«7^.  ^^^  ^''  '^^  funftions  of  kingly  authority.     Flem- 
The  young  ing  and  Alan  Lauder  had  gone  ambaffadors  from 
Douglas,  young  Douglas,  to  Charles  the  Seventh,  king  of 
France  j  and  had  readily  obtained  from  that  mo- 
narch, inveftiture  for  their  lord  in  the  dutchy  of 
Touraine,  which  had  been  firft  conferred  upon  his 
grandfather,  and  had  been  enjoyed  alfo  by  his  fa- 
ther.    The  mind  of  the  youth  was  thus  elated  a*- 
bove  meafure.     He  governed  his  own  vaffals  with 
/  a  lenity  of  dominion  which,  while  it  attached  them 

to  himfelf,  as  the  patron  of  their  licence  and  their 
crimes  ;  encouraged  them  to  harrafs  the  obedient 
fubjeds  of  the  king,  at  their  pleafure,  with  ads  of 
robbery,  theft,  and  wanton  ho(liIity«  All  who 
dreaded  from  Livingfton  and  Crichton,  the  pu* 
nifhment  of  their  crimes,  found  with  Doughs,  a 
fecure  refuge  from  which  they  might  bid  defiance 
to  the  power  of  the  regal  government.  The  fouth« 
em  and  fouth-wefl:  counties  feemed  about  to  be  de-» 
tached  .into  a  new  principality.  It  appeared  as  if 
the  late  king  had  cut  offfo  many  rebellious  nobles 
allied  to  his  own  houfe,  only  to  make  way  for  the 
unavoidable  aggrandizement  of  one  great  family 
by  which  the  majefty  of  the  royal  family  was  to  be 
overtopped,  and  reduced,  as  it  were,  under  a  noxi- 
ous ihade.*^ 

A 
•  Lindfay : — Lclly : — Haxne's  hiftory  of  theDouglafes  s— * 
Sniminond. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Book  v.]     HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.  439 

A  Parliament  being  forthwith  affcmbled  at^MT.  r. 
Edinburgh,  after  the  fecond  reconciliation  of  Li-«^^^^^o 
vingfton  and  Crichton  ;  the  grand  objeft  of  its  de-  j^P^m. 
liberations,  was,  to  determine  by  what  means  theyCou'ifcU 
might  bring  young  Douglas  to  pay  a  willing  fub-Dpugia^ 
miffion  to  the  royal  authority,  or  might,  by  force, 
or  artifice,  fubdue  his  rebellious  infolence.  It  re* 
mained  with  Crichton  who  had  been  the  confiden- 
tial fervant  of  thofe  meafures  by  which  his  late  fo- 
vereign  had  fuccefsfully  taken  off  fo  many  of  his 
turbulent  baron8,-^to  devife  means  for  humbling 
the  pride  of  Douglas.  The  young  earl  was  cour- 
teoufly  invited  to  attend  a  new  meeting  of  the  par- 
liament, in  which  it  was  pretended  that  the  public 
bufinefs  of  the  kingdom  could  not  be  tranfaded 
without  the  authority  of  his  prefence,  confent,  and 
counfels.  With  the  pride  of  rank  and  power,  the 
young  earl  had  likewife  all  the  ingenuoufnefs  of 
inexperienced  youth,  and  that  freedom  from  fuf- 
picions,  which  it  was  natural  that  his  ignorance 
of  men,  and  his  unacquaintance  with  every  thing 
but  power  and  flattery  fliould  preferVe  in  his  open- 
ing mind.  His  friends  and  counfellors  were  either 
unfufpicious,  like  himfelf,  or  were  corrupted  by 
money  or  by  hopes  held  out  to  him  from  Living- 
fton  and  Crichton.  Perhaps,  indeed,  the  alternate 
reconciliations  and  quarrels  of  the  two  minifters, 
might  lead  young  Douglas  and  his  friends  to  ima- 
gine that  he  too  might  with  as  little  danger  accom- 
....  pUfli 
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stcT.  I.  piijji  i^ig  reconciliation  with  the  adminiftrators  of 
c#^v«^  the  fovereign  power ;  and  that  he  might  then  add 
i^7^'o.  ^^  ^^^  hereditary  authority  and  honours,  the  new 
advantage  of  didating  his  wiflies  to  the  parliament 
of  the  nation,  and  of  obtaining  the  chief  fbare  in 
the  aJminiftration  of  the  monarch's  power.  Be- 
fides,  without  going — ^not  only  into  doubtful,  but 
into  open  and  decided  rebellion,  it  was  no  longer 
poflible  for  Douglas  to  difobey  that  courteous  fum* 
mons  which  called  him  to  Edinburgh.  Crichton, 
aware  of  the  youth's  approach,  went  courteoufly 
cut  for  many  miles  to  meet  him  ;  condudled  him 
on  his  way,  to  Crichton-caftle,  a  few  miles  from 
Edinburgh ;  and  there  for  two  days  entertained 
him  with  the  moft  refpedful  fervice,  and  the  mod 
fomptuous  hofpitality.  From  Crichton-caftle, — for 
this  was  not  the  deftined  fcene  of  any  attempt  a-* 
gainft  young  Douglas's  life,-— they  came,  all^  on-* 
wards  to  Edinburgh.  Douglas,  with  his  only  bro« 
ther  David,  and  Malcolm  his  counfellor  and  friend, 
with  all  their  attendants,  lodged  in  the  town.  A 
crowd  of  the  other  barons  who  were  obedient  to 
the  royal  authority,  with  their  vaflals,  had  at  the 
fame  time  repaired  thither.  Even  now,  however, 
whifpers  of  danger  to  the  young  Douglaffes,  began 
to  be  circulated  ;  the  face  of  things  feemed  to  wear 
fuch  an  awful  calmnefs  as  is  wont  to  precede  a 
florm  :  fufpicions  began  to  arife  in  the  minds  of 
feme  of  the  young  earl's  friend^,  that  Livingfton 
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and  Crichton  could  not  poffiblyinean  in  their  hearts,  ?.«ct.  u 
all  that  kindnefs  and  refpeft  which  they  fo  oftenta^ 


tioufly  proflered  to  him.  But,  the  young  earl  was'  ^^'y?^. 
himfelf  too  void  of  guile,  of  a  magnanimity  too 
manly  and  elevated,  to  give  belief  to  fuch^hifpers 
and  fears,  or  to  fuffer  them  at  all  to  influence 
his  conduct.  A^  entertainment  in  the  caftie 
of  Edinburgh,  where  Douglas,  his  brother,  and 
his  friend,  were  to  be  feafted  at  their  foverelgn's 
table  :  was  to  crown  the  reconciliation  of  the  earl 
to  the  adminiftration  of  Livingfton  and  Crichton  ; 
and  to  gratify  his  ambition  with  one  of  the  higheit 
honours  which  could  be  conferred  in  addition  to 
thofe  which  had  been  already  laviflied  upon  him. 
His  .friends,  his  Jkindred,  David  his  younger  and 
only  brother — would  have  withheld  him  from  too 
creduloufly  trufting  himfelf  within  the  caftie  whi- 
ther his  train  could  not  accompany  him.  •  At  leaji^ 
faid  his  counfellors,  let  one  brother  Jlay  behind :  It 
ivas  the  dying  advice  of  earl  Archibald^  to  his  two  fans  j 
that  theyjhotdd  never  truji  themfelves  buth  at  once  with" 
in  the  power  of  any  perfonsfrom  whom  there  might  be 
danger  to  their  perfonal  fafety.  By  all  thefe  fug- 
geftions  the  earl's  inind  was  ftill  unmoved ;  the 
conduft  of  Livingfton  and  Crichton  fecmed  to  be 
aUogether  remote  from  aught  like  fraud.  Williami . 
and  David  Doughs,  the  two  only  fons  whom  earl 
Archibald  had  left,  with  Malcolm  Fleming  their 
friend,  entered  the  caftie,  and  fat  down  to  a  mag- 
VoL.  III.  K  k  k  nificent 
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sicT.  T.    nlficent  entertainment  at  their  monarch's  table* 
Every  countenance  wore  an  afped  of  kindnefs  and 


A.  D.  welcome  ;  the  young  King  received  his  noble  guefts 
'^37-  o-  ^j^ij  boyifli  fondnefs;  Livingfton  and  Crichton  ftill 
Ihewed  the  fame  almoft  parental  favour  which  all 
their  words  and  actions  had  exprefTed  in  the  town. 
The  entertainment  was  prolonged  with  a  cumbrous 
pomp,  and  a  great  variety  of  delicacies.  But,  at 
the  laft,  a  bull's  head  was  fuddenly  placed  before 
the  two  noble  guefts :  They  knew,  too  late,  the 
iignal  of  death,  fprang  haftily  from  their  feats,  and 
made  fome  efforts  to  efcape.  In  vain.  A  band 
of  armed  men  who  awaited  the  fignal  from  within, 
now  ruihed  upon  them  ;  in  fpite  of  all  the  tears 
and  intreaties  of  the  King,  bound  their  hands ;  and 
led  the^  forth  to  inftant  execution  on  the  Caftle- 
hill.  Thus  fell  William  earl  of  Douglas,  and  with 
'  him  his  brother  David,  while  the  eldeft  of  the  two 
was.  not  yet  fixteen  years  of  age.  Malcolm  Fle- 
ming, their  counfellor  and  companion,  fhared  their 
fate.  Their  execution  punifhed  afts  of  rebellion 
which  could  not  have  been  otherwife  either  pu- 
niihed  or  reftrained.  But,  that  fraud  which  Crich- 
ton and  Livingfton  had  employed,  to  fupply  the 
want  of  due  force,  and  to  bring  the  young  men 
within  their  toils,  was  too  darkly  wicked  even  for 
the  wcaknefs  of  the  government  in  that  age  to  be 
juftified  in  employing  if,  was  unworthy  of  the 
fchool  of  policy  of  James  the  Firft,  who  knew  to 

employ 
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employ  artifice  where  ftrength  and  authority  failed,  s«ct.  i. 
to  the  very  point  beyond  which  the  ufe  of  artifice 
would  have  been  unjuft, — ^but  without  ever  greatly 
exceeding  that  point.  Crichton  here  followed  the 
policy  of  his  ancient  mafter;  but  greater  weaknefs 
drove  the  fervant  into  more,  atrocious  guilt,  than 
his  former  lord  would  in  fuch  a  cafe  have  incurred. 
James  the  Firft  would  mod  certainly  have  pardon- 
ed and  difmifled  the  boys  upon  their  promifes  of 
amendment ;  or  he  would  at  lead  have  only  de-* 
tained  them  in  fafe  confinement,  until  they  ihould 
have  learned  due  refpe£l  for  his  authority.  The 
parliament  foon  fan&ioned  the  execution  of  the 
Douglafies,  and  declared  their  death  to  be  only  the 
merited  punifliment  of  treafon.  Yet,  their  eftates 
and  honours  were  not  forfeited  from  the  family ; 
but  James,  brother  to  Archibald  their  father,  was 
fuffered  to  fucceed  to  the  earldom  of  Douglas.' 
And  he,  on  the  one  hand,  content  with  the  fuccef- 
fion  he  had  gained,  ftrove  not  to  avenge  his  ne- 
phews' murther ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  Living- 
ilon  and  Crichton  fatisfied  with  the  murther  of  the 
two  boys  whom  they  had  flain,  or  perhaps,  already, 
half-repentant  of  their  crime,  did  not  immediately 
employ  any  farther  machinations,  either  to  exter- 
minate the  family  of  Douglas,  or  to  diminiih  its 
jurifdiftion  and  pofleffions*. 

Ik 
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Sect.  L       In  the  meantime,  there  arofe  nothing  from 
abroad,  fo  to  occupy  the  turbulent  fpirit  of  the 


14^7^60  Scots,  as  that  the  progrefs  of  their  inteftinejealou- 
statc  of  fjes  and  diffenfions  might  have  been  thus  inter- 
courfc  rupted.  Thfe  reign  of  a  minor,  the  faftious  con- 
^'jsners.  tefts  of  his  minifters  and  kindred,  the  exhaufting 
efforts  which  the  Engliih  made  to,  retain  poffeflion 
of  thofe  provinces  in  France  which  Harry  the.Fifth 
had  conquered, — left  them  no  force  and  no  leifurc 
to  renew  any  unprofitable  warfare  with  the  Scots. 
However  earneftly  the  French  might  wiih  ftill  to 
kindle  up  and  maintain  the  flames  of  internal  war 
in  Britain;  yet  they  could, not  perfuade  young 
James's  minifters  and  fubjefts  to  renew  gratuitoully 
a  warfare  with  England,  from  which  the  evils 
isrhich  they  had  to  dread,  might  well  be  accounted 
to  be  much  more  formidable^  than  to  counter-ba- 
lance any  adyantages  they  had  to  hope.  The 
queen-mother,  too,  whofe  father  Somerfet,  and  her 
uncle  the  Cardinal  of  Winchefter,  held  the  chief 
influence  in  the  direclion  of  Englifh  affairs,  may 
naturally  befuppo^'ed  to  have  had — fome  fhare  of 
influence  with  her  own  kindred,  fo  induce  them 
rather  to  forbear  annoying  the  Scots  with  renewed 
war,  and  again — fome  intereft  with  the  minifters  and 
tutors  of  her  fon,  to  incline  them  rather  to  neutral- 
ity in  the  contefl  between  France  attd  England, 
than  to  offer  too  zealous  an  interference  on  the 
fide  of  France  j  efpecially  as  her  daughter  was  nei- 
ther 
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ther  tenderly  beloved  by  the  dauphin  jier  hufband,'"^.  i. 
nor  had  born  him  any  fon  to  expeftthe  inheritance ui^v^i*^ 
of  his  honours  and  power.     On  the  fide  of  Nor-  ,^3' ^ 
way,  all  was  ftill  friendly  :  Nor  had  the  Flemings 
again  renewed  thofe  hoflilities  againft  Scotland 
which  their  negotiations  at  the  Court  of  James  the 
Firft  had  happily  terminated*. 

But,  although  it  was  ftill  thus  at  th^  extrerai- Affairs  •£ 
ties  of  that  theatre  of  focial  and  political  life  whichias^famlijl 
the  Scottifh  hiftory  of  this  period  prefents  j  yet,  in 
the  centre  and  upon  the  foreground,  an  important 
drama  w&  ftill  going  on.  The  ft  age  was  narrow  ; 
the  actors  few ;  but  every  charader  was  ftrongly 
and  difcriminatively  characterized  ;  every  foul  was 
pregnant  with  that  genius,  and  with  thofe  high 
paflions  which  menace  grand  events:  and  the 
changing  fcenes  were  of  fuch  a  nature ;  that  each 
feemed  ftill  to  promife  fomething  neceflarily  differ- 
ent from  what  went  before,  but  more  fearfully  in- 
terefting  than  all  by  which  It  was  preceded.  The 
infirmities  and  the  pacific  difpofition  of  earl  James 
prevented  any  diffenfions  from  arifing  between 
him  and  the  minifters  of  the  regal  power,  during 
the  three  years  for  which  the  poffeflions  and  ho- 
nours of  the  earldom  of  Douglas  were  enjoyed  by 
him.  Had  it  not  been  for  James's  cautious  policy, 
however,  the  pofTeffions  of  this  great  houfe  might 

now 
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SicT.L    now  havfi  been  in  fuch  a  manner  divided ;  that  it 

Chap.  U.  ' 


would  no  longer  have  been  the  rival  of  the  throne, 
1437-60.  ^^^  would  therefore  have  been  no  longer  in  equal 
danger  of  being  overthrown  by  the  difficulty  of 
that  invidious  height  to  which  it  had  towered. 
The  two  unfortunate  fons  of  earl  Archibald  had 
left  a  fifter  Beatrix,  who  was  known  by  the  appel- 
lation of  the  Fair  Maid  of  Galloway.  The  earl- 
dom of  Douglas,  concerning  which  it  was  provid- 
ed, that  it  fhould  be  inherited  by  heirs-male  alone, 
could  not  therefore  fall  to  Beatrix.  But  the  earl- 
dom of  Galloway,  on  the  other  hand,  which  the 
family  of  Douglas  had  acquired  at  firff  by  the 
marriage  of  an  heirefs,  was,  of  courfe,  hereditary 
in  the  female  line,  and  fell  to  be  enjoyed  not  by 
the  brother,  but  by  the  daughter  of  earl  Archibald. 
While,  therefore,  James  inherited  the  earldom  of 
Douglas ;  Beatrix,  his  niece,  became  countefs  of  Gal- 
loway. To  prevent  the  confequences  of  this  divifion 
of  thefe  great  fieffs,  James,  contrary  to  the.advice  of 
his  kindred,  procuring  a  difpenfation  from  the  Ro- 
man Pontiff,  gave  his  niece  in  marriage  to  his  own 
eldeft  fon.  Not  outliving  long  the  accomplifhment  of 
this  marriage,  fo  advantageous  to  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  bis  o^n  family ;  he  died  at  Abercom,  at 
peace  with  the  King  and  his  governors  ;  leaving 
to  his  fon  William,  the  eldeft  of  feven  who  furviv- 
ed  their  father,  a  power  and  an  opulence  hardly 
Icfs  than  royal*. 

William, 
*  Llndfky :-— Humei  &c. 
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William,  the  fon  of  James  Douglas,  a  young  Sect.  i. 
man,  haughty,  alert, and  ambitious,  no  fooncr  attain-  v 


cd  to  the  earldom>  than  he  began  to  imitate  rather    ^-  ^* 

,  X4i7-wO. 

the  arrogance  of  his  uncle,  and  his  coufm,  than  New  dif- 
the  fluggiflinefs  and  fubmiilion  of  his  father.  He  excited  by 
a£led  as  an  independent  prince  ;  permitted  his  vaf-f^^^' 
fals  to  commit  depredations  on  the  lands  of  their 
fovereign's  faithful  fubjeds ;  gave  proteftion  to 
many  who  having  made  themfelves  obnoxious  to 
the  criminal  juftice  of  the  ftate,  took  refuge  with 
him;  and  fomented  divifions,  and  excited  difor- 
ders  among  the  fubjefts  of  the  kingdom,  by  which 
Livingfton  and  Crichton  were  exceedingly  thwart- 
ed, harraifed,  and  perplexed  in  the  adminiftration 
of  the  government.  Inftigated  by  Douglas,  John 
Gormack  of  Athole,  to  deliver  a  robber  of  that 
di{lri£t,  from  the  hands  of  juftice  ;  attacked,  near 
Perth,  Ruthven,  the  hereditary  Iheriff  of  Perth* 
(hire,  in  the  execution  of  his  duty ;  but  fortunate- 
ly, was,  after  a  defperate  conflid,  flain  with  thirty 
of  his  company,  by  the  fheriiS'  and  his  attendants. 
At  Dunbarton-caftle,  Galbraith,  a  creature  of 
Douglas's,  firft  flew  in  a  fudden  conteft,  Semple, 
who  had  been  joined  with  him  in  the  cuftody  of 
it;  and  then  relying  upon  the  earl's  fupport  againd 
his  fovereign,  feized  the  caftle  for  himfelf,  and  for 
feme  fliort  time  bade  defiance  to  the  royal  autho- 
rity. Galnraith  failed  not  to  meet  the  punifhment 
which  he  deferved.  But,  while  Livingflon  and 
I  Crichton, 
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^»cT.  I.    Crichton,  were  meditating,  how  they  might  beft 


by  artifice  or  open  force,  humble  the  pride  of  the 
1437S0.  ^^^^  ^^  James  Douglas,  as  they  had  cut  off  thofe  of 
Archibald ;  the  young  earl  bethought  himfelf  of 
employing  happier  means  than  arrogance,  contu- 
macy, and  rebellion,  to  eflablifh  the  fortunes  of  his 
houfe,  to  difappoint  the  malice,  and  to  retaliate  the 
injuries  of  his  foes.* 

The  young  monarch,  now  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  his  age ;  and  in  underftanding,  and  in 
energy  of  perfona,l  charafter,  yet  more  mature  than 
in  years ;  was  fufficiently  weary  of  the  tutelary 
bondage  in  which  he  had  been  held,  to  be  difpof- 
cd  to  emancipate  himfelf  from  the  yoke  of  Living- 
ilon  and  Crichton,  and  to  aifume  the  reins  of  the 
government  into  his  own  hands.  A  parliament 
was  fummoned  to  affemble  at  Stirling.  The  bar- 
ons thronged  to  do  honour  to  their  young  mo- 
narch, and  to  contend  with  one  another,  and  with 
his  former  governors,  for  the  firft  place  in  his  fa- 
Hcgaint  vour.  Among  the  foremoft  was  young  Douglas, 
h^nr*  whofe  refpeftful  attendance,  fubmiffion,  and  fup- 
plication  eafily  gained  from  the^  young  king,  the 
pardon  of  thofe  offences  by  which  he  had  expofed 
himfelf  to  the  penalty  of  high  trcafon.  it  was  not 
merely  pardon  that  Douglas  fought  or  obtained. 
The  fplendour  of  his  appearance,  his  manly  form, 

his 
*  Eofdcm. 
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his  courteous  manners,  his  (kill  in  all  the  graceful ''<:^-'' 
exerciies  of  youth^  the   reipect   and   attachment  v 


which  he  profeffcd  for  this  young  fovereign,  and  ^^'^^ 
the  averfion  he  eagerly  expreffed  for  all  that  the 
royal  youth  regarded  with  diflike, — ^foon  fo  much 
endeared  him  to  James ;  that  Livingfton  and 
Crichtoti  were,  by  his  advice^  removed  in  a  great 
meafure  from  their  fovereign's  counfels ;  and 
Douglas  adding,  to  his  own  hereditary  authority^ 
the  adminiftration  of  that  of  the  crown,  became  by 
far  the  mod  powerful  man  in  the  kingdom.* 

The  firft  ufe  the  earl  of  Douglas  was  difpofed^f^'^J^ 
to  make  of  this  newly  acquired  favour  with  his  fo-Crichton* 
vereign,  was,  in  order  to  punifh  Livingfton  andvingfton; 
Crichton,  whofe  faithful  fervice  to  the  crown  had 
made  them  reientlefs  and  fatal  enemies  to  his  houfe« 
By  his  counfel,  a  rigorous  account  of  their  admi^^ 
niftration  was  immediately  required  from  them* 
They  had  been  more  faithful  and  difinterefted  in 
their  offices,  than  it  is  ufual  for  nobles  and  courti-    > 
ers  to  be,  when  matters  of  fuch  high  value,  are  in* 
trufted  within  their  power.     Yet,  it  was  not  pofli- 
ble  that,  in  fo  long  an  adminiftration,  and  in  the 
circumftances  in  which  they  flood  at  the  head  of 
afi'airs,  there  fliould  not  have  fome  things  paiTed 
which  the  repfefentation  of  an  enemy  might  eafily 
exaggerate. into  fceming  crimes  of  embezzlement 

VoL.lIi:  Lll  an4 

*  tindfiiy :— Hume. 
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Sect. 
Chap, 


;  y    and  treafon,     Livingfton  and  Crichton  as  yet  go- 
vernors of  the'caftles  of  Stirling  and  Edinburgh, 
x^i^T^do.  ^^''^  ^^^  declared  rebels  againft  the  king's  autho- 
*f  D^""il  "^y  '  ^^^  becaufe  they  refufed  to  put  themfelves 
aipiinft     within  the  power  of  Douglas  their  enemy, — faw 
I  abd^*h- themfelves  about  to  be  dcftroyed  by  that  govern- 

i  ^^°'       •  ment  which  they  had  with  infinite  difficulty  fup- 

I  ported,  and  by  the  prince  whom  they  had  brought 

!  up.     Extruded  from  their  fovereign's  court,  they 

would  not  however  patiently  endure  the  wrongs 
offered  them  by  the  contrivance  of  their  rival  and 
enemy.  That  fummons  which  called  them  to  ^ 
judicial  trial,  they  heard  with  fcorn  and  difregard. 
Among  their  vaflals,  they  prepared  to  (land  upon 
their  own  defence,  and  to  repel  force  by  force, 
Douglas  having  procured  their  formal  condemna- 
tion in  a  parliament  aifembled  at  Stirling,  in  which 
all  his  dependants  and  their  enemies  eagerly  afTiil- 
ed;  difpatchcd  Forrcfter  of  Corftorphine  to  execute 
that  (entence  which  confifcated  all  their  goods  to 
their 'fovcreign's  ufe.  Crichton^s  caftle  in  Mid- 
Lothian  was  by  Forrefter  befieged,  taken  under  a 
'  capitulation,  and  then  razed  to  the  ground. .  But, 
Crichton  failed  not  to  retaliate  the  injury,  by  im- 
mediately ravaging  and  laying  wafte  Forrefter's 
barony  of  Corftorphine,  as  well  as  Douglas's  lands 
•  of  Strathbrock,  Abercorn,  and  Blacknefs.     The 

late  regent,  lying  under  the  fame  misfortune,  made 
common  caufe  with  Crichton }  and  aided   him  in 
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his  attempts  to  retaliate  the  injuries  offered  by^MT.  i. 
Douglas.  James  Kennedy,  too,  bifhop  of  St  An- 
drew's, and  nephew  to  the  late  king,  gave  not  on- 
ly his  countenance  but  his  a&ive  fupport  to  the 
caufe  of  Livingflon  and  Grichton.  The  whole 
kingdom  was  for  a  moment  divided  againd  itfelf  i 
the  majority  indeed  adhering  to  the  earl  of  Doug- 
las and  their  young  king ;  yet  many  being  flill  fa- 
vourable to  men  whofe  government  had  been  fo 
wife  and  energetic  as  that  of  Livingflon  and  Grich- 
ton. At  the  command  of  Douglas,  Lindfay,  earl 
of  Grawford,  and  Ogilvy  of  Innerquharity,  made 
an  inroad  out  of  Angus  into  Fife,  and  laid  wade 
the  lands  of  Kennedy,  but  could  not  feize  the  bi- 
fhop's  perfon.  Kennedy  retaliated  upon  them  with 
the  thunder  of  excommunication,  and  the  other 
fpiritual  arms  of  the  church  ;  a  retaliation  which 
they  little  heeded,  and  by  which  they  were  little 
injured.  A  conteft  between  Ogilvy  and  Crawford's 
eldeft  fon,  concerning  the  bailiffftiip  to  the  abbot  of 
Aberbrothwick,  foon  after  produced  a  combat,  in 
which  the  earl  of  Crawford  fell,  and  fo  many  on 
both  fides  were  flain,  that  this  even  might  well 
feem  to  an  ignorant  and  fuperftitious  age,  to  be 
nothing  elfe  than  the  vengeance  of  heaven  inter- 
pofing  to  give  tSt&.  to  the  curfes  of  bilhop  Ken- 
nedy, and  to  vindicate  the  facred  authority  of  its 
minifters.  On  the  wedc^n  lide  of  the  kingdom, 
Boyd,  captain  of  the  caftfe  of  Dunbarton,  treache- 

roufly 
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Sect.  I.  fouflv  flcw  Jaofies  Stewart  of  Auchminto;  and  cru- 
u-'-y^o  elly  enticing  Stewart's  wife  frorn  her  own  houfe, 
?437-^  by  the  fraudful  artifice  of  a  prieft,  as  if  to  meet  her 
huiband  ;  conduced  her  to  where  flie  was  tortur- 
ingly  afflided  by  the  fudden  knowledge  of  his  mur- 
ther.  The  angui(h  of  thefe  tidings,  with  the  thought 
that  Jhe  was  in  the  hands  of  the  aflailins,  brought 
upon  her  the  painri  of  premature  cbiid-birth,  which 
added  to  the  forrow  that  wrung  her  heart,  inftantly 
delivered  her  from  life.  In  £aft*Lothian,  Archibald 
Dunbar  befieged  and  took  the  caftle  of  H^Ies  in 
Eaft-Lothian^  and  cruelly  put  to  death  all  whom  he 
found  within  it.  The  Douglafles  however  foon  re  took 
the  caftle,  and  made  Dunbar  their  prifoner.  AH 
thefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  mifchiefs  were  the  effeds 
of  the  endeavours  of  Livingfton  and  Crichton,  with 
their  friends  and  adherents,  to  wichftand  Douglas 
in  his  endeavours  to  work  their  ruin  by  the  abufe 
of  the  royal  authority  which  the  partial  attachment 
of  the  young  king  put  wholly  into  his  hands.  The 
caftle  of  Edinburgh  which  had  for  fome  time  been 
held  out  by  Sir  William  Crichton  againft  the  fiege 
of  the  king  and  the  earl  of  Douglas,  was  at  laft  by 
*  Crichton  furrendered  upon  the  conditions  of  an 
amnefty  to  him,  and  his  adherents,  of  all  paft  of- 
fences,— and  of  Crichton's  reftoradon  to  the  office 
of  chancellor,  which  he  had  held  fo  long.  This 
eyent  terminated  thefe  difturbances,  and  reftored 

throughout 
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throughout  the  kingdom,  a 
and  infecufe  trdnquillity.* 


throughout  the  kingdom,  a  temporary  but  gloomy  ^'^^t-  ^• 


A.  D. 

Jambs  now  in  his  fifteenth  year,  was  pcrfuaded Carriage 
to  court  the  affinity  of  fome  foreign  prince,  and  to  jamet. 
give  a  wife  to  his  bed,  to  the  throne  a  young  queen. 
Crichton  now  reftored  to  the  monarch's  favour, 
was  wifely  feleded  as  a  man  eminently  qualified  to 
go  upon  an  embaffy  of  wooing  for  his  fovereign. 
John  bifhop  of  Dunkeld,  and  Sir  Nicholas  Otter- 
burn,  were  the  chofen  companions  of  his  embalTy. 
Margaret  daughter  to  the  duke  of  Guelders,  and 
niece  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  was  the  lady  to 
whom  James  had  been  taught  to  addrefs  the  hopes 
and  vows  of  his  firft  youthful  love.  Crichton  and  his 
company,  met  with  tio  ungracious  reception  at  the 
duke  of  Guelders's  court. — Bat,  in  the  mean  while, 
the  abfence  of  Crichton  left  his  friends  almoft 
without  defence  againft  the  vengeful  machinations 
of  the  earl  of  Douglas  and  his  party.  Crichton's 
wifdom  and  experience  were  a  fure  protedion  to 
himfelf ;  and  to  thofe  who  were  attached  to  him  : 
Livingfton  was  far  from  poffeiling  the  fame  abili- 
ties and  addrefs.  While  the  ruin  of  Livingfiion 
and  fome  others  of  the  party  was  plotted  i  Crich* 
ton  returned  from  his  embaffy  ;  conducing  home 
the  Flemifh  princefs  whom  the  duke  of  Guelders 
had  willingly  granted  to  the  wiihes  of  the  young 

fovereign 
^  Liadiaf  t  p.  J2,  Sec  :— Leily :— Buchanan. . 
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c*^^'  iL  ^^v^^^^g^  ^f  ^^^  Scots.     A  gallant  train  attended 
her  from  Flanders.     James  received  his  bride  vith 


x^7^-  ^'^  ^^^  ^^^^  ardour  of  a  youthful  lover.  The  mar- 
riage was  folemnly  celebrated  at  Edinburgh.  James 
conferred  upon  this  occafion,  new  pofieffions  and 
honours  upon  his  favourites  of  the  Houfe  of  Doug- 
las :  With  Cric{iton  he  became  fo  much  more  cor- 
dially reconciled  as  to  detach  him  now  altogether 
from  the  interefts  of  his  old  friend  and  rival  Living- 
fton :  againit  Livingfton  and  the  remains  of  the 
party  of  his  old  minifters,  the  young  King  then 
proceeded  to  exercife  the  utmoft  feverity  of  offend- 
ed majefly.  Livingfton  with  his  eldeft  fon,  and  a 
certain  number  of  his  confidential  friends,  were 
impeached  of  high  treafon  ;  condemned ;  and  the 
younger  Livingfton,  with  feveral  of  their  friends, 
were  beheaded  on  the  fcaffbld.  Their  fall  was  pi- 
tied by  the  people ;  and  they  were  lamented  as  the 
innocent  vidims  of  the  revenge  of  Douglas.  The 
elder  Livingfton  was,  for  a  great  fum  of  money, 
faved  from  death  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner; 
but  was  fent  into  confinement  for  the  reft  of  his 
days  in  the  cs^ftle  of  Dumbarton"". 

War  with      James  uow  advancing  to  manhood,  was  defirous 
the  Eng-  jQ  diftinguifh  his  reign  by  the  glory  of  martial  ex- 
ploits.    An  occafion  foon  arofe ;    for  when    the 
truce,  which  had  for  fome  time  held  all  things  tran- 
quil 
*  Lindfay  : — Lcflj  : — Buchanan : — ^Drammond. 
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quil  on  the  borders  of  England, — expired;  the  Sect.  i. 
French  earned  ly  folicited  their  Scottifh  allies  to  re- 


new the  war ;  nor  did  England  oflFer  any  condi-  ^^'J^ 
tions  fufliciently  alluring  to  difpofe  the  Scots  ra- 
ther to  remain  at  peace.  Hoftilities  were  mutually 
renewed  ;  at  firft  with  petty  incurfions,  rather  vex^ 
atious  than  j^reatly  formidable  ;  but  foon  with  fo 
much  rifmg  rage  upon  both  fides, — ^that  greater  en- 
terprizes  were  projected  ;  and  all  the  flrength  and 
fury  of  the  Scottifh  nation  were  foon  vigoroufly 
oppofed  to  all  that  could  be  done  by  the  military 
force  of  the  northern  counties  of  England.  The 
Englifli  had  ravaged  Annandale,  the  Scots  had 
more  than  retaliated  thofe  ravages  upon  Cumber- 
land i  wheii  the  Englifh  to  anticipate  any  new  en- 
terprize  by  the  Scots,  colleftcd  an  army  of  many 
thoufand  men,  and  fent  this  hoft  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  John  Ren- 
nington,  and  Magnus  Redman  a  knight  who  had  . 
diftinguiflicd  himfelf  in  the  French  wars  by  many 
a£ts  of  the  ixardieft  and  mod  heroic  valour,  to  in- 
vade the  weftern  borders  of  Scotland  from  which 
they  had  been  of  late  the  mbft  grievoufly  annoyed 
by  invafion.  While  this  ftorm  of  invafion  ap- 
proached, the  Scots  indignantly  prepared  to  meet 
and  to  difpel  it.  The  weftern  marches  more  efpe- 
cially,  were  under  the  wardenfhip  of  the  earl  of 
Douglas :  But  on  him,  and  on  his  family  and  ad- 
herents, now  depended  the  whole  concerns  of  the 

national 
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sicr.  I.  national  defence.  George  Douglas,  therefore,  earl 
cj^-v^  of  Ormond,  and  brother  to  the  carl  of  Douglas, 
^  ^J>.  ^^^  commiffioned  to  repulfe  the  invaders ;  all  the 
friends,  dependents,  and  vailals  of  his  houfe,  joined 
him  in  arms.  Wallace  of  Cragie,  Johnftoun  of 
of  Johnftoun,  Maxwell  of  Caerlaverack,  leaders 
of  tried  ikiil  and  courage,  v^ere  the  principal  cap« 
tains  who  muftered  and  conduced  this  army  under 
Ormond's  command.  Hardly  had  the  £ngli(h 
advanced  acrofs  the  Solway,  and  pitched  their 
tents  at  the  fmall  river  of  Sark,  when  the  ScottiOi 
hoft  were  ready  at  no  great  diftance,  to.oppofe 
them  in  battle-array.  Alarmed  by  the  news  of 
the  near  approach  of  the  Scots,  the  Englifh  were 
quickly  obliged  to  call  in  thofe  ravaging  patties 
which  they  had  juft  begun  to  fend  out  from  their 
head- quarters  to  fpoil  the  country.  Scarcely  could 
they  make  themfelves  ready  for  the  fight,  when 
the  Scots  impetuoufly  advancing,  were  ready  to 
attack  them  in  their  tents.  The  EngUfli  then  in 
hade,  drew  out  in  order  of  battle  ;  their  van^guard 
being  led  by  Redman ;  Northumberland  placing 
himfelf  in  the  centre ;  while  Rennington,  with  the 
Welshmen  who  made  a  confiderable  proportion  of 
the  army,  were  ftationed  in  the  rear.  Oi^  the  fide 
of  the  Scots,  again,  the  brave  Wallace  of  Craigie^ 
allied  by  collateral  defcent,  to  the  ancient  cham- 
pion of  Scottifli  freedom,'  led  on  the  van  :  Or- 
mond,  the  commander  in  chief,  was  at  the  head  of 

I  the 
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the  central  column  :  Maxwell  and  Johnftone,  com-^'CT.  i. 

-^  '  Chap.  11. 


manded  in  the  left  wing.  The  trumpets  founded  :c 
The  battle  was  joined.  In  fpite  of  thofe  regula-  i^'..^, 
tions  which  had  been  made  by  James  the  Firft  for 
the  accomplifliment  of  the  Scottifli  commonalty  in 
the  ufe  of  the  bow  ;  the  Scottifli  archers  were  ftill 
altogether  unequal  to  the  Englifli.  With  the  firfl 
vollies  of  their  arrows,  darts,  and  perhaps  fome 
mufquetry,  thefe  had  now  alraoft  driven  the  Scot- 
tifli column  under  Wallace  into  diforder,  before  the 
latter  could  with  the  weapons  which  they  wore, 
make  any  impreffion.  But,  Wallace  with  all  the 
fire  of  his  illuftrious  anceftor,  at  laft  impatiently 
calling  to  his  companions  to  follow,  rufhed  impe- 
tuoufly  forward  into  clofe  fight  with  the  oppofite 
hoft }  was  followed  by  all  the  brave  men  under  his 
command  ;  aad  when  thus  fo  nigh  that  the  Englifh 
could  no  longer  empty  their  quivers  with  ad  van- 
tage,  fo  powerfully  employed  their  fpears,  their 
fwords,  their  battle-axes,  that  the  current  of  fuccefs 
was  quickly  turned  againft  the  Englifh  ;  and  rank 
was  driven  back  upon  rknk-^and  column  upon  co- 
lumn, with  the  mofl  dreadful  confufion  and  ha- 
vock.  Redman,  with  a  chofen  band,  endeavoured 
to  withftand  this  impreffion,  and  to  break  the  force 
of  the  enemy,  by  which  it  was  made.  Terrible 
was  then,  for  fome  moments,  the  ftruggle  of  the 
combat,  over  all  the  field :  Fury  in  every  heart, 
braced  each  foldier's  frame  to  the  mod  vigorous 
VoL.IIL  Mmm  ,  exertion j 
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sicT.i-  exertion ;  here  the  overthrow  of  one  oppenent  eave 
c-v^%^  new  energy  to  new  down  others ;  there  wounds 
'^'^:  and  defeat  made  the  fallen  bite  the  earth  with 
doubly  exafperated  rage ;  here  was  the  ftruggle 
between  two  warriours,  whofe  force  and  dexterity 
were  fo  equally  matched,  that  while  neither  was 
worfled,  each  could  with  difficulty  make  the  necef- 
fary  refiftance  ;  there  a  rabble  were  fighting,  flt^e- 
ing,  advancing,  all  in  one  confufion  j  here  the 
vanquiflied  furrendered  themfelves  for  the  fake  ot 
life,  into  captivity;  there  the  pains  of 'death 
were  rendered  more  excruciating  to  the  dying, 
and  while  their  life  iffued  from  mortal  wounds, 
they  were  torn  in  pieces,  and  trampled  under 
foot,  amid  th^  fluftuating.  tumult  of  the  battle, 
Redman,  after  efforts  of  incredible  ralour,  was 
flain;  nor  did  Wallace,  the  brave  Scottifii  com- 
mander, to  whom  he  was  oppofed,  cfcape — nearly 
the  fame  fate.  But,  the  Englifh  were  driven  into 
general  flight :  And  the  flowing  of  the  tide  had,  in 
the  mean  time,  fo  much  ftt^llen  the  ftreams  which 
they  had  to  pafs,  that  mjiiiy  perifhed  in  the  waters 
as  they  fled;  and  many  were  flam,  while  they 
had  turned  their  backs  to  ihe  foe,  yet  hefitated  to 
plunge  into  an  impaflfable  current.  The  prifoners 
taken,  were  many ;  and  of  thefe  not  a  few  were 
perfons  of  rank,  whofe  ranfoms  might  be  fufficienc 
to  enrich  their  captors.  There  was  likewife  taken 
in  the  Englifh  camp,  much  precious  fpoil  of  gold 

'and 
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and  filver,  whigh  was  divided  among  the  foldicTy,SECT.  i. 
according  to  the  ufuai  law  of  the  diftribution  ofv-^^v-^ 
fuch  plunden     The  principal  captives  were  placed  ,^' ^'^j. 
in  cuftody,  in  the  caftle  of  Lochmaben.     The  vic- 
tory added  new  fplcndour  to  the  name  of  Douglas; 
and  contributed  to  enhance  that  influence  which 
uas  already  alnioit  all-powerful  with  the  King  and 
with  the  nation*.  , 

The  power,  the  pride,  the  grandeur,  of  the'''^*^"''* 
Houfe  of  Douglas^  were  now  at  their  loftieft  height,  goes  a- 
They  had  afcended  like  him,  who  mounts  with 
painful  (leps,  and  with  long  but  {till  fuccefsful  toil, 
the  gently  floping  declivity  of  a  hill,  even  to  the 
very  fupimit,  and  then  fuddenly  fturabling,  is  dafh- 
ed  h^dlong  down,,  the  precipice,  oppofite  to  the  • 
fide  by  which  he  made  his  afccnt.  To  offend  the 
Douglaifes  was,  at  thi^  time,  more  dangerous  than 
to  rebel  againft  their  King.  Many  of  .the  ipfcrior 
barons,  men  who  were  yet  confiderably  powerful 
and  illuftrious,  found  it  neceffary  to  court  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  earl  of  Douglas  ;  and  even  volunta- 
rily to  fubjed  themfelves  to  all  the  humiliation  of 
vaffalage  to  him,  for  the  fake  of  winning  his  fa- 
vours, or  cfcaping  his  enmity.  Colvil  of  Ochil- 
tree, having,  about  this  time,  flain  Auchinleck  of 
Auchinleck,  a  favourite  adherent  to  the  earl  of 

Douglas  ) 

*  Lefly  : — Lindfay  :— Drummond  ; — Hume'»  Hiftory  of 
the  Douglafles. 
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Sect.  I. 
Cdap.  II. 


Douglas  ;  Douglas  to  fignalize  his  vengeance,  laid 
wafte  to  defolation,  ColvilFs  lands  ;  befieged  and 
took  his  caftle  ;  put  to  death  Colvill  hirafelf,  and 
all  who  were  found  in  the  caftle  with  him.  While 
thus  all  powerful  at  home,  Douglas  became  ambi- 
tious to  difplay  his  grandeur  to  the  inhabitants  of 
diftant  lands.  Sumptuous  preparations  were  made; 
and  with  an  illuftrious  band  of  companions,  with 
a  numerous  train  of  attendants,  he  departed  to  vi- 
fit  France  and  Italy.  With  him  went  the  chiefs 
of  the  families  of  Hamilton,  Grey,  Salton,  Seaton, 
Oliphant,  Forbes,  and  many  others  ;  fo  that  a  king 
could  fcarcely  have  been  more  royally  attended 
upon  fuch  a  journey.  In  France,  he  was  honour- 
ably received  and  entertained  by  Charles  the  Se- 
venth, an;!  inverted  with  all  the  honours  of  the 
duchy  of  Touraine,  which  his  three  predeceffors 
in  the  earldom  of  Douglas  had  enjoyed.  From 
France  he  proceeded  to  Italy  and  Rome.  At 
Rome  he  was  received  with  thofe  honours  which 
are  due  to  princes  only.  The  fplendour  of  his 
appearance,  the  numbers  of  his  train,  the  magnifi- 
cence of  his  expence,  every  where  feemed  to  re- 
fleft  new  glory  upon  the  Scottifh  nation,  and  to 
reprefent  the  Houfe  of  Douglas,  as  the  pride  of  all 
that  was  illuftrious  in  Scotland.  The  earl  of 
Douglas  and  his  company  appeared  not  to  the 
French  or  the  Romans,  a  troop  of  needy  barbari- 
ans, 
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ans,  but  a  train  of  the  moft  gallant  knights  of^ECT.  i, 
whom  Chriftendom  could  boaft**  u^^v-s^ 

A.  D. 

1437-60. 
But,  at  home^  in  the  mean  time,  the  greatnefs  The  King 

of  the  Houfe  of  Doui^las  had  begun  to  be  fatally  ^^*j°™"f 
fapped.  A  truce  had  been  again  negotiated  with  Douglas, 
the  now  feeble  and  diftrafted  government  of  Eng- 
land, which  left  the  Scots  at  peace  from  foreign 
war.  Succeflive  embaffies  from  France,  had  ob- 
tained only  permiflion  for  fome  levies  of  foldiers, 
but  had  not  involved  the  Scots  more  deeply  in  its 
quarrel.  A  peace  at  lad  wreiled  from  the  £ng- 
Ii(h,  had  re^eftablifhed  Charles  the  Seventh  in  the 
pofTeilion  of  all  the  ancient  dominions  of  the' 
French  CroWn.  New  troubles  fpringing  up  in  Eng- 
land, began  to  threaten  the  dethronement  of  its 
monarch,  and  the  elevation  of  a  different  family  to 
the  fovereignty.  The  abfence  of  Douglas  .from 
Scotland,  while  /the  Scots  ftood  in  this  pofture  in 
refpeftto  their  wonted  foreign  enemies  and  allies,— 
left  the  King  at  liberty  to  turn  his  cares  to  reduce 
within  due  limits,  that  power  of  a  fubje£k  which 
even  when  not  adverfe  to  the  Crown,  might  ftill 
feem  to  overtop  and  overfliadow  it.  James  had 
now  grown  up  to  iranhood.  His  natural  abilities 
had,  fortunately,  not  been  cramped*  to  fatuity  un- 
der the  tuition  of  Crichton.  He  was  not  deftitute 
of  the  magnanimous  ambition  becoming  a  mo- 
narch J 
*  Hume's  Hiftc>ry  of  the  Douglafles,  5cc. 
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sicT.  I.  narch ;  he  had  gradually  learned  amid  the  contefts 
\.00rr>m>  jot  his  nobles  and  minifters,  to  difcern  the  trye  in- 
1437-^0..  ^^^^^s  and  duties  of  his  royal  ftation.  The  pre- 
fence  of  the  earl  of  DougUs,  the  afcea^ency  which 
his  perfqnal  qualities  had  acquired  over  the  mo- 
narch's mind,  the  extenfive  and  deeply  i-ootcd  in- 
fluence which  be  poflfeflfi^d  wvh  the  natioix, — had 
all  together  drawn  James  to  make  the  fovereign  au- 
thority, for  a  time,  the  inflrument  of  his  vaflars 
ambition.  But  James  now  awakiog^  as  froim  a 
.  dream,  began  to  difcern  that  he  bad  advanced  Doug- 
las too  high ;  that  he  had  gratified  him  too  far  ; 
ih^t  he  had  unwifely  exalted  him  to  a  pre-emiaence 
from  which  he  might  blafl  his  own  greatnefs ;  that 
the  policy  of  Livingfton  whom  be  had  put  to  death, 
of  Crichton  whom  he  had  degraded,  was  far  more 
true  tp  the  Crown  when  they  endeavoured  to  de- 
(Iroy,  thaa  his  pwn  policy  when  he  had  fo  dili- 
gently built  up — the  grandeur  of  the  Douglaffes. 
Enow  weje  near  to  fuggeft  fuch  rejledions  as 
thefe  to  the  young  monarch's  mind,  or  to  encou- 
lage  them  when  they  had  been  once  fuggefted,  and 
inflame  fufpicion  to  uncontroulable  rage.  Doug- 
las of  Balveny,  who  had  been  left  to  fuperintend 
and  dired  with  full  authority,  all  the  earl's  affairs 
during  his  own  abfence,  imprudently  thwarted  the 
wi  flies  of  the  King,  and  flighted  his  authprity  ;  and 
at  the  inftigation  of  the  earls  of  Moray  and  Or- 
mond,  the  earl  of  Douglas's  brothers,  'abufed  all 
*  the 
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the  power  of  the  earldom  to  irritate  the  Kinjg'jSEcVT.^* 
and    fet    the   royal   authority  at   defiance.      Atv>^^r<^ 
laft,  Balveny  was  fummoned  to  appear  before  the  ^^'^ 
parh'ament,  and  make  anfwer  to  certain  chargei 
which   had  been  formally   preferred   againfl  the 
earl,   whofe   procurator   he   was*     Balveny   eon- 
temptuoully  refufed   obedience   to  the  fummonsl  . 
James  gave  orders ;  and  he  was  brought  in  Vf 
force.    His  fubmiffion,  made,  when  he  had  no  longi  ' 
er  any  alternative  between  fubmiffion  and  punifhl 
ment,  was  accepted  in  good  part  by  the  King,  ftill 
reluftaht  to  raife  the  arm  of  juftice  or  veiigeinct 
againft  his  late  favourite.     No  fooncr,  ho^^ever, 
had  Balveny  thus  efcaped  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
offended  monarch,  than  he  fcornfuUy  violated  all 
the  engagements  he  had  fo  lately  made ;  refufed  to 
redrefs  thofe  wrongs,  on  account  of  which  the  mo- 
narch's wrath  had  been  excited  againft  him ;  and 
afted  as  if  faithlefsnefs  and  rebellion  had  been 
among  the  talks  impofed  upon  him  by  his  abfent 
lord.     James  then  defpatched  the  earl  of  Orkney*, 
now  his  chancellor,  to  confifcate  to  his  ufe  the 
rents  of  the  .earl  of  Douglas's  eftates  in  Galloway 
and  Clydefdale  :   But,  Orkney  was  flighted,  difo- 
beyed,  and  withheld  by  the  vaflals  of  the  Houfe  of 
Douglas,  from  carrying  into  execution,  thofe  or- 
ders of  which  he  had  come,  the  minifter.     Pro- 
voked beyond  meafui*e*by  this  continued  infolence,  - 
James  then,  for  thfe'Iaft  ^|,  fummoned  by  a  he- 

raid. 
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Sect.  I.  j-jjd^  all  the  adherents  of  Douglas  to  make  imme- 
«.«inro  diate  fubmiflion  to  the  laws ;  and  without  farther 
i^  ^o.  delay  niuftering  a  powerful  military  force ;  march- 
ed into  thofe  wedern  counties  in  which  the  autho- 
rity of  Douglas  was  refpeded,  but  that  of  his  fo- 
vereign  fcorned.  Even  the  prefence  of  the  monarch 
could  not  there  command  obedience,  till  James 
took  by  fiege  the  fortalices  and  cailles ;  placed  a 
new  garrifon  in  the  caftle  of  Lochmaben ;  levelled 
that,  of  Douglas  to  the  ground ;  from  the  lands 
and  goods  of  the  humbled  rebels,'  made  compenfa- 
tion  to  thofe  who  had  fuffered  by  their  violence 
and  rapine ;  and  inflided  fuch  punifhments,  as 
juftice  tempered  with  relenting  mercy,  feemed  to 
award  againft  their  crimes.  Earl  William  received 
tidings  of  thefe  tranfadions  in  Scotland,  while  he 
with  his  attendants  and  companions,  were  flill  en- 
joying the  fplendid  feftivity  of  Rome,  and  oftenta- 
tioufly  difplaying  their  wealth  and  magnificence 
in  that  capital  of  the  weftern  world.  At  the  news 
of  events  fo  unfavourable,  and  fo  unexpeded,  he 
was  alarmed,  confounded,  and  perplexed  ;  as  were 
likewife  all  thofe  who  were  with  him.  They  haf- 
,  tily  bade  adieu  to  Rome  i  and.  afham^d  as  if  all 
Europe  knew  them  to  be  outlaws,  ftole  home,  al- 
moft  fingly,  and  by  different  ways  ;  fome  through 
France,  fome  through  Flanders  ;.  the  earl  himfelf 
by  the  way  of  England.  But  James  was  not  yet 
.^  relentlefsly 
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relentlefsly  enrj^ed  againft  the  earl.     The  tro-SEcri. 
ther  of  the  earl  of  Douglas,    having  come,  tov 


foothe  the  King's  anger  before  William  himfelf  j^- ^-^^ 
fhould  arrive ;  was  not  ungracioufly  received  by 
the  monarchy  and  was  aflured,  that  if  the  earl 
would  only  reftrain  the  diforders  of  his  vaffals  and 
dependents,  he  fhould  be  not  lefs  welcome  to  his 
fovereign  than  he  had  formerly  been.  The  earl 
himfelf  arriving  foon  after^  feemed,  at  firft,  to"  re- 
fume  his  former  afcendency  over  James's  mind, 
and  was  foon  nominated  his  lieutenant  or  jufticiary 
for  the  whole  kingdom.  But,  Douglas,  would  no 
longer  repofe  confidence  in  the  monarch's  favour. 
He  faw  that  James  was  not  the  mere  Ihadow  of  a 
prince,  deftined  to  be  the  tool  of  minifters  and 
nobles,  but  a  young  monarch  of  a  keen,  vigorous, 
and  comprehenfive  mind,  qualified  to  govern  for 
himfelfi  He  faw  that  James's  jealoufy  was  now 
actively  awake  againft  him ;  and  dreaded  that  it 
might  never  more  be  efFeftually  laid  afleep.  His 
brothers,  too,  and  all  his  kindred  feem  to  have 
driven  to  irritate  his  pride  and  refentment  againft 
his  fovereign.  Not  long,  therefore,  after  his  re- 
turn, he  repaired  without  the  monarch's  leave  into 
England,  and  roufed  anew  that  refentment  which 
had  been  fo  lately  appeafed, — by  the  fufpicion  of  a 
treafonable  negociation  with  the  Englifh  King. 
Again,  however,  the  earl  fubmiflively  returned  to 
Jameses  court,  and  withoi^great  difficulty  pacified 
Voj-.  111.  N  n  n  the 
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Sect.  I.    the  anfjef  of  his  former  friend,  who  had  not 

Chap.  II.  ° 

v,,^^-y«o  yet  altogether  ceafed  to  regard  him  with  fome- 
1437^0  ^^^^  ^^  *  friend's  partiality.  James,  however, 
would  not  at  this  time  fo  wholly  reconcile  him- 
felf  to  Douglas,  as  not  to  dived  him  of  his  offices 
about  court,  and  to  difmifs  him  to  retirement  and 
privacy  within  his  own  domains*. 


Feud  be- 


These  events  were  proceeding  faft  in  an  un- 
twccn  the  broken  chain,  to  that  awful  cataftrophe,  in  which 
and  crich- they  were  loon  to  dole.  Sir  William  Cnchton, 
the  ancient  and  faithful  fervant  of  the  crown,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  a  part  of  that  favour  with  James,  and  to 
fome  of  thofe  offices  which  Douglas  had  loft. 
Crichton  did  not  difguife  his  enmity  to  the  earh 
To  his  former  offences  againft  the  houfe  of  Doug- 
las, he  was  now  continually  adding  others  which 
could  not  be  pardoned.  Refolving  to  rid  himfelf 
for  ever  of  fuch  an  enemy,  Douglas,  with  a  party 
of  his  ordinary  followers,  cafting  off  all  refpeS  for 
the  King's  peace,  lay  in  wait  for  Crichton  between 
his  own  caftle  and  the  town .  of  Edinburgh.  Go- 
ing in  the  morning,  and  with  few  attendants,  from 
Crichton-caftle  to  Edinburgh,  Crichton  found  him- 
felf fuddenly  affaultcd  by  a  troop  of  armed  men 
who  arofe  ag'ainft  him,  out  of  ambufli.  Crichton 
himfelf  would  have  fled ;  but,  his  fon,  a  gallant 

youth, 

*  Lcflj : — Lindfay : — Imne's  Hillory  of  the  Douglaf- 
fcs,  &c. 
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youth,  and  others  who  accompanied  him,  repre-S*^<=T-  ^• 
fented  that  fearful  flight  would  be  vain,  and  intreat- 
ed  him  to  oppofe  thofe  treacherous  aflaihnts  with 
his  wonted  manhood.  The  old  man  and  his  com- 
panions hence  taking  courage,  made  fo  vigorous  a 
refinance,  that  fome  of  their  aflailants  fell,  and  the 
reft  could  not  prevent  him  from  making  his  re- 
treat in  fafety  and  with  honour  to  Crichton-caflle. 
The  Crichtons  would  not  brook  this  villainous  af- 
fault  unpunifhed.  They  quickly  aflembled  their 
vailals  and -friends,  and  coming  fuddenly  upon  the 
earl  of  Douglas  while  he  remained  at  Edinburgh, 
compelled  him  to  leave  that  town  in  the  difgrace 
of  defeat,  and  not  without  incurring  extreme  dan- 
ger as  to  his  perfonal  fafety.  Crichton  feemed  to 
have  adked  not  without  the  king's  encouragement; 
and  the  danger  and  difgrace  appeared  therefore  to 
Douglas  more  alarming  than  if  they  had  proceed- 
ed merely  from  an  angry  fellow-fubjed*. 

The  dye  was  now  cafl.  Neither  Douglas  npr 
his  fovereign  could  longer  fleadily  and  cordially 
believe  the  fafety  of  the  other  to  be  confiflent  with 
his  own.  Yet  each  feared  to  begin  a  contefl  of 
which  the  event  could  not  but  appear  uncertain. 
Douglas,  already  connefted  by  the  ties  of  blood 
and  by  other  flrong  relations  with  mofl  of  the 
principal  nobility,  now  fought  to  flrengthen  him- 

^  Lindfay,  p.  58. 
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Sect.  I.  felf  farther  by  a  Icague  oflenfive  and  defenfive,  a- 
u*^v-*o  gainft  all  enemies  whomfoever,  with  the  earls  of  Or- 
1427^.  mond,  Moray,  Crawford,  and  Rofs.  The  league  was 
folemnly  concluded  :  Its  chiefs  were  maflers  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  kingdom :  And  they  might  all 
BOW  deem  it  fafe  for  every  one  of  them  to  fet  their 
fovereign  at  defiance. — ^This  was  throughout  JLiu 
jope,  the  critical  a:ra  of  a  great  revolution  in 
the  feudal  fyflem.  And  in  Scotland,  it  might 
feem  probable,  that  tho  nobles  might  now -either 
become  independent  princes,  like  thofe  of  Germa- 
ny and  Italy  j  or  might  rather  rejedi  a  king  from 
reigning  over  them,  and  become  an  ariftocratical 
republic  ;  or  if  by  any  fortune  which  could  fcarcely 
be  feared  or  expefted,  their  king  fhould  prev^l  a- 
gainft  them,  might  be  reduced  to  the  abjeft  ftate 
of  the  trembling  flaves  of  an  uilcontroulable  def- 
potifm.  But,  the  kingdom,  the  field  of  the  conteft, 
was  too  narrow  to  afford  room  for  the  monarch  to 
enflave  one  part  of  his  fubjefts,  while  another  Ihould 
carelefsly  view  their  fate,  or  even  become  the  minif- 
tcTS  of  their  ruin  :  It  was  too  narrow  to  afford  room 
for  its  divifion  into  feparate  principalities  : — They 
feem  to  have  been  caufes  lefs  general  and  permanent 
in  their  operation  which  we  (hall  fee  to  have  at  this 
period  interpofed  to  prevent  Scotland  from  becom- 
ing a  fort  of  eleftive  monarchy,  or  an  ariftocratical 
republic. — Douglas  now  armed  at  all  points  againft 
his  fovereign*s  wrath  by  the  league  into  which  he 

had 
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had  entered ;  oppofed  the  execution  of  the  laws  by  s«ct.  i.^ 
the  king's  officers,  yet  more  openly  and  infolentlyv 


than  he  had  done  before.  Whofoever  among  the  ,^-?J;,, 
inferior  barons  preferred  their  allegiance  to  James, 
before  that  attachment  and  dependence  which  Dou- 
glas claimed  from  them,  were  purfued,  if  within  the 
fphere  of  his  power,  with  exterminating  fury.  Her- 
ries  of  Terreagles,  one  of  the  moit  loyal  fubjefts  of 
the  crown,  having  often  in  rain  alked  compenfation 
from  Douglas  for  the  rapine  with  which  the  plun- 
dering borderers  of  Aanandale  were  accuftomed  to 
wafte  his  lands ;  at  lafl,  with  a  band  of  bis  vaiTals, 
made  an  inroad  into  Annandale,  to  retaliate  the 
evils  be  had  fuffered^  and  if  poffible  to  bring  away 
booty  which  might  compenfate  his  loifes }  but  fell 
himfelf  in  the  attempt,  and  left  his  kindred  and 
vaffals  expofed  to  that  relenilefs  rage  with  which 
the  houfe  of  Douglas  and  its  dependents  were  wont 
to  purfue  their  fees.  Maciellan  of  Bombie,  a  vaf- 
fal  of  the  crown,  whofe  poffeiSons  lay  in  the  midit 
of  Douglas's  lands  in  Galloway,  refufed  however 
to  attach  himfelf  to  the  earl,  and  amidft  the  gene- 
ral fwerving  of  all  around  him  from  their  duty, 
remained,  almoft  alone,  faithful  to  the  interefls  of 
his  king.  In  the  eyes  of  Douglas,  this  condu&'in 
a  fmall  man,  fuch  as  Maciellan,  was  an  unpardon- 
able crime.  He  befieged  him  in  his  caftle  of  Bom- 
bie, took  and  deitroyed  it,  and  carrying  Maciellan 
himfelf  prifoner  to  the  contiguous  caftle  of  Thrieve; 

there 
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StcT.  I.    thpre  threw  him  into  clofe  and  afflidlve  confine- 
ment.    At  the  news  of  MaclellanVmisfortune,  his 


^437^  uncle,  Sir  Patrick  Gray,  obtained  the  king's  letter 
Cruelty  of  JO  Douglas,  beggin|^  Maclellan's  deliverance ;  and 
MadcUan  Gray  himfelf  went  as  the  bearer  of  the  letter.  Af- 
ter Gray  had  arrived  at  the  caflle,  and  prefented  the 
king's  letter  to  Douglas  ;  Maclellan  was  brought 
forth  and  beheaded  ;  and  it  was  with  difficulty,  that 
Gray,  uttering  foine  warm  expreflions  of  refent- 
jnent  for  the  cruel  death  of  his  nephew,  and  for 
the  infult  offered  to  himfelf,  the  meflenger  of  his 
fovereign ;  could  make  his  efcape  from  the  keen 
purfuit  of  Douglas's  haughty  angen  The  indig- 
nation with  which  James  received  the  news  of 
fuch  afts  as  thefe  perpetrated  by  Douglas,  or  un- 
der his  authority;  determined  him  at  length  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  profound  and  artful  policy  of  his 
father,  or  if  neceflity  fhould  require,  even  to  the 
darker  and  more  bloody  counfels  of  Crichton,  for 
the  purpofe  of  ridding  himfelf  of  the  oppofition  of 
a  fubje£t  fo  powerful  and  (o  contemptuoufly  difo- 
bedient** 

Earl  Douglas  was  therefore  not  imperioufly 
fummoned,  but  courteoufly  invited  to  attend  his 
fovereign  in  a  parliament  at  Stirling.  Letters  of 
pardon  and  fafe-condud  under  the  king's  great 
feal,  were,  at  his  earnell  requeft,  granted,  to  re- 
move 
*  Lindfay,  p.  6i,  62,  6^^  6j^  Sec. 
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move  any  apprehenfions  ^hich  he  might  conceive  ^■^^-  '• 
of  danger  likely  to  arife  to  him  from  putting  him-«..^v^Ni^ 
felf  into  the  hands  of  a  king  whom  he  had  offend-  j^'^^^ 
ed.     Crichton  was  fent  away  from  the  court,  leftpo!*«4* 

'  inviccd 

his  prefence  fhould  lead  the  earl  to  dread  the  fame  to  court 
fate  by  which  his  coufins  had  been  before  cut  off".*** 
Douglas,  thus  aifured,  that  he  might  without  fear 
or  danger,  appear  in  the  king's  prefence,  repaired 
with  a  princely  train  of  attendants  to  Stirling.  The 
carl  himfelf  was  here  received  into  the  king's  pre- 
fence in  the  caftle,  and  entertained  at  the  monarch's 
table  with  the  moft  gracious  courtefy*  But,  whe- 
ther James  had  already  taken  his  final  refolution, 
or  whether  he  began  to  hope  that  Douglas's  heart 
was  now  opened  to  fentiments  of  loyalty,  and  even* 
of  reviving  friendihip ;  after  the  entertainment  he 
condu£ted  the  earl  into  his  clofet ;  and,  with  hard- 
ly  any  one  to  witnefs  what  paffed  between  them, 
began  to  expoftulate  with  him  gently,  yet  earnefU 
ly,  concerning  thofe  late  meafures  of  his,  by  which 
his  fovereign's  jealoufy  had  been  unavoidably  ex- 
cited. The  league  efpecially,  the  league  in  which 
he  had  combined  with  fo  many  other  barons  to 
give  the  law  to  their  country  and  their  king,  was 
the  fubje£t  of  James's  moft  earneft  expoftulations. 
While  the  monarch  preffed  his  potent  vaflal  to  ab- 
jure this  unlawful  combination ;  while  Douglas 
hefitated,  and  ftrove  to  efcape  from  the  point,  and 
at  lafl  pofitively  refufed  to  yield  to  his  fovereign's 

demand ; 
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Sect.  I.   demand;    while  the  converfation  waxed  warm, 


then  angry  and  fcarcely  rcfpeftful,  then  vehement, 
1437^0.  ftarp,'and  farcaftic  above  the  decencies  of  refpeft, 
at  laft  on  both  fides  furioufly  paffionate ; — James 
fuddenly  drew  a  dagger,  ^nd  fwearing,  that,  fmcc 
Douglas  would  not  himfelf  Aiffolve  the  bond  into 
which  he  had  difloyally  entered^ — this  at  leajl 
Jhould^ — plunged  the  weapon  with  impatient  rage 
into  the  earl's  bofom.  They  who  waited  in  the  anti- 
chamber  rulhed  inftantly  in.  The  blow  which  the 
royal  hand  had  ilruck)  was  feconded  and  confirm- 
ed by  a  multitude  of  others ;  and  the  haughty 
Douglas  lay  a  bleeding,  lifele£s,  mangled  corpfe*. 

Rebellious     The  carl's  company  who  in  the  mean  time,  in 
thrtari's*'^^^^  town,  awaited  his  return,  were  quickly  appriz* 
ioiiowcrs.  ed  of  his  flaughter.    Their  firft  refentraents  was 
furious  and  frantic,     James,  the  fecond  brother  of 
the  earl,  who  had  been  before  confidered  as  heir- 
apparent  to  the  earldom,  was  immediately  called 
to  command,  in  his  brother's  ftead.  Ormond,  and 
Moray,  his  other  brothers,  were  at  the  fame  time 
prefent  in  Stirling,  as  was  James  Hamilton  of  Cad* 
yow,  with  others  of  the  principal  adherents  to  the 
family  of  Douglas.    Their  firft  afts  of  revenge 
were — ^To  attempt  in  vain  to  take  the  caftleby  af- 
fault,  to  burn  with  every  circumftance  of  contemp- 
tuous indignation,  that  letter  of  (afe-condud:  by 
«  which 

*  Lindfay  :— Lcfly :— Buchanan  : — Drummond, 
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which  the  carl  had  been  enticed  within  his  fove-SK<?^-  J- 
reign's  power,  to  execrate  James  himfelf  as  faIfev^«i-y-«»/ 
and  treacherous,  to  burn  the  town,  and  to  ravage  ^^'^^^^ 
the  furrounding  country.  All  the  domains  of  the 
monarch,  were  impetuoufly  defolated  in  their  firft 
fury ;  all  the  lands  and  houfes  of  his  favourite  kr* 
I'ants,  which  lay  in  thofe  counties,  underwent  the 
fame  fate  ;  all  who  had  refufed  to  efpoufe  thie  in-^ 
terefts  of  the  houfe  of  Douglas,  even  although  not 
paflionately  attached  to  their  fovereign,  were  treat-- 
ed  as  if  they  had  been  accomplices  in  the  daughter 
of  earl  William*  But,  of  all  their  adverfaries,  there 
u^as  none  againft  whom  their  indignation  more  furi^ 
oufly  raged^  than  againft  Douglas  of  Dalkeith,  a  def- 
cendent  from  that«branch  of  the  family  of  Douglas, 
to  which  had  belonged  the  famous  knight  of  Lid« 
defdale.  They  fpoiled  his  Jands,  and  laid  fiege  to 
his  caflle,  but  after  long  delay  before  it,  were 
obliged  to  depart  without  having  accomplifhed 
their  purpofe.  The  flame  foon  fpread  far  and 
wide  ;  and  before  any  effedlual  meafures  could  be 
taken  by  James  to  redft  its  fury,  almoil  all  the 
diftri£ts  of  his  kingdom  were  wafted  by  its  deftruc- 
tive  a&ivity.  All  the  members  of  the  league  took 
arms ;  and  the  means  which  the  monarch  had  in- 
cautioufly  employed  to  deliver  himfelf  from  the 
oppofition  of  a  too  powerful  fubjed,  feemed  to  be 
about  ta  precipitate  him  from  his  throne*« 

Vol.  III.  Ooo  Yet, 

*  Eofdem  quos  fupra. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^^74  HISTORY  OF  SCOTL AND.     [Book  V. 

stcT.  I.       Yet,  Tames'was  not  deftituteof  counfellers  to  aflift 

Chap.  IL  /*' 

u^^v^o  him  with  advice,  or  of  warriours  to  fight  his  bat* 
unSo.  ^^^-    Crichton  ftill  lived,  was  ftill  faithful  to  his 

Civil  war.  fovereigu,  was  ftill  the  inveterate  foe  of  the  Houfc  of 
Douglas.  James  Kennedy,  biihop  of  Saint  An- 
drew's, fon  to  the  iifter  of  James's  father,  \dio  had 
learned  the  arts  of  policy  in  the  fchool  of  James 
the  Firft,  who  had  attached  himfelf  to  the  party  of 
Crichton,  who  was  zealoufly  loyal  to  his  fovereign, 
,  who  was  to  the  Douglafles,  ftill  a  foe;  in  this  feafon 
of  danger  and  difficulty,  came  among  the  foremoft 
to  aid  the  monarch  with  his  advice  and  a£live  aflift* 
ance.  Others  alfo  crowded  in,  to  gratify  old  la- 
tent grudges  againft  the  Douglafles,  to  ^fliare  the 
fpoils  of  thofe  forfeitures  which  could  not  fail  to 
take  place,  to  acquire  a  right  to  the  honours  of  a 
vidory  which  they  fancied  that  their  young  fove- 
reign could  not  fail  to  gain.  In  a  parliament  which 
aflembled  at  Edinburgh,  the  earl  of  Douglas  and 
many  of  his  vaflals  were  fummoned  to  appear,  under 
pain  of  forfeiture,  and  undergo  a  trial  by  their  peers 
for  the  crimes  with  which  they  were  charged ; 
while  others  of  them  were  declared  to  be  already 
outlaws.  Every  effort  was  made  to  alTemble  a  force 
which  might  be  adequate  to  give  efficacy  to  the 
parliament's  decrees.  From  all  quarters  of  the 
kingdom,,  thofe  who  delayed,  were  fummoned  to 
haften  to  their  fovercign's  aid :  In  every  part  they 

were 
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were  enjoined  to  rcfift  and  purfue  the  partisans '««^*-  ^' 
of  the  Douglafles,  as  outlaws  and  rebels**  u^^v^n^ 

From  the  north^  in  the  mean  time,  the  earl  of  ^^^^'^* 
Huatley,  although  encompaiTed  within  his  own 
territories,  on  the  one  hand  by.  the  earl  of  Moray, 
on  the  other  hand  by  the  earl  of  Crawford ;  was 
neverthelefs  fait  haftening  fouthward  to  his  fove^- 
reign's  aid.  On  his  march,  he  was  oppofed  near  Battle  Ja 
Brechin  by  Crawford,  the  relation  and  partizan  of*  *  ^ 
Douglas,  with  an  army  not  lefs  numerous  than  his 
own.  They  engaged  with  doubtful  hopes,  in  a  battle 
in  which  th^  profpe^  of  fuccefs  might  at  fir  (I  feem — " 
at  leail  as  fair  for  Crawford  as  for  Huntley  :  But, 
Colofs  of  Bonnymoon, with  three  hundred  men  arm* 
ed  with  battle-axes,  retiring  unexpededly  from  the 
llatipn  in  which  he  had  been  placed  in  Crawford's 
battle-array ;  the  ranks  of  that  army  were  confe- 
quently  broken,  and  driven  into  general  flight;  and 
a  fierce  purfuit  enfued,  in  which  prodigious  num* 
bers  of  them  were  flain.  Huntley,  although  thus 
vidorious,  was  now  however  unable  to  proceed  to 
the  aid  of  the  King :  He  returned  back  to  Strath* 
bogie ;  and  there  Was  fufficiently  occupied,  for  a 
confiderable  time,  in  refilling  and  retaliating  the 
inroads  of  the  earl  of  Moray.  The  news  of  Hunt- 
ley's fuccefs  ferved  to  give  new  courage  and  better 
hopes  to  the  King's  adherents  in  the  fouth  -,  and  it 
could  nqt  but  appear  to  augur  farther  evils  to 

Douglas 

♦  Eordcm. 
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cb"  II  ^^^K'^^  ^"^  "***  confederates,  although  it  could  not 
i^i-v^*;  allay  or  divert  their  rage.  For  fome  time,  while 
1437^0.  Douglas  ftill  feared  to  meet  his  fovereign  in  a 
pitched  battle ;  and  while  James  found  himfelf 
ftill  too  weak  in  military  force,  to  purfue  the  rebels 
to  the  laft  extremity  }  the  conteft  was  carried  on 
folely  by  mutual  menaces  and  ravages  committed — 
by  the  Douglaffes  on  the  domains  of  the  Crown, 
and  on  the  lands  of  the  King's  faithful  fubjeds, — ^by 
the  King  and  fervants  upon  the  jDoffeffions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Douglas,  in  the  fofeft  of  Selkirk,  in  An- 
nandale,  and  in  Galloway.  In  vain  did  fome  of 
the  deareft  friends  of  .the  earl  advife  him  to  caft 
himfelf  upon  his  fovereign's  mercy :  He  vowed, 
never  to  obey,  never  to  truft  himfelf  within  the 
power  of—* the  murtherer  of  his  brother.  Crawford 
came  at  length  in  humble  guife  to  intreat  tlie  pity 
and  forgivenefs  of  his  King,  and  by  the  benevolent 
ihterpofition  of  bifhop  Kennedy,  fortunately  ob- 
tained it.  But  Douglas  himfelf  ftill  governed  by 
implacable  refentment,  chofe  rather  to  folicit  the 
aid  of  England  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  defec- 
tipn  of  fome  of  his  former  followers,  determined 
to  proceed  to  the  laft  extremities  againft  his  King. 
James  not  lefs  adive  to  fupport  his  authority  than 
was  Douglas  to  avenge  the  pretended  wrongs  of 
his  family;  now  laid  fiege  to  the  caft le  of  Aber- 
corn,  one  of  the  principal  and  the  beft  fortified 
feats  belonging  to  the  rebel  earl.    To  raife  this 

fiege. 
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fiege,  Douglas  aflfembled  w  army  confiding  of  all^'ct.i. 
the  military  force  which  his  vaflals  and  adherents v 


could  forniftit  The  King's  army  was  humeroas ;  ^f'^^r^^ 
and  even  (he  earl  of  Ang^s,  the  near  relation  of 
Douglas,  had  been  perfuaded  to  defert  the  chief- 
tain of  his  clan,  and  adhere  to  his  fovereign.  But, 
the  army  6f  Douglas  was  dill  more  numerous,  and 
was  believed  to  amount  to  no  fewer  than  forty  thou- 
fand  men.  James  Kennedy,  however,  s^pproved  him-^ 
felf  ftill  a  faithful  counCellot  to  his  fovereign ;  and  the 
King  himfelf  now  advanced  to  the  fiill  years  of  man- 
hood, wanted  neither  courage,  nor  the  refources  of 
mental  firmnefe.  and  diJGcernment,  to  enable  him  to 
meet  the  awfully  dangerous  exigencies  of  this  occa-. 
fion.  New  reinforcements  camein,  to  augment  their 
fovereign's  army;  hut  its  numbers  were  dill  exceed- 
ed by  thofe  wJ^ich/fbUowied  Douglas.  TJie  two 
armies  wdre  now  encamped  within  ah  inconfider- 
able  diftance  of  one  another  :  Douglas  lay  on  the 
fouth-fide  of  the  river  Carron :  The  King's  army, 
was  fo  difpofed  as  to  cover  the  fiege  of  the  caftle 
of  Abercotn.  The  riik  on  the  two  fides  was  une- 
qual ;  James  could  not  be  vanquiflied  without  lo- 
fing  probably  both  his  life  and  his  crown :  Doug- 
las, although  defeated,  might  Hill  efcape  from  his 
fovereign's  vengeance  ;  and  might  yet  renew  the 
war.  On  both  fides,  all  was  eager  refentnlent  and 
bold  courage ;  but  on  the  fide  of  Douglas,  whofe 
followers,  riiked  their  .all  in  oppofition  to  their 

duty. 
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stcT.  I.    duty,  there  was  more  of  tumulniotu  mibbordina- 

Cbaf*  II. 

v,.«^^r«o  tion,  lefs  of  ready  and  refpedful  obedience*  To 
1437^  increafe  this  difpofition  ip  the  army  of  his  adver* 
fary,  James,  by  his  heralds,  firft  commanded  Doug- 
las  and  his  followers  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
depart  every  one  to  his  own  home,  under  the  pain 
of  fuSering  the  death  and  the  forfeiture  of  traitors ; 
and  then  proclaimed  an  amnefty  of  all  paft  offen- 
ces to  fuch  as  (hould  obey  thefe  commands,  and 
forfake  the  rebellious  banners*  Douglas  him- 
felf,  and  many  of  his  followers,  began  to  hefitate 
and  waver  in  their  purpoDe  of  battle,  amidft  emo- 
tions of  remorfe,  difixuiy,  and  a  ibrt  of  relu£bmce 
to  proceed  to  the  laft  extremities  of  diiloyalty. 
Hamilton  of  Cadyow  marked  the  wavering  fpirits 
of  Douglas'i  troops,  and  prefled  the  earl  to  give 
battle  to  his  fovereign's  forces,  before  this  growing 
irrefblution  ihould  diflblve  and  difperfe  his  army. 
Douglas  receiving  the  fuggeftions  of  his  friend  ra- 
ther as  an  imputation  againft  his  own  courage  and 
prudence,  than  as  a  counfel  which  deferved  to  be 
followed  without  a  moment's  delay  ^  flightingly  re- 
jeded  them.  Hamilton,  perfuaded  that  the  critical 
hour  was  now  paft,  in  which  the  fortune  of  the 
Houfe  of  Douglas,  might  poffibly  have  over-balan- 
ced that  of  the  Stewarts ;  determined  at  leaft  to 
vImI  niintake  care  of  his  own  fafety.  With  this  de« 
Houfe  of  termination,  he,  that  night,  retired  from  the 
^«"fii»»-  jgj^^g  pf  Douglas,  and  pafled  over  with  all  his 

vaflals. 
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vaiTals,  to  the  army  of  the  King.    His  example  s*ct.  i. 
vas  inftantly  followed  by  almoft  all  the  reft  of  v. 


Douglas's  company.  By  the  morning,  there  re-  ^'.^ 
mained  with  the  earl  not  an  hundred  armed  men, 
befide  thofe^  of  his  own  houfe.  James  was  thus 
without  battle  and  without  bloodflied,  decilively 
victorious.  Douglas  fled  to  Annandale,  with 
his  brothers,  the  earls  of  Moray  and  Ormond.  He 
was  purfued  thither  by  a  body  of  forces  under  the 
command  of  the  earl  of  Angus,  who,  although 
nearly  related  to  the  Houfe  6f  Douglas,  was  yet, 
by  his  mother,  more  nearly  related  to  the  King, 
and  was  uterine  brother  to  bifhop  Kennedy.  An« 
gus  and  the  King's  forces  prevailed.  The  earl  of 
Moray  was  flain  ;  the  earl  of  Ormond  made  pri- 
foner ;  and  the  earl  of  Douglas  himfelf  driven  to 
provide  for  his  fafety  by  flight  into  England. — 
Some  years  after,Douglas  returning,  brought  Piercy 
earl  of  Northumberland,  upon  an  expedition  againft 
his  country.  This  expedition  was  alfo  eafily  de- 
feated. Douglas  was  made  prifoner ;  and  fo  con- 
temptible  was  then  the  man  who  had  once  made 
his  fovereign  tremble,  that,  although  the  earl  of 
Ormond  had  been  put  to  death  as  a  traitor;  James 
contented  himfelf  with  fending  the  forfeited  and 
captive  earl  of  Douglas  to  fpend  his  latter  years  in 
monkifli  confinement  in  the  abbey  of  Lindores. — 
The  vafl  eftates  of  the  earldom  of  Douglas  were 
all  forfeited  to  the  Crown.    Angus,  the  brother  of 

bifliop 
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fticT.  L    bifliop  Kennedy,  obtained  from  the  Kln^  the  ba- 

Chap.  11^  *  '  *^ 


rony  of  Douglas,  and  focceeded  to  the  enjoyment  of 
I  %^  Douglas's  ancient  credit  with  his  fovcreign.  Hamil- 
ton of  Cadyow,  after  a  wjiile  of  confinement  in  the 
caftle  of  Roflin,  and  in  the  cuftody  of  the  earl  of 
Orkney;  was,  through  Angus's  interceffion,  at  laft 
reftored  to  his  Sovereign's  favour.  In  Annandale 
and  Galloway,  the  barons  Johnftone  and  Maxwell, 
^trc  enriched  by  a  liberal  diftribution  from  their 
fovereign,  of  the  fpoils  of  the  forfeited  Douglas*. 

So  FALL  the  mighty  !  It  is  impof&ble  to  contem« 
plate  without  a  figh  over  the  viciffitudes  of  human 
things,  ah  inftance  fo  confpicuous,  as  this  over- 
throw  of  the  houfe  of  Douglas,  of  the  inftability  of 
all  mortal  greatnefs,  however  firmly  it  may  appear 
to  be  rooted  on  its  bafis !  For  the  fpace  of  more  thail 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  the  Houfe  of  Douglas 
bad  continued  to  fpring  up,  to  exalt  itfelf,  to  fpread 
out, — to  pufl>,  as  it  were  the  roots  of  its  grandeur  to 
the  centre  of  the  earth,  while  the  towering  elevation 
of  its  fummit  feemed  to  reach  the  heavens.  It  flood 
like  a  colofTal  form  beflriding  the  confines  ot  the 
kingdom  from  one  fide  of  th^  liland  to  the  other  : 
And  with  a  flaming,  blood  ftained  fword,  now  deal- 
ingdeftruAion  upon  the  heads  of  all  who  prefumed  to 
overleap  the  barrier  which  it  flood  to  guafd  ;  now 
turning  with  fomewhat  of  cannibal  fury,  to  en- 
chain 
♦  Lindfay;  P.  6z.  to-Sp.—Lcfly;— Buchanan,  ate. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Book  V.]     HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.  481 

chain  and  to  devour  Ibme  of  thofe  whom  it  pro.*'CT.  1. 

CUAP.  II 

ttcked  from  otijer  violence  than  its  own.  Its  great-u^v^ 
nefs  had  grown  collaterally  with  that  of  the  Bruces  jjVw^^ 
and  the  Stewarts.  Its  honours  and  polTeflions  had 
been  the  rewards  of  invariable  ioyaky  and  patri- 
otifm.  For  the  better  part  of  two  hundred  years^ 
in  a  numerous  feries  of  earls,  there  had  been  no 
chief  of  the  boufe  of  Douglas  who  was  not  brave, 
loyal,  and  poffeifed  of  confiderable  mental  talents 
for  both  policy  and  war.  James,  the  companion 
of  Bruce ;  James  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Otter* 
bum  ;  Archibald  who  was  made  prifoner  in  that 
of  Homildon,  who  fought  in  that  of  Shrewfbury, 
who  in  reward  of  the  valour  with  which  he  him«» 
felf  and  his  foo  afterwards  fought  in  the  French 
wars,  obtained  the  dutchy  of  Touraine ;  his  father 
too,  Archibald  the  Grim  earl  of  Douglas  and  GaU 
loway ;  appear  to  have  been  among  the  moft  dif- 
tinguiflied  warriours  and  ftatefmen  that  any  age  or 
nation  could  produce.  While  they  had  travelled 
on  in  the  paths  of  patriotifm  and  ioyahy,  they  con-* 
tinued  to  flourifh.  It  was  in  their  firft  efforts  of 
rebellion,  and  at  a  time  when  they  feemed  now" 
greater  than  they  had  ever  been  before,  that  their 
greatnefs  was  thus  fatally  blafled,  and  they  fell-— 
never  to  be  reftored. 

Of  that  confederacy  which  JWmes  had  in  vain 

attempted  to  diifolve  by  gentler  meafures,  nono 

Vol.  HI.  Ppp  now 
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s<cT.  I.    00^  remained  but  the  earl  of  Rofs*     Rofs  dread* 

CuAr.  II. 

ing  the  fame  fate  by  which  his  confederates  had 


i437-^-  been  deftroyed  or  humbled,  feems  to  have  for  a 
Tranfoc-   time  ifiven  way  in  Rofs-fliire,  to  the  royal  author!- 

tionf  re-  "  '  .«.ni.i 

lating  to  ty  ;  but  to  have  taken  Ihelter  m  the  illes  which  were 
of  Rofl  bis  principality,  and  there  to  have  ftrengthened 
himfelf  agadnft  the  return  of  times  which  might 
prove  more  favourable  to  his  ambitious  rebellion. 
His  wife,  glad  to  efcape  from  his  tyranny,  threw 
herfelf  at  James's  feet,  begging  his  protedion ; 
was  gracioufly  received,  and  honourably  provided 
for,  by  him.  Beatrice,  too,  the  daughter  of  earl 
Archibald,  the  fifter  of  William  and  David  who 
were  flain  in  Edinburgh-caftle ;  the  Vfik  fif fl  of 
her  coufin  William  Douglas, — and  afterwards  by 
compulfion^  and  to  prevent  the  divlHon  of  the  ef- 
tates  of  the  earldom,  alfo  of  his  brother  James ; 
had  already  deferted  the  fallen  fortunes  of  her  huf- 
band,  had  obtained  out  of  his  forfeiture,  the  lord- 
fhip  of  Balveny,  and  had  been  given  in  marriage 
to  the  earl  of  Athole,  uterine  brother  to  the  King. 
Throughout  his  dominions,  James  now  executed 
juftice,  and  made  the  authority  of  the  crown  and 
of  the  laws  to  be  feared  and  obeyed.  Other  great 
families  were  rifing  by  the  favour  of  the  prince, 
and  by  the  perfevering  aflivity  of  their  own  ava- 
rice and  ambition,  to  that  dangerous  elevation 
from  which'the  Dduglafles  had  been  hurled.  But, 
none  were  now.fuf&ciently  potent  to  excite  againd 

themfelves 
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themfelvea  their  foverdgn's  jealoufy,  or  to  flight  his^^cT.  ?. 


commands  with  impunity.  Bifliop  Kennedy,  a  manv 
wife  and  popular,  was  now  James's  favourite  coun*  ^  ^  ^^j^^ 
fellor,  and  gave  fuch  advice,  as  tended  eminently  to 
promote  the  profperity  of  his  fovereign's  reign. 
James  himfelf  went  on  to  difplay  new  talents  for 
government,  which  promifed,  in  due  time,  to  rank 
him  among  the  greateft  monarchs  who  had  occu* 
pied  the  Scottifh  throne*. 

Ik  the  mean  time,  England  was,  ftill  more  than  state  or 
Scotland,  wafted  and  diftraded  by  domeftic  difien^atf^n. 
fions.  Henry  the  Sixth  had  at  length  aflumed  the 
reigns  of  the  government  into  his  own  feeble  hands. 
But,  the  weaknefs  of  his  perfonal  charader,  the 
difafters  of  his  reign,  and  the  dubious  title  of  his 
Houfe  to  the  'Crown,  encouraged  the  duke  of  Y^ork, 
who  was  like  him  defcended  from  Edward  the 
Third,  but  by  a  line  of  defcent  which  conveyed  to 
him  a  prior  title  to  the  crown  ;-^to  take  up  arms 
againft  the  fovereign  whom  he  had,  for  a  while, 
obeyed,  and  to  appeal  to  the  fword  for  a  decifion 
in  regard  to  their  refpeftive  pretentions.  The  civil 
wars  thus  kindled  up,  were  deftined  to  wafte  £ng<- 
land  for  a  feries  of  years  ;  to  prove  fatal  both  to 
York  and  to  King  Henry  ;  at  laft  to  fix  the  Crown, 
for  fome  fliort  time,  on  the  head  of  the  fon  of 
York;  and  to  diftrad  all  England  for  a  while,  with 

fuch 
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Sect.  I.    fuch  cTuel  inteftiiie  wars,  that  the  Englifh  fliould 
have  little  leifure,  during  this  period,  to  difturb 


x^7^.  their  neighbours  either  in  Scotland  or  upoa  the 
Continent*^. 


Siege  of       BuT,in  the  beginning  of  this  contention, Henry's 
bur^gb-     queen  and  isinifters  eameftiy  fought  aid  from  the 
^d*dcath  ^°8  ^^  Scotland,  whofe  chawader  diftinguifhed  by 
of  King    the  overthrow  of  the  Douglafles^  was  now  held  in 
Second,    efteem  among  foreign  nations.    James,  willing  to 
fignalize  bis  reign  by  ibme  illuftrious  deeds  in  war, 
readily  agreed  to  invade  the  northern  froniier  of 
EngUmd ;  white  Heafy  and  his  friends  attd  foltaw- 
ers  fluuiid,  in  its  foushern  parts,  occupy  the  great- 
er part  of  ali  the  miUtafy  force  which  York  coald 
be  able  to  raife^    In  compeafation  for  thefe  fer- 
xices,  James  wa&  to  be  permitted  to  retain  in 
perpetual  pofiefion,  alt  thofe  ancient  domains  of 
Iiis  Crown,  which  he  fhoold,  in  thi»  Tfarfare^  con« 
quer  from  the  partiaans  of  York.     Wki^  high 
hopes,  therefore,  he  fummoned  lu^militaty  m^ls 
to  attend  him>  ia  arms ;  ainl  aft^r  fome  fiiort  delay 
nurched  to  lay  fiege  to  the  caftle  aoxl  Mnnm  of 
Roxburgh,.     The  town  was  quiskly  takes.    IVhik 
the  fieg«  of  the  caftie  was  prolonged^  the  party  of 
York  having  already  triumphed  ia  England,  and 
got  the  king  inco  their  faand^  feat,  in  Henry's 
naUne,.  to  requeil  James  to  defift  from  hoftiKdes 

againft 
♦  HomnOicd,  &c. 
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againft  a  kingdom  which  wafs  now  wholly  theirt.s«ct.i- 
But,  James  would  not  lay  down  his  arms  without  u^v^ 
having  obtained  fome  compenfation  for  taking  ^^-^ 
them  up }  nor  defert  the  caufe  of  queen  Margaret 
and  her  children*  He  perfifted  in  the  ftege ;  and 
had  hopes  of  being  fpeedily  mafter  of  his  caftle. 
His  barons  continued  (till  to  come  in  with  thdt 
forces  to  fopport  his  enferprize ;  the  earl  of  Rofs 
came  to  make  amends  for  his  late  rebellion ;  and 
the  earl  of  Huntley,  to  enhance  by  new  fervices 
the  merits  of  thofe  important  fertices  which  be 
had  before  performed.  James  himfelf,  was  conti- 
nually adare,  went  about  every  where,  direflted 
every  meafure  in  the  attack,  and  defighted  to  watch 
with  what  effed  the  artillery  was,  from  time  to 
time,  charged  and  difcharged,  againft  the  walls. 
But,  while,  amid  this  intrepid  and  unwearied  acti- 
vity, he  ftood  too  nigh  to  one  of  the  cannons  when 
it  was  difcharged  ;  the  piece  was  fuddenly  burft 
into  pieces ;.  and  one  of  the  fragments  falling  upon 
James's  thigh,  wounded  him  fo  feverely,  that  he  di- 
ed almoft  upon  thefpot.  Mary,  his  queen,  animated 
with  a  herotfm  of  fpirit,  ficarcely  inferior  to  that  of 
the  unfortmiate  Margaret,  of  England ;  no  fooner 
received  the  tidings  of  his  hufband's  death,  than, 
inflead  of  bewailing-  his  hi]  with  wbmanifh  lamen- 
tation, flie  haftened  with  her  eldeft  fon  to  the 
camp  i  and  urging  the  fiegebut  the  more  eameftly 
and  impetuoufly,  on  account  of  her  hufband's 

death. 
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death,  foon  took  t 
it  to  the  ground*. 


Sect.  I.    death,  foon  took  the  caftle,  and  indignantly  razed 

Cmap.  II.  ^  * 


A.D. 
1437-60. 

A.  D.  Thus  periihed  James  the  Second,  in  the  month 
^^^'  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  fixty,  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  the  twenty* 
charaaer  fjurth  of  his  reign.  Rarely  have  princes  left  upon 
jmmJTfhe  the  throue,  to  the  tuition  of  governors  and  mini- 
sccond.  ^^j.j^  ^^  ^^^  almoft  infant^age  at  which  James  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father, — received  an  education  fitted  to 
qualify  them  for  doing  honour  to  royalty.  In  or- 
der to  retain  the  authority  intrufted  with  them, 
the  regents  and  minifters  of  boy*fovereigns,  have 
for  the  mofl:  part,  endeavoured  either  to  deftroy 
the  talents  of  Ul^ir  royal  wards,  by  diverting  them 
to  ftudies  and  purfuits,  innocent  perhaps,  but  alto- 
gether remote  from  the  pradlice  of  government 
and  of  life ;  or  have  yet  more  fatally  blafted  their 
ufefulnefs,  by  wickedly  exciting  and  encouraging 
in  them  thofe  youthful  appetites  and  propenfities 
which  foon  hurry  the  foul  into  habits  of  licentious 
pleafure,  in  which  all  its  powers  of  thought  are 
quickly  enervated  and  ftifled  \  all  its  fentiments  of 
native  gene^ofity  are  faft  perverted ;  and  nought 
is  left  but  a  brutiQi  ftupidity,  liable  indeed  to  be 
fometimes  enlivened  by  the  furies  of  caprice,  cruel- 
ty, and  licentious  deHflt.  ^  But,  Crichton,  Living- 
fton,  and  Queen  Jane,  approved  themfelves  upright 

guardian^ 
•  Eofdem  quos  fupra. 
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guardians  and  inftruftors  of  James's  youth,  by s**^jf- 
forming  him  to  the  adual  bufinefs  of  government, v-^-v^^-i 
by  neither  plunging  him  into  vicious  indulgence,  jj^*;]^ 
nor  turning  him  to  idle  and  ufelefs  purfuits.     His 
underftanding  feems  to  have   been  informed  by 
Crichton,  with  nearly  thofe  fame  principles  and 
\iews  of  policy,  which  had  guided  the  government 
of  his  father's  reign;   and  which  Crichton  had 
partly  learned  from  James  the  Firft,  and  in  part 
concerted  with  him.     In  policy,  James,  as  far  as 
can  be  judged  from  his  condud  during  the  few 
years  he  furvived,  after  attaining  the  maturity  of 
manhood, — ^appears  to  have  been  hat  at  all  unequal 
to  his  father.  .  In  fcience,..in  learning,  in  thofe 
elegant  arts,  which  conferred  fo  sMich  grace  and 
luftre  upon  the  charader  of  James  the  Firft  ;  his 
foQ  appears  indeed  to  have  been  wholly  unaccom- 
plifiied.     In  ge&erofity  of  nature,  James  the  Second 
excelled  his  father.     The  latter  was  not  incapable 
of  political  cruelty.     He  could  hide  and  cherifli 
refentment  in  his  bofom, — then  wreak  and  gra- 
tify it  after  it  feemed  to  have  been  long  extinguifli- 
ed ;  and  to  enrich  the  Crown,  he  could  grafp  with 
ibmewiiat  of  guilty  avarice^  at  the  poifeflions  of  his 
vaifals.     To  all  thefe  vicious  difpofitions,  James 
the  Second  feems  to  have  been  altogether  a  Gran- 
ger.    The  flaughter  of  Diiiglas  was,  moft  pro- 
bably, an  idi  of  fudden  paifion;  and  it  may  be  cer- 
tainly inferred  from  the  whole  tenor  of  James's 

previous 
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sicT.L  ,previou8  and  fubfequent  life,  that  in  perpetrating 
this  deed,  and  in  the  whole  tranfaftions  by  which 


i^^&D  the  overthrow  of  the  Houfe  of  Douglas  was  accom- 
plifhed,  he  did  great  violence  to  the  benignity  and 
magnanimous  generofity  of  his  nature.  In  taking 
part  with  the  queen  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  he  joined 
both  policy  and  generofity.  The  Beauforts,  the 
kindred  of  his  mother,  were  of  that  party :  It  feem* 
ed  to  be  the  duty  of  one  monarch  to  aifiil  another 
againft  rebellious  fubjeds.  It  was  the  part  of  a 
generous  and  gallant  King  to  liilen  to  the  fuppliT 
cation  of  a  woman  and  a  queen,  and  to  efpoufe 
her  caufe.  Had  James  the  Second  furvived  in  the 
full  vigour  of  his  talents,  to  the  ordinary  term  of 
human  life,  it  is  highly  probable  that  he  would 
have  been  diftinguiflied  as  one  of  the  greateft  mo^ 
Xiarchs  who  hav^  ever  fwayed  a  fceptre.  A  fiery 
mark  upon  bis  cheek,  procured  to  him  this  deno* 
mination  of  yames  with  the  fiery  face.  So  univer« 
fally  was  he  eiteemed  and  beloved  among  his  fub- 
jeds,  that  they  lamented  his  death,  rather  with  the 
tender,  heart-felt  forrow  of  a  family  fuddenly  bereft 
of  its  father,  than  with  the  mourning  more  formal 
than  fincere,  of  fubjeds  for  the  deceafe  of  a  King. 

James  left  by  his  queen,  Mary,  three  fons^  James, 
Alexander,  and  John ;  two  daughers,  Mary  and 
Cecilia*. 

Chap- 

♦  Crawford^s  Hiftory  of  the  Stewarts,  P.  39. 
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StcT.  L  . 
Chap.  lit. 


A.  D. 

Chaptbh  ra.  '*^^^ 


Rei^  (f  James  the  Third. 

Xvoxburgh^Ca^tlb  had  not  yet  been  taken  andAcceffioa 
razed  to  the  ground  when,  James,  the  eldeft  fbn  ofuie^?^. 
the  deceafed  monarch, was^by  the  general  confent  of 
the  nobles  and  commons  aflembled  at  the  iiege, 
crowned  King  in  his  father's  ftead,  at  the  contigu* 
ous  abbey  of  Kelfo.  From  the  demolition  of  that 
caftle,  while  one  part  of  the  army  conduded  their 
young  King  homewards,  to  Edinburgh;  another  di- 
vifion  purfued  their  fuccefs  into  Northumberland^ 
took  Werk-caflle,  and  levelled  it  Mfo  to  the  ground. 
Before  they  could  pufh  their  hoftilities  farther,  am- 
baiTadors  from  the  party  of  York,  now  victorious 
over  that  of  Lancafter^  came  to  proffer  peace  upoii 
conditions  fo  advantageous ;  that  the  Scots  were 
induced  by  the  counfels  of  bifhop  Kennedy,  t6 
agree  to  a  truce  with  England  for  fifteen  years  ;  a 
truce  that  feemed  no  lefs  defirable  to  the  Scots, 
whofe  King  would  not  fooner  slttain  the  period  of 
full  majority,  than,  to  the  Englifh,  whofe  govern- 
ment was  fo  dtftraded  by  the  calamities  df  civil 
war*. 

V0L.III.  qjqq  Th^ 
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Sect.  t.        Jhe  firft  conccm  of  the  nation  after  the  coro- 

CUAP.  III.  ^ 

^^^>r^  nation  of  the  young  King,  and  the  return  of  the 
iti7^6o.  barons  from  the  expedition  againft  the  Englifli, 
tit^o  aor  ^^^»  ^°  regulate,  by  parliamentary  authority,  the 
the  rcgcn- adminiftration  of  the  government  during  their 
^^'  young  fovereign's  minority ;  and  to  confide  inta 

fit  hands,  the  tuition  and  education  of  the  prince 
himfelf,  Mary,  his  mother,  when  Ihe  flew  with 
fuch  eager  aftivity  to  the  camp,  had  been  actuated 
not  lefs  by  the  defire  of  fecuring  to  herfelf,  the  re- 
gency of  the  kingdom,  than  by  zeal  to  accomplifh 
her  hufband's  meafures,  and  to  avenge  his  death. 
A  woman  of  her  fpirit  and  addrefs,  could  not  fail 
to  command  the  adherence  of  a  party  among  the 
courtiersi  and  other  nobles.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  James  Kennedy,  and  his  uterine  brother, 
George  earl  of  Angus,  who  had  been  for  feveral 
years,  the  mod  confidential  counfellors  of  the  late 
King,  and  whofe  rank  and  polTeffions  gave  them 
powerful  influence  among  their  fellow-fubjedls ; 
were  naturally  led  to  make  ptetenfions  to  the  ad- 
miniftration  during  young  James's  minority,  with 
which  the  regency  of  a  woman  of  Margaret's  aftive 
talents,  could  not  be  at  all  compatible.  The  queen- 
dowager  would  not  eafily  forego  the  hopes  (he  had 
conceived,  and  the  ambitious  wiihes  which  fbe  had 
avowed :  her  party  hoping  to  govern  in  her  name, 
if  ihe  fhould  be  appointed  to  the  regency,  ftrenu- 
oufly  fupported  her  caufe,  amid  the  deliberations  of 

the 
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the  parliament,     Kennedy,  Angus,  and  all  their Skct.i. 
friends,  earnelUywithftood  the  propofition.     Thes--«'v^ 
two.  parties  were  fo  equally  counterbalanced,  that^  ^  J^j 
neither  could  prevail.     At  laft  the  wifdom,  the 
virtue,  of  Kennedy,  fuggefted  and  effefted  a  com- 
promife,  by  which  the  regency  of  the  kingdom  and 
the  tuition  of  the  young  King,  were  withheld  alike 
from  the  queen-dowager  on  the  one  hand,  and 
•from  Kennedy  and  Angus  on  the  other.  To  gratify 
both  parties,  William  Graham  and  Robert  Boyd, 
from  among  the  friends  of  the  queen,  with  John 
Kennedy  of  Caflilis,  and  Robert  earl  of  Orkney  of 
the  party  of  Angus  and  bifliop  Kennedy,  were  no- 
minated jointly  to  the  adminiftration  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  tuition  of  the  King.     To  them  were 
added  the  bifhops  of  Glafgow  and  Dunkeld,  to  fill 
up  the  council.    In  the  hands  of  the  queen  were 
left  the  tuition  and  education  of  all  her  youpger 
children.     The  earl  of  Angus  obtained  the  war- 
denfhip  of  the  Englifh  marches.     James  Kennedy, 
although  in  no  official  fituation  near  his  young  fo- 
vereign,  retained,  in  truth,  under  this  arrangement, 
the  principal  authority  of  the  government.    The 
queen,  unfortunately,  thus  difappointed  in  the 
views  of  her  ambition,  fell  away  from  that  exalted 
propriety  of  conduft,  which  could  alone  become  a 
lady  of  her  high  rank  and  talents,  the  widow  of 
fuch  a  prince  as  James  the  Second,  the  mother  of 
an  infant  family.     Remembering  the  connubial 

endearments 
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CBA^'in  ^'^^cstf ments  of  her  wedded  life;  yet  overlooking 
the  young  Scottifh  nobility,  of  whom  the  mod  gal* 


i437?6a  }^°^  ^^^  handfome^  woyld  np  doubt  have  beep 
proud  to  become  the  hufband  of  her  widowhood  ; 
ihe  diihonoured  h^rfelf  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
natiop,  by  an  adulterous  commerce  with  Adam 
Hepburn  of  Hailes,  a  man  who  was,  before,  the 
hufband  of  another  wom^n.  Awakening  quickly 
to  a  poignant  fenfe  of  the  difgrace  (he  had  incurred, 
and  afHi£led  in  heart  by  the  ftings  at  once  of  dif- 
appointed  ambition,  and  of  criminal  love,  fhe  died 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fixty- 
three ;  and  was  buried  in  the  Trinity-College  at 
$Id|nburgh,  which  flie  had  herficlf  founded  after 
her  huiband's  death*  Her  death,  while  her  chil- 
dren were  ftill  in  infancy,  would  no  doubt  have 
been  fincerely  deplored,  had  Ihe  not  outlived  her 
modefty,  and  her  good  fame*. 

g^      ^        In  the  mean  time  the  unfortunate  Henry  the 
granted  to  Sixth  of  England,  with  his  heroic  Queen,  Mar- 

thekingof  ,  „     ,  _  r  .^ 

Sogiand.  garet,  were  agam  conpelled  to  take  refuge  m  Scot- 
land. Their  ^^^relTes  and  ejedion  out  of  their 
own  kingdom,  drove  them  to  folicit  the  aid  of  the 
Scottifli  rulers,  by  the  moft  humble  fupplications, 
and  the  mofl:  liberal  ofiers  of  reward.  Berwick 
was  to  be  furrendered  Into  the  hands  of  the  Scots: 
The  young  prince,  the  only  fon  of  Henry  and  Mar- 
garet was  to  be  betrothed  in  marriage  to  the  fifter 

of 
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of  Jame$ :  To  the  «arl  of  Angus,  the  warden  of  s«ct.  l 
the  marches,  was  to  be  granted,  with  ducal  immu-v 


nities  and  honours,  an  ample  territory  in  the  north  jf^y^ 
of  England.  Berwick  was  furrendered:  And 
Queen  Margaret  failed  from  Scotland  to  Flanders, 
to  follcit  additional  aid,  with  which  fhe  might 
from  Scotland,  make  a  new  attempt  to  enter  £ng« 
land,  and  recover  the  throne  from  which  fhe  with 
her  hufband,  had  been  expelled.  With  difficulty, 
fhe  obtained  from  Lewis  the  Eleventh  of  France, 
who  had  now  fucceeded  to  his  father,  Charles  the 
Seventh,  a  fmall  body  of  troops,  which  at  firft 
made  fome  impreffion  in  the  north  of  England  ; 
burning  feveral  villages,  and  winning  fome  caftles. 
The  Scots  favoured  their  attempts;  but,  as  it  fhould 
feem,  did  not  yet  openly  take  part  in  the  hoftili- 
ties  which  they  committed, — in  violation  of  the 
truce  fo  lately  concluded  with  the  party  of  the 
houfe  of  York.  Edward  of  York  ih  the  mean 
time  came  northward  with  a  powerful  force,  to  re* 
pulfe  whatever  invafion  might  feem  to  threaten  the 
fecurity  of  his  reign  from  this  quarter.  While  BriiTac, 
the  French  captain,  lay  in  the  caftle  oi^  Alnwick,  with 
a  part  of  his  fmall  force;  he  was  fuddenly  encompaf- 
fed  by  the  forces  of  Edward ,  fo  as  to  render  his  efcape 
impoi&ble  ;  and  it  was  equally  impoffible  for  him  to 
fefifl  a  fiege.  In  thefe  circumftances,  the  only  hopes 
of  the  Frenchmen  and  of  the  king  in  whofe  caufe 
(hey  here  fought,  depended  upon  the  fpeedy  inter- 

pofition. 
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Sect.  I.  pofition  of  thc  Scots.  Angus,  by  permiflion  of  the 
^,^^>ro  government,  quickly  afiembling  a  force  of  ten 
lA^'?.^.  thoufand  men,  all  mounted  on  horfeback,  and  con- 
duding  a  number  of  horfes  fufficient  to  bear  away 
all  the  Frenchmen  who  were  fhut  up  in  Alnwick- 
caftle ;  marched  in  hafte  to  Alnwick  j  there  drew 
his  forces  in  battle-array  over-againft  the  Englifli ; 
and  fent  a  detachment  with  the  horfes  which 
had  been  for  this  purpofe  brought,  to  receive  the 
French  out  by  a  poftern-gate  from  the  caftle.  Thc 
Englilh  in  battle-array  witncffed  this  bold  and  pro- 
voking enterprize.  But,  becaufe  the  truce  with 
Scotland  had  not  yet  been  formally  violated,  and 
becaufe  it  was  inconvenient  for  Edward  to  pro- 
voke its  aftual  violation ;  the  earl  of  Warwick 
their  commander  chofe  rather  to  fuiFcr  Angus  to 
carry  the  Frenchmen  thus  away  uninjured, — than 
by  aSually  attacking  his  army,  to  riik  perhaps  a 
prefent  defeat,  arid  a  long  train  of  fubfequent  hof- 
tilities  from  the  Scots,  whofe  aid  effe£tually  grant- 
ed, might  yet  give  certain  viftory  to  Henry  and 
Margaret.  The  Frenchmen  were  delivered  out 
of  danger  by  the  generous  intrepidity  of  their 
monarch's  conflant  allies  :  But,  this  could  do  lit- 
tle to  reftorc  the  fallen  fortunes  of  the  houfe  of 
Lancafter :  Margaret  and  Henry  faw  their  laft 
hopes  difappointed :  And  the  reprefentative  of  thc 
houfe  of  York  feemed  to  be  now  fecurely  eftablilh- 
ed  upon  the  Englifli  throne.    For  the  Scots,  it  was 

however 
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however  no  fmall  matter,  to  have,  even  in  thepre.?,**^"^-  J; 

'  '  \        Chap.  U. 

fent  fituation  of  their  government,  fo  far  availed  v--^>rsj 
themfelves  of  the  troubles  of  England, ,  as  to  have  i^^.^^, . 
extended  their  frontier  to  its  ordinary,  ancient  li- 
mits. For  their  honour  it  was  fufficieint  to  have 
received  and  entertained  with  generous  hofpitality, 
a  King  and  Queen  driven  from  fovereignty  into 
\«rretched  exile** 

But,  it  was  not  poilible  that  the  adminiftrationPrevs- 
made  up  of  fo  many  difcordant  parts,  fhould  long  the  B<^di 
continue  to  cohere  and  to  aft  with  unity  of  direc-*'^®*'** 
tion  and  effeft.  The  Boyds  foon  became  the  fa- 
vourites of  the  young  King,  whofe  puerile  age  was' 
eafily  difgufted  by  the  aufterity  of  old  men  like  the 
Kennedies,  and  by  that  rigorous  difcipline  of  edu- 
cation to  which  they  earneftly  drove  to  confine 
him.  While  the  Kennedies  interefted  themfelves 
folely  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  and  to 
inftruft  their  young  fovereign  in  all  thofe  arts  and 
that  knowledge  which  they  themfelves  efteemed 
the  moft  important ;  the  Boyds,  on  the  other  hand 
endeavoured  to  recommend  themfelves  by  thofe 
compliances  which  were  the  beft  fitted  to  win  the 
afleftions  of  a  boy.  The  oppofition  of  paffions, 
interefts,  and  political  views  rofe  continually  high- 
er between  the  two  patties.  Feeling  themfelves 
every  day  more  fecure  in  the  favour  of  their  royal 
pupil ;  and  being  in  the  vigour  of  their  ftrength 

and 

♦  Hollinflxcd :— Lcfly  :— Lindfay  : — Buchanan. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


49«  HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.     [BookV. 

s«cT.  I.  and  mental  faculties ;  the  Boyds  proceeded  to  treat 
«^v^^  the  authority  and  admonitions  of  the  Kennedies 
1^7^  with  infolent  and  flighting  contempt.  From  con- 
tempt,  their  next  ftep  was,  to  an  entire  rejedion 
of  the  Kennedies  from  the  tuition  of  the  King's 
perfon ;  a  meafure  calculated  to  remove  them,  at 
the  fame  time  from  all  authority  in  the  adminiftra* 
tion  of  the  government.  Alexander  the  brother 
of  Robert  Boyd,  efteemed  at  that  time  the  mod 
accompliflied  knight  in  Scotland,  had  been  added 
to  the  number  of  the  preceptors  of  the  young  mo- 
narch ;  while  Thomas  and  Robert  Boyd,  the  two 
fons  of  Robert,  were  the  favourite  attendants  and 
companions  of  James.  From  Linlithgow  there- 
fore, they  led  the  King  one  day  out  to  hunt,  with- 
out previoufly  afking  the  permiilion  of  Kennedy ; 
and  perfuading  James,  that  it  was  now  time  for 
him  to  emancipate  himfelf  from  tuition ;  conduct- 
ed him,  who  went  not  unwillingly,  on  the  way  to- 
wards Edinburgh.  Kennedy  warned  of  their  de- 
parture, foon  followed  and  overtook  them.  Seiz* 
ing  the  King's  horfe  by  the  bridle,  he  would  have 
led  him  backwards  to  Linlithgow.  But  Alexander 
Boyd,  inftantly  interpofing,  ftruck  the  old  man 
with  his  bow ;  wounded  him  on  the  head ;  and 
threatened  further  violence,  unlefs  he  would  d^ft. 
At  Edinburgh,  the  Boyds,  in  their  Sovereign's 
name,  immediately  fummoned  a  parliament.  It 
was  not  numeroufly  attended ;  for  the  party  of  the 

Kemiedies 
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Kennedies,  fince  they  could  not  prevail,  fcorneds^cr.  i. 

,  '  ^  '  Chap.  III. 

to  fwell  the  triumph  of  their  opponents;  and  oth-v-^r*^ 
ers  of  the  moft  confiderable  nobility,  feem  to  have  j^;^^g. 
accounted  it  degradation,  to  obey  the  fummons  of 
men  fo  mean  as  the  Boyds.  The  Boyds  however, 
to  fecure  themfelves  againft  future  punifhmenr, 
formally  fought  and  obtained  forgivenefs  for  any 
guilt  which,  they  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  incur- 
red by  withdrawing  James  from  the  tuition  of  the 
Kennedies.  James  in  parliament  putting  an  end 
to  the  regency,  formally  aflumed  into  his  own 
hands  the  reins  of  government :  but  this  aHump- 
tion  of  the  adminiltrative  power  ferved  only  to 
place  it,  for  a  time,  abfolutely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Boyds.  Not  content  even  with  thefe  advantages, 
the  Boyds  es^erly  abufed  their  power  to  their  own 
private  emolument.  The  regency  and  the  tuition 
of  the  royal  family  were  again  conferred  upon 
Robert  Boyd  alone :  Other  grants  were  bellowed 
to  gratify  their  friends  and  adherents  :  Thomas 
the  eldeft  fon  of  Robert,  obtained  in  marriage, 
Mary,  the  eldeft  lifter  of  the  young  King,  and  with 
her,  the  earldom  of  Arran  for  her  dowry.  James 
Kennedy,  amid  thefe  tranfadions,  died  at  St  An- 
drew's;. His  death  was  fo  much  the  more  lament- 
ed,.becaufe,  after  being  fo  long  the  faithful  coun- 
fellor  of  his  fovereigns,  he  died  in  difgrace.  The 
faddenly  overgrown  power  of  the  Boyds  became 
-Vot^tlL  I^rr  (o 
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Sect.  I.    {q  much  thc  moFc  odious,  becaufe  their  illuftricus 

CtfAP.III.      ,  ' 

u^^y^o  rival  was  now  no  more*. 

A.  D. 
z 460-88. 

Difhirban-  ^^  ^^^  mcaii  time,  the  funftlons  of  thc  executive 
hTu  *d^  government  were  not  every  where  duely  refpefted 
throughout  the  kingdom.  That  licence  to  which  the 
Scottifh  barons — efpecially  of  the  north  and  weft — 
had  been  fb  long  accuflpmed,  naturally  broke  out 
with  new  ferocity,  during  the  weaknefs  of  a  mino- 
rity, and  amid  thofe  divifions  which  diftrafted  the 
regency.  In  the  north-weft  diftriQs,  Alan  of 
Lome,  feizing  the  perfon  and  inheritance  of  John 
his  elder  brother,  confined  him  in  a  dungeon,  un- 
til Colin  Campbell,  who  now  poffeffed  the  earldom 
of  Argyle,  going  with  an  armed  force  againft  Alan, 
made  him  in  turn  prifoner,  and  rcftored  John  to 
the  poflefSon  of  the  fieff  of  his  family.  Alan,  whilq 
he  was  detained  in  confinement,  in  order  to  under- 
go capital  punifhment,  laid  violent  bands  upon  his 
own  life,  and  thus  efcaped  the  ignominy  of  death 
by  the  ftroke  of  the  executioner.  A  more  formi- 
dable  infraftion  of  the  public  peace  was  about  the 
fame  timq  made  by  Macdonald  of  the  Ifles,  earl  of 
Rofs.  His  pretenfions  to  the  earldom  of  Rofs  had 
never  been  willingly  allowed  by  the  Scottifh  Kings 
James  the  Firft,  and  James  the  Second.  It  v;as 
rather  by  fufFerance,  becaufe  they  could  not  eafily 
difpoffefs  him,  than  of  their  free  good  pleafure,  that 
they  had  fuffered  him  to  retain  thc  earldoirv  of 

Roli:, 
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Rofs,  or  even  the  principality  of  the  Ifles,  and  hadSt^^.i- 
forgiven  thofe  afts  of  rebellion  which  he  had  re-v..«nr^../ 
peatedly  committed.    He,  on  his  part,  acknow-  ,^j^g, 
iedged  and  obeyed  their  authority,  only  out  of 
fear,  and  ^th  fecret  refolutions,  of  feizing  the  firft 
favourable  opportunity  for  exalting  himfelf  into 
abfolute  independence.    That  opportunity  feemed 
to  have  now  occurred.    From  the  moment  of  the 
death  of  James  the  Second,  Macdonald  had  no  long- 
er pretended  to  confine  himfelf  within  the  bounds  of 
a  fubjeft's  duty.  By  a  ftratagem  he  made  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  the  the  royal  caftle  of  Invernefs,  affumed  the 
denomination  and  honours  of  fovereign  of  the  Ifles} 
and  haraflfed  all  the  neighbouring  barons  who  re- 
mained faithful  in  the  duty  to  the  Scottifh  iLingi 
with  grievous  hoftilities.     The  earl  of  Athole  was 
the  King's  uncle,  and  on  this  account  fo  much  the 
more  obnoxious  to  the  enmity  of  Macdonald.  De- 
fcending,  as  far  as  Blair-Athole,  with  a  poweriful, 
although  irregular  army  ;  the  Hebudian  chief  took 
prifoners,  the  earl  with  his  countefs,  Beatrix  Doug- 
las ;  ravaged  all  the  circumjacent  territory ;  and 
then  with  his  fpoils  and  captives,  returned  home- 
ward to  his  infular  dominions  j  yet,  loft  by  {hip-^ 
wreck,  almoft  all  his  ill-gotten  booty,  as  he  was 
pafling  over  from  the  mainland  to  the  iiland  of 
ijflay.    The  carl  and  countefs  of  Athole  were  after- 
wards difmifled  in  fafety.     But,  Macdonald  conti- 
nued for  fome  time  longer  to  defy  or  elude  the 

power 
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chYp  III  P°^^^  ^^  ^'  fovereign  ;  till,  at  laft,  in  the  year 


one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  leventy^fix,  James 
u6c?&s-  ^^^  Third  preparing  a  fleet,  and  raifing  a  confider- 
able  land- army;  fo  terrified  the  infular  chieftain  by 
the  fame  of  armaments  deftined  to  a£t  againft  him ; 
that  he  threw  himfelf  upon  his  fovereign's  mercy, 
and  being  deprived  of  tlie  earldom  of  Rofs,  and  of 
his  other  polfeillons  on  themainland, — was  however 
permitted  ftiU  to  retain  the  vaflaUpofieflion  of  the 
principal  Hebudian  ifles.  Thefe  events  were  pro^ 
tra&ed  through  a  confiderable  ferics  of  yftars*. 

liifp-acc  The  fortune  of  the  Boyds  which  had  been  for 
Boyd».  fome  time  rapidly  rifing  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
greatnefs,  was  foon  to  be  overwhelmed  in  ruin  and 
difgrace.  James  had  grown  up  to  the  age  of  pu- 
berty ;  and  it  was  time  that  he  fliould  be  joined  in 
wedlock  with  fome  princefs  worthy  of  his  bed, 
Thomas  Boyd,  earl  of  Arran,  and  brother-in-law 
to  his  fovereign,  was,  on  this  account,  difpatched 
with  a  train  of  illuftrious  companions  and  attend- 
ants, to  negociate  a  marriage  between  James,  and 
*  Margaret  daughter  to  the  King  of  Denmark ;  and 
if  fuccefsful,  to  conduct,  the  lady  home  to  her  ex- 
peainghufband.  He  went,  fucceeded,  and  broughta- 
way  the  priifcefs  who  was  to  adorn  the  Scottifh  throne. 
But,  in  the  mean  time,  during  Thomas's  abfence, 
the  enemies  of  his  family  abufed  their  fovereign's 
ear  to  its  ruin.     His  father  and  uncle  were  fum- 

nloned 

*  Lcfly  : — Lindfaf:— Buchanan  : — Statiftical  account  of 
Canipbclton. 
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ngkOA^  to  trial  before  an  aflfemblecl  parliament  j  tn^^x^- 1- 
with  Thomas — at^at  on  fo  honourable  an  cinhaff)r,\ 


were  conifemned  to  faffer  the  puniihoptoit  due  to  ^^^g 
treafon  and  rebellion.  The  extravagant  favour 
which  they  had  enjoyed  with  the  young  Ibvereign^ 
was,  by  the  artful  reprefentationa  of  their  eneKuies^ 
converted  in  James's  breaft,  into  impls^^able  re* 
ientment.  Alexander  Boyd  was  put  to  death  fet 
the  treafon  imputed  to  him :  Robert,  efcaping  intp 
England,  died  foon  after,  at  Abiwi<;k»  of  a  broken 
heart :  The  enemies  of  Hiomas  lay  in  wait  to  feize 
and  dj^roy  him,  aflbon  as  he  fliould  have  landed 
from  his  Danifh  embafly.  The  feverity  of  th^ 
winter  delayed  the  return  of  the  fleet  from  PeQ* 
xaark,  tUl  ipring  had  calmed  the  ftorms  of  the 
German  Ocean  and  the  Baltic.  In  the  fitter  of 
James,  too,  Boyd  had  obtained  a  faithful  and  ten- 
derly aftedionate  wife.  No  fooner  did  the  fleet 
caft  anchor  in  the  road  of  Leitb,  than  Mary,  dif- 
gulfing  herfelf  to  elude  the  malicious  vigilance  of 
her  hufband's  enemies,  went  fecretly  on  board  hi^ 
fhip,  to  warn  him  of  his  danger,  and  to  ihare  Uie  * 
mifery  of  his  fortunes.  Thomas,  thus  warned  of 
the  profcription  of  his  family,  ventured  not  to  come 
a&ore,  but  accompanied  by  bis  faithful  wife,  failed 
back  to  Denmark;  frofii  which,  after  various 
wanderings,  he  repaired  at  laft  to  the  court  of 
Charles  duke  of  Burgundy ;  and  was  there  for  a 
while  honourably  entertained  ;  ferring  with  great 

reputation 
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Sect.  I.    reputation  in  the  wars  of  that  turbulent  and  ambi- 

CuAP.  IIL    . 

tious  prince.  His  virtuous  wife  there  bore  him  two 
children  ;  and  (till  remained  faithful  in  her  attach- 
ment to  her  hufband  amid  all  his  misfortunes.  In 
vain  did  her  brother,  by  many  letters,  drive  to  de- 
tach her  from  him,  and  to  allure  her  home  to  Scot- 
land. At  lafl,  indeed,  the  hopes  fuggefted  to  her, 
that  (he  by  her  prefence  might  yet  appeafe  the  an- 
ger of  James,  and  procure  the  reverfal  of  the  at- 
tainder of  her  hufband's  family,  led  her  to  return. 
She  was  kindly  received ;  but  was  foon,  againft 
her  will,  objiged  to  fubmit  to  a  fentence  of  divorce, 
which  annulled  her  marriage  with  Boyd  ;  and  was 
not  long  after  given  in  marriage  to  Hamilton  of 
Cadyow,  the  fon  of  him  whofe  feafouable  defertion 
from  the  Douglafles  had  made  them  unable  to  keep 
up  the  army  wich  which  they  had  oppofed  James 
the  Second.  Boyd  afterwards  died  in  forrow  on 
the  Continent.  His  two  children,  by  the  fifter  of 
James,  lived  not  to  enjoy  any  fplendid  fortime 
which  might  have  feemed  to  repair  their  father's 
wrongs*. 

ccffionof      Margaret  of  Denmark,  the  young  and  beau- 

ney  ifles.  tiful  bride  of  James*  the  Third,  brought,  as  her 

marriage-portion,  the  derelidtion  on  the  part  of 

Denmark,  of  all  its  claims — to  tribute  from  the 

Scottifh  Crown,  on  accountof  the  Hebudiaalfles^— - 

OT 
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or  to  the  feudal  fuperiority  of  the  Ifles  of  Orkney  skct.  i. 

Cbaf.  IIL 

and  Shetland,  the  earldom  of  which  had  been,  for^ 


fome  time,  enjoyed  by  the  Sinclairs,  fubjefts  to  the    ^^g 
Scottifli  Kings*. 

But,  James's  reign  was  not  deftined  to  be  glo-Situation 
rious  or  happy.  There  was  in  his  charadler,  ainrefpe^ 
iittlenefs  of  mind,  a  fordidnefs  of  fpirit,  an  abfenceJhcn!  ^'^ 
of  chat  exalted  magnanimity  which  ought  ever  to 
be  combined  with  prudence  in  a  great  monarch. 
The  Boyds,  the  Kennedies,  and  whoever  elfe  had, 
under  them,  the  care  of  his  education,  had  formed 
him  to  an  attachment  to  fome  of  the  curious  and 
elegant  arts  of  peace,  more  fond  and  finical,  than 
was  confident  with  the  due  difcharge  of  his  duties 
as  a  fovereign.  PalSonately  fond  of  mulic,  devoted 
to  architeSure,  of  an  ufurer's  avarice  for  the  accu- 
mulation of  money;  he  hence  eftranged  himfelf 
from  the  generous  exercifes  of  war  and  arms,  re- 
garded with  abhorrence  the  boiflierous  and  martial 
fpirit  of  his  barons,  and  conceived  a  mean  jealoufy 
of  thofe  who  excelled  in  the  gallant  and  popular 
arts  which  he  did  not  himfelf  cultivate.  His  bro- 
thers, Alexander  and  John,  young  men,  more  like 
in  manners  and  in  fpirit,  to  their  father,  than  to 
their  elder  brother,  being  the  moft  naturally  com- 
pared with  him  by  the  nation,  to  his  difadvantage; 
were  the  firft  to  become  the  obje£ks  of  this  jealoufy, 
^nd  its  \iftims.     They  had  already  grown  up  to 

manhood. 
♦  Eofdcm. 
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Sf  cT.  I.    manhood.    Alexander  the  elder  of  the  two,  was 

Chap.  HI. 


now  duke  of  Albany,  and  earl  of  March ;  John  the 

1460.W.  y^*^'*^^^*  ^^*  ^^^  ^^  Marre.  Alexander^  as  earl 
of  March,  was  intruded  with  almoft  ail  that  autho- 
*  rity  on  the  borders,  which  the  potent  Houfes  of 
Douglas  and  Dunbar  had  anciently  poiTefled.  The 
Humes  and  Hepbums  who,  before  his  appointment 
to  thefe  offices  and  honours,  had  derived  extraor- 
dinary emoluments  from  the  management  of  the 
crown-lands  in  thofe  parts  ;  found  their  interefts  to 
be  not  a  little  thwarted,  and  their  power  reftrain- 
^d,  by  the  adiviiy  with  which  the  new  earl  exer- 
cifed  his  authority,  and  the  vigilance  with  which 
he  evaded  all  the  emoluments  of  his  offices  and 
eftates.  ITiey  had  marked  the  temper  of  James ; 
and  they  refolved  to  abufe  its  weaknefs^  toward 
his  brother'^  ruin.  James  wa»,  by  thi/time,  fur» 
rounded  with  muficians^  artifls^  and  men  of  learn- 
ing, whofe  (kill  in  the  arts  in  which  he  delighted, 
recotnmended  them  to  be  the  ordinary  companions 
of  his  domeftic  life.  Such  were  Schevez,  Cochran^ 
Rogers,  and  others.  Cochran  the  archited  was, 
about  this  period^  the  chief  favourite ;  and  to  him 
they  addrefled  themfelves.  To  Cochran,  and  to 
all  the  reft  of  thefe  men,  the  duke  of  Albany  was 
not  lefs  odious  than  to  the  barons  of  the  Merfe ; 
for  he  fcorned  themfelves,  and  their  arts  by  which 
they  had  won  his  brother's  favour.  No  fooner 
had  the  artifices  of  this  cabal  drawn  James  to  view 

with 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Book  V.]     HISTORY  OF  SCOTLAND.  505 

with  jealoufy — the  aftivity,  the  high  fpirits  and  theS«cT.  t. 
popular  qualities  of  Albany,  and  even  of  Marres 


•  whom  they  beheld  with  like  hatred,  than  the  nar-  ,^^3 
row-minded  prince  eagerly  rufhed  into  the  fnare 
which  was  laid  for  him,  forgot  the  kind  aSe£lions 
of  fraternal  love,  and  gave  up  his  heart  to  the  dark 
purpofes  of  an  Afiatic  defpot.  James's  learning 
and  tafte  were  not  of  a  nature  to  preferve  him  from 
the  influence  of  fuperftition.  The  abfurdities  of 
fancied  forcery  and  of  aftrology  had  never,  in  any 
other  age,  a  flronger  hold  on  the  minds  of  men, 
than  in  this.  A  witch  was  brought  to  foretell  to 
James,  that  he  was  to  be  flain  by  his  brothers. 
This  pretended  prophecy  effeftually  imprefled  upon 
his  mind  the  influence  of  ail  thofe  fuggeftions  which 
had  been  prefented  to  him  againft  his  brothers, 
and  confirmed  him  in  thofe  dark  and  cruel  pur- 
pofes  which  had  already  beguix  vaguely  to  con- 
ceive. James  fent,  with  feeming  kindnefs  of  pur- 
pofe,  to  invite  his  brothers  to  vifit  him  at  Edin- 
burgh. Albany  fecretly  warned  of  the  mifchief 
that  was  intended  againfl  him,  difregarded  the  in- 
vitation, and  inftead  of  coming  to  Edinburgh,  for- 
tified himfelf  in  his  own  caftle  of  Dunbar.  Marre,  Death  of 
unaware  of  the  danger,  haftily  obeyed  bis  brother's  ©fMarrc. 
fummons ;  and  foon  after  perifhed  in  the  Canon- 
gate, — as  thofe  who  were  willing  to  favour  the  . 
King,  pretended,— by  his  own  frantic  mifconduft 
vnder  a  fever, — ^but,  as  was  with  much  more  like- 
Vox.  III.  S  s  s  lihoQ4 
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CHAf  III  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  alledged  by  others, — having  his 


veins  opened  by  the  King's  orders,  and  being  thus 
i46o58,  ^^^^  t^  bleed  to  death.  From  Dunbar,  Albany  foon 
after  fled  to  Berwick,  and  thence  into  England. 
It  is  not  impof&ble,  but  partly  the  popular  manners, 
and  in  part  the  imprudent  words  of  thefe  young 
men,  might  have  afforded  to  their  brother  fome  real 
ground  for  alap*m  againft  them.  But,  it  was  the 
feeblenefs,  the  caprice  of  his  own  chara&er,  alone, 
that  could  make  them  dangerous  to  hi$  fafety,  or 
odious  in  his  eyes** 

Ecciefiaf.      DISTURBANCES  arofe,  too,  in  the  conduft  of 

tical  af-  .  .  . 

lairs.  the  eccleliaflical  affairs  of  the  nation.  To  fucceed 
James  Kennedy  in  the  biflioprick  of  St  Andrew's^ 
Patrick  Graham,  his  uterine  brother,  had  been 
chofen  by  the  affembled  clergy  of  the  diocefe,  but 
by  the  fpiteful  oppofition  of  the  Boyd^,  then  at  the 
height  of  their  power,  had  been  withheld  from  the 
pofleilion  of  the  temporalities  of  the  biihoprick. 
Enable  to  prevail  againft  his  adverfaries  at  the 
Scottifh  court,  Graham  repaired  to  Rome,  to  fcli- 
cit  confirmation  in  the  bifhoprick,  f|-om  the  fu- 
preme  Pontiff.  '  At  Rome,  he  was  gracioufly  re- 
ceived J  his  defires  w^re  granted  j  in  favour 
of  him,  the  fee  of  St  Andrew's  was  even  erefted 
into  an  archbifhoprick,  the  metropolitan  fee  of 
Scotland ;  and  the  Scottifh  church  was,  by  the 
Pope's  authority,  declared  to  be  for  ever  fi^e  from 

all 
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all  claims  of  fubjedion  to  the  church  of  England. '»*^'^'' 
Graham  thus  fuccefsful  at  the  Romifh  court,  foonuoro 
after  prepared  to  return  home.  The  Boyds  had  x^o^'s, 
now  fallen  from  their  invidious  greatnefs ;  and  he 
flattered  himfelf,  that  he  (hould  now  meet  no  oppo- 
fition,  when  he  went  to  take  poflfeflion  of  his  arch- 
bifhoprick.  To  honour  him  farther  among  his 
countrymen^  he  was  invefted  by  the  Pope  with  the 
authority  of  papal  legate. — But,  other  enemies  had, 
in  the  mean  time,  arifen,  to  exclude  Graham  from 
the  benefit  of  the  appointments  and  honours  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  the  court  of  Rome.  Schevez 
archdeacon  of  St  Andrew's,  and  on  account  of  his 
fkiil  in  aftrology,  a  favourite  with  the  King,  oppo- 
fed  in  the  ecclefiaftical  aflemblies,  the  new  preten- 
tions of  Graham.  He  was  feconded  by  Lock  the 
reftor  of  the  Univerfity.  Graham  was  by  the 
clergy  degraded  from  his  ofSce,  under  a  fentence 
of  excommunication.  The  civil  authority  of  the 
monarch,  then  interpofed,  to  fupport  the  authority 
of  the  church,  and  cad  Graham  into  imprifonment. 
He  never  recovered  his  loft  honours.  Great  fums 
of  money  were  wrung  from  him,  in  order  to  gratify 
the  King  and  his  minifters,  and  to  be  paid  to  the 
Romilh  court;  When  he  had  been  reduced  to 
extreme  poverty,  Schevez,  his  adverfary,  was  raifed 
to  the  archbiihoprick  in  his  ftead,  and  Graham 
was  left  to  die  in  difgrace  and  confinement.  His 
impriAnment  was,  at  firft,  for  a  while  at  Dunferm- 

ling. 
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Sect.  I.    Una.     Hc  had  been  transferred,  before  his  deatb. 

Chap.  III.         °  '  ' 

to  the  cattle  of  Lochleven.     This  conduct  of  the 


li^b'c-^s.  .^^^6  ^^^  ^^^  favourites  in  a  matter  of  fo  much 
importance  to  the  eccleiiaftical  affairs  of  the  king- 
dom, tended  greatly  to  increafe  the  riiing  odium 
againft  his  charafter,  and  to  render  the  better  part 
of  the  ecclefiaftics  indifferent  to  his  incerefts^. 

■'*'"  d  d '^"  ^^  ^^^  mean  time,  James's  perfonal  manners  and 
.b7inean  domcfUc  habits  Continued  to  alienate  him  ftill 
avountct.^^^^  and  more  from  the  adive  duties  of  royalty. 
Cochran  his  archited,  Rogers  the  mufician,  Pref- 
ton  a  gentleman  T¥ho  was  content  to  afibciate 
bimfelf  with  them,  Schevez  the  archbifhop,  and 
a  few  others,  were  the  companions  of  his  a- 
mufements,  and  the  confidential  fervants  of  his 
government.  Rogers  was  raifed  to  the  honours  of 
knighthood ;  Cochran,  the  prime  favourite,  ob- 
tained the  earldom  of  Marre,  which  had  been  fo 
lately  poffeffed  by  the  King's  youngeft  brother. 
Thefe  men,  however,  had  not  of  themfelves  any  in- 
fluence or  authority  in  the  kingdom,  fuch  as  might 
have  enabled  them  to  adminifter  the  fovereign  au- 
thority with  due  vigour  ;  the  King  himfelf,  fitter 
for  a  monk  or  a  merchant,  was  not  a  man  who 
needed  not  able  fervants  to  aid  his  own  authority 
and  talents  ;  the  Crown  was  not  armed  with  any 
fuch  force  as  might  have  fupported  his  dignity  in 

^•fpitc: 
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fpitc  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  fovereign,  and  Ac^'Yp  m 
worthlefsnefs  of  his  fervants.  Tbofe  barons  of  the«.i^-v^' 
fouthern  counties  who  had  lately  plotted  the  over-  j^i^ 
throw  of  the  duke  of  Albany,  no  fooner  faw  him 
driven  into  exile,  than  they  began  to  ftrengthen 
themfelves  to  new  power  upon  the  borders ;  and 
to  contemn  the  minions,  by  whofe  agency  they  had 
fupplanted  him.  The  Humes  and  Hepburns  ;  the 
earl  of  Angus  ;  and  a  great  many  of  thofe  barons 
whofe  defcent  and  opulence  gave  them  influence 
in  the  kingdom ;  ahhough  they  might  not  openly 
proceed  to  refiife  obedience  to  the  King's  officers 
in  the  ordinary  execution  of  the  laws  ;  yet  eameft- 
ly  looked  forward  to  fome  opportunity,  when  the 
King  (landing  in  need  of  their  alBftance,  might  be 
compelled  to  fubmit  to  their  controul.  Want  of 
energy  in  the  government  ferved,  amid  thefe  things, 
to  add  continually  new  ftrength  to  the  difcontented 
barons.  They  fcorned  thofe  arts  which  their  fo- 
vereign cultivated ;  the  money  which  he  avarici- 
oufly  ftrove  to  accumulate,  cou!d  not  make  him 
refpe£table  in  their  eyes  ;  his  jealoufies  and  fufpi- 
cions  had  more  of  meannefs  of  fpirit,  and  of  dark 
cruelty  of  intention  fuch  as  could  not  but  alarm, 
than  of  able  vigilance  which  might  have  ferved  to 
reftrain  and  overawe  them.  He  could  not  appear 
to  be  other  than  a  contemptible  monarch,  who 
fought  his  prote£tion  in  the  vain  forebodings  of 
aftrology,  not  in  the  efteem  of  his  fubjeds,  and  in 

thc^ 
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Chap  III  ^  ^^®  energy  of  his  government.    His  fevoar- 
u<^v<«o  ites,  too,  elated  by  the  unexpe&ed  rife  of  fortune 
i^'J^s.  ^^  which  his  capricious  kindnefs  had  exalted  them, 
carried  themfelves  with  a  degree  of  infolence  which 
made  their  unmerited  elevation  doubly  invidious. 
The  exadion  of  money  for  ecclefiaftical  benefices  $ 
the  rigour  with  which  the  dues  of  wardfhip  and 
relief  were  levied  upon  the  vaflals  of  the  Crown  ; 
the  rapacity  with  which  advantage  was  taken  of 
thofe  rights  of  purveyorfhip  which  the  fovereign 
enjoyed  for  the  fupport  of  his  houfhold  }  the  ava- 
rice with  which  the  cuftops  due  upon  goods  of 
merchandize,  were  exadted;  that  debafement  of 
the  coinage  which  was  abufed  to  defraud  the  fub- 
je£ls  for  the  fake  of  their  fovereign  ;  all  thefe  were 
matters  of  grievance  which  no  adminiflration  could, 
in  this  age,  have  long  perfuaded  the  Scots  to  bear 
with  patience.  xWhen  all  was  ready  almoft  for  in^ 
furre£tion,  the  truce  with  England  was  fuddenly 
violated, — rather  by  the  contrivance  of  the  Scottifli 
exiles,  and  by  the  reftlefs  turbulence  of  the  border- 
ers, both  Scots  and  Englifh,  than  by  any  inclina- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  two  monarchs,  to  harafs 
Progrefsof  each  Other  with  mutual  hoftilities.    A  negotiation 
l^"acr  ^^^^^  h^d  bee^  opened,  with  Edward  the  Fourth  for 
and  in-     the  purpofc  of  engaging  his  daughter  Cecilia  to  be 
hisbrotherthe  future  bride  of  the  infant  fon  of  James,  was  for- 
dlv^*^'   gotten.    Albany  who  during  his  exile,  had  paffed 
through  England  into  France,  now  returned  back 

into 
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into  England,  and  in  concert  with  the  exile,  and  for<-S>cT.  i. 
feited  earl  of  Douglas,  made  an  unfuccefsful  incur*  u^v^ 
fion  into  Annandale.  Douglas  was  made  prifo*  j^^^Sr 
net,  never  more  to  recover  his  liberty ;  but  Alba- 
ny made  his  efcape.  HofUlities  being  thus  com« 
menced ;  Edward  was  induced  to  come  northward 
with  a  powerful  army  upon  an  invading  expedition 
againft  the  Scots.  James  now  relu&antly  fummon- 
ed  his  angry  barons  to  attend  him  in  arms.  While 
they  ilowly  ailembled,  with  intentions  more  un- 
friendly to  their  own  fovereign,  than  to  the  invad-t 
er^  ;  Gloucefter,  brother  to  the  Englifh  King,  con- 
duded  by  Albany,  had  advanced  as  far  as  Ber- 
wick ;  and  leaving  a  part  of  his  forces  to  pufli  tiie 
(iege  of  that  town,  which  was  held  out  againft  him 
by  Hepburn,  earl  of  Bothwell ;  was  haftening  on^ 
wards  with  the  reft*  James  had,  however,  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  Lawder  to  meet  and  repuUe  the 
invafion,  when  his  barons  finding,  that  he  himfelf 
with  his  minions,  were  now  entirely  within  their 
power,  determined**-AO  longer  to  delay  the  venge- 
ance which  they  were  impatient  to  execute  on  thofe 
who  had  perverted  the  monarch's  mind  from  the 
fentiments  and  duties  of  royalty.  In  a  tumultuary 
affembly  in  the  church  of  Lawder,  they  refolved 
inftantly  to  feize  and  put  to  death,  Cochran  with 
the  other  minions  againft  whom  they  were  enrag- 
ed ;  and  making  themfelves  mafters  of  their  fove- 
reign's  perfon,  to  compel  him  to  alter  and  new- 
model 
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skct.  l  model  his  government  at  their  pleafure.  Perhaps 
v^^v^  they  aded  not  without  a  correfpondence  with  AI- 
i\(Si%.  ^^^y  •  P^^^^ip*  *^y  adopted  thefc  meafures  in  the 
Rebciiioothope  of  thus  gratifying  Albany's  wifhes,  although 
of  the  not  yet  communicated  to  them,  and  of  averting  the 
baroM.  c^ils  of  the  invafiou.  Ere  their  deliberation  was 
concluded,  Cochran  came  /rom  the  King  to  inter- 
rupt it.  *  He  feemed  to  come  as  if  it  had  been  at 
their  fummons.  Inftantly  they  fdzed  his  perfon, 
ftripped  him  of  the  fplendid  ornaments  he  wore, 
and  hurrying  him  to  the  bridge  of  Lawder,  hang- 
ed him  without  farther  trial,  as  the  meaneft  of 
traitors.  The  other  mean  favourites  of  James, 
who  were  hated  by  his  old  and  honourable  vaffals, 
fhared  all  the  fame  fate.  James  himfelf  was  car- 
ried in  confinement  back  to  Edinburgh.  Albany 
and  his  Englifli  condudor;  were  permitted  to  fol- 
low without  oppofition.  James  was  branded  as 
unfaithful  no  leis  to  engagements  into  which  he 
had  entered  with  the  Englilh  King  for  the  marriage 
of  his  fon,  than  to  his  fubje£is  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
duties  he  owed  them  as  their  feudal  fovereign.  Ber- 
wick was  again  delivered  up  to  the  Englifh.  Every 
thing  in  Scotland  was  left  at  the  pleafure  of  Alba- 
ny, and  the  nobles  who  favouring  him,  had  infult- 
ed  and  violated  the  perfon  of  his  brother.  Albany 
obtained  the  reftoration  of  the  fieffs  which  he  had 
pofielfed  before  his  exile,,  and  was  at  the  fame  tune 
nominated  to  adminifter  the  government  of  the 

kingdomi 
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kingdom,  as  the  King's  lieutenant.     The  city  oP<<:^*  '• 
Edinburgh  undertook  to  repay  thofe  fums  of  mo-v^<«r^ 
ney  which  Edward  had  formerly  paid  to  James  in  j^llJo. 
order  to  obtain  his  alliance,  and  in  the  name  of  a 
dowry  given  with  his  daughter  to  James's  infant- 
fon.    The  EngliOi  then  returned  backward  into 
their  own  country :  and  Albany  with  the  nobles 
who,  for  his  fake,  and  to  indulge  their  own  haugh« 
ty  revenge,  had  deprived  James  of  his  favourite 
fervants ;  remained  mafters  of  the  King,  and  of  the 
government  of  Scotland*. 

Jam&s  was,  during  the  latter  part  of  thefe  tran- 
fa£lions,  detained  in  pretendedly  refpe£tful,  yet 
clofe  confinement  in  Edinburgh-caftle.  Douglas, 
once  the  formidable  enemy  of  his  father,  was  about 
the  fame  time,  in  confequence  of  his  late  capture 
in  Annandale,  a  prifoner  in  the  apartments  of  the 
fame  fortrefs. ,  An  interview  was  procured  between 
the  King  and  the  forfeited  earl :  but  the  earl  could 
not  in  his  prefent  condition  ferve  the  King  ;  nor 
could  the  King,  thus  divefted  of  the  powers  and  ho- 
nours  of  majefty,  reftore  the  earl  to  his  ancient  pof« 
feffions:  and  their  interview  had  therefore  no  confe* 
quences  important  or  pleafant  to  either  the  one  or 
the  other.  But,  by  whatever  means^ — whether  by 
any  artifice  on  the  part  of  the  King  who  was  not  . 
incapable  of  that  fhrewd  and  cunning  policy  by 
which  narrow  minds  will  fometimes  diftinguifh 

Vol.  III.  T  1 1  themfelves 

*  Lindfay :— Lcfly :— 'Buchanan,  &<;. 
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c**^^*  ik  ^^co^fc^^^s  ^^^  ™oft  J  *>y  ^^^  "^ore  generous  influ- 
u«^*v"vj  ence  of  folitary  refledion  upon  his  underftanding 
1437-^  and  his  feelings  ;  by  the  prevalence  of  manly  ge* 
Reconci-  nerofity  and  true  fraternal  afie&ion  in  Albany's 
jamct      mind ;  or  by  the  intrigues  of  perfons  who  were  in* 
brother*   terofted  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  between  the 
4cr.**"'    ^^^  brothers,  and  to  divide  Albany  from  thofc  to 
whom  he  had  at  firft  attached  himfelf ; — a  perfeft 
reconciliation  was  foon  after  accomplifbed  between 
the  two  brothers.    Albany  delivered  James  out  of 
the  hands  of  thofe  by  whom  he  had  been  detained 
in  confinement.    A  new  arrangement  of  the  par- 
ties was  produced.    James  no  longer  miftruftful  of 
hit  brother,  or  at  lead  feemingly  no  longer  foj  cor- 
dially  embraced  Albany  as  his  deliverer  and  his 
beft  friend.    Schevez,  who  had  intrigued  with  all 
parties,  became  odious  to  all ;  and  gladly  made  his 
peace  by  exchanging  the  archbi(hoprick  pf  St  An* 
drew's  for  the  bilhoprick  of  Moray^. 

The  reconciliation  of  the  two  brothers,  was  a- 
larming  and  dangerous  to  the  enemies  of  both,  to 
thofe  by  whofe  intrigues  Albany  had  been  banifli- 
ed,  and  to  them  who  had  afterwards  combined  a- 
gainft  their  fovereign,  and  laid  violent  hands  upon 
his  perfon.  With  England  there  was  now  peace  ; 
nor  did  this  amity  with  the  Englifli,  occafion  any 
neceflary  violation  of  the  ancient  friendfliip  be- 
tween Scotland  and  France :  for  the  £ngli(h  now 

bufied 

♦  Lindfay : — Lcfly : — Buchanan : — Crawford's  hiftorj  of 
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bufied  in  the  inteftine  contentions  between  the^'^cT.i. 
houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter,  had  ceafed,  for  aw^-y^ 
while  from  the  profecution  of  their  ancient  preten-  i^'y!2o. 
fions  as  well  againfl:  the  French,  as  againft  the^*'*«"^» 
Scots.  An  embafly  from  France,  fent  upon  thebrothena^ 
occafion  of  the  death  of  Lewis  the  Eleventh,  and 
the  acceffion  of  hi$  fon  Charles  the  Eighth,  was 
honourably  received  at  the  Scottifh  Court,  and 
gratified  by  the  folemn  renewal  of  that  alliance  be« 
tween  the  two  nations  which  had  been  long  deem* 
ed  indifpenfibly  neceflary  to  the  fupport  of  both 
againft  Englifli  ambition.  Adminiftered  by  Alba^^ 
ny,  the  internal  government  of  Scotland  recovered 
all  its  due  energy.  James,  content  with  that  leifure 
which  allowed  him  to  cultivate  his  favourite  arts, 
and  to  enjoy  thofe  amufements  in  which  he  delight- 
ed; feettied  now  happier,  than  while  the  burthen  of 
royalty  had  refted  wholly  upon  himfelf.  The  Scot« 
tiih  moiiarchy^  the  nation — ^appeared  likely  to  rife 
with  great  rapidity  to  a  condition  of  more  flouriihing 
profperity  thai!  they  had  ever  before  experienced. 
Yet,  it  \^as  but  too  eafy  to  revive  in  the  bofom  of 
James,  thofe  jealoufies  of  his  brother's  popular  ta- 
lents, which  bad  before  driven  Albany,  into  exile^ 
which  had  hurried  young  Marre  prematurely  to 
the  comb.  To  thofe  nobles  who  afpired  to  rife 
upon  the  ruiiis  of  the  Houfe  of  Douglas,  to  that 
dangerous  elevation  from  which  they  had  feen  it 
hurled, — Albany,  aman  of  high  abilities  for  govern^K 

ment^ 
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fttcT.  I.    ment,  was  neceiTarily  more  formidable  than  the 
'  weak  and  narrow-minded  James ;  and  they  foon 


^'  ^:    contrived  therefore  to  make  the  King^s  jealoofies 
and  fears,  the  inftruments  of  theirs.     A  fecond 
breach  was  effected   between  the  two  brothers. 
Albany,  chiefly,  as  it  fbould  feem,  by  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Humes  and  Hepburns,  whofe  wealth 
and  greatnefs  were  ftill  reftrained  and  impaired  by 
his  pofleilion  of  the  wardenlhip  of  the  marches ; 
faw  himfelf  foon  accufed  of  having  traitoroufly  de- 
livered up  Berwick  to  the  Englifli ;  imprifoned  in 
the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  ;  and  threatened  with  con- 
demnation and  public  execution,— or  rather  perhaps 
with  fecret  death  by  fome  fuch  dark  arts  of  mur- 
ther,  as  had  been  praQifed  againft  his  younger 
brother.   The  earl  of  Angus  and  thofe  other  lords, 
out  of  whofe  hands,  James  had  been  lately  deliver- 
ed, now  acquired  the  afcendency  in  his  counfels, 
and  eagerly  drove  to  accomplifli  Albany's  deftruc- 
tion,  that  James's  imbecility  might  be  left  once 
more  at  their  mercy.    In  vain  did  the  duke  plead 
that  he  had  delivered  up  Berwidi  in  obedience  to 
the  King's  command.     James  and  his  counfellors 
were  not  to  be  moved  by  this  defence  from  purfu- 
ing  to  deftru6tion,  a  hated^  dreaded  enemy.     But, 
Albany  was  not  abfolutely  friendlefs.     Notice  was 
fecretly  conveyed  to  him,  of  all  the  danger  threa- 
tened againft  his  life  by  the  dark  machinations  of 
his  foes.    A  veiTel  was  fecretly  prepared  in  the 

,  Frith, 
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Frith,  to  receive  and  conduft  him  to  France*  if  heS«cT.  i.  ^ 

'  .  '  (*MAa.  til. 

might  by  any  means  make  his  efcap^  out  of  thev 


caftle.     Thus  warned,  and  having  concerted  all  ^^'^. 
meafures  with  his  friends  without,  he,  on  a  certain -a^**""?^" 

capes  xrom 

evening,  invited  ^he  captain  of  the  caftle  to  fupper ;  Edinburgh 
made  him  and  the  guard  drunk  with  wine;  then^^ 
with  the  afliftance  only  of  his  own  fervant,  matter- 
ed and  flew  them  ;  defcended  by  means  of  ropes 
over  the  caftle-walls;  at  Newhaven,  went,  with 
fome  friends  who  awaited  his  coming,  on  board 
the  veffel  which  lay  there  to  receive  him ;  and  thus 
efcaped  in  fafety  into  France.  In  France,  he  ob- 
tained in  marriage  the  heirefs  of  the  dukedom  of 
Bouloigne ;  lived  for  a  while  in  high  reputation, 
diftinguiihed  for  his  talents  and  martial  gallantry  ; 
and  periihed  at  laft  in  a  tournament, — leaving  by 
the  duchefs,  a  fon  who  was  afterwards  for  a  time 

to  adminifter  the  government  of  Scotland*. 

t 

James,  thus  delivered,  without  a  new  crime, 
from  the  prefence  of  his  brother  ;  and  once  more 
reconciled  at  left  feemingly,  to  thofe  nobles  who 
had  checked  his  power,  and  confined  his  perfon  ; 
returned  to  the  culture  of  thofe  arts  of  peace  in 
which  he  excelled.  Stirling-caftle  becoming  his 
favourite  place  of  refidence;  he  founded  there  a  col- 
legiate church  under  the  denomination  of  his  cha- 
pel-royal ;  endowed  it  richly ;  and  appointed  a 
numerous  train  of  ecclefiaftics,  priefts,  and  mufi- 

cians 
*  Lcfly  :— Lindfay,  &c.  &c. 
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Sect.  I.    ciaHS  who  fliould  folemnizc  in  it  the  fervices  of  re- 

Gbap.  Ill,        , 

ligion  -with  the  utmoft  magnificence  and  pomp. 


li^;-^.  ^^  ^^^'  ^'*^  within  the  walls  of  Stirling-caftle,  a 
Meafurw  noWc  hall  fof  the  reception  of  his  afiembled  parUa- 

employed  *  * 

by  jamct  ments.  As  the  revival  of  the  arts,  and  the  progrcfs 

to  confirm    -  ,  ,  .  . 

his  autho-  01  commerce  were  now  every  where  enhanang,  m 
^^^'  the  eyes  of  the  Scots,  as  of  the  other  nations  of 
Europe,  the  value  of  that  new  fpecies  of  wealth 
which  confifted  in  money,  and  in  the  produdions 
of  the  arts ;  in  contradiftindion  to  lands  and  cat* 
ties,  the  only  fort  of  wealth  which  Kings  and  no- 
bles had  anciently  held  in  high  eflimation :  James 
now  renewed  his  cares  for  the  accumulation  of 
moneyed  opulence,  and  enriched  himfelf  to  a  de- 
gree, that  partly  attra&ed  the  covetoufnefs,  and 
partly  excited  the  rage  and  contempt  of  his  fub- 
jeds.  Aware  of  the  advantage  of  pofiei&ng  a  navy 
for  the  proteAion  of  his  coafts  agsunft  maritiine 
invafion,  the  Ejng  procured  alfo  two  (hips  of  con- 
fiderable  burthen,  which  he  equipped  for  warfare, 
;md  put  under  the  command  of  Sir  Andrew  Wood 
of  Largo.  And  being  in  the  fame  manner  fenfible, 
that  the  occafional  military  fervice  of  a  turbulent 
and  refraftory  feudal  nobility,  could  not  be  confi- 
dently  depended  upon  even  for  foreign  war,  but 
(lili  lefs  for  ordinary  defence  at  home,  and  for  the 
execution  of  his  commands  in  exercifing  the  fu- 
preme  jurifdiftion  over  his  kingdom  ;  he  formed 
a  fmall  troop  of  body-guards  under  the  command 

of 
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of  Sir  John  Ramfay  of  Balmain,  whom  his  inter- f,'^'^-'- 
ceffion  had  with  dif&culty  faved  from  llaughteru.i*nr<o 
when  his  barons  cut  off  the  reft  of  his  favourites,  ,^'.^ 
at  Lawder.  With  the  Englifh  who  were  flill  un« 
der  the  ufutped  dominion  of  Richard  the  Third, 
difpofed  to  cultivate  peace  on  the  fide  of  Scotland, 
James  concluded  a  new  treaty,  the  conditions  of 
which  were  far  from  being  difadvantageous  or  dif- 
honourable  to  the  Scots.  It  feemed,  that  James  was 
gradually  enlarging  his  mind^  and  invigorating  his 
faculties,  fo  as  to  become  equal  to  the  duties  of  roy- 
alty, while  he  with  too  minute  a  curiofity,  flill  cul- 
tivated fome  of  the  ornamental  arts  of  peace.  His 
character  began  to  be  more  highly  efleemed  among 
his  fubje£ts,  than  it  had  formerly  been :  And, 
could  he  have  expelled  from  his  bofom,  thofe  jeal- 
oufies  and  refentments  which  flill  feflered  in  his 
heart ;  and  thofe  fears,  excited  by  the  predidlions 
of  wizards  and  aftrologers,  which  ftill  clouded  his 
imagination :  Could  the  Humes  and  Hepburns 
with  their  aflbciates  have  forgotten  how  they  had 
injured  him,  or  fuppofed  him  capable  of  forgetting 
it :  Could  that  fa6lion  which  had  rifen  upon  the 
fallen  fortunes  of  the  Houfe  of  Douglas,  have  been 
quietly  extinguifhed,  without  kindling  up  the  flames 
of  civil  war : — ^James  might  yet  perhaps  have  been 
happy  i  and  might  have  filled  the  throne  with  ho- 
nour,  to  a  late  old  age*. 


But, 


^  Eofdem  quos  fupra. 
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Sect.  t.        But,  it  could  not  bc.  No  proOTefs  of  Cime  could 

Chap.  III.  *       o  . 

<u^^v-vj  extinguifh  the  refentments  which  mutually  prevdl- 
1^37^.  ^^  between  him  and  the  fa&ion  of  the  border-no^ 

Anew  rc-bles.  The  more  they  faw  him  ftrengtben  himfelf 
in  his  authority ;  fo  much  the  more  were  they 
moved  to  beftir  themfelves  anew,  in  order  to  fub* 
•  vert  his  power,  and  to  anticipate  the  execution  of 
any  designs  which  he  might  have  fecretly  formed 
againfl  them.  A  Aibjed  of  conteft  was  foon  found. 
James,  in  his  earneftnefs  to  enrich  the  royal  cha- 
pel he  had  founded  at  Stirling,  annexed  to  it  the 
revenues  of  the  ancient  abbey  of  Coldingham* 
The  Humes  looking  upon  this  abbey  as  pertaining 
in  a  particular  manner,  to  them,  would  not  will- 
ingly fufFer  the  propofed  annexation  to  be.  cai^ried 
into  effeft.  James,  however,  procured  it  to  be  ianc- 
tioned  by  an  a£):  of  parliament.  The  Hume^  im« 
mediately  began  to  concert  a  new  cQ0fyix2i^  a^ 
gainft  their  fovereign, — ^with  the  Hepbunis,«— with 
moft  of  thofe  barons  in  the  Weft  and  the  So9(b»  ■ 
who  had  been  anciently  dependents  on  the  Houfe 
of  Douglas, — with  Stewart  of  Avondale,  and  the 
earl  of  Angus  who  had  been  parties,  in  nrhat  they 
did  before  at  Lawder, — and  with  the  heads  of  the 
two  families  of  Gray  and  Drummond  from  amqiig 
the  northern  barons.  The  confpirators  had  foon 
concerted  their  meafures,  and  made  preparations 
to  refiH:  their  King's  commands,  and  to  make  theoir 
fi^Ives  by  force  once  more  mafters  of  his  perfon* 

Jamca 
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James  iaibrmed  of  their  preparatiotu,  fuounoned^'^^^- ^*  . 
th^m  bf  his  Jfueralds  to  lay  down  their  arm;,  and  w*y^ 
pi'efimt  ttemkVfes  to  tbt  cognisance  of  his  j**^^^.  ,4^88, 
But^  his  letters  were  ficorBfuUy  torn  in  pieces ;  bi» 
htf aids  were  maltreated ;  the  rebellion  was  fbrtb* 
with  openly  declaimed.    They  were  advaacing  to 
befiege  him  in  kis  -caftfe  of  Siirlii^,  with  a  ^reat 
force  of  thdr  retaiAef s  and  vaffals ;  while  Jamea 
bad  oat  bl»  fltithful  harons  mgh,  nor  any  £ich 
force  about  his  fttrfon,  as  anight  have  been  fuffi. 
cient  M  defend  hioi  agaiiiit  their  craitosous  pur* 
pdfes. 

Y«T,  furrounided  with  thefe  difficuluee,  James  ^^°^^ 
a&ed  with  greater  firmoefis,  zQivitj,  and  wiXdom, jam^  to 
tiiftA  was  to  be  expeded  Irooa  a  otanof  his^charac-^bdUow 
ter«    Be  imffiediaiely  ^ftreOigtbened  his  gaxdibn  of 
Stirling^ftftle,  and  added  new  ilores  to  thofe  with 
vhich  k  waa  akeady  provided;  placed  Shaw  of 
Saadkie^  a  man  in  whom  he  bAi  coofidence,  XO 
conMaand  in  it ;  and  committed  to  his  cuftody^ 
prince  James^  ihis  King'a  eldeft  Xoi^  and  xu)W  a 
youth  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  ^ge.    From 
Stii^lii^  Jame^  then  repaired  in  hafte  to.the  caftle  of 
Edinburgh  ;  in  it  depofited  his  ^eafure  ;  ftrength- 
ened  it  aUb  fwith  an  additional  garrifon  and  new 
fiores  ;  and  confided  the  whole  to  the  cuftody  of 
a  man  who  enjoyed  his  favour.    After  taking  thefd 

Vol.  III.  U  u  u  meafures 
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c'^^  III  "^^'^^^^  ^^^  preferving  his  fon,  his  treafure,  and 


his  two  principal  cafliles  from  falling  into  the  hands 
14^0.^8.  ^^  ^^^  rebels ;  he  went  inftantly  on  board  a  veffel 
which  Sir  Andrew  Wood  held  at  Leith,  in  readi- 
nefs  to  receive  him ;  and  while  they  fMcied  him 
to  have  fled  arway  perhaps  to  England  or  to  Flan- 
ders, — crofled  the  bay  to  Fife  ;  and  prc^eeding 
northwards,  called  upon  his  barons,  burgefies,  and 
other  vaflals,  to  arm  and  proted  their  fovereign  a- 
gainft  rebellion.  It  was  with  difficulty  he  had  eC- 
caped  at  Leith  from  the  purfnit  of  the  confpirators. 
Thcbii.  B^^  >A  P^f^  ^^^  ^^'  ^^^  northern  counties,  he 
North^dif^^'^"'^^  none  but  loyal  fubjcds,  ready  to  arm  tbem- 
play  their  felvcs  at  his  Command,  and  to  expofe  their  lives  in 
^'  defence  of  his  life  and  authority.  Lindfay  eari  of 
Crawford,  won  by  the  new  honour  of  duke' of 
Montrofe,  to  exert  himfelf  with  extraordinary  zeaf, 
in  the  caufe  of  his  Ring ;  with  his  kinfman,  Lind- 
fay  of  the  Byres  ;  foon  joined  James  at  Perth  with 
a  body  of  two  thoufand  horfemen,  and  fix  thou- 
fand  footmen:  Ruthven  iheri£f of  Strathem  brought 
no  fewer  than  five  thoufand  :  The  earls  of  Huntley, 
Athole,  and  Argyle,  defcended-at  the  head  of  the 
ftrenpth  of  the  Highlands :  The  earl  of  Menteitb, 
\vith  Erfkine  and  Graham  came  alfo  whh  a  conii- 
derable  force  from  Stirlingfliireand  the  diftrifts 
contiguous.  An  army  of  more .  than  thirty  thou- 
fand men,  was  thus  fpeedily  muftered  to  oppofc 

the 
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the  rebellious  bordererg  :  And  James  foon  march- ?,»®t  J- 

•^  Chap.  III. 

ed  in  confidence  at  their  head,  back  to  Stirling*,  x^^-^r-^ 

A.  D. 

146-88. 

BuT»  in  the  mean  time,  Hume,  Hepburn,  and^^^^Yj^^y 
Angus  had  exerted  themfelves  with  the  boldnefstrigactof 
and  a^ivity  of  men  who  had  ftaked  their  all  on  the^ 
event  of  rebellion,  and  had  now  advanced  too  far, 
to  recede  mhh  fafitty.  Although  they  had  not  been 
abletofeize  James's  perfon^  as  he  fee  fail  from 
Lfithj  yet  they  bad  intercq>ted  part  of  the  bag« 
gage  and  money  which  he  wi&ed  to  earry-with 
htm.  Whether  of  neceflity,  or  in  treacherous  com^ 
pliMlcey  the  captain  of  £dinburgh^aftle  had  fur« 
rendered  it  with  the  King's  treafarein  it  depofited, 
at  tbdr  fummons.  Shaw,  too  the  governor  of  Stir- 
]ing*caftle^  being  bribed  with  large  fums  of  money  i 
put  the.  prince  into  their  hands,  and  agreed  to  hold 
for  them^tbatcaftlc  which  had  been  committed  to 
him  by  bis  King.  Even  the  young  prince,  perfuad- 
ed  by  their  ^r  fpeecbes,  that  in  his  father's  hands, 
hh  life  could  no  longer  be  fafe;  made  himfelf 
not  very  unwillingly  the  tool  and  the  nominal  lead- 
er of  their  rebellion  ;  and  lent  the  fanf^ion  of  his 
name  to  all  thofe  calumnies  by  which  they  ftrove 
to  alienate  from  the  King,  the  affections  of  all  his 
fubjeds.  With  a  force  of  about  eighteen  thoufand 
men  aHembled  out  of  Eaft  Lothian,  Teviotdale, 
Annandale,  and  Galloway;  all  the  ancient  do- 
mains 
•  Lindfay : — Lcfly :— BuchanaQj  Sec, 
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^^  }jj  mams  of  the  Hbufe  of  Douglas  ;-^hef  bidldcft 

\>nrs^  and  beft-difcipKncd  foWtcr*  of  Scotlattd ;  they  eamc 

f^^is.  onward  to  meet  the  King's  hoft,  where  it  was  ex- 

peded  to  defcend  by  the  wiy  of  StirHngj  upon  the 

.counties  on  the  fouthem  fide  of  the  Forth*. 

Wif  EK  James  witk  bis  adrmy»  had  reached  Sdr- 
)iBg;  be  himfelf  not  yet  aware  of  the  treafoft,  pro* 
jceeded  to  the  gates  of  the  caftle^  cfNanaandked.theia 
to  be  opeaedy  and  requefted^  that  his  fon  fkould 
be  brought  inlo  his  prefoftce.    To  his  aftowib- 
mefit»  Shaw  both  refufed  to  admit  him  within  the 
fcaftle,  and  informed  him,  ihac  his  ion  was  in  dte 
rebel  caoi^.  JaqMs  heard  tlw  news-^^ith  a  trouble 
of  fpul  Ivhich  difcoaeerted  all  that  aflumed  ttftsk- 
nefs  and  vigour,  which  he  had  hitherto 'Ay  lemavk- 
ably  exercifed  in  his  fehicme  q{  oppofttion  i-^^d 
with  a  burfting  indignation  which  he  could  ejtprefs 
only  by  nMaaces  of  future  vengeance  agaiaft  ihe 
treacherous  Shaw.    For  that  night  he  remained 
with  his  army  at  the  town ;  jLoepifl^  ftri£t  watch 
s^ainft  any  furprife  from  the  gartifon  hi  itm  caftle^ — 
or  from  the  rebel  hoft  withovU,  which  had  now 
approached  nearly  to  the  farthet  bank  of  the  river 
Bittic  9i%  Carroll.    Early  on  the  morrow,  James  proceeded 
an^d  de^th  with  his  army  to  Torwood,  to  meet  and  eoeounter 
jlmci?^   ,his  foes  in  battle*    M  Torwood^  the  toyal  araiy 
halted,  to  await  the  comtitg  of  new  forcea  whkb 
haftened  to  join  them.     Some  propofals  of  recon- 
ciliation 
*  Eofdcm. 
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ciliatiott  were  fitte  mutually  made  between  thes«cT.r. 
King  and  the  rebel  barons ;  bqt  oft  the  part  of  thev 


barons  there  were  na  conceffions  propofed^  fuch  as  ^^^ 
James,  while  fupported  by  fo  great  a  majority  of 
his  faithful  fubjefts,  could  be  pcrfuaded  to  accept. 
On  the  third  day,  ^therefore,  after  James's  arriral 
at  StirKng,  the  two  armies  prepared  for  battle. 
In  the  van  of  the  royal  army  advanced  the  earls  of 
Athote  and  Huntley  at  the  head  of  the  northern 
dans  :  In  the  rear  were  pofted  the  men  of  Stirling* 
Mre  and  Lennos,  under  the  command  of  the  earl 
of  Menteith  and  other  nobles  :  James  himfelf  with 
his  burgcfles  and  yeomanry  occupied  the  centre : 
On  the  right  wing,  was  the  earl  of  Crawford  with 
the  troops  of  I^fe  and  Angus :  On  the  left,  Sir 
Alexander  Ruthven  with  the  military  force  of 
Stormont  and  Strathera.  The  rebel  anny  came 
on  in  three  ccJumns :  The  Humes  and  Hepburns, 
with  their  followers  from  the  eaftern  borders,  eomr 
manding  in  the  van ;  the  men  of  the  weftem  bor- 
ders composing  the  central  divtfion ;  and  Angus 
with  other  lords  condu£ting  the  prince  in  the  rean 
But  James^  nnaccuftomed  to  deeds  of  xntr^  oppref- 
fed  with  confciouffiefs  of  guilt  and  folly,  and^flruck 
with  horror  at  feeing  his  own  fon  armed  againlt 
his  life ;  became  ftill  more  timid,  irrefotute,  and 
defpondent,  the  nearer  the  critical  hour  of  engage-* 
orient  approached.  The  forebodings  of  thatTorcery 
to  which  he  had  formerly  fought,  arofe  upon  his 

mind; 
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stcT.i.    mind;    and  all  cDurage  died  away  wixhla  htni* 

C«Ar.  Ill  **  /      ..         .         . 


While  he  continued  thus  irrefoluxe^  the  enemy 
i^oSi.  ^^^^  ^^i  ^^^  ^^^  vanguards  encountered  each 
other ;  the  battle  was  furioufly  joined.  '  The  rebels 
from  the  borders,  excelling  in  archery,  in  confe* 
quence  of  their  continual  warfare  with  the£ngU(h^-~ 
foon  difordered  the  cavalry  in  the  King's  vanguard. 
The  men  of  Annandale  coming  inftantly  yp,  iinpe* 
tuoufly  aiTaiied  that  divifion  at  the  head  of  which 
James  himfelf  had  taken  his  ftation.  At  fight  of 
the  fury  with  which  they  came  on,  at  tbe^ife  of 
thofe  Ihouts  which  they  raifed  to  appall  their  foes  ^ 
James  fuddenly  turned  his  horfe's  head,  fet  the 
example  of  flight  to  his  army,  and  gallopped  away^ 
in  fearful  and  almod  unconfcious  hafte,  froni  tbe 
field  of  battle.  Already  unmanned  and  difunited 
by  the  pufiUanimity  which  James  had  (hewn  before, 
the  fight ;  already  broken,  in  part^  and  difordered- 
by  the  imprefiion  of  the  bowmen  of  the  rebel 
army :  James's  forces  made  fcarcely  any  fartl^r 
refinance,  after  they  had  feen  the  King. himfelf 
take  to  flight.  They  fled  by  Torwood  and  3^>* 
nockburn  towards  Stirling:  And  the  prince's  ^rn^y^ 
content  with  thus  difcomfiting  their  opponents, 
niade  no  earned  purfuit;  but  after  reding  for  that 
night  on  the  field  of  battle,  retreated,  on  this;  next 
morping,  towards  Linlithgow*. 

It 
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It  was  the  rumour  of  the  King's  death  propa-^"T.  1. 
gated  through  both  hofts,  ahnoft  immediately  af ter  ^.....^v^' 
his  flight  from  the  field,  that  thus  eafily  flayed  the  ^^J^^^ 
carnage.  James  borne  upon  a  horfe  which  he 
could  not  guide,  nor  reftrain,  fled  onward  to  the 
flream  tf  Eannockburn,  His  horfe  there  feared 
by  fome  trivial  objedl  o^  alarm,  fuddenly  leaped 
over  the  ftream  with  fuch  a  fhock  to  the  unfteady 
and  affrighted  rider;  that  Inmes  fell  from  his  back, 
more  dead  than  alive,  aT)d  was  foon  after  recogni- 
fed  nnd  (lain  by  fo  .e  of  the  rebel  hoft  who  purfu- 
cd  him.  He  was  flain  at  the  mill  of  Bannockburn : 
His  body  was  afterwards  buried  at  the  abbey  of 
Cambulkenneth.  This  battle  was  fought ;  and 
Jiitoes  Was  flain  on  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  in 
the  *year  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  ;  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  reign  j  the 
'  thitty-fixih  of  his  age*. 

Such  was  the  unfortunate  end  of  a  monarch hi»c1i«. 
who,  if  we  fhould  contemplate  only  one  fide  of  his*^* 
charader,  would  feem  to  have  deferved  a  much 
more  illuftrious  and  happy  fate.  In  fondnefs  for 
the  elegant  arts,  and  in  proficiency  in  the  aftual 
praftice  of  them,  he  was,  perhaps,  even  fuperior  to 
his  grandfather  James  the  Firft.  It  was  fkill  in 
thefe  arts,  not  any  unworthy  qualities,  by  whiclf  his 
hated  favourites  were  firft  recommended  to  his  re- 
gard. 
♦  Lcfly  : — Llndfay,  &c. 
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^^^'  hr  K^rd.     The  arts  he  cultivated,  fach  as  raufic  and 
ckap.  ni.  ^     ^  '        ^ 

arcbitefbure,  were  not  tnean  a.nd  frivolous^  but  of 
coBfefled  dignity  and  imporcance  evea  »noBg  the 
barbarians  of  that  age.  His  paf&on  for  the  accu- 
oiuIatioR  of  money,  was  perhaps  rather  a  natural 
refdt  of  the  increaflag  influence  of  this  re^e* 
feotative'  of  value,  upon  the  traafadions  a&d  the 
eajoyraents  of  Ibcial  life, — than  a  fordid  avarice  ia* 
coafiftent  with  true  wifdom  or  digmty  of  fenri- 
ment.  His  formation  .of  fons^i^g  lik^  a  naval 
force,  ibewed  a  mind  not  inattentive  tothe^rue 
HKereAs  of  his  kingdonij  and  in  its  ideas  of  wifepoli^ 
cy,  oiatilripping  the  common  march  of  tiit  age  and 
the  couMry  in  whkh  he  Uved.  The  flirewd  jsolicy 
and  the  adivity  wkh  whioh  he  took  tns  &r&  mea- 
fiH*es  for  the  fupprei&on  of  that  rebellioa  by  which 
he  was  cut  off;  difcoverad  a  miad  not  meanly 
qualified  either  for  conducing  the  a£iirs  of  a 
peaceful  government,  or  for  cgncerting  the  enter- 
prizes  of  war.  Even  his  belief  in  the  predidions 
of  aftrolpgy,  may  &nd  its  ercufe  In  the  imperfection 
of  the  phyfical  fcience  of  that  age  ;  and  his  refpeft 
for  the  pretences  of  forcery,  in  its  univer&l  fuper- 
ftitlon. — But,  we  muft  likewife  view  his  <>hara£ler 
on  the  darker  and  weaker  fide.  Here  we  &ail 
probably  be  forced  to  allow,  that  aU  bis  weaknefs, 
his  erro«^rs,  his  misfortunes,  had  their  origin  in 
that  education,  too  reclufe,  and  too  much  turned 
upon  virtuofopurfuits,  to  befit  a  monarch, — which 

.  was 
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X9ZM  unwifely  or  wickedly  given  him  by  the  ^^'n'*^^*!;, 
nedies  and  Boyds,  the  tutof$  and  companions  of \^^v^ 
his  early  youth.  Attached  to  thcfe  purfuits,  he  ,^o^i, 
was  removed  from  that  ufeful  experience  which  he 
might  have  otherwife  acquired  in  the  common 
practice  of  life,  in  the  military  arts,  and  in  the  bu- 
finefs  of  government ;  while  his  tutors  and  favour- 
ites not  only  then  reigned  for  him,  but  pleafed 
themfelves  with  the  hope  of  prolonging  their  power 
throughout  his  life,  and  keeping  him  in  refpe£t  to 
the  government  x>{  his  kingdom,  always  a  child. 
Hence  arofe  the  two  grand  defeds  in  James's  cha* 
ra&er,  unfinlfulnefs  in  the  arts  of  war^  and  a  want 
•f  comnwn/enfe  in  regard  to  the  bufinefs  of  govern- 
jnent  and  the  ordinary  affairs*  Thefe  quickly 
made  him  contemptible,  in  comparifon  with  hii^ 
brothers,  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  Scottifh  nobility. 
Senfe  of  that  contempt,  operating  upon  a  mind  as 
yet  tremblingly  alive  to  the  fenfations  of  ihame ; 
and  being  aiBfted  by  the  fuggeftions  of  wicked  and 
interefted  perfons  about  him ;  foon  poifoned  hig 
mind  with  thofe  jealoufies  and  thofe  dark  fufpicions 
which  were  the  fources  of  all  his  crimes.  Sorcery 
and  aftrology  completed  the  mifchief.  One  crime, 
and  one  folly  ftill  led  to  another.  After  the  mur- 
ther  of  his  brother,  James's  fate  was  fixed.  Confci- 
ous  guilt  never  afterwards  ceafed  to  torment  his 
heart ;  vain  terrours  ftill  afflided  him  j  anf  new 
experience  he  acquired,  became  in  his  mind  mere- 
Vol.  III.     f  Xxx  ly 
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c*'^*  m  ^y  *^^*^  ^^^  narrow  conning;  could  never  become 


generous,  manly  wirdom.  His  weaknefs  of  mind 
r^Miz.  ^^P^fcd  ^™  ^^  ^  feduced  continually  into  wxcked- 
nefs }  and  every  focce$ve  wicked  ad  of  which  he 
became  guilty,  ftill  enfeebled  his  mind  fo  much  the 
more.  Lxndfay  of  Pitfcottie  has  defcribed  his  charac* 
ter  with  extraordinary  powtr  of  painting,  and  force 
of  e3Cpreffion :  *^  He  was  one  that  lovtd  folitarinefs 
^  anfl  defert,  and  never  to  hear  of  wars,  nor  the 
<<  fame  thereof;  but  delighted  more  in  mufic  and 
^  policies  of  bigging,  than  he  did  in  the  govem- 
^  ance  of  his  realm  :  He  was  alfo  wonderous  co« 
^*  veteus  in  conqueiEng  of  money  rather  than  the 
•  ^  hearts  of  his  barons ;  and  he  delighted  more  in 
^  finging  and  plstying  upon  inftruments,  than  he 
.  •*  did  in  the  defence  of  the  bordours*/* 
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